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CaAUTION: The followinz address of the Prosident to be

dellivered Tram the Presid nt's home at Hyde Park, H.Y.,
lUST BE HELD IN CONFIDLWNCE until released.

NOTE: Release to editicns of 211 pewspapers appearing
er. the streets WOT EsRLIER THaAN 11:12 P.M., E.3.T., Hovember
A 2 The sane release of the text of the sddresss also

applies to radio announcers snd news com entators.
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Once rore L an in the gquiet of wy home in Hyde

Park on the eve of Election Day. I wish to speak to you not
‘of partisan politiecs but of the Nution, the United States of

frierica, to which we =11 owe such deep and inborn allegiance.

As I sit here tonight with ry own family, I
think of all the other Arerican families -- millions of
fomilies s1) through the land -- sgitting in thoir own homes.
They have eaten their supper in peace, they will be able to
sleep in their homes tonight in peace. Tomorrow they will
be free to go out to live their ordinary lives 1n peace --
free to say and do what they wish, free to worship as they
please. Tomorrow of all days they will be free tc choose
their own leaders who, when taat choice has been niede, becone
in turn only the instruments to carry out the will of all of
the people.

And I cannot hel)p but think of the familisas
in other lends -- rillions of families -- living in homes
like our own. On sore of these homes, bombs of destruction
mey be dropping even as I speak to you.

Aeross the sees 1ife has gone underground.
T think I speak the minds of all of you when I say that we
thank God that we live in the sulirsht and starlight of
peace -- that we arc not in war and that we propose and
expect to continue to live our lives in peace -- under the
pesceful light of Heaven.

In this town, a3 in every cormunity in our
nation, friends and neighbors will gather tecgether around
the pelling placa.

They will discuss the btate of the Nation; the
weather, and the proapect for their tevorite football tean.
They will discuss this present political campaign., Some will
weer buttons proclaiming thelr aliviicnee t- e ecnndldste
or another. And there will be a few warm argunents.
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. sut when you and I step into the wvotins booth,
Wwe cin proudly say "L ar. an Ar.ericun, and this vote I anm
ceatling 1

—

3 the cxeX ise of ry highest privilege and ry nost
y

VAT =) - P | e . L
= we vote s free men, impelled only by the
urzings of cur own wisdor: «nd our own conseience.

_ In our polling ploces are no stors troopers
Or secret policc to lock over our shoulders as we mark our
DaliOons.

Ly own persconal participstien in publie affairs
g€oes pack as far as the ye.r 1910, when 1 first became a
candidate for the Stute Sgnate fror this distriet on the
Hudsocn River.

e

In the thirty vears which followed, I have taken
i

an active part in nearly cvery politicul carpaign -- loeczl,
state; and national. by inGerest naa been that of a candi-
date for office; o public officinl; and & private citizen.

In evsry wpoliticnl cempaign, the questicn on
which we all Tinally pass judz.ocnt throuzh the baullot box
is simply this. "Whon do I think is the candidate oest
qualified to act as President, or Governor, or Senator,
or Mayor, or Supervisor or GCounty Coridissiuner during the
next term?"

It is that right, the right to detcrmine for
themselves who should be their -wn officers of gcvernment,
that provides Tor the pecple the rust powerful sofeguard
¢f our denocracy. The risht to place men in office, at
definite, fixed dates of gleetion for a sueclfic ternm, is
the right which will keep a free pecple always free.

Dietetors have for. otten —- 9r perhoos they
never knew -- the basis uyun which deroceratic goverarecnt
18 founded: that the upiniovn of all the people, Troely
formed and freely expressed, without feor or coercion, 1s
wiser than the apiniun of any dne man or eny sSmall group
of mecn.

We heve more Taith in the cellective opinion
9% nll Amerieans than in the individual opiniun of &any one
American.

Your will ig a part of the grect will of Arerica,.
Your voicce is o wart of the greal volee =f Averica, And

when vou and I stend in line tomerrow for cur turn at the
polls, we are vobting cquals.

In the nast twenty yecrs the number of those
whs exerceis: the rizht tu vote in natiocnal electicns has
been almost doubled. There is every indlcoticn that the
number of votes cost tormorrow will pe by fur the greatest
in our histuiry.

That is the proof -- if proof be needed --
of the vitality of sur demacracy.

But sur obligation to .ur country @oes not
end with the casting of our votes.

Every +ne of us has a ccntinuing responsi-
pility for the g.vermient which we chonse.

Dercracy is n.t Just a word, to De shuouted
at politiesl rullies and then pub baeck into the dicti'mary
after election d.y.
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The service of dénﬂcracy must be somethling mu
p o mus 1 ch more
than there lip service, :

It is a living thing -- a human thing -- compounded of
brains andhmuscles and heart and soul. The service of
democracy 1s the birthright of every citlzen, the white and
the cmlﬂ;ed; the Protestant, the Catholic, the Jew: the sons
and daughters of every country in the world, who make up the
people of this land, Democracy ie every man and woman Who
loves freedom and serves the cause of freedom.

L

Last Saturday night, I said that freedom of speech 1s of
no use to the man who has nothing te say -- that freedom of
Worship 1s of no use to the man who has lost his God, And
tonight I should like to add that a free election is of no
use to the man who 1s too indifferent to vote.

The American people and the cause of democracy owe a .
greatl deal to the very many people who have worked in an
honorable way on each side 17 this campaign, I know that
after tomorrow they wlll all continue to cooperate in the
service of democracy, to think about 1%, to talk about it,
and To work for it,

Tomorrow you will decide for yourselves how the legis-
lative and eXecutive branches of the government of your
country are to be run during their next terms and by whom.

After the ballote are counted, the real rulers of thls
country will have had thelr say, as they have had it every
two years or every four years durlng our whole naticnal
existence.

After the ballots are counted, the United States of
America will still be united.

Digcusclon among us should and will continue, for we
are free cltizens of a free natlon. But there can be no
arguments about the essential fact that 1n our desire to
remaln at peace by defending our democracy, We are one nation
and one people.

We people of America know that man cannot live by bread
alone.

We know that we have a reservoir of religlous strength
which can withstand attacks from abroad and corruption from

within,

j = |
We people of AmericAa will always cherish and preserve h
that strength. We will always cling to our religion, our (e
devotion to God —- the the falth which glves us comfort and

the strength to face evil.

] d minds
On thls election eve, we all have 1in our hearts an
a prayer for the dlgnity and integrity and peace of our country.

I : i ht, I belleve
Therefore, Irn “his last hour beforc midnlght,
that you will %1nd 1t fitting that I read to you an old prayer

whieh asks the guidance of God for our nation:

"Almighty God, who hast given us this good land
for our heritage: We humbly beseech Thee that ¥evgig
always prove ourselves a people mindful GfiEEHhﬂinur-
and glad to do Thy will, Bless our land W i
able industry, sound learning, and pure manners. N
ug from violence, discord, and canfusion; frﬂmdPgur
and arrogancy, and from evVery evil way. Defen
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liberties, and fashion into one united people the
mul titudes brought hither out of many kindreds and
tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to
whom in Thy Name we entrust the authority of govern-
; ment, that there may be Justice and peace at home,

and that, through obedlience to Thy law, we may show
forth Thy praise among the nations of the earth. In
the time of prosperity, f111 our hearts with thank—
fulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our
trust in Thee to fall: Amen',
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