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Nldr en Deliver&d by the President 
At u. .. Greduat10n EJcorcisn of the Unive r sity ot Vi rginh 

Charlottesville, Virgini .. , June 10 , 1940 

PRiSlDE:IT "E";;Co:..'I:, UY jo'Rlr.:IDS OF tliE \'1'Iv:ER5!TY Or'VIRGIlaA. 

I notioc by the pro&ratrl that I 9Jll ... ked to Il<Idren the 
ohases of 1940 . I avail myself of that privilege but I .. 180 take 
this very apt occasion to "peek to many other 01aaa05 , classes that 
have ers.dus.ted through all th(l yenr" chsses t ha t e r a still in tho 
pe riod of study , clenel not 810ne of tho schools of lonrning of the 
NOltion but clenel that luov ... oorn<! up through the. "rOOlt 80hoo1& of 
e " p<lrience; in other word. a or055 section , .. orou section just as 
you .. ho grll<lU8.tc tod .. y are a oross seotion of ths 1< .. t1on as a .. ho le . 

, Evo r y !,;on(lration of young :::en end w"",,"n in A::>erio8. has 
qu"stions to ask tho world . I!ost of tho ~ i::Iu tho)' ar o tho sirlpl" but 
nevortheless diff ioult quOltiOna , questions of work to do , opportunities 
to rind , a:::bition. to eatisf'y . 

But o'/e ry nm< and ngnin in tho his tory of tho R ... publ1c a 
diffcr"nt kir.d "f qu .. "tion pr~Gol\ta itself -- .. qU~8tion th .. t .. aka., 
not ~bQUt the futuro of an individunl or oVOn of a gonoruUon , but 
about th~ futuro of tho oountry , thc futuro of the /lrnQriOM poop Ie . 

Thero was s,",oh n t i rr<:> nt the bcginninr; "f our history - at 
th .. bocinning of our history 0.$ a nntion. Young peoplo Il5hd th.-.mselvos 
in th"se days what lLY uhoad , not for themSQlves , but for tho nOw United 
St .. tos . 

Th.-. r o r.ns auoh .. tlJoo ar;nin in thL seemingly <;ndloS$ yenrs 
of the '·/ .. r r.ot1Oo<;n tho 51,1:\."1 . YOIlrIg =<>n and young wocen on both sidos 
of th" lin ..... sh,d tlK:",o~lvt.s , not what t r ru:les or profcssions they wauld 
ent~r , what lives thoy .. ould ~ko . but what .... s to boOomL of the oountry 
th(oy hed ""own. 

Ther~ 10 such .. th .. aenin today . Again today th.., young !:len 
and the young womun of kl'lcric .. ask th~",selves with enrnostno~" and with 
d06p ooncorn thi5 sM".Q qu\)ation : '"/.'hut is to booo"..o of the country vm 
know . " 

l:cw thoy f'.sk it with eVGn I'rentor erucioty then bofore . They 
r.ak , not cnly whnt the futu r o ho l ds for this Ropublio, but what tho future 
ho}rl, for an poopl~1 &nd nll·nntions 'tha t hvvo boon liv1n!\ under dQmo
orntio force of ~ovur~nt , _ undor thQ fr~ .. i nstitutionl of a f ree people . 

It h undt r stondnblt to all "f us , I think , th .. t th<:y should ask 
this qu~stion . Thoy r ood tho words of thoso who nre tolling th~ thet tho 
Id~al of individuo.l liborty , tho,. i<!6o.1 of frc" frnnoh1lG , tho ideal of 
pole,co throu&h jus'tioe is 0. dool\dol!t idonl . T!J."y rooo tho 17crd and hear 
tr.o b,,<.st cf t hose who scy tho.t c belief in f orc ol _ fo roe dirooted by 
sQlf- choscn hSlkre _ 11 th~ nQ>f t:.nd vibcrous "y$tom whioh .iill over run 
tho ,mrth . They h~vo SO~ I! tho 05cendnnOy of this philosophy of force 
in nntion aft "r nnt i on ,·/hI!re frc", ins t itutions nnd individual liborties 
wer" one" maintained . 

It ia n~.turc.l nnd uooerstandnbl e thd the youngllr genurat ion 
.hauld first cslt i hoIf whnt the e xtonsion cf th ... philo.ophy of for ce 
to nIl th~ world ?le1.l1d 10.00 to. ul timc.t cly . \,/" 100 t odo.y, for oXllmple , 
in Itc, rk r(;c.lity BOmo ef the oonsoqucnces of .. hat WIJ 0011 tho mUohin", cge . 

\'on~r" oontrol of mcchln, 8 hi'! bo~n r"tcln~d in the hCnds of 
".x.r.kind fiB c "hoI ... , untold bon~fits have r.coru"d to men lti:ul . For :-.nnklr.d 
wei th~n th .. :-.r.ster; ",rod t~ ... mlC .... hino ",c~ 1;;ho "ervon't . 

aut , 1n thi . nOW syo t oe cf for o\) tho ~~tory of thu mrehine is 
not in th" hr~s of l:lcnkind . It 1e. in tr.c oontrol o.f infinltdy smcl1 
gr oups of lr.dividu ~.la whe rul" witheut ~_ single cnc cf tho dcmoorntio 
srr,o ticns thnt w~ hr.vo known . Tho mnohine in heMS of irrosponsib l e 
CCnqueror s baoo::1~! tho l:lCater l mnllkind i s not only the aervo.nt; it i s tho 
victim toe . Sueh l:l~story ~bnndon~ with dol1b~rate ecntell'.pt nll of the 
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~or.l values to whioh even till, young o~~try for ~or. then throo 
h~dr.d years ha. beon 8ocultomsd and dedioated . 

Surely the now philosophy prov~s from month to month tlult it 
oculd hava ne> pauthle conoupt:lon of the ·" ray of lifo or tho wily of thought 
of II. nation _hose origins go hMk to Jar.,estown and PIYl',o\lth Rook . 

And conversely , neithor those who "pring from that anoient stock 
nOr thoso who have <>01118 hithor in later y"ars CD.1l be :Indifferent to tho 
dostruction of frcodom in thoir onoostrcl lands coro •• tho soe , 

Per ception or d On&~r. donger to o~r inotltutlons may oomo slowly 
Or it may O~ with. rush and • shock .s it hOI to tho poople of the United 
Statee in the peet re. month. , This pcor coption of dnngor , dange .. in n 
worldwide area - it hel OOQO to uS oloarly end overwhelmingly - we per ceive 
th~ poril in m world·wide &r~ne , an nrCnn thAt moy beoome ae nerrewed thnt 
only tho Amerioa . will r etain the onoient fe1tha . 

$0"'" indeod still hold to tho nOW" somewhet obvious dolusion t:tat 
wo of the United States oan sefoly pel'mit tho United Statos to become n lono 
hlend , a lone iahnd ln n world <1ominrtcd by tho philosophy of foree . 

Such M hlo.n;l mlly be tho dr<; ... ., of t hoeo who atill telk end vote 
na hoillticnists. S ... eh tin hlt.r.d rtlprOecnt8 t o,.,o end to th.;. ovo ..... holming 
major ity of ~ricllne t~oy n h~lplL$~ night~rc , the bolplnss night~ro of 
& people without freedom; YUB, th .. night=rv of & people lod~d in pri son , 
hnndeuffod , hungry , lind fed U.rcubh th;o bo.r a f r = dey to doy cy the 
contenoptuous, Wlpityinc mL,tora cf othor continonta . 

It is noturel allo tho.t 'no ahoul<1 rsk ourselves hQlf< n<ow we <;len 
provent tho building of thot prison ond tho plooing of oursfllv08 in tho 
midst of it . 

Lot us not hOsitato •• nll of us . - t<;l pr<;lolll1m oortoin truths . 
Ov<lrwholmingly WG , ns n nrUen - nnd this nppl10s to 0 11 tho othor Amerionn 
nc.tiona - nr .. oonvinood that military nnd ='10.1 victory for tho gods of 
foroo and lu;.t e would endnngor tho institutions of dOl:loo r ncy ln the w:ost" rn 
world , nod trot equnlly, t~r"foro , tht. ,·'hol~ of OUr 'ympo. thios lios with 
thoaa IltIticn! th!lt !l r o giving thoi r lifo bloed in oCl:'lbnt Ilgllin6t these 
forces . 

Tho peoplo IlI1d th .. Govef OllllOnt ef tt.> UnlUd StlltO' hrve sOOn with 
tho utmOlt rouot UId. with " r ove dhql.Et thu doe ilion of the Itelian Govern
~nt te ongn6e tn tho hoat1liti"l new rn&i~ 1n EuropG . 

Mero then throo months ~go the Chief of the. Itelh:.n Govornment 
.ent me w<;lrd thnt bgOr.UIO of tnc d(tor~1n!\tion of lt~ly to limit , so for 06 
mi ght bo pouiblo , tho aproa.d of th.: Eurcpcnn oonfUct , more thon two hun~rod 
million! of peoplo 1n tho rCiglon of tho Idod i t<Jr r r.noCl.ll hc.d bf:on onrbled t o 
OIonp" ttw auff(.ring !Inc! tho dovutrtion of Will' . 

I informc~ tho Chiof of th" Itrl1M. Gove r nmnt thllt thll dosire 
on th" pr,rt of Itnl y to prov"nt the W!lr from sproc.ding r:let with 1\1.11 syt:l
pl1tby c.nd respenlo ,-n tho prrt of the Govcrnm(lnt !lnd thl> pooph of tho 
Uni tod States , nnd I o)l;p r "uod t~ or.rnest hop" of this Gov.rnmont nod. of 
thi. poopl<J th&t thl. pclloy on thb pert ot Itnly ml[ht b O o'-ntinu~d . I 
code it olollr th!lt l n tho opinion of tho ~vorMlUnt of th.l Unitod St .. toa 
.. ny oxtonsion of hostilitiel 1n tho regien of the WOditorronann might reault 
in II atill yootor onlrrgomont ef tho soono of tho ocnfl1ot , the oonfliot in 
tho Mon r <:ut nnd l n Arriao ~.nd th~.t if this OIll:lU to pr .. 1 ne cne could fe,... · 
toll hew ",",oh gr elltor thO thoote r of tho.> m:.r e"entunlly might booa:-.o . 

Agnln en II I ub loqucnt 000&110n, not ao long ego , reoo~i llng thnt 
oortnin oapiro.tiona of ltllly miCht forI:) tho bcsl.. of disouss l ons botW9on the 
powera I:)ost Ipeol f1co.lly COMornod , I offo r od , in II r:\cue..go r.dd r euod t o the 
Chiof of tho· Ito-linn GoVtlrMlOnt , to GOod tc the. Go"o r nmoJnts of rrnnot) o.nd of 
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Gr oet Br itain sueh s~cific indicctions of t~~ desires of Itcly t c cbtain 
rvc.djus t ncnts with r <>g"r d tc hoc .. pcsition 'os tho Chi~r cf tho ltelion 
Gcvc r nmc.nt n if.;ht dosiro to trnns!:Iit th r ough ",.c . lThll<;l making it clunr thnt 
t he Gcvo r n.."l(,c t of t~ Un i tod"Stctcs in su oh "II a· .... ot cculd not r.cd would 
not cnUDe "'Qsponsibility fer tho nctur e of H.e pr opo8nh submi t ted " vr for 
ogroorlKmts -;,lIioh miCht tho r cCI('tc ,. be r CLched, 1 prop,;:s~d U ",t if H illy would 
r cf r e in f' rclO ont~ r 1nr; the "n .. I would be willinc to. n~k nuuronc ~ . f r en 
th~ othor p.,...,ors ccncornod thet they wou l d f a it hfully OllCQuto en.y egr o<.lmcnt 
SC .. oeehod rnd t h~,t Itn l y ' a voico in tony fll t urn poo:.co 00.0(01"00.00 would ht' ''e 
tho S,",," cu t hority nil if It',ly hv.d r.ctunlly tr.ken purt in the we I" , 0.5 n 
b~lllb()r"nt . 

Unfortu nptoly , unfo r tunrtoly to the r ogr"t of nIl of Us c..-.d t o 
the ro(;r" t of h~ity , tho Chi~f of tho I t nll"n Gov~r~nt wrs unw111 i:'l ~ 
to "coopt the pr cc"duro sugGuated ,,"" he he s "..u!.e no oountor pr opesnl . 

This G<:vor=nt ~irootcd i t s efforts to doing whnt it coul d to 
"ork fo r 'the presor vrtion of pelleo in t h" lfudit"rtnnor.n nr<::n , r.!ld it like 
wiso oxprossed its willine."csG to cndon"er t o coope r nte with tho Govor n_ 
"ent of I t nly w,,"on th~ cppr opr i(.to oo~"&ion ",r cse fer the cr o(1tion cf II 

mere st,·.ble wo r ld ordor, t hr ou);!! tho r eduction of er.;:f""enta , on:! thr oug h 
tllo conotructicn of n !'uro li'·orlli int"r ru'.ti cno.l uoono::lic ay.tem which 
w(.ul~ r.onur ~ t~ r. l l pcwc r o (Iquf.lity of oppcrtu,~ity in tho world ' s mt'. rlocts 
r.nd in the s(.cu r i ng of rrw: I:lc.t~ r ir.h en e qu r l to rm. _ 

I hnv« lik,,·-'.'h~ , of OGurso , fe. It i t nGcesscry 1n my cO!:!mUnicfi_ 
tions te SiGnor tcussdini tc Gxproa~ the. ""ncern of the Govorn .. .ent of tho 
UnitC>d Std<os bee"uso cf the fect thet eny (;xtcndcn of the wrr in tho 
ro~ion ef thu ~dit~ rrcnoen weuld i~vitebly result in Cr oet pr ojudice to 
th ..... ~ys or lifo r.rrl g,,"or,lllont r.ru! to too troodo find eOlmlOreo of 1:.11 of 
tho Am<;riccn RepUblics . 

The GovY r~~nt of ltely hns new ohoson to proso r vo .. h& t it tc~s 
ih n f r Qod~", of Ilc t ionn nnd te fulfill w!clot it stctoa nrO its pror.d sos to 
Go nnnny . In sc doing it h~.8 l'1cnifesto<! disreg;nr d for tho r ir,hh e.nd seourity 
ef othor not ions , dis r ognr d fo r the livo,; ct: t he peoplos of tho.o !W.tion~ 

whi oh e r o di roctly t hrooton"d by t his s pre rul of t ho: wll r; rnd hr~ ovidencod 
i ts u"willingn~S8 t c find th(l r,\O!ll1S t hrough pr oifio noo;otioticnt f or tho 
ant i sfocti o!'! c f whc.t i t ool1ovos ~.r o i t s lq;itin:. t o nspinticns . 

On t hi s t enth dny of Jun(; , 1940 , the hend t oot h~ld t ho dngge r 
hIl B struok i t intc the book cf itt neighbor . 

On thi~ t enth doy of Jun~ _ 1940, in t hia Univorsity founded by 
tho fi r st gror_t A::.oricrn torohor ef d<m<::oncy , '.'\1 send fc r th eur pr llycrs r.r.d 
cur ho!"' . t e those b"yend th~ s(.ea whe c.r o = i ntdning with r:ebllific ont 
volor thd r bett iG fer f r (ocd<;:: . 

In our , in our unity , in cur Ancricnfi unity . wo will pur sue b oo 
cbvl ous n¥:l si mu l't 'lnoous ocur sos ; we wi l l o xtond to t he epponont a of forco 
the rmtorl c. l ros"uroo~ of th1 ~ nnti on "nfl , ot t ho son o time , we will ho r ness 
(Inti 8pcod up th" uso of t hoso r CBOUrO(lS in c rd or t hnt wo eurso l V6s in the 
1II.'lO ri or. s rmy ht. V() oquiprl<lnt ~.nd t raining oqull i t c t ho tnsk of nny cmo r gency 
nnd ova r y dof onso . 

be kopt 
d bllElh 

All rend~ l ... llding to 
c loer of obstructiCD6 . 
cnll f e r apood •• full 

tho ",coornplishr.!ont of t heso objo otivc8 J::Ust 
Wo will not slew dewn or dot~ur. Signs end 

SpClCld nnal!.<! . 

Yos . it is ri&-Itt toot e~_oh n,ow g;o",~ r ll.t ion shc\l ld uk "UIl8ticns . 
But 1n r ... oont :::onths thc pr i nolpnl quastien hIlS be"n ' ClOOwhnt dnplifiod . 
Onoo ~oro the fut ur o of the net icn , t ho futur o of t ho ~~rionn pocpl a i s ~t 
stako . 

1'/0 no~d net find wo wi ll net , in e ny woy , nbnndcn cur oont i nu i ng 
off c rt to I".nlw domccrncy work wi th i n ou r bor do r s . YUB, we at ill ins 15t on 
thu ",,~d fer vnst il'1prevomunh in our cwn soc l ,,1 nnd OOonomio life . 
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•• • 
But that , that is II oompo~ent part of national defon,e itaolt . 

The program unf'olds swiftly end into that pro!;rem will tit the 
""'ponsiblUty and tho opportunity of Bvery man IIn~ '1'1'0= in the land to 
pruerve his and her heritage in days of peril. 

I eall for effort , OOUra&B, saorifico , devotion. Granting the 
love of f!"eadem , all of these lire pouible . 

And , - - Md tho l ov~ of froedorn is still fieroo, at1ll shru;\y in 
the nation today . 

- --. _ . . -. 
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