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FORTUNE TELLING 

Grace G. Tullil 
July 7, 1950 

Astrology, students of palmistry, those who memorize the good and bad omens in a 

pack of cards and how your future is shaped by the tea leaves in your cup all fasci-

nated F.D.R. -- as well as numerology. 

The people who take these studies seriously always want to send their findings to 

bigwigs - but, of course, they want to be sure that their warnings will be read by the 

person for whom they are intended. Frequently we would receive letters asking if the 

President would be interested in their advice as to what he should or should not do in 

certain months, or portions of months. in regard to making important decisions. 

Miss LeHand and I both enjoyed reading their warnings but, like the Presid.ent, we 

didn't take them too seriously. It was fun, however, to mark passages and see how near 

they came to predicting -- even on ~ess work -- future happenings. 

All Presidents need some form of relaxation and. F.D.R. found such periods when the 

star-gazers and others were hard at work figuring out his future. 

It amused me very much to have him even take time out to read. the results of their 

work, because I knew he had great faith in God -- not planets, nor numbers, nor turning 

up the best luck card in the deck at a given moment. 

We had in the White House a ver,y delightful and intelligent girl, Roberta Barrows, 

who -_. mostly for her own enjoyment and fun -- liked to tell fortunes with the cards • 

.And every so often the Boss would self, "Get Roberta, I want my fortune told." Roberta, 

who told the fortunes of many less important people -- all her associates in the office 

liked nothing better than accepting such an invitation. Sitting beside him as he picked 

up the various cuts which she instracted him to make, she would be quite definite about 

whether he was going to be successful in working out his bUSiness deals, and then on 

other combinations of cards she would remark, "I have no way of knowing what this re-

fers to. but you are going to be confronted with a very serious question in the next 

week or twoJl(And then she always said, "Of course, you are constantly faced wi th prob-

lems so it sounds foolish when I even suggest it -- but this is going to be quite differ­

ent.") and tell him of something that he knew was in the "offing but she had no more 
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information than someone who worked in a laundry. She was Secretary to the President's 

Appointment Secretary but until a request for an appointment came through she had no 

idea of what might be "cooking. II 

The President, like most people with curiosity, would ask Missy or met after read­

ing the predictions, to remember to check certain dates on which he was told to hold 

off decisions or possibly to make them. It ,-ras fun to see how wrong or how right they 

were -- but actually when big decisions have to be made t no planets or numbers or cards 

enter into the final outcome of the way in which the decisions were ever made. The 

idea was intriguing but it never had any effect on the President's thinking, as I think 

most people realize, but it afforded a few hours of entertainment to a very busy man. 

Writing on this subject takes me back to a party at the Executive Mansion in .Albany 

when Mrs. Roosevelt for the entertainment of the Governor's office staff invited a pro­

fessional fortune teller. She held forth in the Pink Room and one at a time heard his 

or her fortune fate. It was a most pleasant party but the next day when we picked up 

our paper the Governor and Mrs. Roosevelt were blasted allover the front pages for 

selecting this type of person to give us a good time. A similar incident occurred 

at the White House. 

My dear mother was invited to spend a weekend at Hyde Park -- and was she excited! 

It wasn't an ordinary weekend, because she had a birthday on the Saturday, a1 though we 

left Washington on Thursda;v night -- what the :British call a II ". I had said 

nothing to anyone including my :Boss about }'tother's birthday. Bnt leave it to the 

Roosevelts to know what goes on, especially when it means bringing happiness to an as­

soci ate -- or a member of the family of an associate.When the date arrived -- Halloween 

I was as surprised as my mother because I knew nothing of the plans to give her a birth­

day party -- cake with all the gadgets of fortune which was cu.stomary at every natal 

party given by the Roosevelts for their friends. I myself had been a guest of honor 

on many such occasions through the years, but this wa.s Hother's first real party. I 

say real party because she and I spent her birthday in 193$ a.t the White House but we 

were st~ing over in Washington, a.t the President's and Mrs. Roosevelt's invitation, 
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for a few days \'1hile I rested up on my way to Braddock Heights, Maryland, to convalesce 

from an illness -- tuber~~losis, to be specific. As always, conSiderate and kind, they 

wanted to give me a little "pick up" on my way. 

Mother, who was given the room where the Emancipation Proclamation was signed, was 

very excited about her surroundings. Also, she was deepty appreciative of what this 

wonderful family was doing to bring me back to good health. I thi~~ she couldn't re-

sist at dinner that night, which I couldn't attend because I had to rest, telling the 

family how happy she was because I was coming along well and also this was her birthday. 

Mrs. Roosevelt and Malvina Thompson never forgot the date and that tells you a lot about 

what not to forget. It gives such surprise and pleasure and one wonders how they kept 

so much in mind. 

Evidently Mother had remarked at dinner in 1933 that she was happy to be spending 

that birthday in the White House which she never expected. A mental note by Mrs. 

Roosevelt and Malvina was made at that moment and as soon as they got upstairs a note 

was made in the Birthday Book which Mrs. Roosevelt always has beside her. That1s how 

they arranged to have a really big time for Mother at Hyde Park -- neither invitation 

had any thought of Mother t s'birth<t9Y in mind - but that made the occasions - and she 
0,;' < 

talked to the end of her days about her visit to Hyde Parle and the White House. She 

had quite often been in the White House for Inaugurations, teas, luncheons, et cetera, 

but these parties were her own. 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 5
; F

ol
de

r=
 W

rit
in

gs
: U

np
ub

lis
he

d 
R

em
in

is
ce

nc
es

, 1
95

0



Gt;M! G -, hlll 
July 7, 1950 

Ali l"ol oQt etut'lents ot }!:uulIli$\1'7. those who ftu!mol!'l~e the good and 'bad olllens ill ill 

pack: of carat and how your fu.ture i III shaped 'by the tea leavee in YCUl" cup all falc! ... 

pEJople 

~igv1g. -- 17o.t. 

these stud.ies Berions17 nlwqs Yl!Uit to .end their findings to 

COUl'IU!I. they want to be flue that their warninglll nll be read \>1' the 

a.naia months, or JX)rtlons of nlOl1ths t ill regard to .ak1ng lmpol"trmt deci.sione. 

lUes I1nd I both enJoyed :teadlng their warnlnc8 but, Uke the Pl'fud.dent. we 
~ 

'r81148nt$ need some fo:nn ~:f l'J;f'.<\Xa.Uon and F.D.R. found ~eh perlod.s when the 

eb.r ... ga,;ereAtld others were hard at 'ito.l'k figu,rtng emt his future. 
j 

It w'tJluled me ve'1t7 weli to have h~m even t<ilke time out to read the rew-lts of thelr 

work. beclaUse! lmew be had great faith in God ...... not planets, nor nwabtu·s. nor turning 

up; best luek oard in the deck at a given lItoment. 

We had In the 'ihti. Rouee aT~~, del1ghU'ul and intelligent girl, Roberta Barrow" 

wAo -- .adly for hal' own enjo1li$llt end. tun -- lik~d to tell f()l!'tunos with the cardS. 

And eTe~ 10 bften the Boss would sal. IGet nobertat 1 want -T fortune told. 1 Roberta. 

who told ,the fortunes of uq less lmpol"tant people - all her anoc:d.s.te$ in the office -­

l1uA ~othing better thl!ll1 accepting such an invitation. Sitting beside him as he piCked 

uP the Taxicas euts whioh she instruoted him to make, she would be quite aefintte about 

whether h.e waa going to be Q't1C1cellud'u.l in YOrldng out hb b118inet. d8&8, and then on 

tel" to, but you are going to becontrontea with a ·ver.r senou$ ~e'tion in tho lleD 

week ~r tw9tIf(.tzld then .he alwq$ said, "ot (lou!'se. 10tl are conetantly faced wi th prob­

l«ulu, .0 1t sounds foollsh when I .,.en nge.tit -- but th1. iago'-nc to be quite d1tter ... 

«mt. If) and .e11 hbl. 01 so •• thing that he knev va.$ in the offing bu.t eoo had no me" 
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ini'c1'I1a,1on than B0l:l160ne who wol"kecl in & la.undt'l'. She vas Se(UN~tary to the President's 

Appo1nt:uu&nt Secr&\aJ7 'but until a request tor an appointment CMe through h 

idee. ot what might be tteooldug.1! 

ltOliJTt p$ople realise, but :1 t afforded a few hoors of ente~a.i:nliu.nt to 1}1. veq bUGlY Il&,n. 

WS"i Ung on thh w,bJeet takes me '08,ek to a pa:rt1 at the J~ecuti'" Kaasion in Albany 

or hl';)l' :fol't'(Ute fate. It W$~ ... XlO$t ·};!l~ailll!ll)t pariy but the next 48¥ when we :pioked up 

our pB.p81" tl'U~ GO'1l'emor 19.1ld)~l"s .. 'RooseTelt ~ ble..ted all. over the mnt ],')Bges for 

sel~Bt1ng thill type ot pe!'l!on to give us a geod Ume. A Idmila1" ineidenl occurret 

My dear Jl4ther waa inrt ted to Ipentl a wekendat Hrde Park - .... and was .he axe! ted! 

It waantt anord1nary weeund, bf!U)att8ellhe had a oirtlbihq on the Satll:rdq. al tho'ugh we 

not'illn& to anyone including 'I'l1 ::Boal! about tlher'. blrih~.. »0.\ leave it to the 

Ro08.velts to know whAt goes on .. el!pe~iAll" when it l'I1lUllUI bril'lging happin~ulIl! \¢I M. as-

li1 th all the g&qeiul 01 fortue whl~h wa. ~.tolla:rt at e'fe't'Y natal. 

t~ Roosevelt. for their fdel'1da. i Wle1f hs.d 'been a gIl •• t of hoaor 

on UI!!1n7 w.ch oeoaalona tlut~h the ,ears. bl1t thi@ w .... foth/l)l" '$ fir.1; real pa:rt,.. I 

real beCause she and ); spent her birtblhq in at the White liou_. btlt ". 

WI" .'evinl; oftr In Wuh.ington. at the iTeddent l , ~d.Ml' •• Jlco.sevelt's inY1tatton, 
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from an 11ln •• t -- tuberculol1a. to be speeifio. 

wanted to give me & little "pick up~ on ., y~. 

Mother, 'Who was given the ~oom wbere the BJaanelpat10a 

famill how hapW $he was 'beoause 1 11M C4mlng $lou« well and altlc) 

Mrs. Roosevelt ana Kal'rina fholl.plOn ne"f'&r l'orgot the (1.ate 

what not .to forget. It ciTes such surpds.& 

so =uoh inmin4. 

Jrt4entlltther had :rellarlted at dinner in 1933 that s~ va. ,uUclil'PJl 

waG mati. in Blr'h~ Book 1fb1eh Mrs .. Rootevelt G1v~. has 'beside.her. 

they urllWBed to have a ,.all)r big for MothoI" at liyde:Pal'lt -- 2u)i thel'lJWltat~\\)n 

\alk$dto the ~d of he~ tll!q'sf;II:bout her '9'1 ei t to ltJd& Parle and the mu to Bc)\1,9f.h~. 

had quite otten been in th&Whlte ligUle tor In,ccuratlons, teM. lunohftona, et c •• era. 

but theaepartlel were her own. 
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Graef) G. lful1z: 
July 7. 1950 

As'rologf. students of pal.is~r1. those who ~emori~e the good and bad omens 1n a 

paek of cards and hoy your tu.ture is shaped by the tea leaves in your oup all f&801-

bigwig\!! -- but. of course. ther want to be .u.r~ that their warnings will be read by ,he 

person for whom they are intended.. Frequently we wuld receive letters aslring if the 

President would be interested in the5.l' advice as to what he should or should not do in 

certain JlIonthe~ or porlionsof mon~l:u~t ~n regs,rd to mak1ng impel"'hnt dec1s1QUe" 

Ki,as LeHand, and I .both enJo1ed~adlng their warnings butt like the Preld,.dent. we 

didn"ttake thEl1n too seriousl:r. It wa.s fun, however, to mark passages and see now neal' 

they came to predi~Ung -- even on gIlesa wrk - future ha:ppenings. 

All Presidents need SONe form qt re1sxat1on and r.D.R. found such periods when the 

f!ttll' ... g$.$e~s lind others we1i'~ he,ri at york figuring out his future. 

It amuaed me ye:ty' 1ill1eh to h~ve him even take th.e out to read the results 01 their 

work, 'because I knew. he had great faith in God -- not planets, nor nnmbers, nor turnlng 

11P beet luck card :in the deck at a ~Ten ~oment. 

~e had i,n the lIhite House a 1'err dell.ghttul sn,d. b.tel11gent' girl, Robel'ta Banows. 

Wllo. - ... mostly tor her own enJo~ent ~nd fun"':" liked. to tell fortunes with the cardu • 

.And ever;y so often the BOfU! WQllld ser. "Get Roberta, 1 want '141 fortune told.. It Roberta, 

who told the fortunes of ~J11' less hlportant people - all her anooiates in the office -­

liked nothing 'better than aooepting snoh an In'rttatlon. SitUng belide him as hepioked 

\1p tht Tarlous euts which she instrn.eted, hi. to make, ahe wo11ld be llu1te definite about 

out hie business deale, and then on 

tera to_ but TOil, are going to be confl'onted with a TIl7 serious qp.estion in 'the next 

week ~r twq,.I ,4 then she at*ltqt sald, $tot course. YOl1 _1'e aonutantly faced wi th prob-

le •• so 1t sound. foolish when I eTen ~e&t it -- out this is going to be quite d11f&r-

.n\~) and tell him ot something that he knew was in the offing but she had no ~re ' 
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(~2Py"l; ... ,,,,,tion than som.eone who wol"ked in a 1anM17. She 'WRS Secretary to the President's 

intment 8eor$t&17 bu'i until a request for an appointment came through she had no 

idea ot what might be Ucooklng.u 

The President. like most people with curiosity. would ask M19$1 or me. after read­

ing the predia'M,on$. to remember to cheek: certain dates on "Which he was told to hold 

011 deoisions or possibll to lI'I,8,ke them. It was fun to !'Jee how wrong or how right theT 

were -- but a.Qtually when big decision!!;! have to be !lalle. no planets 0'.1;' numbers or eard!!! 

W:dt1ng on this euJ)Ject takelll me back to a party at the l\1xeO'lltive Mandon in, JJ.btmT 

when Ml's .. lloosevelt for "IIhe anterta1uen\,ot the Govel'llo:rtg otfit;;& staff" 'inTi'.' at 1>1'0-

fess10nal to~tune taller.. ~eheld forth ~4 the Pi~~ Room and one at a t1me heard his 

01;' h~r for~'C1ne fate. It was 8. lAGstpl $a.I'!.~t. par1;ybut the next day when we Plaited up 

ottr pa.per the (lovel'lloraru!i ~tr$ .. Roo$$vel t were blasted all oval" the front pages :tor 

selel3t1ng 'fihb tlpe of peT$On to g1 va us a good time. A slmilal' incident oomtrred 

. at tlia \'hi te Ronse • 

• '1 dear mother was invited to. spend a weekend. at lIrde Park - ... and was she e.xoitedl 

It wasn't M. ordinary weekend, because me had a bi'rtMq on the Sa.turdq. although we 

societe -- 01' a member Githe f~111 of·an assooiate. the date arrived ~- Halloween --

). was at su.1*prised asmy,.other becaUse :£ knew nothing of the plans to give bel' el. "tllrth­

dar party,.. ... cake w1 th all the gaclgets cf fortune which was CI18tomsry at evel'Y' natal 

P8l'ty given by the Roc$evelts for their t:riends. I lq'self had been a guest of honor 

on m~ sueh ocea.si.ons 1ihl-ou.gh the 'Tear., bu;t· th1s W&$ ,other' I!I tirst x-eal partY'_ 1 

eq real llal"11 beoa,uae she and. I spent her bl:tthdf:9" in 19i· ai t~e Whi t8· aou.~ bu.' " 

were stqb.« 0"'1' in Wa.shington. at thft President'. and Mn.. Rooseyelt's inntatio:n. 
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- 3 -

It' a few dqs while I reeted up on. Irf "fII1q to :Braddock Heights, Maryland. to convalesce 

an illness -- tuberculasit. to be speclfic. As elw.,., contlderate and kl~d. thel 

wanted to give me a little ·pick up" on .~ v~. 

sist at dinner that night. which l couldn't attend because 1 had to rest, llia 

f$l!llr how hapW she was beca:a.se .1 'Wu ccuD1ng slong well and &180 tme bel' 'l)irth4.q. 

Mr •• ilaol!!8Veltand M$l.'rlna ~omplOn never forgot the date and that tells you lot a.bout 

what not in forget. It gt"ffHt .8Uoh IN.rpl'ise and plea.$U.re and one wondel'e hoW' lIhe? kept 

so muoh in mind. 

Roosevelt 

had an1 thought ot Mother 

t,at.ked to the end of her days' aoon.t her vi ~i t to a,de Pa.* and the White Hottfl!hlh. 

hM qute often been in the Whlte Rouse tor Inaup,rations, teas, lunoheons, et oete!'a., 

but these partie. were hel:" ow. 
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Grace G. Tully 
July 7, 1950 

When war broke out in Europe, President Roosevelt invited the royal families of 

England, Norway, Delgium and the Netherlands to take refuge in this country. The 

Norwegians were the only ones who accepted. Princess Juliana, now Qaeen of the 

Netherlands, came to this continent with her two little girls but made her home in 

Canada. 

Orown Prince Olav and Crown Princess Manne had paid an official visit to the United 

States in the summer of 1939 and were entertained in true Rooseveltian style -- a IIhot, 

dog" affair at the Hilltop Cottage. They both spoke Englishpa-fectly so they could 

exchange ideas wi thout the services of an interpreter, and the Pre sident "took a shine" 

to this attractive young couple. 

Soon after they were forced to flee. from Norway with the Germans hot 011 their 

trail, they arrived in the United States with their three children to take up residence 

here. As soon as F.D.R. knew they were coming, he set to work to find them a suitable 

home where he could keep an eye on them and make life pleasant in their new surround-

ings. Steve Early was given the assignment of contacting real estate agents and friends 

to see what was aVailable in or near Washington. Merle Thorpe had just the house in 

Bethesda, Maryland, known as Ilpooks Hill." 

Soon they were settled and Olav returned to be with his father, Xing Haakon, in 

London Where they had headquarters for their government-in-exile, leaving his wife, 

her Lady in Wai ting, CounteS30stgaard, Mr. _____ , and thei r children under the 

watchful eye of F.D.R. To the Crown Princess he was her new found Godfather -- to 

Princess Juliana he was ''Uncle.'' 

The family frequently attended White House functions in the years before we got 

into the war, and were entertained at informal gatherings in Washington and Hyde Park. 

I recall especially one of Her Royal Highness' visits to Hyde Park when as usual 

she was accompanied by Madame Ostgaard. Mrs. Roosevelt was away and I was pinch-hitting 

as hostess. At the cocktail hour we joined the President in his tiny Study, Which he 
preferred to the Library unless the guests were too numerous. 
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Robert, the butler, placed the silver tray with the necessary ingredients on the 

desk in front of F.D.R., as well as a dish of hors d'oeuvres containing crackers spread 

with sardine. The President was quite a tease at times and just as Princess Marthe 

was about to partake of the appetizer F.D.R. asked her if she had ever eaten rattle­

snake meat. She made a horrible face at the thought and wondered, I'm sure, whether 

this was to be her initiation. When she had recovered sufficiently to speak she said. 

"Oh, Mr. President, you are really terrible." Looking greatly surpri sed, he said, 

"Child, do you mean to tell me you never heard of ea~ing rattlesnake? Why, it e s a 

great delicacy and you are mi ssing something." 

Turning to me the President, with an expression I had seen many times before whiCh 

medlEelp me out," asked me to get a pad and pencil and make a note to remember to get 

some rattlesnake as soon as we returned to Washington so he could serve it the next tixe 

the Crown Princess came to tea. I did as instructed but must confess I thought he was 

kidding and just wanted to make us 'all to squirm. I was a good stooge, however, as I 

knew he was enjoying their discomfort as he continued to rave about th~ delicious and 

rare tidbit -- and he added that it was very expensive. 

When I saw him alone the next day I laughed about the conversation of the night 

before and reminded him that I was not going on any wild-goose chase and, therefore, 

I wanted the truth -- how about this rattlesnake meat? He assured me I could find it 

at any IIfancyll grocer's. 

The day I got back to the White House I called in my assistant, Dorothy Brady, and 

said, "While you are out to lunch today, drop in to Magruder's and get me a can of rat­

tlesnake meat." Dorothy in a loud and excited voice exclaimed, "Rattlesnake meat! Are 

you kidding?" I ~ietly remarked, "You heard me." She looked at me as though she felt 

that at last the pressure of my job had c au.ght up with me and wasn t tit too bad. 

Just as this exchange was taking place in walked. Mary Eben. The look on Dorothy's 

face frightened Mary who immediately inquired what was wrong. Dorothy said. "Grace 

just asked me to get her some rattlesnake meaf.t;;.. What d.o you make of thaU" Mary, 

whose remarks were blunt and to the point, quickly replied, "Nothing wrong with her except 
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f3he has gone nuts." A great deal more conversation ensu.ed concerning my mental state -­

and they left my office with a warning ringing in their ears about not "snaking" back 

witho.ut a rattle o.f snake in hand. 

They repcrted after lunch wreathecl· in smiles. They had no. tro.uble at all in 

carrying cut their mission, and I pro.mptly handed the Chief Executive his can o.f fun 

fer the royal tea party. 
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GrMe G.. ~11;t 
July "1. 1950 

When war Dl"OkBout in Europe. Praddent Rootlevel t inn. ted the rOY8,l ta:milies of 

Norwegians were the only ones who accepted. Princass Juliana. now r~leen af the 

Jethel"lands., came to this aonUnent wi th. her two Utile girlIJ but maile her home in 

States in the summer of 1939 and were entertained in true ~oo$a~eltian atyle ~- a 

d.og" a/fair a.t the Hilltop CoU-age. They both spoke l1lnglish~feCtl1 130 they could 

exehange ideas without the ser~oe$ of an intetpreter. and the Preeldant ~took a shineR 

to this attractive young couple. 

Soon atter they were forced to flee ifl'lll'n Ncrw~ ~1. th the GermMs hot on their 

trail. they arrived,in the UnltedSta~ea ~th their three ehildren to take up r6sidenae 

here~ ~ soon as F.~.l. knew t~7 we~ coming, he let to work to find them a suit~ble 

lags. SteTe Early vat given th& assignment of contacting l'eal estate agents and friends 

to see wna:" wa$ avatlable :1n or near Washingtol'1.. Merle Thorpe hsd Just the house tn 

lfethesda, Maryland. knCl\fn as Mpoolts R:i.ll. It 

Soon they 'IIe~e settled. and Olav reium.ed to 'be wi th his father, Xing Haak:Ql1 t In. 

'! , •. ,. t and thai 1:'. children under the 

tfhe f'amil.1" frequ.6ntlT attended White HOU26 funetionf.l in the Tears 'before lie got 

into the war. end vere entertained at informal gatherings in WaShington and Hyde Park. 

I reoall espe01al17 one of Ret" nOlal lligbneu f vid is to lilde Park wh.a e.g usual 

eM was accolf1:panied b1 JbAde Oatgaard. Mrs. Roo.eve11l was avq and I "as pinch-bi tUng 

as he.teSI. At the cocktail hour we joined the Pr8stdent in his ~in.r Study. which he 
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Robert. the butler. placed the dlver trq yUh the necesluu";y ingredients en the 

desk in front of J.D.R., as well as a dishaf hor. a'oeuvres containing crackers spread 

with sardine. The Pre$1dent was quite a tease at times just as Princess 

was abGUt to ot the appetizer F.D.R. asked her 1f she had ever eaten rattle-

snake meat. She made Ii horrible 'tace at the tho~ght and wondered. lim aure, whether 

this was to be hal' initiation. When the haa reoovered ~fflo1ent17 to speak she said. 

IIOh, Mr. President. you are really terrible.!! Looking greatly mrprlsed. he said, 

nOhlld. do yon mean to tell !M you never heard of eating rattlesnake? Why.: it"a a 

great delioaoy and you are missing so~thlng.K 

Turning to me the Preid,den:t, th 831 expreSlllion 1 had Been maD,f times betore which 

~noll and ma.ke a note to remember to get 

so~a rattlesnake as soon as we returned to WaShington so he could $erye it the next tiED 

the Orown l?riltcass Qame to tea.. 1 did as instruoted but l.lluet confess! thought ht. was 

kidding and Juet ~ted to make us all to squirm. I was a gpod aiooge. however. as I 

knew he was enjoying their discomfort a$ he continued to rave about thi!J delicious and 

rare tidbit -- and he added that it was ve~y expen$ive. 

When 1 aaw him alone the next d.ay l laughed Mout the convel"sation of the night 

before and reatlnded him tha.t I 'l>!'ae :not going on 8!43' wUd..goose cha-ee and, therefore, 

1 want •• the t~th -- how about thie rattlesnake meatl He assured me I could find it 

at Ii1l7 uIMOr" &1"0081··S. 

'.the dq 1 got 'ba.~k to theWh1te JUmse I called in my "$d@tsnt, DorothY :Braq. and 

said. "While 10U a:reout to lunch today, drop in to liEagru,d.eJ<'s and get me a can of l'at­

tle$naltemeat,," DOll'Qtq in a loud i!Illd exct ted ToioE1Je:a:c1alJned~ itliattlel1lnake mE1Ja~! Are 

1011 ldddingl!! 1U.,et11 :l'emarketl, "lou heard me. II 6110 looked at me as t}lough abe felt 

that at l&$\th_ pressure of 'lAy Job hl'ti c~ght up witll. me vault 1t too \a4. 

hst a$ th1.e:x:~h.Mge :vas taking ,lace in valked )1&.l'1 E"bell. !he look on DOl"otbr~ s 

fMe fl"l.ghtenel vho immediately inqull'l4 vhat walll wrong. DQroth1' $sid. ItGraoe 

Ju$t aiked me to get her 80ae ratt1eanake me' What do lOU make of thatt~ Kary. 

whose nmark. were 'blunt and to the poin,. qUiokly replie4, Itlotb.ing wrong with her excep1 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 5
; F

ol
de

r=
 W

rit
in

gs
: U

np
ub

lis
he

d 
R

em
in

is
ce

nc
es

, 1
95

0



- :; .. 

ehe has gone wa\s.- A great deal more conversation en~ed coneerning mT mental state -­

Q.d they left my office with a vaming ringing in their ears about not III snak1wtlt back 

without a. of Anake in hand. 

They :rgp~rted after lun.ch ~athed: in smiles. They hM no trouble all in 

C8l'l'ifl.ng out their misdon. and I pt'Olnptly handed the Ohief llxe<,mUve h18 can of ~ 

for the l"~lal tees. party .. 
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hOlle in 

EarlV va. given the aaslgftaent of contaoting real estate agente and fri9nda 

vat} avaU.able In Ol* ne$l" WasbingtQra. Merle !horpe hM Ju.1tt the houle in 
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Robert, the btttlel"t placed the $11ver tr,v with the neo •• sat; ingredient$ on the 

delk tn f'lront ot )f .D.R. t lit. well as .. dish ot hors d 'otnl'n'el containing oracks7l's apreM 

with sardine.. The Preeident vas quite (it at timet just as Princess 

of the 

made a horrible 

1n1 U e.t1on. 

~er I.D. her ever eaten rat'l.-

the though' whether 

recovered sufficiently to !!1M .aU .• 

", ... ,,,-,,,.,1", ;you ars really terrible ... It 

me en to t.l1 me you nevar 

'Looldng g:reatl1 wrp:li'1 sed. he sAid. 

ot raltlesn6kef itt, a 

6l"$ tni $l!lng Go_thing. fI 

Pnelden:t. wi $n expr6$~ion 1 stlen times ..mich 

• II •• to a,pencll e. note to to get 

as soon e~ ws r6tur~d to W6$hington So oould *erTe it the next till 

08.1'11111 to I did as lnstru.cted but w,l.fJt conies-a 1 he was 

kidding j~l1~t wanted to make 11111 all to sqnlm. I was a good ~tQogElJ however~ as I 

waa enjoying thet)," difH~cmror' all he eontinued tG rave about thiB deH.eiou~ and 

rare tidbU, - ... and he atld,ed that it '!tal! ve'Jt'y $~en.1Y&. 

'bel'oli$ $til rem1wied him that I \Ii'~$ not going on 8!1f3 W11d-go('HH~ ehaaa 001.<1., therefore, 

1 the tmtlt -- ho1tl about tllt. ratt~ nneke meatt R. a,sS'Ilt'ed me 1 fJot11d find it 

13(I'I.'J' ufauc1~ lp·ocerlfi. 

'flhe d8¥ 1 cot 'ba4k to the 'tfhtteRQ1l~e 1 ca:Ued in 1Jq' a&Bhtant. D\:"l"otbT Brady. and 

said, ftih11e a,re out to lunch today. drop in to ~ag~der'& get ~ea can of rat­

t.le.naltf111 norotlq i!1 • load exe1 ted 'fdoe exela11!ed, "1b.ttteffua.l;;:& meet! ~ 

loU ld4diag1 lf re'llm-bd. "YO':1. heara lie. It Sh~ loo'k;l't;a at lie 115 thQI:t4l;htelt 

that at last the preuure of., Job oeu,ght up \(1 th 1118 \(au· t 1. t too eM .. 

Just Ill! Uli. exea811p wa.:r. tald.ng place in 'Walked. Eben.. l.~ok on DtrrcthT-' 

tace frl~htenM who 1.e41ate1y $.nqu1red wh"i was wrong. Dorothy sildd. 

Just me to Cethel" 110 •• rattl.snake me rou mBke of thAU tf MarT« 

we!'. bl:w~t and \0 the point. Q'.411ckll replied. ~loth1llg wrong with iu9l" except 
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,he n..$ gone nuts." 

3l1d thef l~tt otfi~e with., 

1tlthout It lr~tn& of .,. .... ".!rA 

r&portetl d"t~1' l'1lnch ~~a~~J1&a 

out their mis$lon. 

tea panF. 
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~rnLING ~4INISCENCES OF WHITE HOUSE DAYS 

Grace G. Tully 
July 3, 1950 

One Saturday afternoon F.D.R., Missy and I were sitting in the Study not feeling 

at all in the mood for serious work. The President's mind reflected back to the days 

when T.R. was the Chief Executive and he used to pay an occasional visit to the White 

House. He recalled in great detail the conversations of T.II., which made a lasting im-

pression on him. We went from T.R. to talk about some of his successors. We discussed 

the difficulties of the job in one respect -- that one is no longer a free agent to go 

where he pleases, when he pleases, and with whom he pleases. President Roosevelt, of 

course, realized that he was even more mnfined because of his infirmity -- more prepara-

tions were necessary to get him in and out of places. 

The Presid.ent then remarked that it would be nice once more to be able to go places 

wi thout being tagged by a group of Secret Service men. vie reminded him tha.t it might be 

fun but not very safe. He said President Wilson had once eluded the Secret Service boys 

and I then told one of the stories I had heard about Calvin Coolidge from Colonel Ed 

Starling. 

It seems Coolidge planned to take a little constitutional and just as he appeared 

on the street floor it began to rain quite hard. Ike Hoover, the head usher, snggested 

it might be a good idea if the President pu.t on his rubbers. The Presid.ent thought so 

too and turned to the Secret· Service man who was to accompany him and said, "Will you go 

upstairs to nu room and get my rubbers?" He went on the errand and President Coolidge 

went out the front door. By the time the Secret Service man returned with the rubbers, 

Coolidge was out on Pennsylvania Avenue -- all alone. Following a Presidential order 

in this instance might have lost him his job because he is assigned to a President to 

protect him - but what would you or I do under the same' circumstances? He soon caught 

up with the practical joker who was beaming allover because he had successfullY rid 

himself of a guard for half a block perhaps. 

Missy and I wondered if F.D.R. thought he could devise a way to get out of the Big 

House \,Tithout detection. He threw his head back for a few minutes thinking of a scheme. 

Finally he hit on one he thought would work if we helped him. 
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loved mystery stories and thE was a challenge. He decided that we three "lOuld 

an afternoon working on pulling out books that he wanted to send to some library 

in Washington. We would then ask the Usher to send up a very large straw laundry ham­

per to pack them in -- because he could get air. When the hamper was brought into the 

Study he "Tould get into it and Missy would call the garage and order a station wagon 

to come by and pick up the books. Because these books were considered of value, Missy 

and I would personally see that they were delivered. As planned, and no reason for 

anyone to be suspicious, we three would be in the station wagon and out of the White 

House gate -- and nobody any the l'Tiser. We would only go a short distance and then 

Miss LeHand or I would call the ~Thite House and request the Usher to ask the President 

a question to which we wanted an immediate answer. Well, I think everybody can imagine 

what would have happened at that moment -- alarms such as you never heard would ring 

out through the Nation. 

I t never happened but it was kind of fun to plan and wonder about. 

But don It think he didn't pull a real get-away - the two accomplices on the make­

believe escape were wi th him on the real one. 

The three of us in the Boss' little open Ford were driving through the woods on 

the Hyde Park estate followed by the "Queen Maryt. -- a Oadillac of unusual dimensions -­

loaded l'Tith a detail of Secret Service men, driven by Dick Flohr, one of the best men 

they ever had at a wheel. The President hit a dead end -- I'll never know whether it 

was intentional - and backed up between trees to retrace his steps. The "Queen Mary" 

couldn't turn on a dime as the old Ford could, so the Secret Service men were sometime 

getting on the trail. In the meantime the Boss thought it would be exciting if we just 

turned left into the gravel pit and watched the boys roll by. We sa,t in the hollow and 

smoked a cigarette as they literally flew by on the road. They were worried, as they 

had lost us. After we finished our smoke the President, with the expression of a lit­

tle boy who has been naughty but rather pleased l'Tith his accomplishment, said, "I 

think maybe we better see what happeISl to Mike (Reilly) and the boys." 

We pulled up at the booth to the left of the Big House and the President stopped. 
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- 3-

d, "Ed (Colonel Starling). have you seen the boys?1l Ed was abviously relieved 

"boysll had gone by his watch sometime before asking Ed if he had 

seen the President. Don I t think Starling wasn I t worried. at that moment. 

!he lIQ.u.een Mary" with its contingent had made its W'B'3' to the Cottage where they 

thought F.D.R. might have headed but no sign of him there. Finally they came back to 

report and there was the Ford with its occupants. ''lere they a happy group! 

The President looked solemn and said to Mike, "What happened to you fellows, we 

looked allover for you." . Mike loved the Boss but at that moment I think he could have 

sounded off in good Irish style, if he dared. But soon his big smile and Irish humor 

came to the fore and he said, "Mr. President, you certainly fooled us." The President t 

kidding, of course. said, "Wai t until I see Chief Moran (Head of the Secret Service) 

that 

The President ft~·M.'J 

However. about three 

dent. 

to its accuracy. 

because the 

he was just 

that came up in the 

That I s exactly what 

story to someone -- he 

Presidents are just 

fortunately don't realiz 

set well wi th the people 

job of protecting the bi 

guarded than your Pre 

Mike laughed but hoped - and I think knew -

out the incident from F.D.R. 

r told the Chief of the Secret Service the stor,y. 

later a columnist wrote an article about the inci-

, Frank Wilson, called Mike in to question him as 

find out how it could have gotten out, especially 

years before. I said, "Mike, you knO'lll the Boss and 

and was reminded of this episode by something 

and the visitor repeated it to some newspaperman." 

I questioned the Boss and he 'said he told the 

rememb er to whom. 

other human beings who like to play jokes and un­

s of this kind -- to which I was a party -- don1t 

whose li~ihood depends on whether they do a good 

our country or not. But it is something that 

from guards?" No prisoner is more 
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One 

to the 

he used to 

to fJ/J' 

out of plaoluh 

it ~ould be nioe onC8 more to be able to ~o places 

withQut 

1$11.1'4. sa.1d Prf.U;ident liilson had onee elud.ed theiecret b01. 

one of the ~torlelSi ~ heard about Oalvin O~~ldge from Colonel 
':;:". 

Stl:1.:rUng. 

It $e~e Ooolldge planned to a little constitutional 

on the .treet floor It began to rain quite hard. Roover. the head usher, IUgges,.a 
1 t talght be a good idea it the President put on hi t! ru.bbera. !he Pre sidenil; thought 80 

toe Md turned to the _. whQ 'Val to aooo:llp-'1 hill and said. "Wlll,OQ. go 

upI1atb." to • l:'OO. and get 'Iir3' l"ltbber.,l lt He vent on the errand and het1dent 00011dge 

vent out the :troni door. By the 11_ the Secret Sen1,ce man retu.rned U~ rnbl."~t.CI 

Coolldge was tin P0lUl8;yl:vula An __ -- all alone. following a helidden\lal oriel" 

1». thh 

Joker who va$ 'beaa1ng all t1f'er' beoan,. he 

tor balt a block pttmap._ 

J wond."' 1t 1.D.R. thO'll&ht he coUld denle 8. to out tn. 

without 4e'ec\lon. threw hil bead ~&Ck for a few ainutes i_inking of a .chame. 
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In venld then. 

pel" to 

Stud;r h& would into it 

1 

happened 

ou.t through th$lat1on. 

- 2 -

could get '1:. 

would 

be in the 

to 

large 

we three would 

to tlome llbraq 

1 aund.1'1 ham-

then. 

It neTel:' MPJ,ianed but 1 t va$ lrtnd of·fu.n to pla nnd woniie:r about. 

was intentional - and backed ttl> between tree. to l'etl"aee hi. at.-pa. The "Queen Mar-lit 

ctmldn t t turn on. a. dill" as the old 'ori could, so the Secret $&:ni06 :II1en ~l'e MMUlIle 

smoked a clgarette al& they Itte:oai17 fiew by on the l'oaA. ~e1 vel'S wonied. a~ they 

had lost un. After we fial.hed Q'Ill' U10ke the P%'e~lden.t. with the 9xprelldon of a Hi-

pnlled 

the boya.' 

and the 
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-:lJ-

(Oolcnel Star11n~). 

to see him, Ill. the "bo),$lt had gone b7 hill watO:h IIO.'$,- 'before if he 

seen the Preddent.. Don it think Stvllac that Jloment. 

the \h its re they 

thoughl 11'. might M~ Made' but nQ sign they Cil:'llU~ baCk to 

report there vas ford ~1th it. 

lOCked all eVer tor 7oU. H Mike loved the he could have 

aounded oft in lrlt!!h iit11e, if he ",",",,"""Ua httGlo'r 

Id,ddtng, oouriie. eaid, t until I lIee 

and tell him felloW's lost $. fl l~ed. 'bat ,w.U.l'",", ... -

nowev~n·. three of' yeart; llltar Ii colwmlat wrote 8l:t 8,}!'Ucle 

dent. The G\lcceslor to Chief MOl"anf Frank lfi1aon. called lUke into (Q,edlcn>W.. 

to 1 ts $(leur$(l1. Mike oame to me to finA out hew it could haTe gotten out. ellj)8cda).t, 

bettsne0 the itlcldent had hap:Pened years before. I said. l1}(tke. lQU knov the llo~u •. -.4 

he was 11ust in a. lD)od to tell storieD 4t1d Val!! l"ftl'id.l'!d$d of tht s episode by so.~ilh1n£ 

t11llt came up in the conTersatioa, and the Vi 111101' repeated 1 t to ~ome newspaperman .. " 

!bat' It .~acU7 what ha~ned becautHl I quesUoned the :Bess !!Ind: he eru.d he told the 

FrEud.aent" l'd'e j'!1st all other being. who 11ke to Jokes. '\"UVwo 

*t Jokel o't this Idona. .. - to I val!! a pan,. - do~tt 

flat or thoue li .... lhood dependl on wether they dt) 8, 

lntri~e8 .ve~ Pre$ldent. -Oan I once 

~ard.d your President .. 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 5
; F

ol
de

r=
 W

rit
in

gs
: U

np
ub

lis
he

d 
R

em
in

is
ce

nc
es

, 1
95

0



Q-xaee G. Ttllll 
July 3, 1950 

One Saturday afternoon F.D.R., Missy and I were sitting in the Study not feeling 

at all in the mood fo r serious work. President f S mind reflected book to the 

the White 

pression on him. went from T. to talk about some ot his auccessors. We d1s~esed 

where he please;. when he pleasss, end with whqm he ple8sss. Presid~nt Roosevelt. ot 

(lourse. realized that he WAS even more I!Dntined because of his inf~rmHT -- more prepara­

tions wet:e necessary to get him in and out of place's. 

The President then Temarlted that tt, would be nioe once more to 1:>,6 able to go places 

vithou~ beingt&gged by a g~up of Seeret Se~1ce men. We reminded him that it might be 
? 

tun but notvel'7 sate. as stidd :Preddent W;Us~n h8.d once eluded the Seoret SerTice bOls 

and Itllen told one of the 8to~1es ~ nll'!,d ~a:rd about Oalvin Co_lidgs from Colt;)n.el Ed 

It$sem$ aooli4ge planned to take a little eou$tltuUonal an;d. Just as he appeared 

on the street floor it began to rain. quite hard. ~K' Hoover. the head usher, 8aggested 

11; might be a good idea it' the PreBident put on his rubbers. The President thought so 

too and \utned to the Se~~~~s,en1.o. man who val to aoooap8lI.1 hi. and said. 1I'\I1il110\\ go 

upstairs to • roe:ll. and ~et mrru.bber,18?lt He went on the errand and hesident Ooolidge 

wf!!nt out the front door. By the tillW the Seel'et Serriee 'II1'1n returned vi 'lih the rubbers. 

OoolU.ge was 

protect him - but 

up with the praeU,c8.1 joker who was beding all Ofer beoause he had suceees:f'ully rid 

hbUlelt of a for half a. block perhaps .. 

li'inal11 he hit on one he thought would York if we helped h1m. 
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- 2 .. 

le loved mystery storiel and thiJ vas a ehalleflge. Be '.01.4e4 

plan an afternoon worldng on pulling out booke 

in Washington. would then ask the Usher to sand u.p a 'Very larce oi!:'11''''_ .t**U1t'i:w 

pel" to pack them in - ... beoause he eould get air. When the hamper Wa$ lJ¥':.IlUicali 

Study he would get into 1t and Miss," would call the g~..rage and order a .taUoa ••• 

to come by and pick up the books. Becanee theBe books vera coasiderefl of vtI,lue. 

and I would personlllly see that they were delivered.. planned. Bnd no l"eaOOcn tor 

anyone to be ;uapiolous, we three would be in the station wagon and out of the White 

Houee gate -- and nobodl·~ the vt •• r.. We would only go a short distance ~.nd the!1 

:Kiss LeRand or 1 would call the :white }lousa and request the Usher to atk the Pl"et1dent 

81. question to .. wh1ch we. wal'!iled an immediate lmswel". Well. l think evel7bod.:; 0$ imagine 

wl1.;tl,t would have happened. at th~t Il1qmant -al~~ suoh as you nayer heard wuld r:lng 

Gut through the lation. 

X t nevel!' happened but I." WIUI. kind of· fun to :plau and WOMer about .. 

Bu.t don tt think lte didn't ptlll .. real gfJlt-avq - the two aeooapllefJls on the make­

be11e'fe esoape were wi th him on tl:l9 :feat one. 

'lhe three of 11$ in the Eoss' 11 ttle open Ford were driving thro~ the woods on 

the Htda Park estate followed by ~he "Qp.aen Ma:ry" -- a a~1l1M ot 'tlm11!mal diWlensions - ... 

loaded with a detail of Secret $en10e m.en, driyen by :Pick: Flohr, one of the best men 

they ever had at a wheel.. ~ President hit a dGee. end ... ~ Itll never know v1:u1tther it 

was intfJlntion$l "!'- end baoked up between tNa. to tetr94e h;1,.s 1rteps. ~he "Q.ueen MaI7" 

oouldn., tUrn on a dlme 8$ the old Fo~ could, so the Secret Servioe men Yare eometlme 

getting on trail. In the .santi_ the )0.$ tb.<mght it woul.d be exolting if WEt Jl1S\ 

tul'ned left into the gravel p1t and ~atehed th~ bOTe roll by.. Ye oat in the holloy and 

smoked a oigare1te a. theT literally flew by on the road. They vere vorrl.d. as the, 

hed lost us.. A:f~er we flni.httd 0Ul" smoke the Pre$ldent. with the expression of a 11 t-

been naughty but rather pl.eased with his 8CCUulpl19hment. saia. Itl 

we better Bee wha.t bappeDi to J.tlke (Reill,) and the bOTe." 
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Be said. *1I:d (Oolonel Starling). have 

to see him, as the "001$" had gone by his .&11111 

seen the President. Don't think Starling wagn'" 

'he "Queen Ma17 lt vi th its contingent 

thought F.D .. 'R. might ha:ve headed but no 

The President looked so~emn and lald 

looked all over for 1ou.~ 

sounded orf in good Irish $tyla. if he d$red. 

kidd'-ng. of oourse, $s.id. "Wait untill 

and tell hi. that TOU fellOWS lost ;;:;a." 

thaJ>){oran would ne'V'er .hear about the lneid:ent 

l1oW'\i'er. about three 0 r four years later a eolumnltt 

was ab~ously relieved 

if he had 

that moment. 

'Where they 

came back to 

eould have 

Predtent. 

Semoa} 

dent. The Emoeessor to CDiet lloran, Frank i!filaon. calted~1keln 11;«) q:t1esti~m, him as 

to :1 ts accuracy. Mike came to me to tind out how it couldhavegD~~efl~u~.elpeC1a111" 

b80anse the inoident had happened ;r9ars 'beiore. I said. ""~k"e. tq_kl1owtheJos. and 

h~ wall! Ju.st in a mood to tell stories and was reminded oftllt •• _vedtt ~Y something 

"hat came up in the conversation. and the v1d tor repeated it toaome ne'Vl!papel'llan. lt 

That t s ex&ct11 what happened beca'I1ae I questionEld the ::Boss end he tMd he teld the 

st017 to ~omeOD.e -- he couldnl t 8'\i'en rememuer to whom. 

:Presidents are Ju.st like all other hum beings who U.ke to 'Pl,q JokaB un-

fortunately don' i rea1:he that Jokes of this kind - to \lhtch i vas a pany _ don f t 

let well wi tn the people or 'tinose whose 111tiihood depend, on whether they do a good 

jlJi{ of proieOtin« tl1e biggest man in our counVy or not. Bu.t it is somethl».g that 
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