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Address of President Roosevelt at the Commemoration

Ceremony in honor of the One Hundredth Anmiversary

of the
Death of Gilbert du Motlier Marguis de La Favette
At a Joint Session of Congress

May 20, 1934

— e e - W mmm e — —

Mr. President, lr. Speaker, Mr. Ambassador, Members of the

Congress, Gentlemen of the Supreme Court, my friends:

A century ago President Andrew Jackson, in communicating the

melancholy news of the death of LaFayette to the Comgress of the

United States, called it "afflicting intelligence." And so it was. l

It made more than one Nation mourn, none more than our own. The |

Marquis de LaFayette was referred to in a General Urder to our Army
and Navy as "the distinguished friend of the United States;"™ and the a

Congress, with rare felicity, added to this the phrase, "the friend

of Waghington, and the friend of liberty."

In this three—fold role of friendship we the people of this

Nation have enshrined him in our hearts, and today we cherish his
memory above that of any citizen of a foreign country. It is as onme
of our Nation's peerless heroes that we hail him, just as his beloved
France enshrined him in the Pantheon of her immortal sona.

Many generations later, more than two million American boys,

backed by the solidarity of a great Nation, went to france. Those

soldiers and sallors were repaying the debt of gratitude we owe to
LaFayette and at the same time they were seeking to preserve those

fundamentals of liberty and democracy to which in a previous age he

had dedicated his life.

There is no higher tribute we can pay to his memory than this

we pay today. In communicating his death to the Nation, President

Jaeckson ordered that "the same honors be rendered him as were observed
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upon the decease of Washington." Jackson was moved by the tenderness of

& personal friendship — moved as he said, "by personal as by public con-
siderations" to direct that every honor be paid "the last Major General
of the Revolutionary Army."

We know the exquisite relationship which existed between Washington
and LaFayette, and I am indeed pleased that the Ambassador of the French
Republic has referred to this friendship. It was that of father and son.
For the great Virginian the Yrenchman had a veneration and love which
approached homage. To him Washington was an ideal — almost more than
human,

With Andrew Jackson, the friendship bore perhaps a more personal
and intimate cast, because the two were more of an age. Both were mere
youngsters at the outbrealk of the ﬂevnlutinnary War. Jackson, a boy of
ten in 1777, first saw LaFayette when he landed inm Uhariestnn and before
he started northward to meet the Congress. The sight of the gallant
young Frenchman was so deeply engraved in the heart of Andrew Jackson
that half a century later it was as vivid as the day it was etched.
Jackson himself, even in boyhood was to contribute his mite "to shake
off the yoke of tyranny, and to build up the fabric of frée govermment."
And when LaFayette visited our shores again in 1824, Jackson wrote him
a pean of welcome, in which he referred to the state of his "own youthful
feelings" on the occasion of that first visit. His coming then, he said,
"aroused every patriot from a state of despair to that of confidence in
our bleeding cause, while the shout of victory or death was sung through
the welkin. It inspired an enthusiasm becoming the people who had re-
solved to be free."

When they met here in Washington Lalayette said this to the Hero
of New Orleans, "Had you witnessed my anxiety, when on a sudden all Europe
was pacified, and the flower of the British &rmy were on their way teo
Louisiana, you would still better judge what I felt of relief, joy and
pride on receiving the glorious account of your victory. I have long

anticipated the pleasure to take you by the hand, and whatever be your

future movements I will not leave the United States before I have sesked




&

and found opportunity to express in person my high regard and sincere
friendship."

This first meeting was as aimple and genuine as thelr natures,
Jackson had come to Washington for the session of the Congress, as
Senator from Tennessee. He put up with his old friend, John Gadsby,
at the Franklin House; and immediately learned that LaFayette was a
guest in the same Inn. The Mayor of Washington had informed the
President of the United States that "the friend of the people (LaFayette)
must be the guest of the people, and could not stay at the White House."
' It was a memorable Congress that vear, the last to elect a Presi-
dent of the United States, and Andrew Jackson was in the thick of the
storm. The two old soldiers saw much of each other during that long
winter and ag a member of the Senate Jackson took part in all the cer-
emonies held in honmor of the French patriot.

It stands on the record of the day that "LaFayette was the only
man who ever was, In his personal capacity, publicly received by the

Senate of the United States." The record shows that they received him

"as a brother, rather than a stranger, as one of a loving family, come
from a distant shore, after a long and weary absence, to revisit the
friends of his youth."

Senator Barbour of Virginia presented him., The President and
the Senators rose from their seats, uncovered, and the Gemeral, ad-
vancing toward the Chair of the Senate, was-invited to take a seat pre-

pared for him on the right of the Chair. The Senate then was adjourned,

the while the Senators flocked about their guest and gave him a warm-
hearted welcome.,
It was glven to the House of Representatives to extend the welcome

of the Nation. Exactly such an assembly as this now before me met in the

Hall of Representatives, every branch of the Govermment fully in attendance.

Henry Clay, the Speaker, in expressing what was in the hearts of the people,

sald, "The vain wish has sometimes been indulged that Providence would
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plate the immediate changes which had taken place." To LaFayette had come,
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he said,

L1 3
the realization of the consoling object of that wish."

"General, you are in the midst of posterity."

liﬁ 3
0, Mr. Speaker," replied LaFayette, "posterity has not bepgun

for me since, in the sons of my ceompanions and friends, I find the

same public feelings in my behalf which I have had the happiness to

experience in their fathers."

I like to remember also the picture of the visit of General
LaFayette to General Jackson at the Hermitage. When Lalayette landed
at Nashville, the people stood far back and let Jackson go forward
alone to greet him and to welcome him as his feet touched the shore.

At the official welcome of the State of Tennessee, a group of
Revolutionary soldiers, some thirty or forty officers and men, stepped
forward to greet the old patriot. He saluted each of them with animation
and affection. Suddenly his eye fell on ome whom he had known in France,
who had come with him to America and had been st his side during the
Revolution., This worn and wearied old soldier had ridden one hundred
miles to see his old General, and when they met they fell into each
other's arms, kissed each other as only Fremchmen can perform that act
of devotion, and sobbed alowd.

The next day Jackson entertained him at the Hermitage. The people
seemed to sense that history was being made and left them much to them-
selves. They talked about the French and American Revelutions, and much
about Napoleon. Jackson took pride in showing him over the house he had
built for his beloved wife. He produced a box of pistols, and opening it,
asked LaFayette if he knew whose pistols they were. "Yes," said LaFayette,
"they are the ones I gave to General Washingtom in 1778, and," he added,
"l feel a real satisfaction in finding them in the hands of a man so
worthy of such a heritage."

Today I have brought to show to the Congress of the United States
another link between LaFayette and ouwr country — a sword which has never
yet been shown to the American people,

After the termination of the World War and the reoccupation of

Alsace by the Fremch, this sword was rediscovered. Its history is this:




Shortly before the death of Washington his old companions in arms —-
those pallant Frenchmen who had taken part in our War of the Revolution
— Jjolned together and had this sword made by special order to be pre-
sented to their former Commander-in-Chief.

Before the presentation could be made, Washington died and 133
vears later, through the fine courtesy and feeling of the present Gov-
ermment of France, the sword was brought to America by a distinguished
descendant of General LaFayvette and presented to the present President
of the United States. This sword rests and will rest for all time below
the portrait of President Washington in the White House.

I like to associate LaFayette and Jackson., LaFayette's last letter
to Jackson was an appeal for help from the Congress for the family of a
brave Frenchman who had served in our Revolutionary War. His last thoughts

were of Congress and of Jackson. He instructed his son to send to Jackson,

for transmittal to the Congress, "a copper plate on which was inseribed

the first engraved copy of the American Ueclaration of Independence to

be deposited in their Library as a last tribute of respect, patriotic

love and affection for his adopted country."

It is a eingular coincidence that Jackson's mind many years later
turned to LaFavette in his last hours. When Jackson's will, signed with
his palsied hand, was opened, it was found that he had bequeathed to George
Washington LaFayette "the pistols of General LaFayette which were presented
by him to General George Washington, and by Colomel William Robertson pre-
sented to me." These he desired sent to the son of his old friemd, as his
will declared, "as a memento of the illustrious persomages through whose
hands they have passed, his father, and the Father of his country."

My, Ambassador, I trust that you will inform our good friend, the

Preaident of the French Republic, the Government of France, and through

them the people of France that on this Hundredth Anniversary of the death

of Gilbert du Motier Marquis de LaFayette we, the representatives of the
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people of the United States, have assembled once more to do honor to the

friend of America.
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Ambassador, Members
of the Congress, Gentlemen of the Supreme Court, my friends:
A century ago President Andrew Jackson, in communicating
the melancholy news of the death of LaFayette to the Con-
gress of the United States, called it "afflieting intelli-
gence." And so it was. It made more than one Nation
mourn, none more than our own. The Marquis de LaFayette
was referred to in a General Order to our Army and Navy

as "the distinguished friend of the United States;" and the
Congress, with rare felicity, added tec this the phrase,
"the friend of Washington, and the friend of liberty."

In this three=fold role of friendship we the people
of this Nation have enshrined him in our hearts, and today
we cherish his memory above that of any citizen of a for-
eign country., It is as one of our Nation's peerless
heroes that we hail him, just as his beloved France en-
shrined him in the Pantheon of her immortal sons.

Many generations later, more than two million Amer-
ican boys, backed by the solidarity of a great Nation,
went to France, Those soldiers and sailors were repaying
the debt of gratitude we owe to LaFayette and at the same
time they were secking to preserve those fundamentals of
liberty and dcmocracy to which in a previous age he had
dedicated his lifo.

There is no higher tribute we can pay to his memory
than this we pay today. In communicating his death to the
Nation, President Jackson ordered that "the same honors be
rendered him as were obscrved upon the decease of Washing-
ton," Jackson was moved by the tenderncss of a personal
friendship -- moved as he sald, "by perscnal as by public
considerations" to direct that every honor be paid "the
last Major General of the Revoluticnary Army."

We know the exquisite rclationship which existed be-
tweon Washington and LaFayectte, and I am indced pleased
that the Ambassador of the French Republic has referred

to this friendship. It was that of father and son, For
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the great Virginian the Frenchman had a vencration and
love which approached homage., To him Washington was
an idecal =- almost more than human,

With Andrew Jackson, the friendship bore perhaps a
more personal and intimate cast, bcecausc the two were morce
of an age. Both were merc youngsters at the outbreak of
the Revolutionary War, Jackson, a boy of ten in 1777, first
saw LaFayctte when he landed in Charleston and before he
startecd northward to meet the Congress. The sight of the
gallant young Frenchman was soO deeply engraved in the heart
of Andrew Jackson that half a ccentury later it was as vivid
as the day it was ctchod. Jackson himsclf, even in boyhood
was to contributc his mite "to shake off the yoke of tyran-
ny, and to build up the fabric of frecc government." And
when LaFayctte visited our shores again in 1824, Jackson
wrote him a pean of welcome, in which he referred to the
state of his "own youthful feclings" on the occasion of
that first visit. His coming then, he said, "aroused every
patriot from a state of despair to that of confidence in our
bleeding cause, whilec the shout of victory or decath was
sung through the welkin. It inspircd an ecnthusiasm becom-
ing the pcople who had resolved to be freec.”

When they met here in Washington LaFayctte sald this
to the Hero of New Orlcans, "Had you witnecsscd my anxicty,
when on a sudden all Europc was pacified, and the flower
of tho British Army were on their way to Louisiana, you
would still better judge what I felt of relicf, Jjoy and
pride on receciving the glorious account of your victory.

I have long anticipated the pleasure to take you by the
hand, and whatover be your futurc movements I will notl leave
the United States before I have secked and found opportun=-

ity to cxpress in person my high regard and sincere fricend-

ship."
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This first meeting was as simple and genuine as
their natures, Jackson had come to Washington for the
session of the Congress, as Senator from Tennessee, He
put up with his old friend, John Gadsby, at the Franklin
House; and immediately learned that LaFayette was a guest
in the same Inn, The Mayor of Washington had informed the
President of the United States that "the friend of the
people (LaFayette) must be the guest of the people, and
could not stay at the White House."

It was a memorable Congress that year, the last to
elect a President of the United States, and Andrew Jackson
was in the thick of the storm, The two old soldiers saw
much of each other during that long winter and as a member
of the Senate Jackson took part in all the ceremonies held
in honor of the French patriot.

It stands on the record of the day that "LaFayette
was the only man who ever was, in his personal capacily,

publicly received by the Senate of the United States."

The record shows that they received him "as a brother,
rather than a stranger, as one of a loving family, come
from a distant shore, after a long and weary absence, %0
revisit the friends of his youth."

Senator Barbour of Virginia presented him. The Presi-
dent and the Senators rose from their seats, uncovered, and
the General, advancing toward the Chair of the Senate, was
jnvited to take a seat prepared for him on the right of
the Chair. The Scnate then was adjournced, the while the
Scnators flocked about their guest and gave him a warm-
hearted wclcomc.,

It was given to the Housc of Represcntatives to ex-
tend the welcome of the Nation. Exactly such an assembly
as this now beforo me met in the Hall of Representatives,
every bfanch of the Government fully in attendance. Henry

Clay, thc Speaker, in expressing what was in the hcarts of
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the people, said, "The vain wish has somctimes been indulg-
¢cd that Providence would allow the patriot, after decath, to
rcturn to his country, and to contemplate the immediate
changes which had taken place." To LaFaycttc had come, he
sald, "the rcalization of the consoling object of that
wish,"

"General, you arc in the midst of posterity."”

"No, Mr. Spcaker," replicd LaFayctte, "posterity has
not begun for me since, in thec sons of my companions and
friends, I find thec samc public feclings in my bechalf which
I have had the happincss to expericnec in their fathers.®

I like to remcmber also the picturc of the visit of
General LaFayette to General Jackson at the Hermitage.
When LaFayette landed at Nashville, the pcople stood far
back and let Jackson go forward alone to greet him and to
welcome him as his fect touched the shore.

At the official welcome of the State of Tennessee,

a group of Revolutionary soldicers, some thirty or forty
officers and men, stepped forward to greet the old patriot,
He saluted cach of them with animation and affection. Sud-
denly his eye fell on onc whom he had knovm in France, who
had comc with him to Amcrica and had been at his side dur-
ing the Revelution, This worn and wecaried old soldicr had
ridden one hundred miles to sce his old General, and when
they met they fell into cach other's arms, kissed cach
other as only Frenchmen can perform that act of devotllion,
and sobbed aloud.

The next day Jackson cntertained him at the Hermit-
age, Thec pcople scemed to scensce that history was belng
made and loft them much to themselves, They talked about
the French and American Revolutions, and much about Nap-
oleon, Jackson took pride in showing him over the house
he had built for his beloved wife. He produced a box of

pistols, and opening it, asked LaFayctte if he knew whosc
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pistols they were. "Yes," said LaFayette, '"they are the
ones I gave to General Washington in 1778, and," he added

"I feel a real satisfaction in finding them in the hands
of a man so worthy of such a heritage."

Today I have brought to show to the Congress of the
United States another link between LaFayette and our
country == a sword which has never yet been shown to the
American people,

After the termination of the World War and the re-
occupation of Alsace by the French, this sword was redis-
covered. Its history is this: Shortly before the death
of Washington his o0ld companions in arms =- those gallant
Frenchmen who had taken part in our War of the Revolution
-= joined together and had this sword made by special order
to be presented to their former Commander-in-Chief.

Before the presentation could be made, Washington
died and 133 years later, through the fine courtesy and
feoeling of the present Government of France, the sword was
brought to America by a distinguished descendant of Genecral

LaFayecttec and presentod to the present President of the

United States., This sword rests and will rest for all time

below tho portrait of President Washington in the White

House,

I like to associatc LaFayettec and Jackson. LaFaycttec's

last lectter to Jackson was an appecal for help from the Con-
gress for the family of a brave Froenchman who had scrved
in our Revolutionary War. His last thoughts were of Con-
gress and of Jackson. He instructed his son to scnd to
Jackson, for transmittal to tho Congross, "a copper plate
on which was inscribed the first cngraved copy of the Amers-
ican Declaration of Independence to be deposited in their
Library as a last tributc of respecct, patriotic love and
affcetlon for his adopted country."

It is a singular coincidence that Jackson's mind

i
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many ycars latcer turnced to LaFayette in his last hours.
When Jackson's will, signed with his palsicd hand, was

| opened, it was found that he had bequecathed to George

Washington LaFaycttc "the pistols of General LaFayctte
which were prescnted by him to General George Washington,
and by Coloncl William Robertson prcsented to me." These
nc desired sent to the son of his o1ld friend, as his will
declared, "as a memento of the illustrious personages
through whosc hands they have passed, his father, and the
Father of his country."

Mr. Ambassador, I trust that you will inform our good
friend, the President of the French Republic, the Govern-
ment of France, and through them the pecople of France that
on this Hundredth Anniversary of the death of Gilbert du
Motier Marquis de LaFayctte we, the representatives of the
pcople of the Unitcd States, have asscmbled once more to

do honor to the friend of Amcorica.
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