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Address of President Rooeevelt at the Commemoration 

Ceremony in honor of the One HlUldredth Anniversary 

of the 

Death of Gilbert du Motier Uarquis de La Fayette 

At a Joint Session of Congress 

lIay 20 , 1934 

- = - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1Ir. President. IIr . Speaker, IIr . A.bassador, Meabers of the 

Congress , Gentlemen of the Supreme Court, ~ friends: 

A century ago President Andr8!f Jackson, in cOlllllunicating the 

lIIelancholy news of the death of LaFayette to the Congress of the 

United States, called it "afflicting intelligence .~ And so it was . 

It lIIade lIIore than one Nation mourn , none !lore than OUl" own. The 

Marquis de LaFayette was referred to in a General Order to our Arrq 

and Navy as " the distinguished friend of the IJn1ted States;" and the 

Congreu , with r are felicity, added to this the phrase , "the frie nd 

at Washington, and the f riend of liberty ." 

In thie three-told role of friendship we the Deov1e of this 

Netion have enshrined hiD in our hearts , and today we cherish Ills 

memory above thet of any citi~en of a forei gn country. It i8 as one 

of our Nation' s peerless heroes that we hail him, just as hie beloved 

France enshrined hill 10 the Pantheon of her iuortal sons • 

.IIoan;y generations later, lIore th811 two m.1UioD American boys , 

backed by the solidarity of a grsat Nation, went to Fr ance . Those 

soldiers and sallors were repaying the debt of gratitude we a'"' to 

LaFayette and at the same tille they were seeldng to pNtserve those 

fundamentals of liberty and dlmocracy to which in a previous age he 

had dediCII.ted his life. 

There is no higher tribute we can pay to his lIIellory than this 

we pay today. In communicating his death to the Nation, President 

Jackson ordered that "the sWlle honors be rendered !'li.m as wers observed 
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upon the dece!l.~e of Washington. " Jackson "IlS moved by the tenderness of 

a personal friendship - .IIoved 89 he Mid , "by persona.! as by public 001')­

slderlltlonsn to direct that _ pry honor be paid -the last lIajor General 

of the R.evolut.1onary AnD,y 0-
We know the exquisite ralaUol1ship whieh ansted bet.een 1\'ashington 

and Lafayette, and I am i ndeed pleased that the Ambassador of the French 

Republic has referred to this friendship. I t was that of father and eon . 

For the great Viriinian the }renehllan had a veneration and love wb.1eh 

approached homage . To u.. Washington was a.o ideal. - alaost. more than 

With Andre. Jackson, the friendsh i p bore perhape II. more per sonal. 

and intimate east, beC8UlJ8 the tllO "ere .. ore of an age . Both were .aere 

TOUIIgsters at. the outbraa.k of the Revol utionary War. Jackson, a boy of 

t en in 1771, first. as .. LaFayette .hen he landed in Charlelltoll and before 

he etarted northward to meet the Congress . The e i ght of the gllll' nt 

yOlmg FrenchliM WIIS so deeply engraved ill the heart of Andrew Jackeon 

that half a century later it was as vivid 118 the day i t Willi et.ched . 

Jackson h:Uself , even in boyhood wall to cOlltribute hie aite -to shake 
• 

off the yoke of tyraDl11, and to build up the fabric of rr"" gover_ent .~ 

And when L&F~ette visited oW' shorell age.1n 1n 1824 , Jackllon wrote twa 

a pean of welc~, in which he referred t o the etete of hill ~own youtllful 

feelinge- on the occaeion of tbat firet villit. Kie cosing then , he laid , 

-aroueed e"ery patriot fro. a ltete of despair to th.at of confi dence in 

our bleeding cauae , .. lUle the shout of victory or death .all sung throUih 

the .. elkin . It inspired en enthusiasm bec()lll t ng the people .ho had re-

eolved to be free . ~ 

'hen they lIIet here in 'ashington LaFayette eaid thie to the Hero 

of He .. Orleans, MHad you witnessed ~ anxiety, .. hen on a eudden all Europe 

wall paci f i ed, and the flowor of tho British A~ were on their way to 

Louieiana , you would stUI hetter judge what I felt of r eUef, joy and 

pride on receiving the glorioua acoount of your viCtory . I have long 

antici pated the pleasure t o take you by the band , and whatever be your 

future movemente I will not leave the United Statee hefore I bave lIeeked 
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and found opportUD1ty to express in person ~ I1.1ph re9'ard and sincere 

friendllhip . " 

Thie first meeti ng ~s as si.ple and genuine all their natures . 

Jackson had caroe to Wallh1n~toD for the session of t he Conrress , ae 

Senator f r om Tennenee . He put up with 11.18 old friend, Jolul Gadsby , 

a t the Frsnk1 1n House; and 1.aae<iistel.y learned that LaFayette was .. 

guellt i n the same Inn . The Mayor of WaShington had infol"!lled the 

Prelilident of the United St .. te8 th .. t ~the friend of the people (LaFayette) 

.ust be the guellt of the people, &nd could not lltey at the Whi.te House . " 

I t wall a memorabl e Congrellll that year, the last to elect a Pres i ­

dent of the United States, .. nd Andrew Jackson was i n the thick of t he 

8torm . The t wo ol d soldier. sa. mucb of e .. ch other during that long 

winter and all .. lII_ber of the Senate J .. ckson took pert in all the cer­

eaoll1ell held in honor of the Jl'rench patri ot . 

I t etand8 on the reoord of the day that "LaFayette .... the only 

... n abo lITer was , i n hill per eon&! c"paci ty, publlelJ' reeei.,ed by the 

Senate of the United Stetes.· The record IIhows thst they received hila. 

" ss a brother, rather than a IItra.nger, .. s ODe of .. loving family , eo.e 

frow .. distant shore, .. fter .. long &nd we .. ry .. beence , to revisit t he 

f r iende of bie youth." 

Senator Barbour of Virginia prellented hla . Tbe President and 

tha Senators rose f ..... their eeats, uncovered , .. nd the General , ad­

vanc1ng toward the Chair of the Seil4te, .ae invited. to take a lIeat pis 

pared for h1w on the right of the Chair . The Senats then ... s adjourned, 

the .hile the Senatorll flocked about thei r gueet and gave him a .arD­

hearted .elcODle . 

I t wall given to the House of Repr esentativell to extend the walcowe 

of the Nation . ExacU:t luch an .... eably as thill now before .e wet in the 

Hall of Representative. , every branch of the Cove • .-nt fully in attendance . 

Henl'1 Clay , the Speaker, in expressing ... hat .... i n the he .. rts of the people , 

eaid , "The vll1n willh hall IIOwetiOl.es been indulged that Providence would 

.. 1108 the patriot, after death , to return to his country , and t o contem­

pl ate the immediate changes which had takon place . " To LaFa,yette had COllIe, 
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he said, ftthe realization of the consoling object or that wleb." 

ftGeneral, you are in the midat. of post erity." 

nNo, Mr . Speaker . " replied LaFayette. "posterity has not berun 

for me slnce , in the eODS of my companiono and f riende , I find the 

same public feelinge in my behalf which 1 have had the happiness to 

experience 1n their fathers." 

I like to remember alao t he picture of t he visit of Genoral 

LaFayette to General JaCkson at the Hermitage. When LaF8iJotte landed 

at NashrlJ..le. the neople stood far back and let Jackeoo go forward 

alone to greet h1lII and t.o welcome h.1.II. as his feet touched the shore. 

At the official "elc~e of the State of Tennessee. a group of 

Revolutionary soldiers, some thirty or forty officers and men, stepped 

forward to greet. the old patriot. He saluted each of them with an.1Aat1on 

and affection. Suddenly hie eye fell aD 008 _bOIl he bad kl'lOwn iII France. 

who had come with Id.. to Allarica and had been at hie eide during the 

Revolution. Thie worn and wearied old soldier had ridden one hundred 

.. iles to see his old General. and when they _t they fell into each 

other's arms, kissed esch other ss only Frenchmen can perform that act 

of devotion, and eobbed aloud. 

The next day JaCkson entertained aLa at the Heraltage . The people 

seemed to sense that history .as being made and left th8lll lIoch to thell-

selves. They talked about the French and A.ericM RevoluUoos. and .och 

about Napoleon. Jackson took pride in showin,g: hill over the house he had 

built for his beloved wife. He produced a box of phtols. and opening it. 

asked LaFayette if he knew whose pistols th~ were. "tee," ssid Lafayette, 

nthey are the ones I gave to General Wsshington in 1778, and," he added. 

-I feel a real satisfaction In finding the. in the hands of II. man so 

'll'ortby of such a heritage .-

Today I have broUiht to sbow to the Coo,:vess of the United States 

another lInk between LaFayette and our country - a pard which MS never 

yet. been shown to the American people . 

After the teMDination of the World War &lid the reoccupation of 

AlslI.ce by the French. this award .aa rediscovered . Its b.letol')' Is this: 
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Shortly before the death of Washington his old cOIIIpanionll in arms -­

those gallant FT-enehllen who had taken part in our !far of the Revolution 

- j oined together and had tins sword lIIade by special order to be pre­

lIented to their former Coamander-l n-Chief . 

Before the pr esentatlon eould be made , Washington died and 133 

1e~ later, through t he fin!! courteBY and feeling of the present Gov_ 

er~nt of France , the 8'WOrd was brou,eht to Aaeriea by II dl etlnguiehed 

descendant of General LaFayette and presented to the prallent PreSident 

of the United Statn. This sword rests and will rest for all tiae below 

the portrllit of President Washington in t.he White House. 

I like to associate Lafayette and Jackeon. LaFayette's last letter 

to Jackson wae an IIppeal for help from the Congress for the t~mi] y of II 

brave Frenchlilan who had served tn our Revolutionary !Jar . Hie last thoughts 

.ere of Cangres" and of Jackson. He illstrueted his SOIl to send to Jackson, 

tor tran.m.ttal to the COD,gl'ell, -a copper pate 011. which was in!lcribed 

the firlt engre"ed eopy of tbe "-eriellZl DeclaratiOll. ot Independence to 

be depo!lited in their Llbral'1 al a last tribute of respect, patriotic 

love and a.rfectloll. for hil adopted country .n 

It is a singular coincidsnce that Jaekson's aind ma"1 years later 

turned to LaF.yette 1.rJ his lalt hours . 'll'hen Jackaon ' a w1.ll, aigned rith 

hie pa.hied hand , 'II'U opened, it _a found that he had bequeathed to Geor j!:e 

Waah1ngtOll. LaFayette -the pistolB of General LaFayette which were presented 

by h.1.II to Ce_rlll George .Uh1ngtOIl. and by ColoD8l WUUs. RobertsOC'I pre­

lented to me. w Theae he desired sent to the son of his old rriend. as his 

will declared, was a lIemento of the illustrious peraooages throu,gh .. hose 

handa they havs paned, his father, and the Fathsr of his country-.n 

Yr . blbaseador, I t r ust that you rill iDl'on! our good friend, the 

Prelident of the French Repuhlic , the Government of }'rence, and tbrough 

thell the people of France that on th.iII Hundredth Annlvlitrsary of the death 

of Gilbert du MoUer Msrqul. de LaFayette .. s , the representatives of ths 

people of the United Statee, have sssemhled onc • .are to do honor to the 

friend of America. 
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IIJ}!EDIATE RELEASE Yay 20 . 1934 

FOR THE PRESS 

Official stenographic report of the 

Address of President Roosevelt at the Commemoration 

Ceremony 1n honor of the One Hundredth Ann i versary 

of the 

Death ot Gilbert du Motier Mar quis de La Fayette 

At a Joint Session of Congress 

May 20 , 1934 
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Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, 1,lr. Ambassador, I,lembers 

of the Congress, Gentlemen of the Supreme Court, my friends: 

A century ago President Andrew Jackson, in communicating 

the melancholy news of the deuth of laFayette t o the Con­

gress of the United states, c[l.110d it "afflicting intelli ­

gence." And so it was. It made more than one Nation 

mourn, none more than our ol'ln . The Marquis de laFayette 

was referred to in a General Order to our Army and Navy 

as "the distinguished friend of the United states;" and the 

Congress, with rare felicity . added to this the phrase, 

"the friend of Washington, and the friend of liberty." 

In this three - fold role of friendship 1'10 the people 

of this Nation have enshrined him in our hearts, and today 

we cherish his memory above that of any citizen of a for ­

eign country. It is as one of our Nation ' s peerless 

heroes that we hail him , Just as his beloved France en­

shrined him in the Panthcon of her immortal sons. 

Many generations later, more than two million Amer ­

ican boys, backod by the solidarity of a great Nation, 

went to France. Those soldiers and sailors were repaying 

the debt of gratitude wc owe to LaFayette and at the same 

time they Vlere socking to preserve those fundamentals of 

liberty and democracy to which in a previous age he had 

dedicated his 11fc. 

There is no highcr tribute we can pay to his memory 

than this we pay today. In communicating his death to the 

Nation, Prcsident Jackson ordered that "the same honors be 

rcndcred him as were observed upon the decease of Washing ­

ton." Jackson was moved by the tenderness of a personal 

friendship __ . moved as he said, "by personal as by public 

considcrations" to direct that every honor be paid "the 

last Major General of the Revelutionary Army." 

\'/e know the exquisite relationship which existed be ­

tween Washington and LaFayette, and I am indoed ploased 

that the Ambassador of the French Republic has referred 

to this friendship. It was tha t of father and son, For 
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tho great Vire1nlan tho Frcnch~n had a veneration and 

love which approached homage. To him Washington \'(a9 

an ideal -- almost. more than hUman . 

With Andrew JacKson , tho friendship bore perhaps Il 

more personal and i ntimate cast , because tho two IVoro more 

ot an age. Both Vlore more youngsters at the outbreak of 

tho Revolutionary \'Iar . Jackson , a boy of ten 1n 1777 , first 

saw laFayette when ho landed in Charleston and before he 

started northward to meot tho Congress . Tho sight of the 

gallant young Frenchman \'//lS so deeply engraved in the heart 

of Andrew Jackson that halt a century later it was as vivid 

as tho day it was etchod. JaoKson himself , even in boyhood 

was to contr ibute his mite "to s~ko off tho yoke of tyran­

ny, and to build up the fabric ot tro o government." And 

when laFayette visited our ehoros again in 1824, Jackson 

wrote him a pean ef l"Ielcome. in which he referred to the 

state of his "own youthful feellnge" on the occasion of 

that first visit. His com i ng then, he said , "aroused overy 

patriot from a state of dospair to that of confidence 1n our 

bleeding cause , while the shout of vietory or death Vias 

sung through the ~e lkin. It inspired an ent~usiasm becom· 

ing the people I'tho had r esolved to be fre e . " 

When they met here in Washington LaFayette said this 

to the Horo of New Orleans , "Had you witnossed my anxiety, 

whon on a sudden all Europe 17as pacified, nnd the flower 

of tho British Army Vloro on thoir way to LOuisiana, you 

would still bottor judgo Ylhat I fclt of rellef, joy and 

pride on roceiving t he glorious account of your victory. 

I have long anticipated tho pleasuro to take you by tho 

hand, and whatovor be your future mOvements I will not loave 

tho United Statos before I have sooked and found opportun· 

i ty to oxpress in persen my high regard and s i ncere fri end ~ 

ship . " 
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, 

This first meeting was as simple and genuine as 

their natures . Jackson had come to V/ashington for the 

session of the Congress , as Sena t or from Tennessee. He 

put up with his old f riend , John Gadsby , at t~e Franklin 

House ; and i~mediately learned that LaFayette was a guest 

in the same Inn . The Mayor of Vlashingt.on had informed the 

President of the United States that "the friend of the 

people (laFayette) must be the guest of the people , and 

cou l d not stay at the White House." 

It \Yas a memorable Congress that year , the last to 

elect a President of the United States , and Andrew Jackson 

was in the thick of the storm. The two old soldiers saw 

much of each other during that long winter and as a member 

of the Senate Jackson took part in all the cere~onies held 

in honor of the French patriot . 

It stands on the record of t!1e day that "laFayette 

was the only man who ever was, in hi3 pe r sonal capacity , 

publicly received by the Senate of the United St ates ." 

The record shows that they received hi m "as a brothe r, 

rather than a stranger , as one of a loving family , come 

from a distant shore , after a l ong and weary absence , to 

revisit the friends of his youth . " 

Senator Barbour of Virginia presented him . The Presi · 

dent and the Senaters rose from their seats , u ncovered , and 

the General , adVancing toward the Chair of the Senate , was 

invited to take a seat prepared for him on the right of 

the Chair. The ~enate thon was adjOurned , the while the 

Sonators flockcd about their guest and gave him a warm-

hearted welcome . 

It Vias given to the Housc e f Representatives to ox ­

tend tho welcome of the Nation . Exact l y such an assembly 

as this noV! bofore me met in the Ha l l of Representatives , 

overy branc~ of the Government fully in attendance . Henry 

Clay , the Speaker , 1n expressing what VIas 1n tho hearts of 
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the pcoplQ, said , "The vain wi sh has sometimes been indulg ­

ed tha t Providence r/ould allow the patriot, after death, to 

return to his country , and to cont emplate the immediate 

changes which had taken place." T L F tt h d h o a ayc c.a com e , c 

said , "the realization of the consoling object of that 

wish." 

"General • you arc in the midst of posterity." 

"No, Mr. Speaker ," repl i ed LaFayette , "posterity hilS 

not begun for me since, in the sons of my companions and 

friends , I find the sarno public feelings i n my behalf \",hich 

I have had the happiness to exper i ence 1n t heir fathers . " 

I like t o remember also t he picture of the Visi t of 

General laFaye tt e to General Jackson a t the Hermitage. 

V/hen LaFayette landed at NashVille, t he people stood far 

back and let Jackson go forvlard alone to greet him and to 

welcome him as his fe et touched the shore. 

At the o ffi cial welcome of the sta t e of Tennessee , 

a gr oup o f Revolutionary soldiers , some thirty or f orty 

officers and men , stepped forward to gree t the old pa triot . 

He saluted each of them I"lith animation and affection . Sud -

denly his eye fell on one whom ho had knewn in France, who 

had come with him to America and had been at his side dur -

ing t he Revolution. This \'lorn and \'Iearied old sold i er had 

ridden one hundred miles to see his old General , and Ivhen 

they met they fell i nte each other ' s arms , kissed each 

other as only Frenchmen can perform that act o f devot i on , 

and sobbed a l oud . 

Tho next day Jackson enter t ained him at the Hermi t­

age. The peop l e seemed to sense t hat history Vias being 

made and lef t them much to themselves. They talked about 

the French and American Revolutions, and much abou t Nap ­

oleon . Jackson took pride in showing him over the house 

hc had built fer his beloved Vlife. He produced a box of 

pistols, and opening it, asked LaFayette if he knew whose 
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pistols they were. "Yes , " said LaFayette, " t hey arc the 

ones I gave to General Washing ton In 1778, and , " he added, 

"! feel a real satis f action 1n finding them In the hands 

of a man so worthy of such a heritage." 

Today I have brought to show t o the Congress of the 

United States another link between LaFayette and our 

country -- a sword which has never yet been shown to the 

American people. 

After the termination of the Vlorld War and the re ­

occupation of Alsnce by the French , this sword was redis -

covered . Its history is this: Shortly before the death 

of Washington his old companions In arms -- those gallant 

Frenchmen who had taken part 1n our ... ·var of the Revolution 

-- jOined together and had this arlOI'd made by special order 

to be presented to their former Commander - in -Chief. 

Before the presentation could be made, Washington 

died and 133 years later , through the fine courtesy and 

feoling of the present Government of France , the sword was 

brought to America by a distinguished descendant of Goneral 

laFayette and presented to thc present Prcsident of tho 

Unitcd states . This sViord rests and will rest for all timc 

belov, tho portrait of President Washington in the Whito 

House . 

I like to associate LaFayette and Jackson. LaFayette's 

last letter to Jackson was an appeal for holp from thc Con­

gress for the family of a brave Fronchman who had served 

in our Revolutionary War. His last thoughts lYere of Con­

gress and ef Jackson. Ho instructed his son to send to 

Jackson , for transmittal to tho Congress, "0. copper plato 

on which VlnS inscribed the first engraved copy of thc Amer ­

ican Declaration of Independonco to be deposited in their 

Library as a last tribute of rospect , patriotic lovo and 

affection for his adopted country." 

It is a Singular coincidonce that Jackson ' s mind 

C
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many years later turned to LaFayette in his lest hours . 

When Jackson ' s ITi ll , signed \'lith his paloicd hand , l'Ias 

opened , it was found that he had bequeathed to Gcorge 

Was hington Lafayette "the pistols of General LaFayette 

which we r e prcscnted by him to General Geo rge Washington , 

and by Colonel Will i nm Robertson presented to me . " Those 

he desired sent to the 60n of his old friend , as his will 

declared , "as n memento of the illustrious personages 

through Ylhos e Mnds they have pnsscd , h is father , and the 

Father of his count ry." 

I~r . Ambassador , I trust that you wi l l inform our good 

friend , the President of tho French Republic , the Govern­

ment of France , and through them the people of France that 

on this Hundredth Anniversary of the death of Gilbert du 

).Iotier Marquis de LaFllyette we, the representatives ot the 

people ot the United States , have assembled once morc to 

do honor to the triend ot Amorica . 
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