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HOLD FQ,( .l"l.<:A.SE 

Jul y 7 , 1941 

COl:!·'lD;;:llTIAL: To bo hold in 

portio:t. syna?"is or or 

-ive" out \In~il tre .,EA~H:G of the :';"ssago 

hr. ... be~un i. n tho SemIte or c.he House of j:ep" a~"nt"t1ves . 

Extr"",e ca. I" o must ~hf.lrcfore be (l xercis"d to ""void pre ~ 

~ature publicatIon . 

Secretary to the Fro.iOOnt 

ro THE COllt:kESS OF ,HE UlII';':;D STATio;S : 

I am t"a:\sdttin~ h~re\\"ith for the info .", ,,,t1 on of tho 

Cqllbross • mossara r received r,...,,,, the ;d",o 'l\rti s tor of I celand 

on July :'i rllt and t'" reply ! ac~ras$ed 0:1 the sa."", day to ~he 

Prima Hin; ster of I celru1d in response to this mess"'Ge . 

In accordance with ';hc unc!.orstandi"r 50 r eached , 

forces of th ... Unite d Ste.t,, ~ Ilo.vy have totiny "rr i 'l~d in Ic<>14nd 

in or de r t o 8uppl~nt . an'; Bventually to replaee , till 5 ~itis h 

forc:! ... llhieh h""e until :lOW ':Ieen sta ti oned in leel""d in orde r 

to in ~w-e the adnquate defens" of thl\t count r y . 

As I statad In ~,- lJIe3sal':n to th" Congress of Septmobe ,. 

tnit d last ros .. rd1n~ the ncqulsi::ion of certain neval Iilld ai r 

bas~~ fro~ Grcat Br itain in cxchnn~c for ~crtain o~r-ale 

des toroyo rs. conslae~ation~ of s"f,~ty fro:". Ovel'SOaS attack a rc 

: funddmantal . 

The Unitod States ea",,"ot pen.,: t. tht'! occupation 

by Go rme.ny of" stratec;io outpo~ts iil th~ Atln.."l t ic to be uS <l d as 

air or navd baslls fo r eventual attao:.c al::a ins t the ;',ostern lI<l1l'isphe r" • 

.... e have no des;'r" to SOc o.r.y ch"ne;e 1n tre pnsont sovereip>ty of 

thos ll regions . AssIl r snce tM t such Olltpost (; in ou.r dofens o 

fron tic r r er.l.ll.in in fri c"dly h Ulds i~ the v"ry fcU!\d .. Ucn cf 

Ollr nBtional sMIlrity nnd of tM nat ional s"curi ty of overy one 

of tho indCj)Ondant nat\.clns of th~ New':;orld . 

For th~ .1lrt4~ r c o."on s uhstantio. l forc es of the United 

S tl!.to~ havo 1'.0"- been sont to the bases ""'lui red hst YG ur 

frm:'l Grnt Britain in Tr inidad and in British GIli s....,a i n tha south 

in or de r to forestan any pincors movc,," .. ~nt un~e rt .. l:en by Cie rmany 

.. " .. inst tho "'es t or n C! O!'Iisphero . It is essential that ':;errM.ny 

~hould not be a.bl,; successfully to cr.l?loy such tact i ", threu!;h 

",dden "aizllrc of stra to~t c "otnts in tho south .Hh .. .,tic and i n 

the north Atbntic . 

Th.., oocupation of Ical!Uld by :3crna.'lY would cOl'..titut" 

.. sorious thr"at in thr.,e di mensions , 

Th~ thr (lat a;o:al nst Greenl and and the 

northern porticn of th~ North A::>e riQan Contir.ent , 

includinr thJ hlc.n<!s whict. li., off it. 

'ih, t."r~ .. t asainst .. 11 : .h~pping in 

t he nor t h Atla.. .. ~ic . 

Tho t..'u·nt ,,:;a1nst tha st~ .. dy flow 

of ~unitlor.5 to Britll.!n • • whiCh h a u.II. tt <) r 

of br o9.d volioy olelll·1 ,. appr oved by the 

Con;:.r<)I& . 
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HOu) )''0], .lEL>'.ASE 

July 7 , 1941 

To be held in SVICT COI;rD':N~E Md no 
or inli::lS.tion to be pulllJ.L"d or 

tho: ,,':;ADI~!~ OJ tr.e P,.,s\du!l;'s 1:essago 
has be~"n in the Senate or the House of j;ep,.es~nt ... tl ve • . 
;;Xtr eme caro ::lust therefore b .. e xerotal'd to avoid pro· 
nat~e publication . 

S~SiP.Eli EARLY 
SeeretDry to th~ Prosi<wnt 

TO tHE CO !/GU:SS OF Til!': UNI'!'ED STATES , 

I am trllnsr"itti n ~ h"ro\~ith for the information of the 
Cqfl!; ' cs s "m"5"8.~e I ,.eceived from the [ r imo 'jiniste r of leellLnd 
on July first and t'n reply I addresso::d on tho sa,'ne day to the 
Prime ",inist,,~ of Iool"'"1d in respon8e to this messaGe . 

In ace",dan"" with the W\;1orstat,;!lnr ~o reached , 
force~ of He UnH"d Stll10es ];avy have to",,)! arrived i n icolan.d 
In orde r to supplClllllnt , :' .. '1.0 evcnt\lally to r opl&.ce , the Brit i sh 
forc;)" \lhich have until rlOW !>een stationed in lcel and in order 
to insure the adequate defense of th"'" country . 

.... s I "tated i" ~; .. "ssa"e to t'>" Congress of Sept ..... be r 
thitd last ro:;ardin" t~e acquis!. ~ion of cer tain naval and Ilir 
bIl5.~ from Gr ellt Br !.tain lrl exchnn~e fo r "o r tllin ovcr.aeo 
dOS broye rs, con.la.eTlltionG of safoty fro::', o""z'seaG "ttllck oro. 

, fuoo dmc nt al • • 
• 

The U"lted State. cannot per",::.t the occupation 
by Ge r!:l:lny cf ~trater,ic outpo~ts in th~ Atl&'l~ i c to be used as 
air or naval baSil. for e vent U:l.l ette"" a7,"inst the ,;estern 1!CJr.i~phere " 

lic have no dosire to 500 "roy ch.n~o in thll pr3SJnt sovereignty of 
thos~ rarions" As~ur ""ce the. t such outposts In our defenso 
fr()n tio r renHl.i n in friondly h!f\ ds is the vory fo und .. tion of 
our "ationa1 sccurity and of t~ netiorAl security of "vcry ono 
of tho independent IUltiO!>" of ths New ~,'orld " 

For th" stun.:! r oason lubstantial for cel of the Unltod 
Stat:)s hav<l no ... b!len $ont to the bllSeS acquirod la~t y"ar 
from Gnat 9ri tain in Trinidad ar,d in British Guiana in the south 
in order to fprostall any pinCQrs movOl:',~nt unde r taken by Ge rmany 
!l~ainst tho "'estern i~e:"lispher~ " It is as~~ntial that ':;er!1'll).ny 
should not b~ abh suc cessfully to cmrloy such tMtics throuSh 
sudden Icizuro of strato),':ic pOints in tho sout h Atl ... .,tic anti In 
the north Atlllntic . 

Tho oocupation of loolllnd by :JclT.l&l'ty .. ould constl tute 
a lorlous throat In tru-ce din\ansions : 

ThO) threat a:;fl!nst Grecnlfllld and the 
nprthcrn portion of th~ lIorth A:~erlcan Cpntinont , 
i!>d udlnj" th~ I shnds which 1 i.! 0 ff 1 t . 

Tho th r eat a~ain.t all : IIh~pplng in 
tho north Atlan~ic . 

Tho thl'ea t e. ::;alnat th) steady flow 
of :tl\!nl~lons to Britain • • which la a Ir>!lttor 
of broad l'ol1cy olelll"l,- approvod by tho 
Con::rolt . 
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;IOLD FO/( .<EL~SE 

July' . 1941 

1'0 be held in and no 
or or 

the P""sidcrt' $ " 

ks be'""n in thB Senllte or the !louse of i:"pr e~ !"'t ... tl~e . 
Ext r eme care ","ust therefore be o xercis"d to .. void preM 
n .. t~e publication . 

Secr etar y t o the Prosi""nt 

TO THE CONCljESS OF TID: UNITED ST.~!ES : 

I am t r ansr,ti tti!lr hers\\'ith for the informati.on of the 
C""Gress a !lle~a!l;e I r eceived f,.om the ,rime Ministe r of lcch.nd 
on July f'ir8t and tlD r e ply I "cdr essed 0" tl;" sa",,, dey to tho 
Prime O!inister of IcolMd in r es?onse to this mossa::;e. 

In IIDco.danco with the underst".,'\din~ so reached . 
forces of tm United States NIIVY have to""y erriv~d in Ie"land 
in or de r to aupplcment , :UII: eventually to replace , tre British 
forc3s "hieh h"VlII until no" Deen stationed in !cel!lnd in o rder 
to ins...,." tho adoq".late defense of 1;h"t country . 

As I st"ted in"'!' messace to th~ Congress of Sept_ber 
thitd lut re~ardinG the Ilequhi~ion of eertain na",,1 and air 
bas,s from Gr eat Br itain in excnnn;e Co r "crtain ovor_a!e 
desOroyera. eon3ide,."tions oC saCety Cro."" o""l-seas attaok aro 
Cum.«r:Wntal . 

The United States oaMot per.,~ t the occupation 
by Go r::tany oC str ate!;io outposts in th~ At lant ic to be used 11.5 

air or navd bases fo r eventuo.l attac:': against t he ~-ostem RClI'.ispho r e . 
1';:0 haVi! no dosire to soe any cha n~e in t"-' pr3S3nt sovereignty ot 
those repona. Assuranee tt:w.t sueh outposts in ow- defe nse 
frontior r emain in friendly htrl ds is thc very foundation of 
0\1!' ne.tional .oow-ity and of thJ national security of overy one 
of the indepondont nations of thl) No,," World. 

For th ... srun..~ r oason substantial forcas of the United 
St atos havo:. now been lont to the buses acquired l o.st Y3",r 
from Ornt Brttll1n i n Tr1nidl,ld and in British GUi",na in the south 
in ordor t<:> f<:>r~ato.ll any pincors Il\OV3",~nt underto.l:en by Ge rmany 
a,.sinat tho - oltorn H(IT'\ispr.~r.) . I t is essential that ';e rll\ll.ny 
should not bo:. llble suooo:.ufully to "mrloy such tactios throuSh 
sudde n seizuro of I tratoHc pOints in tho south AUL"'Itio and in 
the no r th Atl~ntic . 

Th, oocupation of I OJhJld by ::ten:tlllly would oon~t1tuh 
•• orioua tbrnt in thr oe di!!lllnsions , 

Th, threat arain8t Gr~onland and the 
northern portion or th~ North A.':lerioL"'I Contin9nt , 
includinr th-J hIo.nd. whioh U", off it. 

The thna t ",~ainst all : aJl.j.ppinS in 
the nor th Atlantio . 

The thre.t a ~,ainst the stc.dy now 
of ,lIml Uoll. to Br1tain _. which i~ a IMtt.J!' 
o.f bread .. oHoy "learl,. llpproved by t!w 
Con:re.~ . 
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I t ls, theretore, ie-perntiv!! t hnt the .. pproaches 
between the Amerlces and Uose strate,,!c outpos t s , the safety 
of which this cOl,lntl;')' NlClirds as e~sential t o it s nnUon!! l 
security . and wh ich it must there(o"e defend, ahall remain opon 
and frtle from all hostile act ivity or threa t t he r-cOr . 

As Cornrn~ndor-in-Ghi.ef I have conseQ.uently IS.'HWd 
orders to th e Navy that u11 necessary st ops be wke n to Insure 
the safety or COmlHlnicntions in the approechea betwcen Iceland 
an.!. tile Unlt~d Sta t es , as woll as on t he seils between the United 
States lI!1d all ethet' s t rate .. l" outposts . 

ThiS eovernment wJ. 11 insure the !ld(!(IIJll t e defense of 
Iceland wi th tull rocQsnltion or the independence Of Iceland 
as a soverO'liglstnta . 

In my messnge to the Pri:::e Mi:l i stc r Of Iceland I 
hilv!! given the peop l e of Icel and t he flssura no ct tlwt the Amerioan 
toroes sent t hero ~uld in no way int orfere wHh tho interna.l 
!l.lld domestic e !'!'nir:; of tlwt country, and t hat illllllodla t ely upon 
the termination of tho pr .. sell t internatiorwl e mcrGcncy a ll A.-norieau 
fQro ns wi 11 be (i t onc e withdrawn , leaving th o poople or loeland 
Il!l.d t hoir Gove rnmollt in full lind soverolUn control of t heir own 
t orritory. 

'IRE 'bEITE HOUSE 
July 7 , 1941. 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEI.W...LT 

- -
Ioll<:SSACF. SEln' BY THE PRIME 1.UNISTER OF ICELAND 

TO 'mE PRESIDrNT 

In u cOnv~rsatlon or J~c 24th, the Bri t ish Minis t er 
<!xplainod tha t British forces in Ic eland !Ire n'lqll1rod elsowhere . 
At the ssm" tlCle he s tressed t he I.mmense importance Of adequate 
dof"nse Of I celand . He elso called IllY a ttnntlon to t he dnclara
hon of the Presid ent Of tha Uni t"d Stll t ns to the effeot that 
ha ~ust t a k" all necesll8ry m08suros t o ensur~ t bB sa.fety of 
t he Western H<lmlsphore __ one of the President ' s lIWasures is to 
assist in the dnfcnse of Icela.nd __ lind t ha t tile PreSident is 
therefore pr<lparcd to send hero i=edis t ely United St a. t es tNopS 
to supplement and e ventua lly to ropleCIl t he Bri Ush ~orce here . 
<lil t t he t hll dO (l~ no t con5lder thet ho call t ake this cOurso ell>cept 
nt t he invite tion of t ho Iceland Government. 

Af t er cnreful consiueration of e ll t he circumst ances 
t he Icelend Gove rnment, in view Of the PNsOnt s t a t e of affairs , 
edmit t ha t t his mooa uro is in accord(lnce with th e interest or 
I celand, and t herefore a r e rO'l.dy to <lntrust t h(! pro t ect ien er 
Iceland to United St e t os on the fcllowing conditiOns: 

1 •. unite d States prontss to Withdraw all tb9ir 
mllitery forces land , a tr nnd sea fro!ll I celand iltmlldillte ly on 
conclusion Of present wnr . 

2 . Unttsd Sta t es further promise to roa08lliza the 
nbsoll.lte IndepondOllce 11m ~overe lgnty Of Ice land and to exerdse 
their best e ffort e With thesa powore which 'II'ill negotia t e tllo 
p"'oce t N!u t y at tho eoncll.lsion of t he present war in orda r tha t 
such treo.ty slltUl l1kuwles r<lc cgnl:z:e til .. ahso ll.lte iM ependence 
end sovere ignty Of Ic eland. 

J. United St nt es promise not to intorfe r e with 
COvernr.tlnt of Icelalll1 neither While their nrmlli1 te r ces r!I!IlI'I in 
in this country nor oft orwu.rds . 
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- , -
4. United States pro~s. to organi~e the defen~e 

of the country in such a. way as to ensure the greAtest possible 
safe ty for the inhabitants tnellSelve5 and assure that they 
sutfer ninimum di~turbanc e fron military activities; these 
actlViti'!;l being carr ied out in consultation · .. ith Iceland 
authorities as far 85 po,;sible . Also because of S<"l3l1 popula
tion of Icoland and consequent da~er to nation trOll! presence 
of a !'lllll\erous an'll, great Care ",,, st be taken t hat only picked 
troops are sent here . "11itaTy authorities should be also in
structed to keep in mind that Icelanders have been W'\ar med for 
centuries and (Ire entirely unaccustonx:d to r.dlitary discillline 
and conduct. of troops towards the inhabitants of the country 
should be Grdcrcd accordingly. 

S. United Stat es undertake defense of the country 
without expense to Iceland ~nd pro~3e co~ensation for a l l 
dar.I<I{;8 occasioned to the inhabitants by t!~ir :tiUtary aetivi 
tia~ . 

6 . United States ~romi5e t o further interests ot Iceland 
in every way in th'!!ir power, including that of supplying the coun
try with sufficient necessities , of securing necessary shipping to 
and from the country and of ::laking i n ot her respects favorable 
c=:'I(lrcial and trade acreencnts ",ith it . 

7 . Iceland Govern~nt t'xOlects that declnration ~de by 
!reside"t in t.his cor.noct.ion 1';ill 00 in acreement. with these 
proru.ses on t..'Je part of leelal'd, and Goverruncnt would much ap
pr"cial.<! its being eivan the opportunity of being cognizant with 
.... ording of t nis dccbrat i on before it is published . 

8 , On the part of Iceland it is consider ed obvious that 
if United States undcrt .. k(l defense of t he country i t must be 
strone enough to r.lOct every "v"nt uali ty and par ticulrly in the 
beginning it ts expected that as far as possibl e efto!"t will be 
J:\ade to prevent tiny spccinl dang"r in connection with change-
o'·or . Iceland Governr.l3nt lays ~pce1al ~trcss on there being ~uf
fici..mt tli,·plunss for defilnoive purposes "herev~r they arc required 
(lnd tMy ~n be used as 500n 11S deciSion is "",do for United States 
to undertake the defense at t.he countr ;!" . 

This decision is ,":lD.de on tJIC par t of Iceland..., an ab
solutely free and sove~eibn 3tate and it is consider ed a3 a matter 
of course that Uni t.d States -.till f r or.! the beginning recognize 
thi8 l egal status of the country, both s tates ir.Irnediatelye xchang
ing diplol".atic ~epresentatives . 

J,lESSAGE S5m BY THE ?R;:.SllENT OF WE UNITED STATES DI 
HES?O'ISE TO A J.!ESSAGE FROlJ TI!E PRIl.!E MI!1ISTER OF ICELAND. 

I have received your f:lCs~al:e in which you have i nformed. 
r:Ie that after careful con3ideration o f all the eircu-'"I$t ance s, 
t~ Iceland Gover~!:t, in view of u.e present state of affairs , 
a dmits tha t the s~nding too Icdand of United State~ troop~ to 3up
pler..Jnt and eventually to replace U.e pre3ent British forces there 
would be in accor da.'lCe with the interests of Iceland and that , 
t he r ofore, the Iceland Gover nment is !"eady to entrust t he protec
tion cf Icebnd t o t.he United State s on the following con~idera
tions~ 

1. United States pror.the to ..nthdra .... all thair military 
f oren l and , o.1r and sea from Iceland ir.tmed1atel y on eonclus10n of 
present war . 
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- . -
2. United Stutes furthor prool se t o rccogni~e tile 

o.l)solut" inde,>endcncc and sovcroienty of lc eland and to cl.orcise 
the ir be~t e ffarL lI with thmlo poweru which will negotiate the 
pence treaty lit the conclusion o f the presen t war in order 
that such treB ty sholl likewise recoGnize the absolute independence 
and sovereignty of I celand . 

~ . United :;,"tn t c::; proal"" nat to interfere with 
Govcrument of Iceland neither while t hei,. armed forces r~aln 
tn this country ow' nftlJ,-"ards . 

4 . Unit!:(\ Stat es pror.li>le to orGl'nize the defe nse 
of the country 1n such a ~~y 88 to ensure the greatest possible 
£Wifety for th e inho.bHants th~rns.:lve5 and nBSuru that they 
s urrer r:: l ::1imur.l disturbance frOtll unitary activities ; those 
act ivities be1ne carried out in consultation .,;ith lcelund 
nuthorit i e ~ liB fur U:J possiblo , Also b~caus" of s.~l popu-
l .... t, i on of Ic~llllld .... nd con,; ~quLJl\t danger to lilltioll fro.-:l presence 
01' II num.-..r01;.'1 limy , great car" must be taken t!lat only p i cked 
t I"OOP.'I b.r" s .... nt !l.s,,_ !.lil1tol'Y uut!lol"it1es should be also 
instructed to koe" in mind thbt lculanders hove been unarmed 
for ct;lItur1~s snd er.; entirely uno.ceustc.."I<Jd to milit ary 
disCiplin" and conduct of t r oops towards th<3 inhab itants of 
th~ CQuntry I.\hould b" oNlClrcd accord ingly . 

5 . Un1tml St ate,; undortak~ def~ns e of t he country 
without ;,X\l<IIlSCl to lc ... lanO:: and promise cOlllt>cnsntion for 1111 
d.w'!g .. occnston<:d to t he inhnbitnnts by thdr military 
n~tivities . 

6 . United Stat "" promlsu to further interests or 
I cd'lIld in 0V~ry way in th uir power , including tha t of 
su?plyin~ th" CQunt ry "'ith sutfici"nt n"cessi tlu6 , of securing 
n<,ce~saI"y shipping to unci frcm the country !lnd of mUkiug In 
other r~sp~cts ravorabl.-.. comm~rcinl und trade agreement s ~th it . 

7 . lculcnd Gov ... rnn~nt .. xpcct thttt d<lclarati on IrI£\de 
by Pr~si <l~:lt in t !,i1< conm;ctton will b<l In agreemont with 
thcs~ prcni~ .... s on th~ p'n't of lcuiand , end Governme nt wQuld 
lI\uctl appr~cil1t<l Hs blei ng glv .... n thc opportunity of be i ng 
cOf".n l;:unt with llOrdlnc of tllis declaration beforu it is 
published . 

8 . On th,. part or lcyland it i s conaidered obvious 
thut if Unlt "d St ... t<:~ und.ortnko d"f"nse ot' th~ count ry it 
I'lClat b~ stroll(; 0:JOUI/tl to mc .. t ~vcry eventunlity una parti
cularly in th,) buginnln,( it Ie ~ l(pccted toot tiS tar as possiblo 
", ffo)·ts Vlill bu ma d" to i'I" uvcnt any spechl dang.Jr in connection 
I.itt! chang,,- ov0r. lc~land Govemmeet lays sp&cial stress on 
th"r·. bdn3 nufrtclent uirpllmos for d"f .. nsive purposes 
w!lcr "vcr tlH:y I1r.l requi red and t1,<lY can b.! usod os soon es 
d~c l ulon is Mdo ror Unite d .States to undertw:-c the de r~nse or 
ttle count ry . 

You furth"l" stotc thRt this dec i llicn is r.I"lde on the 
V'Irt of l c ol and El:l all. "bsolut ol ly fNe lind sovereign stlit ll 
li nd tha t it is con::;id,,~d as c. mnt t e r or coursa thllt the 
Untt"d Stnt~s will fro'" the b(lginliing r.;cognl~ o the l egol 
stlltU:! of lc ol nnd , both Stllt"s ~"d iet.:ly oxeb.e.nging d1plo
mut ic .,."pro3ent ll tivos . 
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- , -
I take plc8SUro i~ eonri~ir.g to you bereby that tho 

conditions set forth in your eo,,-~unication now under 80 -
kno .. l t'ldgJDon t (Ire rully act"epteble to t he Gove~nt of the 
United Scntas onc chat these eonditions ,fill be observed 
in the rolations botween the United States and I"elllfld . 
! may further say thet it wIll eiva ne plea~ure to request 
of tho Congross its BEreCMent in order that dlplo~~tic ro
pre6<lnteUves may be exchanged betv:een our two countr1es . 

It is t he announced policy of the Govonunent of the 
'!nUed StnttHl to undert a ke to join with the other natiOns 
of the Western Ho",tsphere in t he deren~e of the New \;or1d 
against any attempt a t 8gg.l:os0100 , In the opinion of thia 
eo'o.)rnIMnt , it is imperative that the i ntegrity end independence 
of I celand ~hould be preserved because of t ht! fact that any 
occupation of Iceland by a po)}cr who tw only too cillarly 
appnrent plnns for world conquef,t include tlw (lamination of 
the peopleS of the No;,' World woul d at once directly menacc 
the aocurity of the entire llestem He.'Tl i snhere . 

It 1:: for that ron""n that in re~ponse to your 
mcas!l.ce , th.: Government of the lInited St!1te" .,ill send 
I~odintcly troops to supplement and e vent uallY to roplaoe 
tho Ilrltlllh forces now thero . 

The step:: SO taken by tho Go"enment of' the 
Unit/Jd Stlttes are taken in full recognition of tho sovereit;nty 
and independence of Iceland and with the olear understanding 
that Al'\llrlclln military or naval forces scnt to Ioeland will 
in no 10100 Intorfere In the slightest degre" "fitll the intllrnal 
and do~,!l.sttc sff!l.ira of the Icelandic people; and with the 
t'urthor undO)rtltandlng that ir".':ICdiately upon the terminntion 
of tno pr09~nt international e[.)e rgcney, all such I'lilitary und 
naval forces wtll be a t onoo withdrawn l.:::aving the people of 
Iceland and their Govcrn:rwnt in full sov.:::rclgn control of 
thoi r own territory . 

Tho puople of Iceland hold a prowl, position among 
the d~mocrncies of the world , with a hist oric tradlti.on of 
fN/Jdom and of individual ltb"rty ".,hieh is noN than a thouso.t\d 
yonra o.\d . It Is, t hurefore , a ll th.::: marc appropl'iato that 
In rospona" to youI' m"ssago , the Govel'nl'len t of thu Unl t wd 
Ztutc:> , "hi (u undertaking thiS dcfcnsivu mea"uru (or t he 
pNscrvntJ,oD of the independence and securit y of tho dumo 
crucl"S of tllr Nww World should at t hu SIllllC t ime b" uffordod 
the pri vllo:,gu o f eoopcl'uttng in t hi s =ncr with your Govern
mGnt in t h'" defense of the h i st oric d~mocrac y of Iculo.nd . 

I am cOr:ll"unlcatlng t hiS r:lCssage , for their in
formaHon , to t he' Govu:-nr.tonts of all of the otho:,r notions 
tho W~"t "rn lkmlsphcra . 
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