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HOLD FCR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASEH HOLD FOR RELEASE

The fellowing address of the President, to be broad-
cast from the White House to the Domocratic National Convention
in Cnicago, MUST BE HELD IN CONFIDENCE UNTIL RELEASED.

NOTE: HELEASE ONLY WHEN DELIVERY HAS ACTUALLY COMMENCED.
The same release of the text of the address also applies teo
radio announcers and news commentators.

CARE MUST BE EXsRCISED TC PREVENT PREMATURE PUBLICATION.

STEPHEN ZARLY
Secretary to the President

VEMBERS OF TI'E CONVENTION = MY FRIENDS:

It 8 with a very full hsart thet T speak tonipht.
I must confess that I do so vwith mixed feelings -- because I
find myself, as almost everyone doas sooner or leter in his
lifetime, in o conflict Vetirzen deep personal desire for re-
tirement on the one hand, end thet quiet, invisible thing ealled
"conscience" on the other,

Beceuse there are gelf-gppointed commentetors end in-
terpreters who will sesk %o misinterpret cr question motives, 1
speak in a somevhat persomnal wvein; and I must trust To the good
faith and commeon sense of the American vTegple To accept my Ovn
good feith == end do their ovm interpreting,.

then, in 1936, I wes chosen by the voters for a second
time ns Prosident, it was my firmm intention te turn over tha re-
sponsibilities of government to other hauds at the end of my
term. That conviction remeined with me. Eight years in the
Presidency, following & period of blealk depression, and covering
one world erisis after enother, would normally entitle any men to
the relaxation which comes from honorable retirement.

During the Spring of 1932 world events m=de it clear
+o all but the blind or the partisan that a greet war in Europe
hed become not merely a possibility but e probability, and that
such B war vould of nocessity deenly affeet the future of this

NATL O

Then the conflict first broke out last September, it
was still my intention to anncunce cleerly end simply, at an
early date, that under no conditions would I accept reelection.
This fact wasz well knovm to my friends, and I think was under-

stood by many citizens.

1+ soon bectme evident, however, that such a public
stetement on my pert would be uawise from the point of view ?f
gheer publiec interest. s Prosident of the United States, 1t
was my duty, vith the nid of the Congress, o prnsﬁr?ﬂ our neu-
trality, to shape our profrem of fefeansd tP‘ma?t repid changes,
to kecp our domestic affairs ad justed to 5“1fE1FE world condi-
tions, end to sustain the policy of the Good Neighbor.

Tt was olse my obvious duty to maintein o the utmost
the influcnce of this mighty nation in our offort to prevont the
gproed of war, and To sustaln by all lmgvl moens, #hnsa govern-
nonts threstened by other governments vhich had rejected the

principles of domoeracy.
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The following address of the President, to be broad-
cast from the White House to the Domocratic National Convention
in Chicago, MUST BE HELD IN CONFIDENCE UNTIL RELEASED.

NOTE: RELEASE ONLY WEEN DELIVERY HAS ACTUALLY COMMENCED.
The same release of the text of the address also mpplies t0
radio announcers and news commentators.

CARE MUST BEZ EX.RCISED TU PREVENT PREMATURE PUBLICATION.

STEPHEN EARLY
Sacretary to the President

$EMBERS OF IIE CONVENTION -~ MY FRIENDS:

It is with a very rull hesrt thet 1 speak tonight,
I must confess that 1 do so with mixed feelings ~- because I
find myselfl, as elmost everyone does sooner or later in his
lifetime,; in a conflict Letiween desp personal desire for re-
tirement on the one hand, end thet quiet, invisible thing called
"econscience" on the other,

Beceuse there are self-eppointed commentators and in-
terpreters who will sesk to misinterpret or question motives; I
speak in s somevhat personal vein; and I must trust to the good
faith and cormon sense of the American neople Lo accept my ovm
good feith -- and do their ovm interpreting,

When, in 1936, I was chosen by the wvoters for a second
time as President, it was my fimm intention to turn over the re-
sponsibilities of government to other hauds at the end of my
terms, That conviction remeined with me. Eight years in the
Presidency, following a period of blesak depression, and covering
one world crisis after another, would normally entitle any man to
the relexation which comes from honorable retirement.

During the Sprimg of 1939 world events msde it clear
to all but the blind or the partisan that a great war in Europe
had become not merely a possibility but a probability, and that
such a war would of nocessity deeply effeect the future of this
nation,

When the conflict first brole out last Septamber, it
wes still my intention 4o snnounce c¢learly snd simply, at an
early date, that under no conditions would I acegpt reelection.
This fact was well knovm to my Criends, and I think was under-
gvood by many citizens,

1t soeon beceme evident, hovever, thet such a publie
statement on my part would be unwise from the point of wview of
sheer public interest. As Prosident of tho United Stetes, it
was my duty, with the rid of the Conpgress, to proservo our neu-
trality, to shape our procram of defenso to meet repid changes,
to keop our domestic nffdire ndjusted to shilting world condi-
tions, and to sustnin the pulicy of the Good Heipghbor,

It was eplso my obvious duty to mainteain to the utmost
the influonce of this miphty nation in our offort to preveont the
spread of war, and to sustelin by all lernl meens, those governs
mente threatened by othar govornments vhieh had rojected the
principles of domocracy,
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Swiftly moving foreign events made necessary swift
action at home and beyond the seas. Plans for national
defense had to be expanded and adjusted to meet new forms
of warfare. American citizens and their welfare had to
be salegusrded in many foreign zones of danger. HNational
unity in the United States became & crying essential in
the face of the development of unbelievable types of espionage
and international treachery.

Evary day that passed celled for the postponement of
perscnal plans and partisan debate until the latest possible
moement. The normal conditions under which I would have
mede public declaration of my personal desires were gone,

Thinking solely of the nationsl good and of the
internetional scene, I came to the reluctant conclusion that
such deelaration shoula not be made before the national
Convention. It was accordingly made to you within an hour
alter the permanent organization of the Convention.

Like any other man, I am complimented by the honor
you have done me. But 1 know vou will understand the
Splrit in whicio I say that no call of Party alone would
prevail upon me to accept reelection to the Presidency.

The real decision to be made in these circumstances
is not the acceptance of 4 nomination, but rather an
ultimate willingness to serve if chosen by the electorate.
Many considerations enter ioto this decision.

Luring tne past few months, with due Congressional
approval, we have been taking steps to implement the total
defense of America. I cannot forget that in carrying out
this program I heve drafted into the service of the nation
many men and women, taking them away from important private
ocecupations, calling them suddenly from their homes and
their businesses., 1 have asked them to leave their own

worl, and to contribute their skill and experience to the
cause of their nation.

[, as the head of their Government, have asked them
to do this. Regerdless of party, regardless of personal
convenience, they came -- they answered the call. Every
S8ingle one of them, with one exception, has Oome to

Washington Lo serve.

| These people, who have placed patrictism above all
elee, represent tlhose who have made theirp way to the top

of their professions or industries through proven skill
and experience.

But they alone could not be enough to meet the needs
of the times.

Just a8 un gystem of national defense based on man
power salone, without the mechanized equipment of modern
warfare is totally insufficient for adequate defense, so
8lso planes end guns nnd tanke nre wholly insufficient
unlesa they are implemented by the power of men trained
to use them.

Such man power consists not only of pilots and
gunncers and infantry and those who operate tanks. Tor
every individual in actunl combat service, it is necessary
for adequote defense that we have remdy at liand at lesst *

four or five other trained individusly orgnnized for
non-comvat services,

__r




Because of the millions of citizens invelved in the
conduct of defense, most right thinking persons are agreed that
some form of selection by draft is as necessary and as fair to-
day as it was in 1917 and 1918.

Neaprly every American is willing to do his share or
her share to defend the United States. It is neithér just
nor efficient to permit the task to fall upon any one section

Qr any one group. For every secticn and every group depend
for their existence upon the survival of the naticon as a
whole,

Lying awake, as I have, cn many aights, I have
asked myself whether I have the right, as Commander-in-Chief
of the Army and Navy, to call on men and women tO serve their
country or to train themselves to serve and, at the same
time, decline to serwve my country in my ewn personal capacity,
if I am called upon to do so by the people of my country.

In times like these -- in times of great tension,
of great crisis -- the compass of the world narrows to a
single fact. The fact which dominates our world is the
fact of armed apgression, the fact of suecessful armed
aggression, aimed at the form cf government, the kind of
society we in the United States have chosen and established
for ocurselves. It is a fact which no one any longer doubts =-
which no one is any longer able t0 ignore.

It is not an ordinary war. It is a revolution imposed
by force of arms, which threatens all men everywhere. It is
& revolution which proposes not to set men fres but to reducs
them to slavery -- to reduce them to slavery in ths interest
of a dictatorship which has already shown the nature and
the extent of the adveantage which it hopes to obtain.

This is the fact which dominates our world and
which dominates the lives of all of uss In the face of
the danger which confronts our time, no individusl retains
or can hope to retain, the right of personal choice which free
men enjoy in times of peace. . He has a first obligation tO
gerve in the defense of our institutions of freedom -- a
first obligation to serve his country in whatever capacity
his country finds him useful.

Like most men of my uge, 1 had made plans for myself,
plans for a private‘life of my own choice end for my own
satisfaction to begin in January, 194l. These plans, like
80 many other plans, had been made in & world which now seems
as disctant as another planet. Today all private plans, all
private livss have been repealed by an over-riding public
dangaer. n the face of that public danger all those who
can be of service to ths Republic have no choice but to offsr
themsolves for service in those capacities for which they

may be fitted.

Those are the reasons why I hava had to admit to
myself, and now to state to you, that my conscience will not
let me turn my back upon a call to sérvice.

The right to make that call rests with the peopla
through the American method of a free electlon. Only the
pacple themselves can draft a President. If such a draft
should be made upon meg, I suy, in the utmest simplicity,

I will, with Ged's help, continue to sorve with the best of
my ability and with the fullnoss of my strength.
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In some respects the next few months will be different
from the usual natiocnal c¢ampaipns of recent years.
Most of you know hew impurtant it is thiat the President
in these days remain close to the seat of covernment., oifice
last Summer I llave besn compelled to abandon proposed journeys
to: inspeet many of our national projects from the Alleghanies
to the Pacific Coast.

Events move so fast in other parts of the world that
it has become mv duty to remain either in the White house
or at some nearby point where I can reach Washington and
even Burope and Asia by direct telephone -- whers, if need be,
I can be back at my desk in the space of a very few hours,
In addition, the splenaid work of the new defense machinery
will require me to spend vastly more time in conference
with the responsible administrative heads under me. Finally,
the added task which tlhe present erisis has imposed upon
the Congress, compellins them to forerso their usual
adjournment, calls Tor constant cooperation between the
Executive and Legislative branches, to the efficieney ol
which I am glad now to pay tributo.

I do expect, of course, during the coming months To
make my usual periodic reports te the country through the
medium of prass conferenccs and radio talks. I shall not
have the time or the inelinntion to enpage in purely political
debate. But I shall never be loathe to ¢=211 the attention
of the nation to deliberate or unwitting falsifications of
fact,which are sometimes made by political canaidates.

1 have spoken to you in a wvery informal and personal
WaYy The exigencies of the day require, however, that I
also talk with you about things which transcend any
personality and go deeply to the roots o .merican civilization.

Our lives have been based on those fundamental
freedoms and 1 iberties which we have cherished fer a century
and a half. The establishment of them and the preservatioln
of them in each succeeding generation have been accomplished
through the processes of Iree elective government -- the
democTratic-republican form, based on the representative
system and the coordination of the executive, the
legislative and the judicial brarches.

The task of safepuarding our institutions is twofold.
One must be accomplished, if it becones necassary, by the
armed defense forces of the nation. The other, by the united
effort of the men and wemen of the country, to meks our
fedaral and state and loecal governients responsive to the
crowing requirements of modiern democracy.

Thiere have been oescasions when reactions in the
march of demoeracy have sct in, and forward-looking LTrogress
has seemed Yo stop.

But such pericds heve been followed by liberal and
progressive tines which have enabled the naticn to catech
up with new developments in fulfilling new human naeds.
Such a time has been the past suven years. Docause Wo had
seemed to lag in pruvious yeard, we have had to develop,
spesdily and efficiently, the answers To aapirations which
had come from every state and every family in the land.
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We beve sGaetimes called it social legislation; we
nave sometimes called it legislation to end abuses of the
past: we have somstimes called it legislation for human
security; and we have sometimes called it legislation to
better the condition of life of the meany millions of our
fellow citizens, who c¢culd not have the essentials of life
or hope for an American standard of living.

Some have labeled it a wider and mors equitable
distribution of wealth ipn our land. It has ineluded among
its aims, to liberalize and broaden the control of vast
industries -- lodged today in the hands of a relatively
small group of individuals of very great financial power.

A1l of these definitions and labels are essentially
the expression of one cecnsistentthought. They represent a
constantly crowing sense of human decency throughout our
nation.

This sense of human decency is happily confined to
no group or class. You find it in the humblest home.  You
find it among those wheo toil, and among the shop keepers
and the farmers of the nation. You find it, to a growing
dagrees, =ven among those who are listed in thet top group
which has so much control over the industrial and financial
structure of the nation. Therefore, this urge of humanity
cun by no means be labeled a war ¢f class against class,

It is rather a war against poverty and suffering asnd ill-
health and insecurity, in which all eclassss are joining
in the intcorest of a sound and enduring democracy.

I de not believe for = momsnt that we have fully
answerasd 'all of the needs of human security. But we have
ecoverad mueh of the road. I need not catalogue the milestones
of seven yaars. For every individusl and every family in the
whole land knows that the avers.2 of their personal lives has
been made sefer and scunder and happier than it has ever
been befora. I do not think thasy want the gains in thess
dircctions to be repealed or even to be placed in charge of
those who would give them mere lip-service with no heart
service.

Very much more remains to be done, and I think the
votars want the task entrusted to those who believe thut the
words "human betterment” apply to poor and rich alike.

And I have a sneaking suspicion, toc, that votsrs
will smile et cherges of inefficioney against & government
whieh hus boldly mst the enormous problems of banking,
finunce and industry which the greut efficient bankers and
industrielists of tho Republican Party left in such hopeless
chaos in 1933.

But wo all know that our progress &t home and in
the othor American nations toward this realization of =
better human decency -- prograss anlong free lines —- is
gravely endangered by what 1s hoppening on other continents.
In Burcope, many nations, through diectatorships or invasions,
hove been compelled to obandon normal democratlc processes.
They have been compolled %o adopt forms of government which
gomé c8ll "new ond efficient",
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They are not new; they are only a relapse -- a relapse
invo-ancient - history. The omnipotent rulers of the greater
bart of modern Europe have puaranteed efTiciency, and work,
and a tyoe of security.

But the slaves who built the pyramids for the glory
of the Pharaohs of Egypt had that kind of security, that
Lind of efficiency, that kind of corporative state.

Sg- did the inhabitants of that world which extended
from Britain to Persia under the undisputsd rule of the
nroconsuls sent from Home.

So did the henchmen, the tradesmen, the mercenaries
and the slaves of the feudal system which dominated Europe
a thousand years ago,

S50 did the people of those nations of Europe who
rececived their kings and their government at the whim of
the conguering Napoleon.

Vhatever its new trappings and new slogans, tyranny
is the oldest and most discredited rule known to history.
And whenever tyranny has replaced a more human Torm of
government it has been due more to internmal causes than
external. °"Demoeracy can thrive only when it enlists the
devaotion of those whom Lincoln celled the common people.
It can hold that devotion only when it adequately respects
their dignity by so ordering society as to assure to the
masses of neon and women reasonable security and hope Tor
them=elves and for their children,

#le in our demoecracy, and those who live in still
unconquered democracivs, will never willingly descend to
any form of this so-called security of efficiency which
ecalls for the abandomnment of other securities more vital
to the dignity of man. It is our credo -- unshakeable ToO
the =2nd == that we must live under the liberties that were
first herelded by Magna Carta and placed into glorious
operation through the Declaration of Independinee, the
Constitutior of the United States and the Bill of Rights.

The Government of the United States for the past seven
years has had the courage openly to oppose by svVery peaceful
means the spread of the dictator form of government. If our
own government passss to other hands next Jenuary -- untried
hands, inexperiencad hands -- we can merely hope and pray
that they will not substitute appeasement and compromise
with those who sook to destroy all democracies GVeTYWNers.

I would not undo, if I eould, the efforts I made to
orevent wer from tlie moment it was threatened and to rostrict
the aren of carnage, down to the last minute. 1 do not now
soften the condemnation expressetl by Sceretary Hull and myself
from time to time for the acts of aggression that have wiped
out mneient liberty-loving, peace-pursuing countries which
had serupulously maintained neutrality. I do not recant
tha sentimente of sympathy with all froe peoples TesSisting
such aggression, or begrudee the materisl aid given to thom.

I do not regret my consistont endeavor to awaken this country
to the menace for us nnd for all we hold doar.

1 heve pursued these efforts in the face of appeaser
£ifth columnists who charsed me with hystoria and war-
mongering. DBut I felt it my Jduty to arouse my countrynen
to the danper of the new forcus loose in the world,

So long as I am Prosident, I will do all 1 can to
naure that that Toreim poliey runain our forsign policy.




All that I have done to maintain the peace of this
country and to prepare it morally, as well as physically,
for whatever contingencies may be in store, I submit to the
judgment of my countrymen.

We face one of the great choices of history.

It is not alone a choice of government by the people
versus dictatorship.

It is nct alone a choice of freedom versus slavery.

It is not alone a choice betwesn moving forward or
falling back.

It is all of these rolled into one.

It is the continuance of civilizaticn as we know it
versus the ultimate destruction of =211 we have held dear -=-
religion against godlessness; the ideal of justice against
the practice of force, moral decency versus the firing
squad; courage to speak out, and to act, versus the false
lullaby of appeasement.

A selfish and greedy pecple cannot be free.

The American people must decide whether these things

are worth meking sacrifices of money, of energy, of self,
They will not decide by listening to mere words or by read-
ing mere pledges, interprstations and claims. They will
decide on the record -- the record as it has been made --
tha record of things as they are.

The American people will sustain the progress of
a representative democracy, asking the Divine Blessing as
they face the future with courage and with faith.

Aokl
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