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'I It is nearly five months since we were attacked at
. |. FPearl Harbor. For the two years prior to that attack this N
| country had been gearing itself up to a high level of =

procduction of munitions. Yet ocur war efforts had cone .
little to dislocate the normal lives of most of us,
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Since then we have dispatched strohg forces of our
Army and Navy to bases and battle-fronts thousands of miles
from home. wve have stepped up our war preoducticn on a
scale that is testing our industrial power and our
engineering genius and our economic structure to the
utmost. ‘e have had no illusions about the fact that
this would be a tough Jjob —— and a long one.

et

American warships are now in combat in the Nerth | et
- and South atlantic, in the Arctic, in the keoiterranean, =1
= and in the North and South Pacific. American troops have 1L 5=
taken stations in Scuth America, Greenland, leeland, ey
., | the British Isles, the llear EZast, the liddle kast, the Far - A
rast, the Continent of kustralia, and many islends of the =
FPacific. American war planes, manned by Ameriecans, are ; 1
flying in actual combat over all the continents and 21l the
cCceans. &
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On the bBuropean Iront the most important development: .';F*‘:_'
of the past year has been the crushing offensive on the AN
part of the great amies of Russia against the powerful
German army. lhese Hussian forces have destroyed and are
destroying rors armed power of our enemies —— troops; planes,
tanks and funs — than all the other United Natlons put
together,
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In the Mediterranean areca, matters remain, on the
surface much as they were, But the situstion there is
receiving very careful attention. ‘
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Hecently we have received news of 2 change in
government in what we used to know as the fepublic of
Frence —— a name dear to the hearts of all lovers of
liberty —— & name and an institution which we hope will
soon be restored to full dignity.
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Throughout the Nazi occupation of France, we e

f: have hoped for the maintenance of a French Lovernment i,

2 | vhich would strive to regain independerce, to rcestablish o
: the principles of “"Liberty, fquality and Fraternity", b =
=1 and to restore the historic culture of france. Uur

poliey has been consistent from the wvery beginnings
5 However, we are now concerned lest those who have
o rceently come to power may sesk to force the brave
French people to submission to Nazi despotism,
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The United Nations will take measures, if neces-
sary, to prevent the use of French territory in any part of
the world for military purposes by the Axis poweras. The good
people of France wlll reedily understand that such action is
esgential for the United Nations to prevent assistance to
the ermles or navies or air forces of CGermany, Italy and
Japan. The overvhelming majority of the French pecple under-
stand that the fight of the United Natione is fundamentally
their fight, that our victory means the restoration of a free
and independent Frence -- and the saving of France fram the
slavery which would be imposed upon her by her external enemies
end her internal treitors,

We lmow how the French people really feel, We know
that a deep-seated determination to ohatruct every astep in the
Axisg plan extends from occuplied France through Vichy France
toc the pecple of their colonies in every ocesn and on every
continent.

Our planea are helping in the defense of French
colenies today, and scon American Flying Fortresses willl be
fighting for the liberation of the darkened continent of
Furope,

In all the occupled countries there are men, women
end even little children who have never stopped fighting,
never stopped resisting, never stopped proving to the Nazis
that their so-called "New Crder" can never be enforced upon
free peoples.

In the Germsn and Italisn pecoples themselvea there
ig & growing conviction that the cause of Naziem end Fasciem
is hopeless == that their political and military leaders have
led them along the bitter road which leads not to world con-
quest but to final defeat. They cannot fail to contrast the
present frantic speeches of these leaders with their arrngant
boastings of a year ago, snd two years ago.

On the other slde of the world, in the Far East, we
have passed through a phase of serious losses.

We have inevitably lost control of a large portion of
the Philippine Islands., But this whole nation pays tribute to
Tthe Filipino and Amorican officers and men who held out so long
on Bataan Peninsulas, to those grim and gallant fighters who
8till hold Corregider, and to the forces which are still strik-
ing effoctively et the enemy on Mindenao snd othor islands.

The Malayan Peninsula and Singapore are in the hands
of the enemy; the Netherlands East Indies are mlmost entirely
occupled, though resistance there continues, Many other islends
ere in the possession of the Japanese. But there is good reason
to belleve that thelr southward advance has been checked.
Australia, New Zealand end much other territory will be bases
for offensive mction -- and we are determined that the territory
which has been lost will be regained,

The Japanese are pressing their northward advance in
Burma with considerable power, driving toward India and China.
They have been opposed with great bravery by small British and
Chinese forces aided by American fliers.

The news in Burme tonight is not good. The Japanese
may cut the Burma Road; but I want to say to the gallant pecple
of China that no matter whet edvances the Jepenese msy make, ways
will be found tc deliver amirplanes and munitions of war to the
armies of Generalissimec Chisng Kai-ghek,
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We remember that the Chinese people were the first
to stand up and fight against the aggressors in this war;
and in the future an unconguerable China will play its
proper role in maintaining peace ana prosperity not only
in Eastern Asia but in the whole world.

For every advance that the Japanese have made since
they started their frenzied carcer of conguest, they have
had to pay a wvery heavy toll in warships, in transports,
in planes and in men. They are feeling the effects of
tnose losses.

It is even reported from Japan tnat somebody has
dropped bombs on Tokyo anda on other principzl centers of
vapanese war industries. If this be true, it is the first
time 1in history that Japan has suffered such incignities.

Although the treacherous attack on Pearl Harbor
was the immediate cause of our entry inte the war, that
event found the American people spiritually prepared for
war on a world-wide scale. !Ye went into this war fichting,
ve know what we are fighting for. We realize that the
war has become what Hitler originally proclaimed it to
be. — & total war.

a

Nov all of us can have tne privilege of fighting our
enemies in distant parts of the world.

Not all of us can have the privilege of working in
a munitions factory or shipyara, or on the farmms or in oil
fields or mines, producing the weapons or the raw materials
which are needed by our armed forces.

But there is one front and one battle where everyone
in the United States =— avery man, woman, and chila == is
in action, and will be privileged to remzin in action
throughout this war. That front is right here at home, in
our daily lives ana in our daily tasks. Here at home
everyone will have the privilege of making whatever self-
denial 1s necessary, not only to supoly our fishting men,
but to keep the econouie structure of ocur country fortified.
and secure during the war and after the war.

This will reguire the avandonment not only of
luxurices but mauny other creature comforts.

Every loyal American is aware of his individaual
responsipility. Whenever I hear anyone saying "The American
pecple are complacent -- they need to be aroused", I fesl
like asking him to come to Wushinzton and read the mail that
floods into the White House and into all departments of this
government. The one guestion that recurs through all these
thousanas of letters and messages is "ihat more can I do
to help my country in winning this war!?

To buila the factories, and buy the materials, and
pay the labor, anu provide the transportation, and equip
and feed and house the soloiers, sailors and marines, and
to do all the thousands of things necessary in a war —-
all cost money, more money than has ever been spent by

any nation at any time in the history of the world,

We are now spending, solely for war purposes, the
sum of about one hundred million dollars every day in the
week, But, before this year is over, that almost un-
belicvable rate of uxpenditure will be deoubled.

A1l of this money has to be spent == und spent
quickly == if wu are to produce within the time now avail-
able the vnormous gquantities of weapons of war which we need.
But the spending of these tremendous sume presets grave danger
of aisaster to our nationul ceonomy.
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When your Government continues to spend these
unprecedented sums for munitions month by month and year
by year, that money goes into the pocketbooks and bank
accounts of the people of the United States. Lt the same
time raw materials and meny manufactured goods are necessarily
taken away frem civilian use; and machinery and factories'
are being converted to war production. '

You do not have to be a professor of economics to
see that if people with plenty of cash start bidding apainst
each other for scarce poods, the price of them poes up.

- ——

Yesterday I submitted to the Congress of the United
otates a seven point program of gpeneral principles which :
| together could be cdlled the nationzl economic policy for =
attaining the great objective of keepine ths cost of living i
down. =ty

I repeat them now in substance:

1. We must, through heavier taxes, keep e
persongal znd corporate profits at a low - d
reasonable rate, {5

2« We must fix ceilings on prices and rents.

5. Y¥e must stabilize wages. i % ;

1
[1a

we must stabilize farm prices.

9. we must put more billions into var Bonds. ‘T',I'r".:

,_
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B. W& must ration all essential commodities =
which are scarce. s

=
3
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7. e nust discourage instalment buying, and e
encouragc paying oif debts and mortpages. -

-
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I do not think it is necessary to repeat what L said
yesterday to the longress in discussing these gereral i

principles. | 'E '
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The important thing to remember is that each cne of !
these points is dependent on the others if the whole program E
is to work.

S 5
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oome people are already taking the position that
every one of the seven points is correct except the ore
point which steps on their own individual toes. £ few seem
very willing to approve self-dénial — on the part of their
neighbors. The only effective course of action is a
simultaneous attack on &l of the factors which increass
the cost of living, in one comprehensive, all-embracing
program covering prices, profits, wages, taxes and debts,

1 Econom

ot
‘.1-.': ONn

—
—
;J-.

".i

| Fi
M

The blunt fact is that every single person in the
United States is going to be affected by this program.
Some of you will be affected more dirsetly by one or two
g of these restrictive measures, but all of you will be
g o affected indirectly by 211 of them.
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s Are you a business man, or do you own stock in a N
3 S business corporation? Your profits are going to be cut e
down to a reasonably low level by taxation., Your income
will be subjeet to hipher taxes. Indeed in these dgys, when e
every available dollar should go to the war effort, I do not A1
think that any smerican citizen should hsve a net income

in excess of 425,000 per year after payment of taxes.
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Are you & retaller or a wholesaler or a manufacturer
or & farmer or a landlord? Celilings are being placed on the
prices at which you can sell your goods or rent your property.

Do you work for wages? You will have to forego
higher wages for your particular Jjob for the duration of the
war.,

All of ue are used to spending money for things we
want but which are not absolutely essential. We will all have
to forego that spending. Because we must put every dime and
every dollar we can possihly spare out of our earnings into
War Bonds and Stamps. Because the demands of the war effort
require the rationing of goods of whieh there ia not enough to
go around. Because the stopping of purchases of non-essentials
will release thousands of workers who are needed in the war
effort.

As T told the Congress yesterday, "sacrifice" 1s not
the proper word with which to describe this program of self-
denial. When, at the end of this great struggle we shall have
saved our free way of 1life, we shall have mgde no "sacrifice”.

The price for civilizatlon must be pald in hard work
and sorrow and bleood., The price is not too high, If you doubt
it, ask those millions who live today under the tyramny of

Hitlerigm.

Ask the workers of France end Norway, whipped to
labor by the lash, whether the stabilizatlon of wages 18 too
great & "sacrifice",

Agk the farmers of Poland and Denmark, of Czechoslovakia
end France, looted of their livestock, sterving while their own
crops are stolen from their land, whether "perity" prices are
too great a "sacrifice".

Ask the business men of Eurocpe, whose enterprises have
been stolen from their owners, whether the limitation of profits
and personal incomes 18 too great a "sacrifice",

Agk the womon and children whom Hitler is starving
whether the rationing of tires and gesoline and sugar is too great
g "gacrifice",

We do not have to msk them, They have already given us
thelr agonized answers,

This groat war effort must be carrled through to its
victorious conclusion by the indomiteble will and determination

of the poople,.
It must not be impeded by the falnt of heart.

It must not be impeded by those who put thelr own selfish
interests mbove the interesta of the nation.

It must not be impeded by those who pervert honsat
oriticiem Into feleiflicmtion of fact.

It must not be impeded by self-styled experts elther
in economics or mllitery problems who know neither true figures
nor zeography itself,

It must not be impeded by a few bogus patriots who use
the sacred freedom of the press to echo the sentiments of the
propagendists in Tokyo end Berlin,

And, above mll, it shall not be imperiled by the hand-
ful of nolsy treitors -- betrayers of Americe and of Chrietlianity
1taelf -- would-be dictetors who in their hearts and souls have
ylolded to Hitlerism end would have this Republic do llkewlse,
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I shall use all of the executive power that I have
to carry out the policy laid down. If it becomes necessary
to ask for any adaitional legislation in order to attain
our ocbjective of preventing a spiral in tie cost of living
I shall do so, :

I know the American farmer, the American Wo rkmarn ,
the American busimess man. I know that they will gladly
embrace this economy of sacrifice -- satisfied that it is
necessary for the most vital and compelling motive in all
their lives -- winning through to victory.

_ Never in the memory of man has there been a war in
which the courage, the endurance ana the loyalty of civilians
played so vital a part.

hany thousands of civilians all over the world have
been and are being killed or maimed by enemy action. Indeed,
it was the fortitude of the common people of Britain under
fire wnich enabled that island to stand and prevented Hitler
from winning the war in 1940, The ruins of London and
Coventry and other cities are today the proudsst monuments
to British heroism.

Our own american civilian population is now relatively
safe from such disasters. jAnd, to an ever increasing extent,
our soldiers, sailors ana marines are fighting with great
bravery and great skill on far distant fronts to make sure
that we shall remain safe.

I should like to tell you one or two stories about
the men we have in our armead forces:

There is, for instance, Dr. Corydon . Wassell. He
was a missionary, well knovn for his good works in China.
He is a simple, modest, retiring man, nearly sixty years old,
but he entered the service of his country and was commissioned
a4 Lieutenant Commander in the Navy.

Dr. Wasscll was assipgned to duty in Java caring for
wounded officers and men of the cruisers Houston and Marblehead
which had been in hcavy action in the Java seas.

When the Japanese advanced across the island, it was
decided toc cvacuate as many as possible of the wounded to
Australia. But about twelve of the men were so badly wounded
that they could not be moved. Dr, Wasssll remained with
these men, knowing that he would be captured by the encmy.

But he decided to make a despurate attempt to get the
men out of Java., He asked cach of them if he wished to
teke the chance, and every one agreed.

He first had to get the twelve men to the sed coast =-
fifty miles eway. To do this, he had to improvise stretchers
for the hazardous journey. The men were suffering severely,
but Dr. Wassell kept them alive by his skill, and inspired
them by his own courage.

As the official report said, Dr. Wasswll was
"almost like a Christ-like shepherd devoted to his flockM.

On the sea coast, he embarked the men on a little
Dutch ship. They were bombed and machine-runned by waves
of Japanuse planvs. Dre Wassell took virtual command of
the ship, and by great skill avolded destruction, hiding in
small bays and inlets.

A few days later, Dr, wassell «na his little flock
of wounded nmen eached Australia safely.
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Dr, Wasgell now wears the Navy Cross,

Another story concerns a ship rather than an indi-
vidual man,

You may remerber the tragic sinking of the submarine
SQUALUS off the New England ccast in the summer of 1959, Scue
of the crew were lost, but others were saved by the speed and
efficiency of the surface reacus crews, The SQUALUS itseélf
was tediously raised from the bottom of the ocean.

Eventually she sailed sgain under a new name, the
U.5.8, SAIIFISH., Today, she is a potent and effectlive unit of

our submerine fleet.

The SATIFISH has covered many thousands of miles in
! gperaticns in the far western Pacific.

She hes sunk a Japancese destroyer.
She has torpedced a Japenese cruiser.

She haa made twe torpedo hits on a Japanese aircraft
! carrier.

Three of the enlisted men of our Navy who went down
with the SQUAIS in 1939 are today serving on the same ship,
the SAIIFISH, in thia war,

It is heartening to know that the SQUAIUS, once given
up a8 lost, rose from the depths to fight for ocur country in
time of peril.

One more story, which I heard only this morning:

This is a story of one of our Army Flying Fortresses
operating in the Western Pacific. The pilot of this plane is
s modest young man, proud of his crew for one of the toughest
fights a bomber has yet experienced.

The bomber departed from its base, as part of a flight
of five, to attack Japanese transports which were landing troops
in the Philippines, When they had gone sbout half way to their
destination, one of the motors of this bomber went out of com-
mission, The young pilot lost contact wilith the other bombers.
The crew, however, got the motor working again and the plene
procecded on 1te mission alone.

By the time it mrrived st its target the other four
Flying Fortresses had already passed over, had dropped their
bombs, end had stirred up the Japanese "Zero" plenes, Eighteen
of them attacked our one Flying Fortress. Despite this mass
attack, our plane procecded on its mission, snd dropped all of
1ts bombs on six Jepenese tranaports which were lined up along
the docks,

Ag 1t turned back on its homeward Jouwrney & running
fight between the bomber and the eighteen Japanese pursuit planes
continued for seventy-five miles, Four pursult ships attacked
simultencously at esch side, and were shot down with the side
gums, During this fight, the bomber's radio operator was killed,
the englneer's right hend was ghot off, and one gurmer Was
crippled, leaving only one man avallable to operate both side
gune, Although wounded in one hand, this gunner altarnatﬁly ;
marned both side guna, bringing down three more Japeanese Zero
planes. While this was going on, cne engine on the bonmber was
shot out, one ges tenk was hit, the radio was shot off, and the
oxygen system was entirely destroyed. Out of: eleven gontrol
cables all but four were shot eway. The rear landing whecl was
blown off, and the two front wheels were both ghot flat.
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The fight continued until the remaining Japanese
pursult ships exhasusted thelr ammunition and turned back.
With two engines gone and the plane practicelly out of con-
b1 : trol, the American bomber returned to 1ts base after dark and
i made an emergency landing, The miesion hed been aeccomplished,

= The name of that pllot ias Captain Hewitt T, Wheless,
b | of the United States Army, He comes from Menard, Texas -=-

! populetion 2,375, He has been awarded the Distinguished

B Service Cross. I hope he is listening,

I
i

i

ol These storics I have told you ere not exceptional,
=l They are typical examples of individual heroism and skill,
tal

*Tﬁ Ag we here st home contemplate owr own dutles, our
th own responsibilities, let us think and think hard of the ex-
-fﬁ gmple which ie being sot for us by our fighting men,

.5%‘ Our scldiers and sallors are members of well dle-
o) ciplined unite. But they ere still end forever individuals --
S free individuals, They are farmers, workers, business men,
= professional men, ertists, clerks,

They are the Unlted States of America.

That 1s why they fight,
We too mre the United Stetes of /‘merica,
That is why we must work and sacrifice.

It is for them, It 18 for us., It ls for victory.
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