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fHI BETA KAPPA. 

HARVARD tmIVERSITY - CAUBRIDGE 

JUNE 17, 1929 

FRlllfKLIU D. ROOSEVELT 

THE SOCIJ.L AGE 

Durir~ the war Cr. Lloyd-George said to me -I will 

ive rhandso!!le prize to any imaginative A:nerican who will 

invent for me a new word to take the place of that overworked 

and unsatisfactory expression 'cooperation'.- His search has 

borne no fruit and our language is still unable simply to 

exprees the thought of coordinatton of effort on the part of 

millions of human beinge. 

In like manner it is impossible adequutely in few 

words to give name to the age in whioh .e live. Every era 

of h""en history 111 worthy of characterization, even though 

our historical terminology is based too largely on the names 

of lIIen and of plaoBB, rather than on great trends of civi

lization. 

To ask ouraelvee "hat i8 the trend of today m~y 

~rovoke diBlI{:reement -.rI·1 diecussion, but i t J:!:I~' aerve to 

brine out new thcught~ and perh~pe enrich the EngliSh 

lan!:'''Ua(;e. At leaet we [;jill' acree thRt the past fifty yeus 
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- 2-

have brought such unusual and !a.r-reachlng chan~eB in the 

conditione of life and the mental outlook of the world 

population that future generations '11'111 recognize this 

period hS worthy at least of a nams . 

Uay I ~ake as a premiss 1n a biire revlB~ that 

the line of proerssB 1n the graph of the evolution of 

civilization 1s ever upward? Not perhaps the little curves 

~hlch show the advancement of anyone particular art or 

Icience or social effort, but rather the broad mark which 

represents the Bum of humen endeavor and knowledge. 

~e are too ino11ned to think of well reoorded 

history 1n terms of Up3 and downs, of risBs and falls of 

empires, of glor1es and disasters. 

For example, Greece. It bringe to mind a fl8.9h 

~f a fleeting century ; we ese the age of Pericles, glories 

of creative art and creative thought. Then whatl Three 

or four hundred ycars of political confusion -- an unsati9-

factory ~&P in history until Rome swims into our view. On 

the eurface we clasnify this ~~riod as retrogreesion, and 

assume that the line on the chart hAS dipped or at least 

etood still. We are wrong: for we forget t~at Alexanders 
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-:;.. 

~e=e at work disseminating the art and the learnln6 or one 

amall peninsula over all of the Eastern ~ed1terranean and 

the neerer ASia. 'mlole t>Opulations fOnd r.ntlons, represent-

lne a dlver31ty of races, ~~re absorbing dur1ne these centuries 

the Eilts of Greece, and rightly regarded the prooess as what 

roe call today progress. 

OUt of that verj' influence, the Bource of it in 

part for~otten, arOBe another impressive beacon, the glory 

of the Rome of the Caeears. W~ ~re so inculcated r.lth the 

tale of the decline and fc.n of the Roman Cl ty and of the 

ensuing wrongly named DLrk Ageo that we &198 wholly the 

continuance of general upward drift. Roas In the daye of 

her glory evolved law and orderly government and a great 

advance in lIIaterial things, but the largest distribution of 

ber civilization occurred after her own deoline. Thie wae, 

of oouree, true in Northern Africa, in the Balkan Peninaula 

and eepecially in the Empire of Constantine. 

The aame thought holds true I t~ink in the field 

of Europe. It i, dramatio to think of the Goth and the Hun 

as savages destroying ~ old civiliz~tion by fire end sword, 

C
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-4-

but the France end Ger~any and Spain of Cassar were essentially 

vast primeval unsettled BIeas .tth little in them to destroy 

except a few Bcattered tribes . The successive Inva81~n8 

brought population to these areaG, and though Rome herself 

tell, her gltts to mankind ,ermsated the newly settled regions 

and made possible the modern Europe. 

If these centuries had been 80 wholly dark a 

Charlemagne -:TOuld have been impoBsible. He did not r18e 

from a wholly barbaric s~~te of society, rather was he the 

produot of the definite evolution of a newly opened territory 

"hich bad successfully Bolved the problems of the melt1ng pot 

of incoming racn . Ai:;a.1n progress . 

There followed the centuries Which 88.'11' the 88-

tahllahaent of the feudal organization. w1th ita definite 

01&ss system, the tor~at1on ot communit1ea, the crusades, 

the 1mport~ce ot the influence ot the church in c1vic and 

aooial aJ'taira . 

Again, becauel'l there 1s no focal point bunt around 

a oonte~poraneoua group ot immortal writere, artiste and 

teaohers or a predo~inant city. the tendency i8 to min1~ize 

human advanoe~ent duri ng the f1ve conturies preceding the 
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-5-

eo-olAlled nTh'll1 of IeaTIling. Yet th1e 1a the pe:-lod :J'f the 

JOl1t.b of .utero 0IT111:; tlon, the dAy of t!l.e founding of 

cd the land, the eetablhbln..'" 0'[ property rl(bt., and tbe birth 

of woden law. 

1'raf!j and becatwe 01 thill oare.tul proo ... of huro ..... 

1nc and tertl11r.lng, oam. tbe ~eDat'8anO'1 a aere continUAnoe 
• 

01 tbe progr ••• , not the un8%!H1'oted. birth of a parentI ••• 11. •• 

da,.. It rib ... " .. 11. •• .apbaJlh on eohnee en<! art and. 

ltterature, and, .01'1 1z;;rtant, the be InnJDg of a public 

ooc.clou.a. •• whicb, confined at firlt to the f1114 01 r.ll~lon, 

h.ld the !mIDd'UoD for 'the later utltDlIlOD to tbl rlalIi ot 

p'n" ent. 

In other word., I lit' to think of tho •• two olnturl •• 

'nd Henry VIII, and tbe b, Inn1Qd of the Revolution In Jmerloa 

and hanc., .. anothe!' dlualnatillJ era, ... ltal .. the ••• 4 

II\lCIcee4lc1 tbe flU w1der 41 trlbutlon "l."lier the teu4al Ol'&:an1-
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-~ 

least ninety per cent of the population a new relationship to 

government had to be evolved. Tbe result was the definite 

acceptance of representative or conetitutional government by 

the greater part of the Western world . 

We are down to modern times, to the speeding up of 

events and trends because, primarily, of the strudee of 1n-

ventlon, especially 1n the field of communication. The 

~lneteenth century began to destroy the old handicaps of 

distance and our day 1e finishing the taak. We look on a 

world pioture, not a gallery of national representations. 

Tbe oivilization trend covers all oontinents, not Europe 

alone. 

Thia wan one of two important contributions of the 

nineteenth century, and the other was the founding of general 

education. It 1s not broadly realized that up to fifty yeare 

ago education waa confined to a emall fraction of the inhabi

tante of what we recognized as the more highly civilized 

natione. The great maeeea of men and women were outeide the 

pale, ewayed by emotions and physioal neede, rather than by 

reaeon eprin[ing from knowledge. A century ago illiteraoy 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 5
; F

ol
de

r=
 F

D
R

 In
sc

rib
ed

 S
pe

ec
he

s:
 P

hi
 B

et
a 

K
ap

pa
 S

pe
ec

h,
 H

ar
va

rd
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity

, J
un

e 
17

, 1
92

9



-7-

was the lot of the majority, not as it 1s today of the 002-

parati'1e few. The first step, within the memory of our own 

fathers, was the acceptance of the new prinoiple of comparative 

education in the ultimate steps toward learning. 

It we analyze further the contribution towa:rd hllmen 

progress during the nineteenth century, we gain further proof 

that roe cannot single out individual bighspote through the 

passing of the centuries and give them democratio labels. 

The metamorphosis 1s constant and always in the .&me direction -

8. comparison to a pendulw:l. 1s fallacious. 4a 8. rsaul t of 

invention and education, the two great impulses of the 

nineteenth century, the ground was prepared for the daye 1n 

wblcb we now live . 'or example, the development of machinery, 

driven by other than man or animal p01ll'er, la1d the fQ1JDdation 

for industrial life and greatly stimulated the growth of 

urban communities. The evolution of the railway and the 

teleeraph 1II'ere suoceeded in the latter years by the motor 

driven vehicle, the airpl~e and the radio . The entrance 

of science into the field of agriculture hu lIIeant that in 

spite of the doubling of the 1II'Orld i a population during the 
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-e-

past one hundred years. a population whicb haa remained almost 

without increase, has been able to provide the necessary tood 

for the vast urban ~cceG81on . Dur1nc the latter years aleo 

the record of ele~entBry education h~B 10g1cally been followed 

by the second step - - the exteDe10n of college and post

gr~duate training whicb goes on apace today. This 1s not a 

mere record of the faot that there 18 BO much more to learn 

today than fifty years ago; it 18 due in at least equal measure 

to the breaking down of the class or caste system of the past , 

Where half a century ago the education of the childr en of t he 

farmer, of the mechanic or of the m~re worker ended, r.1th 

good luck in the grade acbool, the high Bchool 1s today the 

rule and the oollege 18 more and more beooming the rule . 

When, however, we aek ourselvee what ia the out-

atandine trend of thia year of gr~ce and its immediate pre-

decessore and successors, we can take as our criteria merely 

physical aspects of ch~~e; we can call this the Age of 

Universal Education even more than we can call it the Age 

of Industrialism or the Age of Science or the Age of Oommun1 -

cation. Theee are facte, definite milestones, ~ark~rs on 
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-9-

the chart but not the 11ne of the course itself. 

We must look more deeply and, 1n the final analysia, 

it 18 to the social struoture itself that we must turn. In 

other words, we must attach importance to physical and material 

chenges 1n the lives of the world population only 1n so far 

&8 some of these changes affect existing conditions . 

Fifty years ago we hUmane were still divided by an 

individually existing cla88 consclousness. Popular government 

had come to greAter or leBS degree to most natione, but tbe 

influences of the old regime were still potent 1n every nat i on . 

It 1e not so long ago that our own Harvard catalogue listed 

the young gentlemen 1n our halls as thus above those below 

the salt; a8 those w1th Eequire after their namea and those 

with a ~ere prefix of Uister . At an ev~n later p@riod tbe 

re8ult~ of a young men who married out of his Cl&88 were 

permanently serious. As for the lot of our grandmothers, 

it was, in comparison with that of our dauobteT8, the acme 

of artificial seclueion and artificial barriers . When, fOT 

instance, did b~thtub8 and running water firqt enter the 

homes of the 01asse8 then called ~upper"? How long ago was 

I 
C

ol
le

ct
io

n:
 G

ra
ce

 T
ul

ly
 A

rc
hi

ve
; S

er
ie

s:
 G

ra
ce

 T
ul

ly
 P

ap
er

s 
B

ox
 5

; F
ol

de
r=

 F
D

R
 In

sc
rib

ed
 S

pe
ec

he
s:

 P
hi

 B
et

a 
K

ap
pa

 S
pe

ec
h,

 H
ar

va
rd

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
, J

un
e 

17
, 1

92
9



- Ie>-

it considered a lllark of what they then called res?Bctab1l1 ty 

to own a borse and carrlate1 Our own fathers and mothers can 

remember the day! 

It 1a d1!ficul t, &8 I heve before suggested, to find 

II. phrase to describe the fundamentale of the present trend • 

• e cannot call thia a socialietic age, or II. communistic age, 

for the terma are preempted by speotal groups; we cannot oall 

i t tbe de~CTatlc age tor that connotes affaire of goYernment -

end in any event the RepublIcans baYe held the center of the 

etage for ten years. 

While I must use it as II. temporary eXpedient, as the 

word ·coo:;>erats· wae ueed during the World "'ar, I incline to 

the phraee ·The A.,:;e of Social Con801oueneu l as moat fitUng 

the trend of our own day. It beet describes the change in the 

aoelal rel~tlon8hlp8 . 

Thi e broad current falls into two main channels . 

First, the very definite breaking down of the remnants of 

hereditary caste, ~d the ~lacing of men and women on a 

closer comparable and competitive basis. The KanS&8 farmer 

and the New Yurk mechanic send their ~ons and their daughters 

to colle6s; there i9 a motor oar for one out of every four 

of tte ir~abitant9 of t~e United States; propeT sanitation, 
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-11-

excellent transportation, elect rio light, musio, art, books 

by the million, the ~e~s cf the day, the clothing, ready made 

food -- all these axe literally at the commend of the majority 

of our citizel'!.s. The luxuries cf the past generation are 

beoome the neoessities of the present; in creature co~crta, 

the making easy of daily household, we have gained more in 

fifty years than in the previous five oenturies. 

In the vooations of life, alao the conditions 

surrounding work - clsrical and :::anua.l - are shown a steady 

rise to ahorter hours and more healthful surroundings; and 

in the field of avooations, the moat noteworthy change hae 

been the discovery of recreational sports and outdoor play for 

the benefit of the city-dwelling men, women and children. 

The point of emphasis is that in all of this wbat used to be 

the privileges of the fsw has come to be the acoepted heritage 

of ths many . 

A century and a half ego our forefathers spoke in 

theoretical terza of equality, meaning thereby more par

t.1cularly the equality of right. L'uch later come the ideal 

of the equality of opportunity. and it has heen only in these 

latter years that we have aeen, at least in part, its 

realization. 

I 
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-12-

In this aspect the social consciousness of this age 

~akeB const~~t strides. In all materi~l ~artlcular8 the changes 

and importance are weighed in their relationohip to the good of 

the community; and even though there be Glarine instances of 

individual or group gelflehneaa, dishonesty in high places, and, 

of late, a tendency towards the concentration of material pousr 

into the handa of the few, yet, nevertheless, the term "My 

neighbor' 1s made to apply far ~or£ to fellow men and women, 

rich and poor, Je~ ~d ~entl1e. than it d1d in the days gone by 

when "Yy Neighbor" meant one ' s personal friends and associateo 

and the members of one l ~ own aeet . 

In the other c~ream modern 9001~1 consciousness has 

entered a wholly new phase. We have evolved oommunity obli-

gatione und!,e~"Ied of one hundred :.-ea.rB BGo. The State, the 

church ~~d associations of private oitizens have undsrt~~en 

the definite care of tne n1ck, the or1ppled and the mentally 

de!101ent . ~e are reaohinc far into more d1ff1cult protlc~B, 

aueh as the effeot of the intermiOG11nc of Tnoes and the 

neceeoity for increasing popul"_t1onA in Given areas of the 

world'a eurfaoe and of limitinc the inorease 1n other racas . 
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- 1J..-

~e are investigating and stampinc out the cnuses of disease and 

we are ellminating duplication ~d waete in production , Uore 

and ~ore we are provine that modern condit!~ns require the w3rld 

instead of the merely national point of view. 

In this S8mS catalo~e falls the strides ~ade in t he 

past decade toward the ultimate avoidance of a~ed conflict . 

I t i8 based just as much on the better understood economics of 

mankind as 1 t 19 on the spir1 tue] outlook . 

~e b081 of the sooi81 consciousness of our today i s 

a worthy gopl . It oonfor~B 1 think more truly to the teachings 

of rellSion t~an any objective of previous centur1es. Tbat it 

has its pitfal l s and denCers i~ undeniabl e; th~t i t may lead to 

a compledty of life whicb \i111 drive mankind to a revolt i n 

favor of a s1mpler existence i8 possible ; tha t the same com-

plexlties may demAnd so much over-organi zation, enormousl y i o-

creased power over human beings will be narrowed into the hands 

of a new type of 011~archy is a danger of the future ; that the 

strain .;)! our da11y doings lay eo weaken ou:' material and 

physical fibre that so-called le08 oivilized races may replace 

the preeent doni~ant nntiona i' also a potential1ty for our 

grandchildren ' s day, Uevertheless, this age cf social conflciou~-

~ees 1~ ~1th us no~ . We are oarr1ed to it for better or worse ; 
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-14-

we are a part of it and whatever cay be our doubts or fears, we 

can do no good to our fellow ~en by sitting idly by or to seek 

to dam the current with a brick . P~ther 1s it our privilege to 

help direct the ultl~ate course. In 60 dolne we can v~ guided 

by two lessons of the past : firot, the recorded history of the 

human race, showing the causes and effects of the In! l uenceG 

behind that up.nrd growth of ci vilization; secondly, simpler 

moralltleA which have been true of all the oenturies • 

• 
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