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HOW FOR R"LFJ.SE 

Decer.'.ber 8, 1941 

CO:IFIDJ!NTlAL: ';0 be held in S';'RICT to:TID~~CE 
md no portion, synopsis or tntir.teltion to be 
published Or u,iV(!Il out unt.il celivp.!jI of the 
President's r.\e5:l~ge to t he Con;;ress ~ RffiU!l . 

Rl'.1casc expected about 12 : :50 P . /1" E. S . 7 ., 
Decc/;\bllr 8 , 1941 . 

~trCl:\e care mnst be ex:ercioed to 
publicntion . 

• 

STFJ>fiEN EARLY 
Secretilry t o t he Presl.dent 

---- -- ----- ------------------------

TO 'riiE CO;;ORESS OF TllE UNITED SV7FS : 

YCllt.crday, Dece::1ber 7 , l~l -- ~ date which will 
live in lnr~y -- the United States of A.."erica W.,S suddenly 
and dcl1ber.1tely attacked by naval and air forces of the 
Ebpire of Japan . 

The United States was at peace with that nation 
D..'ld, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conv"rsat.;Qn 
>'11th its Govc:-rment. and its I'hp!':r'or lookin;:: torrard the 
maintenance of peace in the Pacific . Indepd, one hour after 
Japanp5c air squadrons had cor~enced ~bing in Oahu, the 
Japanese A.~bassador to the Urtited States and his colleague 
doliverod to the Secretary of State a fo=a1 reply to a 

.. 

recent AAlcrietn 1:1esMge . Vlhile this reply stated that i t seemed 
u3el ('91l to continue the existing dipl omtic necotiatiens , 
i t cont'lined no threat or hint of war or arJ:led attack . 

It vrl.ll be r ecorded thrl t the distance of Hawaii 
fror.\ J:lpan r.lakes it obvious tha t t he attack ,las dclibel"lItely 
plnnncd many d~ys or even week5 ago . wring the intervening 
t1nc the Jnp1\nosr. Govf1 rnment has delibel"lIt .. ly sought to dc
cciv~ the Uni t ed States by false statmnents and expreSSions 
of hopo for continuod I'(,(!CC , 

The attnck yesterday on the /!lIwlliian Isl ands has 
cl\u~cd scv('re dWllu.gc t o A,"'erican navnl Fnel mi litary forcos . 
'/ pry JT\~y Americ'n l ives havo beon l os t . In addit ion 
A..",:r1enn ships hrwe beem reported torpedoed on the high 
Ilell~ betwClen San Frnnc1:;c;:o and Honolulu. 
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- 2 -

Yesteroay the JapalWse Gove;mm",nt ... bo luunchea an attack 
again3t Malaya . 

Last ni6ht Japanes_c forc""g attacked Hone: Kone . 

I,;..st tliint Japanese forces .. tt<le{(ec.i. GUaJ:l . 

Last. n4;ht. Japan!'!!", forces attacked the Philippine Islands . 

Last ni"ht t.'le Japanese attackea l'Ib.ke 151an" , 

This ~.omi:'lg tne JD.panesc .. tt.acked J.iuway Island . 

Japan has, therefore , un(Jar-taken a sur;lrisc offensive ex
tendinc t:lroughou t tha Pacific al'tOu. T:l<! f"cls of yesterday speak 
for thf;![l'.selvcs. 'rhe people of the Unite", States h .. ve already fanned 
~heir opinions .. nd well unuerst.:md .. 18 i.."lpll.cations to the very life 
and safety of our nation . 

:'S Comr.anacr-in-Chie!" of t..1x! A~y an" "avy 1 nave directed 
that. all rl!aSUNS be tat<:en for our defense . 

Always will we rerembtr th.< diameter 01 the onslau;;ht 
ag.:lins t us. 

NO m!lttcr how lont:' it. may take us to ovt<rco!!"t< this pre
r;:editated invasion, the American p<c..:.ple in t.'1"ir r i6htuous 
might will win throuf:h to al.lsolutil victory. 

I belicvtl I interprtlt tho will of tno ConBro:.s~ ana. of th" 
ptiop1e .. hen I ass"rt that ',It; will not only dur"nd ours<.;l""s to tile 
utten:>:lst but Will mak" v"ry ctorWin that tnis form of treac:t"ry ~ha.ll 
never wdag"r us at;;3101 . 

Hostilities "xist. 
our ptoop1" , our territory .. .ud 

Th"r(; is no blinkin:; 
our intcNstS arc in 

.n tilt fact that 
t: rav<c dUlg"r . 

With confidt.llce in our {,r.:ee. fOl"c"s -_ ... ith trI" unbounoing 
dttUir:::1=tion 0:: our ,uapl" -- w" .-lill bain tn" in"vitJ.bltl tl"iUlllph __ 
so h~lp us God . 

I ask t .. \;1 t th" Congr(!ss dc-clan th at sine" th~ unprovoked 
J.n<l aastdrdly att ... ck by Jap:;m on Sunc1ay, Df:c<>ll".br..r s"v .. nth, c st-lte 
of war h<!s "xis ted bblw""n r.h" Unit"J 5t&t,,9 :m.l. th" J3.p.:1n"s" F..mpin .• 

FRANKLIll D. hllQS£VF.LT 

T!fr, WHITt: HOL"SE, 

DeCE!':1!)"r 8, 1941 , 

• • 
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