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HOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASE 

SEPTEMBER 11, 191n 

CAUTION: The f'ollowtne address of the Pree1dllnt, to be broadcast 
from the White Rouas, MUST BE HELD IN COllFIDENCE until roloased. 

!lorE: Release to editions of a.ll ne"repapore appearing on tho 
streets NOT EAIU..IER THAN 9:00 P.M., E.S,T., Septe!llber 11 , 1941 . 
The same release of' the t ext of the address aleo applies to radiO 
announcers and news commentators . 

CARE KIST BE EXEllClSED TO PREVENT PREMA'IURE PUl!UCATIOIl . 

- -
MY FELLOW Al-lElllCANS: 

STEPHEN EARLY 
Secretary to the Prea1dent 

- - -

The Navy Depart:nont of the United St aten has reported 
to me that on the morning of September f ourth the United States 
devtl"oyer GREER, proceeding in full eayl1ght tovardB Iceland, had 
reached a point southeast of Greenland . She _8 carrying American 
mail to Icela.nd. She was flying the American flae:. Ber Identi t:.y 
aB an AI:tarice.n ship vas unmistakable . 

She wall then and there attacked by a flubmarlne . Gel'!OOny 
admits that it "'Ile a German Bub=lnc. The submarine deliberately 
fired a torpedo st the GREER, followed later by another torpedo 
attack . In cplte of what Hitler's propaganda. Bureau haa inVented, 
and in spite of "hat any Ar.er1can obstructionist organization may 
prefsr to believe , I tell you the blunt fact that the Go= sub ­
marine fired first upon this American des troyer without \larning, 
and with deliberat e design to sink her. 

Our destroyer, at the time , was in waters whl ch the 
Government of the United Stat es had declared to be waters of self­
defense - - surroundlng outpoete of Aoorican protection in the 
Atlantic . 

In the Nor th, outpoats have been established by UIJ in 
Iceland, Greenland, Le.brodor and Newfoundland . Through these 
waters there puec =ny shipe of =ny fll!.8s . They bear food and 
other suppl ies to civilians; and they bear cateriel of war , for 
"hich the psople of the United States are apendi!l8 billions of 
dollars, and which, by Congressional action, they have declared 
to be eseential for the defense of tM.lr ()\ffi land. 

The Un1 ted Statell destroyer , when attacked, was proceed­
i!l8 on a legiticate m.1ssion. 

If the destroyer wae vieible to thG subrn.e.rine when the 
torpedo wae fired , then the attack wae a deliberatc attempt by the 
Nazis to sink: II. cle1U'ly identified American Vllrllhip . On thG otheX' 
hund, if the eubmarine waa h<:lnell.th the surface and, w1 th the aid 
of ita listening doviccs , fiX'sd in the dlroction of the sound of 
the American destroyer without even taking the trouble to l earn 
ita identity - - eo the Of ficial GerIllW'l co:nmuniqU!:l would indicate -­
then thc attack wall even moro outrneeoull. For it indicates a policy 
of i ndhcX'lm.1nate violence nealnet any vaeeel sailing tha eeae -­
belligerent or non-belligcrant. 
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Thb was piracy -- legally and morally . It was not 
til .. first ncr Uli: Idc t. dot oj ili racy whio:1 the llazi Government 
h&s CCJ;.r.:itt.ci a;'&.inst tae llJ,lericl<I"l n il..; in this '",,0. 1' . Att.3ck 
""- s i (1 110"'00 .. t taco< • 

i\ f ......... .en;;..>:s 8::;0 ;;"1 Amenca.'l D.at nerdw.nt shi:> . the 
:-..oBH; . .ocr,. ,vas $ .... '1., by a Nazi s'Jo~,,,rine i:l ~e miudle of 
(..'1" Sou!.h Atlantic , u,m",r circum6hnct>:.. vi.olatin~ 101\,;­
.;,st"oli:;;t.<,; <! i'lte!"TIatio:1al law am. ev~ry tlri!lci;>lt; of h=anity . 
T"", :>8.sSt;ns,er5 a'10 til« crew ':('r~ lOr CeG in t.~ oper. boat~ hunarads 
0; I.,.i.l,,~ fro!!! l" ,-,c , in direCL violation oi intem<ltiorn;.l 
,";:rz"'~~ts sl.;nell ~y t!"\(. Govc!'!lwcnt o f 0enr,a.'lY . No apology, 
,10 alle,~ .. ti.cn of Leist ... , .. , r,o o{ftlr of r"piirations :'35 CO;:1e 
fro.:1 the ;I ... ~i Go\'~r'l:..ent . 

~n J\;l}' , B.,1 , an ;".erican 03I.U" shl;:> in t;ort.,. .... ).uerican 
'-.. ·.er;, 'If .. s Jo11-:> •. ..,.; 1'>:, ;: suolll"rl!'lt< .... ~icil fo r &. Ion.> t.ill!e soug.t. 
to Of.o...'1,<\l·I ... r i.t.:...:,[ ie.to a :"'~tt.ion ~f .. t.Lck . The ;eris::ope 
of ~;l" sub:.";-',,,·" ;;;.~ du.rly ~e{'n . ]'0 Br~t.bh o r Ar.".erican 
suo.li .. ri',\!J I.tn, · ... '_,j;:'in h,mJre"s cI. ];lilo.;~ of this spot. a t 'vhe 
t.:iJ.;<=, so tht! ,".tion"ll~." 01 Un, su~"ari.ne is c l enr . 

fb" .l~y:. <>';0 .. Uni.t.e,: ::'t.atA;~ "c:.vy ship on patrol 
picke .. ull ;.(Il",e surv:,vors of an I\.tf'('ncun-o,m"a .;;'1,:0 o?l!ra t.ine 
lL'lIler t.w .. IlJ..: o! 0';' sis:...>r .\t?ublic of ra:lar.a, -- the "' . ::. . 
S';.sz,! • • On Au.;:JSt sen .• lt.eC:lth , 5.1'" Ik;':: ~<.en 11rst. t.cl7e<lOed 
"''-UlOUt. 'iH ... ·nl1. , '-'!I¥ t..\,,1; sncileJ , '>Lar "'r!:eniane , whtlD 
cdr: in .. c.'·~:!.!:;'_1 'O~:>;:;li(.s to icclan" . It. is fc&.reu t.ha t the 
otll~1" ,_,,,'''!.It!r:; c f her el"cw :1"' V ~ been uroW!leo . In view of the 
D ~ t"b1i:;J..'1 ;"ll'esenc(: of v(;11nan suh!)'",ri:ws in t ni.s vicinity, 
:;';1"'1 '" ,;.,;] :.It) ,,0 r,,<,son:,ole clOllot "s to Lle iuenti t y of the 
"t tacker . 

;·ive d:.ys a,;o , .mot-her 
,- ..... .>' ''A···.. k b ;.(Ie ;:01·,::.1.. ~'_"""N' ... • ;as sun y 11 

5"'3 t>", hun...:rco "".l t;~",nt.y :Jiles 
OOWlCl .or an i:."y"t.la,. ,:;ort . 

Uait.ed st.ates r.tE:rc.'lant. shi;l , 
G~rm~' ... ircraft. i:1 ~~ Red 
sout.h of ::'uez . 5.1(: was 

,,"our of t:le ves8elJ s ... 1k or "t.l-acAed flew the M,erican 
112-:; :on., !fe r", cl~arly i "t!lI~iJi(lole . 1\·.'0 ()f the3e s h ips were 
Ifarshi;.s of 1,.1< i\l,_"rlCd:, .;';.'N . :;:n ~he lift:l eaSEl , thO! vt<ss til 
s,m~ clearly e"r"i~:j t~,\.. 1'1 .. ·, 01 Pana,,_<, . 

In ::"IC f" ee of .:.11 thiS , we k;:.eri~ns t;re kee;:oir:g our 
f«et. on (,. .. '" J.l'O·J..'ld . Our ;'7~ of "'",::-DeraLic civilh&tion has 
O;.lt£I"O'1I1 t .• e t'lou;;ht of f"elln~ cOIII;>eLled to li:;i'lt so",e ot.hLr 
aa(;ion by r"aSO;l of "-lly :;10,;1(; piratie"l -.tLack on on" of our 
sili ,n: , ";,., !Il"~ ;"lot beeo •• ing hyswrical or losing our sense 
of ·,ro,,,,rt.io.l . rh ... r,., fo r" , .,Ilat. I am t.hi:lkin,; ,1nci saying: dotes 
(Jot r el .. t ~ t o ~Il:; i:;;ol.::.tt!d ~;;isoa!: . 

105\,(;1,- . ,.;'" Ar""ricans a r", Laking a long- r .:;.nt.:e point 
"r Vi ...-,l ir: r",:"M to ~crtain 1'Jnriar",,-,nt.:.ls ami t.o a ser:i>o 5 of 
eVt;I]t.s on 1<>1". :) ,J.I'\O on SUI '''IIi-eli must. !k. considered as a ... holl; 
:;'5 a p .. rt of a ;/01'1::1 ;J<.t.\,o.. rrl. 

It. ' .0..,1;1 b" un"ort.'ly o f <- ~r<=at n.;.l,ion to ..,xatgBr,.t,e 
an hola uc; inci<l",..t, o.r to b .. cor.lto b.:·lamea by SOr.l(l one act 
of ,· ioh.nce . a~t 1 t ,,0u.1l ~.-.. In..:;,cu';il<::l,, folly to min lnJ.ze 
suc h incia(;nt~ in lhe. i ~ cc·, oi ,",viuo.;nc~ which Dk"\ k",s i t cluar 

--

, . .'",t. tile i nci,""nt. is rIOt ls01:.;.t"o. , <>ut fA.rt. o f ,. .::~n"r<ll pI ..... . 

T:II .. ir.:uor~t. t.r~t.t. is t.ha t. t.'!"se act.s of lnt..::rnatioruU 
l"'lles!;n~ss "r" ~ .r.anih!;\..c.J.tion of a <I"'O i ,,n ,tlich has bc,,,n 
",,-u<= deal· W to"'- i<:).crieoln )l.o;Jl\.. lor a Ion!; t.imEo . It. is th!: 
;'c:.zi -,,,si .. n to .. bolisn tn', fr""uo::. of the SCI'S , ,1ml to ,-,cquiril 
"c,solJU eo.l trol ,-,:1:. ua~in_ t.lon o f th", 50.;;;'5 for t.'l~llIs",lv .. s . 
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- 3 _ 

For with control of Ulc stas ~n their o~ .. n hands , the 
;-Iay ca. ... beco~ clear fo~ t:, (,1r next step __ dOl~ntt1on of the 
united ;;,tat.es <l:'lQ the !,es t ern Htmll.p!lere by f orce . Unr.:er 
!:a~1 co:-:tl'Ol 0;" the ~ea;". no rr.crch;;.nt, s'l1p of t.h& Llnitea Sit-tes 
or of <_fly oih f!T h::'erican l!epublic "OI.,ld be 1 reo to C61 ry on 
U'ly peace.'\ll com,oercc, except by th;.> con~e~cend1 I\! . .::race of 
t.h~ foret(1l a'ld t.J'rD.nn1cal power . The Atlantic Occ(in ...... ien 
h<i.!l been , c:1d \7h i ci, ::houlC: a!",!i.J'S be , a i r eE a.nd lrlcndly 
h1(;11y.<.::I' for 1:.:; lOJuld l.'1en cecore a de:..w.1 menace to the COI::ll'.eN:C 
of the United Sta t.es , to th c coasts of the Uni tec States, and 
to t he inlant: cities of ilie Un i te" Status . 

The Hitler (jovem J:>ent. , in d(!fiWlce of tt:e laws o~ t.he 
sea a.'lC of t.'1e reco['nized ri r_ht~ or all other nation:: , l:as 
presurr,ed to decl are, all r<aper , that ~r,,;:,t area~ of the seaa 
c vt:!ll including a v;:st exr .. nu) lyinr in the Western !ief'1h plu,re 
arc to be clcsec, <'nd thllt no thirt: l::ay en~er tht.!'l for any 
purpose , except at ?enl of bein .... , SWIll: . Ac t u;;.lly they aloe 
sl.nldnt shi.,s at Will and :;ithout "amil1l ir: "Iidely 5~arated 
a r eas both 'IIi. t h in anc! fal' outsJ.U() 0:'- t:.ese far-n~ rretenced 
zones . 

This llazi attevpt to seiZE co::trol c!' the oeeans is 
but a c-Junteq:art of the t{<lzi plots 110" beinJ;: car"ned on 
throuGhout ·t~ ··e~tern !i(;;lli~rhcrc -_ ~ll de~if.ne(! tOTard 1,.:111 

S(l.":III end . For Hitlw- ' r, d;';vance ruarcis __ not only h is aVOI'cd 
Il.;ents but also hi s ~\lPC~ ;i,.or.on;: 1,1." -- il:;ve !:Oul-ht to = ke 
reflc7 for til:: ioott>olds .. "d bri(,tt:hct:c" in t.il~ 1/1I1'I1Orld, to 
be used as soon a..: he hlis raincc control of t..'1e oceans . 

His illtrii'.ues , i,is plot s , his r:tdchin<ltions , his 
sabotage in thls !:~" ,IOI'le' are all :=',:0:) to t hE Goverrr..cnt 
of tJie United Stat es, Conspiracy ;1<.5 fOUOlID<:: con~ilir .. cy . 

Last ye ar a plo t to sei~" the Ciovernmelt. of UruC;uay 
lTas s:nas!lc" by the pl'Ompt action of t" 3t country , ~,'hich "Was 
support.".:! in fUll by her lI.."'lI-'r~can ncl;;hoo:-s . f. li;':c plot I'as 
then l,atchi~ in :,r~t:ntina , anti Ii <:t Cov(.rm::.;.nt hts carefully 
arw:l. ~.1sely l.>loe kcti i t at. c VU") point. Yore r ccent.ly , an 
>!ndeavor was r:lad", to sub:l'8rl the c.:.vcrnr.:en t of Ilolivi .. . 
•. it.hin tile prost feli \feci.: th" c!l((Xl v"ry was rn.:..~e of secret 
ai r landi nr fielcis in Ccllo::i:;ia, ,.,1.t."in tasy r ene" of the 
fan8l:la Cnnal.. I could ",.uti"l" i:-..ste.nees . 

'10 be ult.imntdy 5u:;c ond''J l in worl.:! r:lastcry , Hitle r 
lmows that he Dust eet control of ta:: sus . fie r,ud first 
<!estroy the IJric.ge of '~J.ps ltIich "" a r~ bullciinr ["cross the 
Atlantic, ovC!· 1'tIic.'1 "" ~h:all continu" to roll t he it'"'!llE:oonts 
of "ar to hel;. destroy hi.or. [J}{' sll H~ •. 'O:-k; in tJi~ U'lcl . He 
must 'ill€ out c ur IX~rol 0:1 s';,a::.OO in t he tir . He 'r.ltst 
silence th~ Br lt.i sh lIavy , 

It 1'IU!. t. be cr.plaincd ap~.i" an<:: I·ccln to p.:'ot.'le "ho like 
to thin;; of the uni t et:. St.:>.tEo5 :.&vy as an invinci !:>l e prot(.ction , 
t hat elis Cn!l he tru e onlr if tht Erit hh Kavy::urvives, That 
i s sir::ph. arithIJCt.ic , 

Fer if t.'l~ \JorlC! eat~i<i(. tC", kr£!"ie~s fdIs un.:!1;;-
.ii:d.s dcClinntion, the shipbuilt:!in:; faciliUIlS '.<hich the ;'.xis 
))OIlers '.'Kluld tilc, PO:Hl .. SS in Illl o f ;"umpe , in thE I:lritisr. 
I sles, nnt:. in til.:: F2r Ec.st ~uld be r.uch crc~t.er th&.n all tht 
shipbuilding facilitit:s u-,d pot..:nti ;;.litie:; of all t!H: !.J:\cricl:s _ 
]]ot only grcllt ~r, but t wo o r thn .. t i mes rrEat",r. Ev~ if 
t ' \{) Unit"d ::'tlltes threYi cll it. ~ r"wurees into such II si t uation, 
sceld.lll; to ooubl" IIlld .,lV",., r oJdoubl", t.he size of our Navy , U1e 
Ilx1s iX1'iors , in control of t he ro:.:;t of tllc wo rld , lOuld have 
tht t'.an-pol1l.r a.'1<! t.he physic al rC50urceli to outOuild u.s 5(.veral 
tim\)5 over. 
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- , -
It IS tine for all ArIel-len"" of 0.11 the Mericas to 

stop b"lng deluded by the ro"!Ultic no t ion tlUit tho J\,r.,erica~ 
C3n eo on 11 ving happily a nd pc .. caully in a Ilazi~dor.' lnated 
rlorld , 

OcM t'etton after r.anero. tion , A;...>rice. ha~ oettled fo r 
t l)8 e;enero.l pOlic] of ~ho treij10n o f the sena. '1',..I!.t poli cy 
I.J n very 81,"?le Of." •• but II heslc , fun.;tt.."lentl>l on .. , It 
"'e:;ulS th"t no net ion he.s the rle.t t o r.nke t h':' hro:l~ oceans 
of the ,",orl! at vrent dl stancea fron th~ MtulI.l thefttra o~ 
1:10<1 ',;FIr , unsilfe for the eO:l'.":erce o f ot hor>! , 

'1" " t has ~een o\lr po lle:', 9rov~d the CUld t in.-:: 8;><ln , 
In 011 our hist ory , 

I)",r ..,liey lle.s e.p,Jl1~d .'ro.l t 1r.e 1r.\.-,'.tI'Ibrl al •• and 
6tl11 c!lpliea •• :lot !'Ierely to t ho Atlan~ le but to t~ ... PO-cUle 
CUld to all othe ,.. occn"!a "t; "toll . 

U",·eetrict .. <1 ~\lbrn(\l" ln" wn r c..re In 1!)41 con~tl tu t e9 
!,\ <1et1Mo" •• ,n !lct of "('C.1'~83ton •• "GJ,i:!, 't that !,! ct orie 
A;lorlc"n po11ey , 

It Is now cte!lr tJt;,. t i,I !:er ,lOll '::I"tun his cl!IC.XJ,lcn to 
control t he sea" by r-lthle~.l f?rcJ er:J 0;1 \Jlrl::.r ou t every 
vestl." of int-::l'rmtlo:.al 1(1.; :m:l hu,c:l:.lty , 

1:18 Intention n-.'" been :'I~c.e clour , 
e:<UI havo no ful't~,er Illusloll S a~ut it . 

The .... "lericCll puopla 

1:0 t enucr "dL I EptJrlncs of (l",;c!'\~crs ~hnt Hit lor 19 not 
Int e r e!lte<1 In tao ~-je&t fll"ll l!o',',IS,lhO I'O, 1:0 09PO:rHlc lullabies 
t l:a t II ,; Ide ocecn prottlcts U9 :l'(J;:l l:i. .... .. e'ln lo r.r~ hav" ony 
affect on the h:'l rd - ~. ci!.(!cd . fc r - a!,!'lteJ "lnd ruali s t\c ",:erlcCUI 
people • 

boc"\:J:le of thl/ slI Opl80d"lI , hi C(lU~ or th ... ~v .. t:leDtll 
and op.ornt1onll of Gen.l·'" tI:.rsL1po , and baceu,·c of t he ol(:sr , 
r Q;> .. a ted proo~ t hut t.10 .)" ... .lent c.o'fer:lI'unt of GC1n;tny has no 
I'tl!lpoet for tre:ltl os or 1'01" in t .... 1':. ~ t10 1 .... 1 h:,' , H_nt It has no 
deot.llt I1 ttlt" de ~Q".I,l. rd ne'.!t:',11 nations or h l. .... :m 11l'e ••• m 
.\m.t:r1 0:l..'"\11 I\ro now r'co t o ;"·,001 not ·,~Ith i\b~ t roet thoor10s but 
·.fith eru~l , rl> lantli)~s ~"ets , 

Thle. c tt:lc k 01: th(' Gn:,::;!> If"S no l oof\llzod Il'Uitnry 
oper"Uol' i n ~hc l;o,..th l-t1untlc , TIll:; ":13 010 ::LUre \?isode In 
" 8t;'USSla h .. h'ocn tvo nat lOll' , This ,'tiS on~ :.\oton-ln<:d s t op 
t o"l,"'1rds cNn.ttnlj II ,)t:mrJ\~nt ,'O"'ld oy:;too l;s""..t on force , 
tel'ror '"lnd !1'~rdor . 

An J. I 'U"l Ju r e t'l'lt , VO h nOli th~ 11a::1a ",ru ""lit1nC t o 
suo \·hothu t~L " Unit ed Stat LO " Ill by lIU"ncu riV8 the!,\ the 
i'rolln l1rht to ~ t1h~"\(1 on th t !) :v:th of ..t.-.~tr-uctlon , 

1l'.c !:az1 d'l.ng,,: to o ur tlO .. t<l:"l1 world hus 10llg cctl~"cl to 
be II l:ior" po.s i bl!.lt;l . Ttl, d.uoe"r is h,, : ... now •• not only 
fror:l e n tlit 'lry OI1'-;:I~' buf l'ro~! nil ene.'1;o' 01' nll I nYl , u11 liborty, 
u11 r..orn1lty , 111 1 lollglon , 

T:,...,r ,. h"~ naY! con..., 0. t l"~ "!!Ql' yO\L l10.'1 I nust n..,,, tho 
cold Int>XOrnbl~ nuc ulwl~ y o r u·'I)I l nf'; t o th"BO 11~'1ur.:UI , 
w!r~Mtra ln L(j s"c-I(u1'5 or Ilol'ld eon,:u"nt I1ml i'"rr"'Ul .. nt .:0 .. 1(\ 
dOl11no.tlon b] the !)'./o:'d •• "Y OLI atJLk to th '''OW OLl. ehlldl·on 
ruld our chlldr~n's ehllctnl!l Into ;'OLl.l' fOll~ of t url'orl sa lind 
al nver;· , You 'LIIV" no ... "ttaoiclll.l 0 <11' OY1l ~r"ty , YIIU ,;hal l gO 

no Cur th ll r" , 

!lor"l~l pl'lIe tle "s or (l1plo.naey •• ho t " "riting • • [lru 
of no po6ulbl~ uso ill <!uulll1f; " lt ll lntorn:l tlol,IJl Otlt blHI who 
9ink Otl!' uhll1U m,d kill our C1tIZVf').8 , 
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One peaceful r. &t.ion afte r another has "'.ct disaster 
because each ref'1:seu to look thl) Nazi dange r squarely in the 
"ye um;.il it ~:;t'.!ally had Ull:'" by the Utroat. 

Tile Un ited .:..ates ;':i.ll not rnak., tilD.t fatal mist.ake . 

(~o act 0;." ~ioh''lce o r intin.iuation will «cep liS from 
z;wlnt.ainin:< lnUct tll':! bul'lla!"ks of ceftmse , first , oW" line 
of $up"ly of J;ob. t .wicl t.o I..ne ene",i,,~ oj' :litle r, ant! second , 
:.he frccoOl;. 0: our ~hippi!lg on tile hibtl seas . 

lie matter .. ha t \t take~, no !Oati.er wnat it cos ts, we 
will h:er open Ule line of l Ct;lt.im;lte co=crce in these 
<.lef .. n~ i':" ;,ators . 

17e have sou~ht no shootinc war l'fith Hitler . lie do not 
,",eei< it :1Q"'f . 1I ... t,. nei ther 00 '''0) .... ant. peace: so much, that we 
,,1'e '~illinb to pay for 1 t by po:lNlittJ.ng hill: to attack our 
'lUV.J. "" ... :::erch,,-~ t [.:,1:,s wll11e the-j are on le.:i t.i:nate business . 

I :,:)sur.:c tha ~ the Ger.'ila.'1 leaders ~re not deeply 
con-:ern<..d by ,;I13.t we Aw .. ncans say or publisiJ a!:>our. t!lem . 
.te can:lot briO .... bout u,e <h) ... ~faJ.l of ~la7; i$T.: hf L'l", use of 
lon ::;~r ..... 'll'" i<Jv",ctivc . 

Cu t ,·,he n you see a rattl"sn.o.r:e poised to strike , you 
rio not eN.i t I$,til h<.. !u"s s truck befer .. yoa crush him . 

'rh .. se Na;;i suhr.klrines blld rai.ae r s a re th", rattlesnakes 
of thO! ... tl'~'lr.ic . They are a mcnaCI1 to tnt"> free path .... ays of 
the hi,;h sI.as. :'he;,- are :;. c~llenl>e to our sovereignty. 
They :~;:,.;_..::"r i:~ our ".cst pncious riihts .men they attack ship:! 
o~ u-,c ff..~ric.u1 na~ ~~ syr.bols cf our iudcpe;laence, our 
f romior.L, olor ve ry luoJ . 

.. hen th<-
I t is clear to .JlI Am~I'1c""s that the time 

A1ctoricas t."",~;~e1v"s =(I t no .. be defended . 
h~ 

A 
cOGle 

continuati,c.n of 1it.U.C,{(1 iu our 0":\ ",,,,t.~:,s, or in waters 
which cou:!,'; b<J us".:!. f o r fu rther an", ~l'Eatcr attacks on us, 
will in",vilably wO!2.k<..n A:.IU"iC"-l abili.ty to repel Hitlerism . 

IJQ not. let us spIlt h..,1.rs . Let us not. <..sk ourselvES 
wh"'tl1<.. r to,!" AI:'~I'ica ~ ~ho',llti b"gin to uef"na thems"lv,"s aft."r 
tilt. rif t.'l a ttack , or th" t~ntil a ttuck, or th" tw",ntieth att.:ick . 

1h<. timco for IlCtiv" def"'nse is now . 

i.oo not. ld us split hIli r s . Lt,t u~ not say ~_ !e,V(: 

rill only d"ft,aa our sdv<>S if Lh" torpdc. succc.",ds 1.n g", tting 
ho~,,, , or if t,h" CJ'''W ,:.'1.1 1..'1 " p.:1ssonilers ~re dro'.med" . 

lhill ls the t.UL 10r prtv~lItion of attack . 

If suhm<..riMS or rai <k:rs att<i.ck in distdnt wilters, 
thoy can dt tack «qually wo:.11 .,lUlin si~'!t of our own shores . 
'I'h",1r very pr esE:nce in ""y .... aU!l'S .... hic:. Amo:..rica deems vital 
t£l its dtif"nsc eonstituu,s 3:1 at.u.ck . 

In tJ\" wat.Jrs whi ch w(: <Je<.<m :lecessary for our defense , 
N:x.. rican m."nl vi;ss(lls .. nd Am«rican plan';; D \,ill no lon<tcr wllit 
unt.il AXis ~ubll'.::rin .. ~ lurking ullU"r ~h" Nst,(.r , o r Axis r<d.ders 
on tho: surface of the 5 ... :1 , strike th~ir deadly blow ~~ first. 

• 
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Upon ou r nuval anc: air pntrol __ nOOl op~ r.rt. irl£ in 
l;<rce nwrt(;r Ovcr a vast cxp;.nse cf th" IItluntlc Oc o;: an __ fdIs 
t ht cu l yof r.u.int<llJlinl' U", "mt:r1c,m policy of f " "<-(11m of 
the seas __ .noll' , That 1!lI;""5 , verY _ ~imply end clear ly, tha t 
OUI' palrolLn.:: ves$(.ls <:rid plan(s ,.,.11 rt:-ot ... ct all r'£.rchant 
ships - not only h:l<:l"ican ~hip6 but ~hi ps of ~ny flar __ 
tn~~r"o:! i'fl commerce in o\..r d~ f .. nsiv .. Y!at~rs . 'Ih"y wi.!.l prot~ct 
then f rom sub~:U'ires; th~y "ill pro t '_cl the m !'ro"l surface 
raid..:,-:> . 

'ihi" :tituct..ion U no1 new. The s .. oond Pn./lJ.dcnt of 
t he United Statcs, John J.d;;ns, ord"rcG the Unit<-<1 States II~"Y 
to cll:l.n o ut ~urooel/.n privaleo:=T_' and EUTop...:m ships of w~r 
v.hich >l'ere in,["5tint th" C<lTi~t..cru. arod "'auth !_'ll"ric;lIl "~tcr~ , 
dV5tro yi rlg A:rl..rican ccrr.rr,er CL 

'il1c lhl.l'rl Prc~id~nt of the Unihd St ... t~. Thoro.1S 
Jefferson , ordL r "d t he Un.llf'd ~tat ,,~ N.,vy t.o enli th" t.tt.cks 
bGifl£ m.,(Jc upon kc:rlc~.n ships by tla cor 5.::1rs of He I\atio n~ 
of tlortll Afri ~a . 

My obli~;.t1on ~s ?rcslo...nt i s hl~to ric ; i t 1$ clcu; 
it 1:; inc5e:::pable. 

f t i! :10 act of Y'ar on ou r part wt...r. ... " ooed" to 
!,r ot"ct the ~_~ "fIh..ich arc \"1t .-l to J.mcT ic:.n d e f""s... . The 
ager~u10n is not ou:-~ . OW"~ ir :;olc'y d"fU'lsc , 

cut l d . this ""rning b., clL~ . F"l-<>m no ... on , it Gcr"'(111 
or It;J}L,.r. vcssd5 of "ar ~nt ~r th t " I!"..:rs , tn~ rrot...c~ion 
of which 1 ~ n..:cessL.:'Y (or .'ft.oriean d<'ftn&~ , th<:y 00 !l':l ot 
their ~n peril . 

The o r de rs which I hl'v"" &iv,n t.s COlrll'=c~ I'_!n_Chi~f 
Unit~d :'tat.,5 """y : nd Navy <lrC to c,: ry ou~ thllt 
- , t O:lce . 

7'h<. ~olc re~por..5ililit.v r ",::ts upar. Ij€rmcny . 
b" no ~hoot ino: unless C.;'l"WI;:ny eonUnu~'s to ~.~k it . 

Then will 

'lhiit i s r.y obv_oUl' (Ju1;y tn tl rl~ crids . 'I'b",t is the 
clto'-I" r:1(!:ht of tr.UONT",l.gn nati on . T'n~t 15 t.h.:: .rIly st~p 
f'Os~iha , if ..... YlJ uld k(. t p t~ht th" .... &11 of def""s .. .m i eh " '" 
<.l"<l pl~dc:~d t~ r.'iL.l.r t :.in "z""oo this \ ,"'st~TI. H~:;"i "i'h~ r o . 

I "av" no ~ll"dollS rbout toh;.; g :-<lv!ty o f t.his stEp . 
I h.!.ve not l'_;';l./l ~t hurriLcly OT li;:;htly . It i~ th(. I'Cllult 
or IIIOnths :JIl.d r'lO"1t hs of co,·:;t;:nt t hoti,h t .vlCi <1rudety ~d 
pr aY(lr . In ;,h ~ !JrohctJon of your n~ .. it:1n • .fld ,..in" it c~ no t 
b~ avoided . 

lhe .\r.cricom i',,0:>1 .. h: v<. rae"d oth"r ;;:-:::vc eria::; in 
thd r hi=t.o ry _ lI1..U, h-cr'.cro1l cour-f'~ . n d A"!lcrlc~l T~oolution . 
Th~y wi lli do no h~$ t-Q,uJ.y . 

• r.y "'Q~' thg c.ct.u3.1itks of lh o t.ttack ~ up:m us . 
TIWy know t ho r ... c\ ~~tt!"L5 r> f il bold dcf~M. aLaintt there 
2t4cl<:~. th.-~. know tit:.l the U., .. .! c.:.ll [ or ch-.r hc~s .;:nd 
f "':.1' L S 5 h..,::. r ts . 

And \.ith t.iI.::z.\ ihn<' T stnn >;th th r. t como,; to Il fr~" 

p...0rl ~ con.:;do~ of t ho!ir dut.y CI'ld of U,e T itht~O\Is/l ... 'f of 
what tn...y tlc , th~y Will __ '\",ith Divin" help and [uidanc: .. -­
stand tndr g ro und ,.r;(.1.n~t this lot.;>rt .!ss;:ult upon thdr 
del:"o?c:-:,cy , their ro vt r drnty, t nd t"~ ir fl-... ~do:'ll . 
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