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CAUTTON: The following address of the President, to be broadcast
in connecbion with the celebration of the 150th Anniversary
of the sdention of the Bill &f Rights, must be held in confi-
dence unbil released,.

NOTE: nelesse to editions of all newspapers gpEearing on the

T streets NOT EARLIER THAM 10:40 E.S.T., Docember 15, 13dl,
The smme relesse nf' the text of the address also appliss to
ralic announcers ond news commentators.

CLRR MUST BE DYTROISED TC PREVENT FREMATURE PUBLICATION.

STEPHEN EARLY
Sceretary to the President

--.-_-.____.-.-_—-r-.—_—-—-.-n-—-..-——l--l-—————-—r——l-l-—l-.—---

No date in the long history of freedom means more to
liberty—=loving men in all liberty-loving countries than the
fiftzenth day of December, 178ls On that day, one hundred and
fifty vesrs apo, & new nation, through an 2lected Congress,
adopted a declaration of human rights which has iniluenced the
thinking of all mankind from onc end of the world to the other.

There is mot a single Republie of this Hemilsphere
which has rot acdopted in its fundamental law the basic prinei-
oles of freedom of man and fresdom of mind enacted in the
smerican B8ill of hights.

There is not a country, large or small, cn this con-
tinent vhich has mot felt the influence of that document, di-
rechly or indirectly.

Tndeed, prior to the year 1933, the essential validity

of the fmerican Bill of Rirhts was accepted at least in prin-
ciples Bven today, with the exception of Germany, Lltaly and

Japar, the peoples of the world — in all probabilivy four-fifths
of them — support its yrinciples, its teachings and its glorious

results.
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But, in the year 13853, there came to power in Germany a
political cligue which did not azccept the declarations of the
fmerican Bill of human richts as valid: =a small clious of ambi-
tipus and unserupulous poelilticizns whose announced and admitted
platform wac precisely the destruction of the richts that iﬁst:m—
ment declared, Indeed the entire program and gﬁal of these po-
Titicdl and moral tipers was nothiins more than the over throw,
throughout the earth, of the great rewluticn of human liberty of
which our American Bill of fights is the mother charter,

The truths which were seli-evident to Thomas Jefferson —
which have been self-evident to the six generations of Americans
who followed him — were to these men hateful. The rights fe
1ife, liberty and the pursult of happiness which seemed to Jeffer—
son, ehd which seem to us, inaliensble, were, to Hitler and his
fellows, emply words which thzy proposed to cancel forever.

The propositions they advanced to take the place of
Jdeffersonts inalienable rights were these:

That the individual human being has no rights whatever
in Rimself and by wvirtue of his humanity:

That the individual human being has no right to z soul
of his own, or a mind of his own, or a tongue of his own, or 4
trade of his owng or even to live where he pleases or to marry
the woman he loves; :

That his only duty is the duty of obedience; not to
his God, and not to his conseience, but to Adolf Hitler; and thail
his only value is his valug, not a8 a men, but as a upit of the
Nazi state.

To Hitler the idesl of the peopla, a5 we concsive it —
the free, solf-governing end responsible peoplec - 1s incomprehen-
sible, The people, to Hitler, are Mhe masses" and the highest
humsn ideslism is, in his own words, that a man should wish to
become "a dust particle of the order "of foree! which is 1o
shape the universe.

To Hitler, the government, =5 we conceive i, 15 am
impossible conception. The government to him is not the servant
aénd the instrument of the people but their absolute master and
‘the dictator of their every act.

To Hitler the church, 25 we conceive it, 15 a mon-
strosity to be destroyed by every means at his commznds The
Fnul ehurch is to be the "National Church!, "“absolutely and ex-
elusively in the scrvice of but one doctrine, race and nation'.

To Hitler, the frecdom of men to think as they please
and speak s they please end worship zs they plesse is, of all
things imegineble, most hateful and most desperately to be feared.
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The issue of our time, the issue of the war in which
We are enpapged, is the issue Ibrced upon the decent, self-
respecting peoples of the earth by the aggressive LJFmaS of
this attempted rev‘ val of barbarism; this proposed retum to
tyranny; this effort to impose again upon the peoples of the
world doctrines of absolute cbedience, and of dictatorisl rule,
znd of the S U pression of tI’th-h and of the appression of con—
science, which the free nations ui the ezrth have long zgo re-
Jected.

lihat we face is nothing more mor . Iess than an abtempt
to overthrow and to cancel out the grest upsurepe of human 1i-—
berty of which the Americsn Bill of Riphts is the furdsments1
document: tor foree the peoples of the EErﬂn, arid Emong them the
peoples of this continent, to zcecept agsin the shsolute =uthor-
ity ond despotic rule from which the courspge and the resolution
and the sacriflices of their ancestors liberated them MANy, many
Years gD

It 15 an attempt which could succeed only if those who
have inherited the gift of liberty had lost the mznhood to jakad= s
serve it. DBut we imericeons know that the detwrmlnhtlun of this
generation of ocur people to preserve liberty is g3 fixed and
certaln a5 the determination of that earlicr generation of Amer-
icans to win it.

e Will not, under any threst, ‘or in the fope of any
danger, surrender the guzrantces of liverty our forefathers
fromed for us in our Bill of Rights. :

We hold with all the passion of our hesrts and minds
to those commitments of the human spirit.

¢ are sclemnly determined that no power or conbination
of powers of this earth shell shake cur hold upon them.

Ve covenant with sach other before 211 ths world, thef
having tzken up arms in the defense of liberty, we will not lay
them dovm before liberty is once agein sscure in the world we live
in. For that security we proy; for thot securdty we zet — now
and evermore. -
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