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IMMEDIATE nELEASE

STATEMENT QF T FAESIDENT

America has adopted selective service in time of peace, and,
in doin~ so, has broadesned z2nid enciched our basic concept of citizen-
shipe Ge2side the clear demozratic idesls of equal ri-hts; equal
rrivileres and equal opportunities, we have set forth the underlying
cthsr dusies, oblirations and responsibilities of equal serwvice.
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In thus providine for national defenss, we have mot carved
a new and unchartesd trail in the history of our demoeratic insti-
tutions. On +thz contrary, we have mersly reasserted an old and
nccepted princicls of demuerabtic rovernment. The militia system,
khe self-armed citizenry with tha oblication of military ssrvice
incumbent upon svary fres man, hes its roots in the old common
1nw, It 'ms brou=ht Lo this continent by our forefathers. It
was En acceptod institution in colonisl dsys. At ths time of
the sdoption of the federal Constituion, ninz of the thirtean
states wxuligitly provided for universal service 1n their basic

laws.,

In those davs, litile wans requirsd in the vway of equipment and
trainin: for ths man in arms. The avernes American had his flint-
loek snd Yrmyw how bo use it. In sdditien, he was healthy, strong,
and acecustarid to hardship. hen hs reportad for militery duty,
hz Brousht with him Wi musket and his powdsr horn. His daily
l1if's 3dnurzd him te th=z rigors of warrara,

Today, the art of war calls for a wide varisty of tochnical
woapons. _—wod.rn 1ifs does not smphasiz? ths ynalitiss demanded
ol selidicrs. Loreover, bohind the armisd forces, wa must have a
munitions industry as & part of an cSconomic system capable of
srovidineg the fishiting man with his full roeguirsments of arms and
sauipment. any individuels, therefere, mey sgrve their country
b-st by holdin- th:oir posts on the production line. Tha object
5 s-lsctivy:. sorvies is to provide men Por our Army and Navy and
6t “h:z sams time disturb as little as possibhle Eths normal lif's of
the nation.

§-loctive sarvics consists of four skeps, which singly and in
tha rroup, hav: boen dsvelopad to opzrate wibh the fairnsss and
justice charmctaristic of frag, denoeratic institutions. These
staps ars: recistretion, elessification, sel-ction, and induction,

' ~dnasday, Uctober sixtecnth has bsen set aside, on which day
svery mals batween 21 and 35, inelusive, will bs expscted te report
to = nairtborhood precinct to fill out e reristration cerd and a
raristretion carfifliecates The cortificates issued to the individual
¥ill b~ carri:d by him as a testimonial to his ecceptance of the
fundamsntel ohliention of sitizenship. Tho rapistration cerd will
be forwardad to the county clerk or similar offieial and will be
dslirerad by him to tha loeal selactive survice board., These boards,
sonalstine of three men, =ach appointed by the Frasident, upon recom-
mrndatisns of the stube covernors, will bs set up-in mors than 6,000
communitiss. hen the states notily tho nntional dirsctor of seleetive
survies Lhat 11 of ths local boards have complsted this work, &
Antionsl drnwing by lot will deturmins the order of priority of the
¢i=istpants in rch lozal beard ares. The nztional priority list
will ®a furnishzd to the local Loards and tha corrosponding order of
gsalaetion 71l be anbsrad on ths ra -igtration cards in thair custody.
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The: pricrity established by ithe drawing will determins the
order in which cuesticonnaires will be mailed to the registrants.
Upon receipt of these wuestionnaires the registrants will enter
on these forms pertinent facts on the basis of which their final
classification will be determined.

There will be orzanized in every community in our nation
advisory boards for revistrants, composed of patriotic citizens,
civilian volunteers, to assist registrants in osresenting fairly
the facts to be used in determining the plaece of cach indiwvidual
in the scheme ol national defense.

After the return of these questionnaires, the local board,
after due consideration, will place the registranis in one of four
classes. In Class I will be those who are available for immediate
service; in Class II, those who are deferred beecause of the essen-
tial character of the service they are rendering in their present
peccupations; in Class II1 thosc individuals who should be deferred
because of individuals dependent unon them for support; in Class
IV those specifically ceforred by the terms of tha Act.

The total number of individuals needed by the armed forces
will be prorated amon; the severazl states. In this allocation due
consideration will be siven to the number of men already furnished
by that state for our military forces. Within each state a quota,
in a similar manner, will be divided among the local boards. Thus,

each locality will be asked to furnish its Tair share of individuals

for induction intc cur armed forces.

In each of these local beard areas individuals between the
ages of 18 and 35 will be offered an opportunity te volunteer for
a one-year period of service and training., Such applicants will
be accepted before any other individuals are selected, provided
they are suitable for military serwvice. It will be the duty of
the local board to select as many additional indiviaguals as are
necessary to fill the quota for that particular area.

Following the tentative selection of these individuals, a
1 ocal medical examiner will examine them physically. If they are
accepted, they will be sent forward for final physical examination
by medical officers of the Army, Navy or Marine Corps. Those who
pass will be inducted into the ssrvic-.

In the military service they will be intelligently l=d, com-
fortably clothad, well fed, and adequetely armed 2nd equipped for
basic training. By the time they gst physically hardened, mentally
disciplined znd pronerly treained in fundamsntals, the flow of
eriticol munitions from factory to corbat units will meet the full
requirements for their advanced tralning.

In the military service, amsricans from zll walks of life, rich
and poor, country-bred and city raised, iarmer, stucent, manual
laborer and white collar worker, Wwill learn to live side by side,
to depend upon cach other in militury drills and maneuvers, and to
appreciatc each other's dignity as American eitizens.

Universal ssrvice will bring no% only greatar preparedness to
rmeat the threat of war, but a vider distribution of tolerancs and
understanding to enjoy the blessings of peace.






