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!::OLl) FC'R REJ.EASE HOLD !O" ill'J£;.SE HOLI) FOR R'l.g~SE 

!'"EBRUA.RY 2:3 , 1942 

CIIUTIOti: 'nw followinr; at'dresl) of WI' President )'-US'!' DE HELD IN 
CO:iF"Ip~rCE until relea::ed . 

):OTI-: : Release to eili.tions of all llE"wspapen: aprearing on the 
~ treets tl0T EAP.LIER 'illAt! 10:00 ".V .. , E.'!f . T. , Febru .. ry 25, 194:< . 
"i'he same relcas" of t." .. text of the address also a~lies to radio 
announo;:ers (lIld news COIl>OOf' t ators. 

CAr.=: "US, BE EXEhCISEO m PflF.v;:;;rr rRaA':1'RE PUiILICt.TION . 

- - ---- -- - --- - - --

STEPHEN EMr.y 
Secrctnry to the Prt.~iden t 

------- - - ---
\,a"h i ngtoll ' s Birthday is a ",oat appropriate occasion for 

uS t o talk with each other about t hine'! al) t),ey are teday and 
thillfs as we kno\"l they l);,a11 be in the fUVlre . 

For eitht years, General ~;ashir\f:u.n and his Continental 
ArI:!y were faced continually .:ith fom::.cable odds <:nd recurring ce
feat s . Supplies and equipncnt were laeking. In a sense , every 
winter wa~ a VaUey Forr;e. '!'hrouchout the thir t een states there 
(; xisted fif t h colu::-.nists _ selfisf! r.ten, jelllo\ls m~n , fenrful men , 
.,no proclaimed that "ashiTlfton'~ ca>5e was hopel«s" , that he 
should al)k for a n"F-Otiated peac(; . 

\".ashington!s corrluet in tho~Il har<J tiL.CS ho,s provic:ed 
t he n:odcl fa T all f,n€ll"icClns ever since - a ITOdel o f :r.or~l s t. all'.inn . 
He held to his courSe!, us it had been charted in the Dllclar ation of 
Indcpt,ndllnce . He und. thc brav::: ~'Cn ~;ho ~erv;,;<l wit h hi.'T1 )tn", ... tilat 
r,o r\a.'l'S life or fortunll tf8S s(':curo, without. frecoo!!l am: fr"e in_ 
"titutions . 

'!'ht pr"$'cnt t: r oat strurr.1e: 11as taucht Us incn.asingly 
that frcewr.l of person and security of propc;rty a."lyv,here in tho 
,>odd depend upon tht security of Wi.: richts ane obli(;aUons of 
liberty MId justin& evcn .... h(;J"(. in t.h" "NOdd . 

This 1I(lJ" 15 B. n(;>\" kind of war . It is diffol"Tcrl t from 
ull oth~r wars ef th" PliSt. , no t only in i t~ rruthods and wt:apons 
but,a~o in its geography. It is warfare if. t <.:rll'.s of f)YiCr:t eon
tir~nt , uvery island, "Vt!Ty so:..a, ev ... r yair-lane i n th .. "'"rld. . 

That is the r(;ason WIly I hav,", e:;kcd you to t"kl! ou t and 
spread before YOIl ':1111 nap of th.:l 1,hol" "artn , and to follow with 
""" th,; Nf~r(;nce:; mi dl I shul ::Iilke t o t he 'Itlrld.....oncircling 
battle lines of this war . IJc.ny qoostions l"Iill , I f,,,.r , remain 
unansm .. redj oot I know you .dll Nnlizo:. I cannot cover o:.vurything 
in anyone report u. the pc¢ple . 

Th€l br oad oe(;aflS which have beun ooral ded in the pa:; t 
us Our protect ion f1"O['I a t t.:ck have beco:nE. (mdles~ battlilficlcls on 
,;t i eh wc I:.r" eonst nntly beinE chall(;nE"d by our en~ies . 

\1'0 ;::ust. (1].1 understand and faee the hard faet that our 
job now is to fi~t lit distUlrcs which extEnd aU tM way a ro un:! 
t he gl obe . 

~,e fif:ht at these vast distar:co:.s bocausc thllt is ·.mere 
our enemies a~ . L!nOI oW' nowof rupplies gives \IS clear 
superior ity we :nust ktltlp on ~tr1.king our en~m1"s wh~r ... vcr and 
when(;vlll"' .... ~ c:.n moot t.hIJm, even if, for a while , m; hllY(! to yi"ld 
p-o und . Actuully WIl arE t llk.ing a ~.~avy t oll of tho:. ene my e ve r y 
dOlY that 11-0 es by . 
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We musT,. fight at these vast di~ta1lces to protect our 
~u,,?ly Unos and (,.~r linea of co=nication '~l.t.h our allbs -
protect these Iln~s from the ~ne~~e~ who are bending every 
cunce of ttwir stren&th, strivin:~ :l((<linst time, to Cllt thO:'l . 
The object of L~e Nazis anu the Japane 5~ is to separate the 
United States , Briti<ln, Cill.na and Ru~sia , an'~ to 1so1at..! 
them 0:10 frem a!'lothur, 80 that eaen ..... i ll ~ rrurrou."l(jcd &00 
cut off frOl:l sources of supj)li.t;tll ana r"iIlforc<.;m.:n t.a . It is 
the old fa!llili.1r Axis policy of "diviae and conqutr" . 

There are thos .. lono s:.ill think in ten::s of the days 
of sailinf;.-ships . They adV\.se us to ;)lul our .. ar ships WIO 
our planes an:! our lIl.,rchan~ ships int.c our o:m hOJ:le wate:'s 
amI conCtefltrate solely on last ditcll oLf ""5e. tlut 11. t C'", 

illu~tratk what "oula h;i.P?I'n if".", fol101l",d tilleh fooHsh 
auvice . 

Look at your map . Look at L"., vast- a.n;a of Chil\:). , 
with its ::lillions of fi;;htint; ll'"m . Look at th~ vast ar"a of 
Russia , with its po~rful armi"s anJ proven military might. 
Look at \h." Bri tish Isl"s , AUstr:aia , :IN Z"aland , tilt: Dutch 
Indi_"s , India, ilia )/(;o.r East an" the Contir.unt of Africa , 
with th,ir resourcc~ of r .. w lIIOLt.crb.ls ,1"-1<:: of i'"o,:>1(.t; deU,l",ined 
to nosist =is aommotion . tOOK a t Nortil i.nt:rica , C ... ntral 
AI:I"rica and South Jo.IOOriCII . 

I t is obvious whtl t would na?;><-'n if <>1.1 [nes" groa I
rosl!rvoirs of power "'lore cut off fro::l each otiler ei tiler by 
"nl!my action or by self- im;>os"d l!;01aticn : 

1 . W" could no lon~er s"no .. iei of an:; kind t o China 
to the br a,,, p~ople lItlo, for n(!lIrly five years, h"v" withstood 
Japanes" assault , destroyud hundrl·ds of thousWlds of Japanese 
soldiers , ,md vast quan ti ti"5 o f J"par",;s<l war muni tiono . I I. 
in cs~ential that w" help China in h~r ma[;nificent o.cft-ns" 
and in h"r ine\'itablt oount.er-off"nsiv':' -- for th::.t is on" 
i.m;x>rt.ant cl"l:l<.nt in til '- ultil:'..:n.t; def"at of Japan . 

2 . If ...... lost co=unicat.ion >"lith the southwut Pacific, 
all of tha t area, incluuing Australiv. ami Ntw Z" .. lam , would 
fall undcr Japant:se domina tion . Japd..'l c ould th~n rult;ase 
gr t:at nUl:'b"rs of ships Wld::lUl to launch attacks on a l&.rgt. 
seale "'eainst tht. coasts of the '1est.crn H ... l:lisph"n. , incl uning 
Alaska . At t.'lt. 5(01"..(. til.lb , she,; could i.J:lI'I,.;uiately *"x lend her 
conqut-sts to Indil.., a.'ld thrcllbh t.'lc Indian Oee:ln , to Africa 
and til", Near "~ "st . 

3. If WOO W"rt) to s top sending r.lun.itions to the 
Bri tish ",nd the Russ iW'ls in t:'l" ~~ ... di ter:'all t:an aro Pc:'sia:l 
Gulf "r<JilS , WI.; woulu ht<1p th" Na~is to ov"rrun 'tUrk ... y, Syria , 
Iraq, Persill , Egypt end th" SUd C;,.nal , th" whoh: CObst of 
North Africa ;,.nd tn" · .. hol" coast of West Africa -- putting 
Gt-:m..ny 7li...hin I;>a5Y 5trildng uista."lco; of ::'outh AI:"ricJ. . 

4 . If, by such a fatuous policy, "" c .. as .. d to ilrOtbc t 
the North Atlantic supply lin" to Ilrit.;"in ",,<.I to Russia , we 
would help to cripple til .. splt.ndid ccunter- offensiv*" by 
RWlsi:l against tl\tJ tlazis , a;HI. w" ,"ould halp W dcprivt! 
Brit .. in of e$St;ntilil food-suppli"s am munitions . 

Thoob Ar.'Ierico.ns Who believ~d that WI> could l1v..: und"r 
till! i llusion of i5olat1oni~m \I;:;nwd th~ hl~eri can ea61~ to 
imi tll.tc th o: w.ctics of the ostrich . Now, many of thostl SIlr.l.e 
p~opl" , afNid ti1 £1 t w~ may b" stickir.g our n~cks OUt , want 
our nationul b1rd to b" tumo;,d into a turti" . But ""II prof~ r 
to retain th" eagl e as it is -- flying high li nd stri kirli hard . 
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, - , -
I knCM' t.hat I speak tor the ross of ttwe AI-Iericiln people. 

\Then r say that. we reject the turtle policy and will continue 
inereasine1y the policy of carr;nng the "ar to the enemy in 
distant lands and distant waters -- as f ar as possible mil! 
our O'I"m hOCle grounds . 

There are four main lines of cOl!1lT\unicatlon no'" beine; 
travelled by our Dhips : the !:ort h Atl:·.ntic , tho South Atlantic , 
the lndian Ocean anrl the SOuth Pacific. 7he~e routes are not 
one-1fay streets _ for t,.he s'dps ~hic" oarry ou:" troops and 
P\ali t io"-S out-bound bring Mci: essential ra'? materials which 
_ require for our arm usc . 

The r"..I!inteNlf1ce of t.'1esc vi t al lines 1s a very tough 
job . It i5 a job which requires trerleneoos dAring, tremandous 
resourcefulness, and , abov!: all, tra::endous product.ion of 
planes and tar.ks and gun:: ar.d of the ships to carr y them . 
And I speak again for the Alr.erican people ,,"en I slly that '!Ie 
cnn and rill do thet. job . 

The def'Jnsc of thn world- \'lide line'! of cOm:1Ullication 
demands rel<ltivcly ~lIf(! use by 'lS of the S(la and of t he nir 
alone the various rout(l.';; and t hts , in turn , depc:nds upon 
control by the Uniwd ilat10ns of t he strategic bases alollfl 
those r outes . 

Control of the air involves t.'1.e sir.lult.a.neous usc of 
two types of pl,,:".es -- fir st. , the long- r=ge heavy boober; 
nnd, seoond, light !xX!Ibcrs,.dive hoc.bars , torpedo planes , 
and I:hort- r;mge pursuit pl=cs W"lich are essentiel to the 
protection of the hases end of the borbers thc,..,..selves . 

Heavy bombffrs csn ny Imner their Cll'tn pcmer frO!:! 
here to the ~out!'!west PRcirie; but the sr<laller planes e=ot . 
Therefore , these lighter planes have to be pncked in CTntcs 
"nd sent on bonrd cnr go ships . Look at y'JUr I:m p liGnin; and 
you vrill sec t.hat tho:! route 1s long - "nd lit many plrlees 
perUous _ cithOlr ,",cross t.he South At1l1nt1c ~,rO\lnd South 
.urica, or from CnlUornia to the "~"st Indies direct . A 
vcssel can ~~kc n round trip by either route in cbout four 
",-onths , or only three round trips in a .. hole }'ClIr . 

In spite of the lenij;th rJld Ciffieultics of t.his 
tr:>nsporbUon, I cnn 'lull you th"t .. a alrendy h.we 0 lll!'ge 
nUCIbcr of bor,brrs I'nd pursuit plnnes , :::tnnned by J..":ItlricMl 
pilots, which are mm in doily conbct rlth tho cnc::;), in 
thc Southwcst Pacific . And thousnnds of ~meriel'n t.roop" ora 
tod. ... y in 'lh"t M'en cngagcd in Op<lr"Uons not only tn the air 
but on t hc ground ao well . 

In t his bl'.tt1c nrca, J,,-paTl ~~s hnd nn obvioU3 initi~l 
IIdv;mtage . For she could ny cven her s~ort-re.nge plones 
to th~ points of nttacll by using m:.ny stepping stonlls open 
to her -- b~.scs in a multitude of Pncific islands ~nd ,,190 
bases on the China , Indo- Chin/' , ThZlilnnd "nd 1~'lny eonsts . 
Japanesc troop trN\SPOrts could go sout.h frOl:l J,pnn ,nd Chin" 
through tho:' n~rrov, Chin!). SI'C wh i ch C1ln be protected by 
J,~p.'nese planes throughout its 'Ihol" length . 

I lIsk you to look nt your I":aps "'gllin , pllrticu1!o rly ;I t 
thnt portion of the P"cit'ic Ocem l~'irl£ west o f HP.lfni1. Before 
this Tnr <lvcn s t erte!:! , tht: Philippine Isl{\nd~ ","cre alrendy 
sllrrounded on throfi sidus by Jnpnnese pow.:r . On thll wllSt , 
the Jnprmcso I~crn in possass1on of t ho CO'lst of Chinn flnd the 
COlls t of Indo- Chinn which hlld bern yielded to them by the 
Vic.'lY ?rench . On the North , nrc tha islnnds of J('pan 
the~selves, rcnching do~ rlmos t t o northorn Luzon . On the 
cnst , <1I'O tho ll,"ndated Islr,nds __ which Jnptm hl\d oeeupiod 
exclusively, rnd hlld fortifiod in "bsolu!'o violation of her 
writ. ten Tlol'd . 

I 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 6
; F

ol
de

r=
 F

D
R

 In
sc

rib
ed

 S
pe

ec
he

s:
 F

ire
si

de
 C

ha
t o

n 
P

ro
gr

es
s 

of
 th

e 
W

ar
, F

eb
ru

ar
y 

23
, 1

94
2



, 

- 4 _ 

Theae ielnnde, hundreds of them, appo~ only as men 
dote on most l!Iape . But they eover a large atra tegio a,r6a. Gulllll 
11eo in the middle ot the!!!. -- a lone outpost whieh we never 
fortified . 

Under the "'eMingt on Treaty of 1921 wo had solemnly 
agreed not to add to tho fortification of the Philippine IlIlend6 . 
We had no sat'e naval base thoro, 80.'tO could not use the IB.lande 
for extensive naval operations . 

Inncdiately e/ter this war etarted, the Japanose forclIs 
!:lOved down on 01 ther aide of tIlo Philippines to nlD9roue pointe 
BOUth of' tlIem - - thereby cocplotely encircling tho Islande f'r= 
nort h, Bout h, eBst and west . 

It 1& that complote onclrel=t, v1 tl:I cent rol of tho 
ai r by Japanese land-based aircraft, Which hee prevented us 
frQl:!. (londing (lubetantlal r eln:!"orceme:1ts of men and material to 
tho sallant defendora of tho Philippinos . For forty yaflre i t 
has always boen our strategy -- a strategy born of necossity - 
that 1n t.>1Q event of a f'ull - scalo attack en tho Islands by J"e.pan, 
wo should fif)ht 8. dolny1ng action, attempting te rot h'o slovly 
int o Bataan Peninsula and Corrogidor. 

'.ole know tllat tlle war as a .mole vould have te be 
f'ou8ht and ... on by a process of' attrition againat Japan itsol.:f . 
"'e kno ... all along that, ... ith our greater resourcos , we could 
outbl.l1ld Japan and ul t1.cat ely overobelJD hoI' m sea, en land and 
in ths air. \ole lme ... tlIl1.t, to obtain our objective, !lIIIIY varietios 
of' oporations ... ould be ncces3ary in areas othor than the 
Pbilipp1nos . 

Nothing thnt has occurred t n the past two l!IOlltbs haa 
caused ue to reviso tllis baoic etrntogy -- except t hat the de
f'eneo put up by Caneral ~hcArthur hao ~if'icontly oxcoeded 
tho provious estimat es ; and he and his lllOn aro gainins oternal 
glory therefor. 

MacArthur ' s army of Filipinos e..nd Amcrlctlnll, and t he 
forcos of tho Uni t ed Nations in China, 1n B= tlnd the Nother
lands Ea.st Indiss , are al1 together fulfill1..ng tllo same essen
tial task. They e.!"e making Japan pay an increll61ngly terrible 
price for her c.mbitloua attempts to seizs control of tlle ... hcle 
Asiatic ... or ld. Every Japaneaa transport sunk off Java 10 ens 
less tren.sport that tlley can use to carry reinforcer.ente to 
tllsll' ~ opposing Gensral Nac.Artllur in Luzon . 

It haa been said that Jope.nolle ge.lno in the Phllippinoo 
were ""'de pooaible only by tlle oucceos of thoir surpr iae attack 
en Pearl Harbor . I tell you that this is not so . 

Even if the attack hod not been lIlfl.do , your map will 
ahOlo' that it would have been a hopeless oper ation for ua to 
acnd the Fleet to tllo Philippines throUGh thoW3ond:J of ndles of 
ocean, ... hile all Mose ioland bases vera undor the sole control 
of tho Japaneso . 

The consequenees of tho attdek on Pearl Harbor -
ocriollO as tlloy wero -- have been wildly exaggerated in other 
·"ayo . Thooe oxo"gora.tlonEl como originally 1'rom Axis propagun
diats; but thoy ha.ve boen repeat-'M, I r egret to ony, by Americans 
in and out of public life . 
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You and I have the uwost cont~pt for A.'llericans 
"rho, si::tce Pearl :iarbor , h<>.ve vthispered or an:oounced "ofr 
the ,,,,cord" t h"t there W1.LS no longer any Pacific Fleet. -
that the Fleet was all sunk or destroyed on Decer;,ber 7th -
that more than 1,000 of cur plc.nes were ",,,strayed on the 
groutld . They hb.vc ~uggcs WU slyly that the gove"-""",, '. has 
wi thildd the truth about casual ties -- that eleven or 
twdve thousand mO, WeI'" killed~at Pe"rl Ilar!:>or instead 
of the figures as 0['[icia11y announced. rhey have even 
served the en,,",y propatano.ists by spreading the in;redible 
story Ulat shiploads of bodie~ of our honored ~riN!l 
dead ",,'Or,, about to arrive in N"w York haT:",r to b(, pu t in 
a oo".""on grave. 

Almost every Axis broaacast directly quotes 
Areriaans .mo , by spe£cn or in ti'l" pr~ss , I".akc dar.mabl" 
misstatements such as t.'Hlse . 

Th" American ?eople realize tha t in many c,,"ses 
detai l s of military operations c;mnot bIC aisclos<Jc. until 
we ar .. absolut"ly cortain that, tlw ann01C.nc"rr",n t vrill not 
give to the enemy ",.iIi tary i'lfcr!!'.atio'l ',vhich h" does not 
already pos~es ~. 

Your govcrnmer.t has =istak"abl" confidnncs in 
your <.bilit;l to ~ar th" werst, ;:i U-,ou[, flinch inc or 
losing heart. You ",u~t, in tum , have com?l"w confidence 
that your "ovem:wnt i s keeping nothi'lg from you except 
inforna tion that 'rill h"lp the m,,"'Y in his "tu,m?t to 
destroy us . In a democracy ti>.(:rc is always a solcr.l!l ?act 
of. troth b"t:1"'"er. 30vernm~nt a.'ld t':t" p"opl(: ; but there. 
must "Iso a.lwlIYs be a full uS~ 01 discretion -- "nd that 
word "discl '"tion" appli<J~ to t.h<l critics of govem~nt 
as wel l-

This i s war. The Ar.:er:ecan ""opl" 1Va..,t to know , 
and wHI "be told, t..'1~ g<.neral trend of how tile war is 
going . But they uo not wish to help the tlfltl'lly <lIly more 
than our fighting forces -10 ; anJ they will pay little 
attention to the rumor-mongers and poison pecl<ilurs in our !Ili<.lst. 

To pass fro", tht: renlm of runor a nd poison to tiw 
field of facts : L'1e nw:,ber of our officen ;mo. men killed 
in the lIttack on Pearl ilarbor on Dt:canoer sev..,nth was 2, 310, 
and th" number woun<.led wa~ 9'.6 . Of all thL cC<llbawnt shifS 
based on Pearl Harbor - - battleshi;:s , h ... avy cruisers , light 
croisers, aircr"ft carri"rs, d"stroy~rs ant! s"b!!l<lrin~s 
only th:"ee were perman"'t~t1y put cut of co;::rnission . 

Very many of th" ships of the PlIcific Fleet wen .. 
not even in Pearl Harbor . some of thos~ that \Yer~ t!Jt-re "''''N 
hit very slightly; and othflrs \.h.at wern d1lllUged hav~ dth~r 
rejoined th<l Fl&"t by now or ar", still undtlr;:oing repairs . 
1'/hen t.'lose repairs are cCinpleted, th", ships .... "ill be mor" 
&fficient. fighting "..achin\Os than th,;y \Ver", befor", . 

, 
Th~ report tha t W\O los t morii than a thousand airpl;;;ne.s 

at Pearl Harbor is as bas(!l"ss as th ... other w"ird rumors, 
The Jllpr.l;lBSO do not lmQ"/1 just hov: ma ny plan<ts they o."stroyfld 
that day, und I <l.r.. not going to tell th"m. But I can say 
that to-dllte -- ",,0. including Ptl<lrl Harbor - - W~ have 
destroy"d consider"bly "'.or" J";Illles" plan"s t.'lan tlley have 
dcstroY<ld of ours . 
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110 have !!:ost eertninly suffered los.::os _ from 
:fitler's \.I- Boats in the Atl:mtie as well M froc the 
Japanese i.n the Pacific - - and flC ~hall suffer more or 
then before the turn of the t ide , Put, speaking for tho 
United Stutes of America , let me IIny once and for All to 
the people of the world : 1':0 l>lTler1c,~ns have hOlm compelled 
to yield ground , bu t we will regnin i t. 1'1(' lind tho othor 
United !lations arc cor:un1 tted to the destruction of the 
I:Iilitarism of Japan and Germany . ~'rc "re dltily increllsing 
our strength . Soon, \'1'(1 (II1d not our e"er.:ies, will h~vc the 
offensive; we, nol they, will .. in the final ballI'll!; :md 
we, not they, will l:I~kc tho final peace, 

Conquerod mltion:; in &1rope knOl't what !"he yOke of 
tohe Jlazis is like . Md the peo;>le of Y.or ea and of 
I.!anchuria kncm in the ir nosh the harsh despotislI', of 
Jnpan . All of the people of Asin kncr-.: thnt if there is 
to be an honor1!ble Ilnd deccnt future for .. ny of thclII or 
for us , that future depends on victory by the United 
Nations over the forces of .'1)(iS enslav()l!]llnt. 

If a ju:;t lind durllble ,,<,ace is to be attaincrl , 
Or (!Ven if all of us a re Ilercly to SRve our = skins , 
there is one thought for us hero a t hone to keep 
uppcrrr,ost -- the fulfillment of aur special task of 
production. 

Gcmany, Italy and Japan ;>.r e very close to their 
oaxirnun output of plnnes, guns , tanks and ships . The 
United :iations are not -- especially the Uni.ted StRtes 
of Ar.Ierica . 

Our first job then is to build up production so that 
the United N"tions cnn 1::3intllin control of the soas and , 
Ilttain control of t he nil' __ not "lcrcly 1! slight superiority, 
but an ovcM'lhdming suporiority . 

On JanUAry 6t h of this yellr , I set cert1l.in definite 
goals of production for airplanes , tanks , guns and ships . 
The Axis propllga.'ldists called the::> fant1':stic . Tonight. , 
nearly two ",onths lnter, ruld after a careful survey of 
progress by Do!lllld Ilelson a!ld othelS c.»arged with 
responsibility for our production, I can tell you that 
those gonls will be attai:lCd. 

In every pru-t. of thc country, expe:-ts in pr oduction 
and the !:'len 'Ind lf~(ln ~ t work in the pl."ltS (lr.:! giving 
loyd service . l','i t. h ftrlf exceptions , labor, cnpital and 
fat'r.line r<1;Jl ize thllt this is no time either to /th1ke undue 
profi t s or t o g"in specilll advantages , one over the other . 

We lire calling for new plnnts and ndditions to old 
plants and for plant. conv.,rsion to war needs . \':e nrc 
seeking more nen and morl! wornen to run t hem. We ~re 
workin(; longer hours , 1'/0 I' r e coming to I'.nlize thot one 
extra plane or extra tl',nk or extra gun or extra Ship 
completed tOl9orrow may, in a ff!ff ::Ionths , turn the tide 
on sone distl1:lt battlefield; it r:;.':1 I:.,.,ke the difforonce 
betr.cru'l life and doath for son;e of our fighting rr.on . 
We know nO\~ th(lt if we lose this .... 1' it rill bc geMrl'.tions 
or even conturi'lS before our conception of dcnocl'ncy can 
liv" agnin . .'.nd >Ie clln lose this "';11' only if we slow up 
our effort. or if we waste our Il.r..-mmition sniping "t e~ch 
other . 

Here cre t hree high purposes for every 1\1.1eriean : 

1. l'Ie shllll not stop Ylork for a sint:le day. If 
crty disput e a rises we Sholl keep on working while 
the dispute is solved by oediation , eonciliation 
or arbi t ration __ until the "1<11' is won. 
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2 . We shall not demand special gain~ or special 
privileges Or advantages for any onc group or 
occupation . 

J . Vie shall g1 VI! up conveniences and modify 
t.he routine of our lives if Our country asks 
us to do so. We will do it. chee!'"fully, 
reO".e::lbering that. the eOr.'lQOn enemy seek" to 
destroy every home and I!very f reedol:! in ever; 
part. of our land. 

ThiS generation of Americans has come to realize, 
with a prescot and personal realization, th<.'-t. there is 
sOlOOthing la r ge r and mOre import.ant. t.han the l ife of any 
indiVidual or of any individual group -- something for 
which a man Will sacrifice, end gbdly sacrifice, not. 
o~y his pleasures, not only his goods, not only his 
associations With tilos .. he loves, but his life itself. 
In t ine of crisis ..men the future is in the balance, we 
come to ur'Iderstand , with full recognition and devotion, 
what this na t ion 1s , and what we owe to it_ 

The Axis propagandists hava triad in various evil 
_ys t o destroy our detel'1llination and our !:lor ale , Failing 
in t'lat , they ara no'll trying to destroy Our confidence in 
our 01171 allies , They say that the British are finished -
t hat the Russians aJ'ld the Chinese are about to qui t. 
Fatriotic and senSible Americans 'llill reject these 
absurdities, And instead of listenillf! to any of thill 
crude propaganda , they will r ecall some of the thines 
that Nazis and Japanese have said and are s t ill saying 
about us . 

Ever since this nation became the arsenal o f 
demO<; r acy __ ever since arnctnlent of Lcm- Lease -
there has been one persistent theme throogh all Axis 
propaganda , 

This tl1C!:le I'.as bet;n that Americans are ad11!it tedly 
rich, and that Americans have considerable industrial 
power -- but that Americans are soft an:! decadent , that 
they cannot and wi ll not unit e and work and fight, 

From Berlin, Rome an:! Tokyo we have been described 
as a nation o f 'llcaklings -- "playboys" -- nho lIQuld hire 
British soldiers , or RuSSian soldiers , Or Chinese 
soldiers to do our fightinc for US, 

Let ther.l repeat that now! 

Let them tell t hat to General MacArthur and his men. 

Let them tell thi:tt to the sailors who today a r e 
hitting hard in the far wat.ers of the PaCific . 

Let theJ:l tell that to the boys in t.he Flying 
Fortresses. 

Let them tell that to the Marinesl 

The Unit~d Nations constitute an association of 
independent p~oples of equol digni ty and importance . The 
United Nation~ are dedicat.ed to a cotaOn cause . Vie ~hare 

equally and With equal zed the anguish an:! awful sacrifices 
of war. I n the partnership of our co=on ent (jrprise, we 
crust share in a unified phn in which all of us mu~t play" 
our several part~ , each of us biting equally indispensable 
and dependent one on t he other . 

\'ie have unified command and cooperation aOO 
comradeship . 
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ife AJr.erlcan3 10'111 contribute un i fied jmxluc t ion and 
unified acceptance of sacrifice uno of effor t . That ~ans 
a national unity that. can know no 11t:litflt.ion s of race or 
cN!ed or "el fis h polt t :!.cs . nle Ameri can p.!Ople expect 
t ha. t much froru tl'\e!:lSel vea . And the 1\t.1eri can people '111.11 
fin d ways "nd meWlS of expressing their deterr.lina\..ion to 
their e.'1emes, including the Japanese Admiral who has said 
that he will di ctate the te~s of pillee here in the ',/hite House . 

?fe of the United !lations are agreeo on certain 
broad prinei!}le:; in the ldnd of peace "" seek . 'l1Ie 
AUantic Charwr appliclI not o:lly to t.he ;lolrts of the 
,~orld that borcer til(> Atlantic but to t.he whole "orld; 
disarmar-..ent of aggressors, self-uet.er::ti.nation of nations 
and peoples , and the four freedo1:l5 -- freeoom of speech , 
freedom of :reli gion, freedom from "ant , and freede .. 
from fear . 

The Bri ti~h and the RussiQ!! people have known the 
full fury of Nazi ollslaugilt. 1'hcr(; have been times when 
!.he fate of London ana WOSCOW liaS in se rious doubt . But 
there vms never the slighUwt question that either the 
British or the Russia:lS would yie10 . AnO toc: .. y all the 
United Nations salute the superb h\:s:;ian Army as it 
celebrates the tWl:!rlty - fourth anniversary of its first 
assea:b1y. 

Though tht.ir homO:!land '/as overrun , tht: Dutch pt!Ople 
are still fighting stubbornly and po"""rfUlly overs ... as . 

Ttw llrea t Chinese people have suffered grievous 
losses; Chungkin~ has beltn all1\Ost wiped out of exi~wnce 
yet it remains the capital of an unbeatable China . 

That is the conqultrintl spirit which pr"v(l.lls 
throughout t he Uni"ed Nations in this Vlar . 

The task that w" Al!Lricans now f ace .. ill Ust us 
to the utten:'.ost. 

Never before hava we bem calltod upon for su en 
a prodigious effort. Never before have we had s:> little 
tice i n ...-hich tD do so :rru.ch . 

Tom Paine wrotk U'losc words 0:1. a arum-head, by 
the lieht of a campfirQ . That Vias wh"n Was hington' s 
littlt.! amy of raggl:!<l, rugg"d ~en was re treoting aCl"(lS~ 
New J ersey, having laateo nothing but dt:"feat . 

And G;meral WashingtDn ordert:"d t.'lat th ... Sf;o gNllIt words 
wri twn by tcr.. Paille be r eed to to'le men of every r egim"nt 
in thu Contin"ntal Amy, und this was the assuranctl given 
tD the first American al"1Dt)d forces : 

"Tne SUI::::lllr solditr 3lld thG sunshinll patriot will, 
in U1ie crisis , shrink from tho. service of thdr country ; 
but he tha t sta:tds i 1;. now , alosl: rv"s til" 10vl; and thWlks 
of ~an and lYO::l1ln . Tyranny, lik .. hell , is :lot Itasily 
conqUl! r ed ; yt>t w.: have this consollltio:l ,11th us, that the 
harder the sacrifiee, tha mor" gloriOUS th" triUr.lph". 

So spoke Americans in th" yt;ar 1776 . 

So 5pellk Amt:"ricMII today! 

- -

• 

" 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 6
; F

ol
de

r=
 F

D
R

 In
sc

rib
ed

 S
pe

ec
he

s:
 F

ire
si

de
 C

ha
t o

n 
P

ro
gr

es
s 

of
 th

e 
W

ar
, F

eb
ru

ar
y 

23
, 1

94
2




