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EOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FCR RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 11, 1941

CAUTION: The following address of the President, to be broadcast
from the White House, MUST BE HELD IN CONFIDENCE until released.

NOTE: Kelease to editions of all newspapers appearing on the
streets NOT EARLIFR THAN 9:00 P,M., E.S.T., September 11, 19Ll.
The same release of the text of the address also applies to radio
annoullcers and newe commentators,

CARE MUST BE EXERCISED TO PREVENT PREMATURE PUBLICATION.

STEPHEN EARLY
Secretary to the President

-— - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — — — -

MY FELLOW AMERICANS:

The Navy Department of the United States has reported
to me that on the morning of September fourth the United States
destroyer GREER, proceeding in full daylight towards Iceland, had
reached a point southeast of Gresnland, EShe was carrying American
mail to Iceland, She was flying the American flag, Her identity
as an American ship was ummistakable.

She was then and there attacked by a submarine. Germany
admite that it was a German submarine. The submarine deliberately
fired a torpedo at the GREER, followed later by another torpedo
attack. In splite of what Hitler's propaganda Bureau has invented,
and in splte of what any American obatructionist organization may
prefer to belleve, I tell you the blunt fact that the German sub-
marine fired firat upon this American destroyer without warning,
and with deliberate design to sink her.

Cur destroyer, at the time, was in waters which the
Government of the United States had declared to be waters of self-
defense -- surrounding outposts of American protection in the
Atlantic.

In the North, outposts have been established by us in
Iceland, Greenland, Lebrador and Newfoundland. Through thegs
waters there pass many ships of many flags. They bear food and
other supplies to civilians; and they bear materiel of war, for
which the people of the United States are spending billions of
dollars, and which, by Congressional action, they have declared
to be essential for the defense of théair own land,

The United States destroyer, when attacked, was procesd-
ing on a legitimate mimsion.

If the deatroyer was vieible to the submarine when the
torpedo was fired, then the attack was a deliberate attempt by the
Nezie to silnk a clearly identified American warship. On the other
hand, if the submerine was beneath the surface and, with the aid
of its listening devices, fired in the direction of the sound of
the Amerlcan destroyer without even taking the trouble to learn

its ldentity -- as the officlal German communique would indicate --
then the attack was even more outragecus. For it indicates a polley |
of indiscriminate wvioclence against any veseel salling the geas -- I
belligerent or non-belligerent. '

.
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This was piracy -- legally and morally. It was rot
the 1irst ncr tine lacy act of piracy which the Nazi Qovernment
has commltbied azainst the American {la. in this war. Attack
nzs followea attack.

A few monihs a2zo an American fl ag merchant shin, the
AOBIN =QCH, was sung by a Nazil submarine in the mi**le of
the Scuth Atlantic, under eircumstances violating long-
established international law ang every prhnulHLL of numanity.
Tile passengers ano the crew wereg lorcea into opern boats hunareds
o miles frem land, in direct violation of internationsl
syreements signed by the tjovernment of Germany. HNo apology,
no allegatien of mistaxke, no oifer of reparations has cone
from the Nazi Governneni.

in July, 1941, an Arerican bvattleship in Nerth American
waters was followed by & suomarine which ior a lon2 time sought
o maneuver itsell inve 4 position of attack. The geriscope
of the subnarife Jas cleariy seen. No British or American
submariries were @within honarecs miles of this sgot at the
time, so the uationulity of the subtmarine is clear.

Five gays azo & United States Havy sﬁip on patrol
piecked up three survivors of an American-owned spip operating
unaer e fla: of our sister nepublic of Panama -- the o, 5i
Seioh.,  On August ssveateentn, sae had been 1irst torpedoed
Without warning, whd tasn snelled, aear uTﬂLnLanu, while
EHPT AN, b_vilzzn supolies 1o LuElﬂﬁd. It is feared that the
other minbers of her crew nave been drownea. In view of the
e5tablisticd presence of German submarines in this vicinity,
WiEre can o€ ng reasonable doubt as to the identity of the
ALLACHE,

five dzvs age, another United States merchant ship,
thie STHHL SFAFARER was sunk by 2 German aircraft in the Red
bEd TWo hundreo ana tiwenty miles south of bSuez. Sue was
bount for an kgyotian sort.

Four ol the vessels sunk or atlacked flew the Anerican
tlzz ana were clearly iaentiiizble. Two of these ships were
#arships ol tae mms=rican savy. in the fifth case, the wvessel
sunk clearly carriegd the fla: or Panarma.

It che face of all this, we Americans are keeping our
feet on the iround. Our type of aemocratic civilization th
outgrown tiie thousht of feelins compelled to fight some other
nation by reason of any single piratical attack con one of our
silys, e ars not becoming hysterical or lesing our sense
of orogortviocn. Therelore, what I am thinking and saying does
not. relate Lo any lsolated episode.

Insteau, we Americans are taking a long-ranpge point
of view in regard wo certain fundamentals and to a series of .
vvents on lang anhd on sea whnlchn must be considered as a whole — -
ag a part of a world patiern.

::: It yould be unworthy of a greal nation to exaggerate
an isplated ineident, or to becomes inilamed by some one act
. af viclence. But it woula be inexcusaible folly to minimize
such inciaents in the faece of vviucnce which makes it clear
thet tae inciuent is= not isoluatea, but part of & general plan.

The important truth is that these acts of international
lawlessness #re = maniiestation of a desizn which has been
mue elear to the American people for a long time. It is the
. fizzi uesiin to sbolish the freedom of the seas, and to acquire
y absolute control am uoninction of the svas for themselves. .
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For with econtrol of the seas in their own hands, the
way can become clear for thelr next step — domination of the
United otates anda the .estern Hemisphere by force, Uncer
Wazi control ol the seas, no merchant ship of the Unitea Stetes
or of zny other Americen lepublie would be free to carry on
=ny peaceiul commerce, except by th2 condescending grace of
this foreign and tyrannical rover, The Atlantic COcean which
has been, and which should always be, a free and friendly
highway mr us would then tcecome a r:lea:l;; menace to the commerce
of the United States, to the coasts of the United States, and
to the inlanc cities n::-f the United States,

The Hitler G-D".Ft':l""l‘jlt‘;.‘ﬂ't- in defiznce of the laws of the
sea ana of the recomnized rircnts of all other nations, has
presumed to declare, on paper, that rrest areas of the geas —-
even including a vast expance lying in the Western Hemisphere --
are to be clesed, &nd thut ne ships may enter them for any
purpese, except at peril of being eunk. Actuzlly they are
sinking shins at will and uithout ?'a:r‘ninr in widely separated
areas both within and far outsice of these far-flunf pretenced
Z0Nnes.

This Nazi attempt to seize control of the oceans is
but a counterpart of the Nazi plots now being carried on
throughout ‘the western Hemisphere —— gll designed toward the
same end. For Hitlar 's advance g}-usr*:ls -- not only his avowed
agents but also his dupes among us —- nave sought to make
reacdy for him leothoids and bricig,-f_-hean:a in the New orld, to
be used as soon 25 he has cained control of tne oceans.

His intrigues, nis plets, his machinestions, his
sabotase in this Lew worlcd are all mem to the bcverment
of the United States. Conspiracy has followed conspiracy.

Last year a plot to seize the Covernmemnt of Uruguay
was smashed by the prompt action of that country, which was

supported in full by her American neighbors. £ like plot was
then hatching in Argentina, and ithat Governmeni his carefully
and wissly blocked it at every point. More recently, an

endeavor wazs made to subwert the Government of Bolivis.
within the pzst few week: the discovery was mzde of secret
air landing fielés in Colombia, within easy range of the
Fanama Canal, T could multiply instances.

be ultimately sucecessful in world mastery, Hitler
knows that he must get contrl of the seas. He must first
destroy the bricdse of ships vhich we are building ecross ths
Atlantic, over which we hht—.ll continue to roll the implements
of war to help destroy him and =11 his vorks in the end. He
mast ¥ipe out our peirel on s=za and in the air. He must
silence tne Brivish liavy.

Tt Taet be explained agzin and sgain to pecorle who like
to think of the United States lNavy as an invincible protection,
that this can be true only if the British KWavy survives. That
is simple arithmetic.

For if the world cutside the Americes falls uncer
Axis domination, the shipbuildins facilities which the kxis
poviers would then possess in all of curope, in the Sritisk
Isles, anc in the Fer Esst would be much pgreater than all the ;
Ehlﬂbu_"l_‘ll_ﬂlnb facilities znd :-Dt.m.t slities of all the fmericas —
not only greatoir, but twe or three times greater. Even if
the United States threw #l1 its resources into such a situatlon,
seeking to double snd even rodouble the size of our Navy, the
Axie powers, in contrl of the rest of the world, vould have
the man-power and the physical resources to outbuild us several
times over.

S p——
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It is time for all Americans of sll the Americas %o
stop being deluded by the romantic notion that the Americas
can go on living heppily and peacefully in a MNazi-dominated
world.

Generation after peneration, Aerica has pattled for
the genersl policy of the freedon of the seaz. T.at policy
i3 a very simple ore -- but a bhasic, fundamental one. It
meane that no nation has the rigat to make the broad oceans
of the world at great distances from the sctual theatre of
land war, unsafe for the commerce of others. g

T'wt has neen our policy, vroved tine and time azain,
in 211 our history.

Qur policy has applied Irom time immembrisl -- and
still epplies -- not merely to the Atlantie but to the Pacific
and to all other pceans as well,

Unrestricted submarine wmrfara in 1941 constitutes
g defiance == an act of apgression -- agninst that historice
American policy.

It is now clear that Hitler has begun his campoaipn to
control the seas by ruthless forca end by wipior out every
vestize of international law and husanity.

His intention hes been mace clear. The American people
can have no further illusions alout 1it.,

No tender whisperincs of appeasers that Hitler is not
interested in the Western Hemisphere, no BSoporific lullabies
that a wide ocean protects us from khim -- can long have any
effect on the hard-headed, far-sighted and realistic american
people.

Bacause of these episodes, beeause of the movements
gnd operations of Germen wnrships, and because of the clear,
repaated proof that the oresent Goverunent ol Geimany has no
respect for treaties or for internationnl law, that it has no
decent attitude toward nsutral untions or human life -- we
Amevicans are now foce to fsce not with abutract theories but
with cruel, relentless facts.

Thiz sttack on the GREERE was no loecnlized military
operation in the North Atlantic. This was no mere ¢pisode in
a strugszle butween two nations. This yms one doternmined step
towards creatinz a vermcnent world system based on forcs,
terror and murder.

And T am 3ura that s=ven now the Nazis are waiting to
sea vhether the United States will by silence give them the
green lirht to #o aliend on this pnth of destruction,

1@ Nazl danger to our western world has long ceased to
be a mere pocsibllity. Tho danger is hero now -- not only
from & militnry enemy but rom an enemy of all law, all liberty,
all morality, nll religion.

There has now come o time whoen you und I must sce the
cold inexorablc nucussity of saying to these inhunan,
unrestrained scekers of world coanuest and permanent world
domination by the oword -- "You scef to throw our childran
and our ehildren's children into your fomm of terrorism and
slavery. You have now attackod our ovn safety. You shall go
no furthaxr".

Mormanl practices of diplomacy == uotu writing -- are
of no possible use in denling with international outlaws who
gink ocur ghipe and kill our citizons.
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Cne 9eaceful nation after another has met disaster
because each refused te look the Nazi danger squarely in the
eye until it ectually had them by the tarcat.

The United otates will net make that fatal mistake.

Mo act of violence or intimication will xeep us from
maintaining intact two bulwarks of cefense: {irst, our line
of supply of materiel to tne enemics of Hitler, amd second,
the freedow ol our shipping on the high seas,

o matter wnat it takes, no matler what it costs, we
will keep open the line of legitimate commerce in these
defensive waiers.,

¥We have souzht no shooting war with Hitler. We do fob
seei it now. But neither do we want peace so much, that we
sre willing bteo pay for it by permitting him to attack our
paval and merchant ships winile they are on legitimate business.

I aszsume that the German leaders are not deeply
concerned by whal we Anericans say or publish about them,
fe cannot bring about tne downfall of Nazism by the use of
long-range invectlive.

Dut when you see a rattlesnzke poised to strike, you
do not wait until he has struck before you crusn him.

These Nazi submarines and raiders are the rattlesnakes
of the Atlzontic. They are a menace to the free patnways of
the hizh seas. They are a challenge to our soverelgnty.
They nazmer ab our most precious rights when they attack ships
of the American flag —— symbols of our independence, our
freedom, our very life. ‘

It is clear to all Americans that the time has come
when the Americas themselves must now be defended. A
continuaticn of atbtucks in our own waters, or in waters
which could be used for further anc greater attacks on us,
will inevitably weaken American ability to repsl Hitlerism.

Up not let us split hairs. Let us not ask ourselves
whether the Americas should begin to vefend themselves after
the fifth attack, or the tenth attack, or the twentieth attack.

The time for active defense 15 now.

i : i T - 1
Lo not let us split hairs. Let us not say --— 'Wg
#ill only defena ourselves il Lhe torpedc succeeds 10 getting
i * 1
homie, or if the crew ana the pASSENgers are drovned" .

This is the time for prevention of attack.

If submerines or raiders atbtack in distant waters,
they can attack equally well within sight of our own Eh?TEE.
Their very presence in any waters which America deems vital
to its defense constitutes an attack.

In the waters which we deem necessary for our defepﬁe,
Ave ripan neval vessels and American planes will no 1ang¢rlwalt
until Axis =ubmasrines lurking under the water, or Axis TﬁldETE
on the surface of the sea, strike their deadly blow -- first.
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Upon ocur naval and air patrol — now eperating in
larpe number over a vast expanse of the Atlantic Ocean — fz2lls
the duty of maintaining the American policy of freed:m aof
the seas -- now. That means, very simply and clearly, that
pur patrolline vessels and planes will meotect all me rchant
ships —amot only Zmericon ships bul ships of any flag --
engeeed #h commerce in our defensiye waters. They wild protect
them from submarines; they will protect them from surfacce

' raiders,

. This situztion i= not new. The si¢eond President of
the United States, John Adams, ordercea the United States Nawy
to clean cut Zuropean privateers and Europcan shipe of war

| vwhich were infesting the Caribbean and Seuth American walers,
destroying Amcriean commerce.

The third President of the United States, Thomas
deffoerson, ordered the Uniled ctates Navy to end the zttacks
. being made upon Americon ghipsdby the corsairs of the nations
of North Africa.

¢ Wy oBlipation zs Presigunt 1s historic; it ds elear;
it is ipcsecpable. ¢ -
Tt i® ng act ofiwar on our pert when we décide o
§ protee tHe igcasiwhidch are vitzl te American defensc, The
. agghession #§not ours. Gurs'ig sole'y definsei

» But let this warning be cls2r,  From now omy ifS German
or Italizn wessels of war wnter the waiors, the proteetion z
of vhiech is necessery for tmerican defénSe, they do 59 at

thei flaypiperdl.

The orders vhich I have given zs Commander—in-Chisf
the Uni’?!;uq States Army ongdNavy sre to corry out that

icy — at Ancc.

#ﬁ% soll Tespornsibility rests upon G-E-r"mar@r. There IHEE'L‘J. "
be ro shootding unless Germony continues to seck ite .
e - ' M

., That is my obvious dufy in this erisis., That is thel,
= clezrpright of $#has coversign nation. Thot ise the enly &tep t
possibile, if w. would kecp bight the wall of defense whith we :

. v zre pledged™° meintain 2rmound this Jiestern Hemisphore.

_— g . -
v A I have no illusions zbout the gravity of this step.

: I hewe notobaledn it hurriedy or lightly. It is the pesult
e w of months amd montls of corstant thought and anxiety =nd
| )4 o Tavern In the protiction of your n-ti@n znd mine it cennot

04

. be avoideds Ol L e

The Americen peonle hove faced Bther grove crisgd in
their history s With Jjaericah courape ong American resolution.
They vill do no less tgday,

- f‘mw@.ﬁh& setualitics of the attacks upon us.
THey E"im?"'ft"im nucéfﬁs'itf-,,z of & bolg def.nse against these
| ¢+ etbacks. W@hey know thit the Limes call Lor cleor heads and
fearlcss hegrts, - ;

3 M — '

, And with that fnner Strength that comes to a free -
people conscibus of fhein duty ond of the TightooUsness of -
what they ey ‘they W1l -—-vith Divine Welp and guidance --
stand their ground cpzinst this latoest assault upon thelr
democracy, their sovercignty, afd their froedem.

— /A -ﬁutf_ = ;/ﬂd/:i! A
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