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HOLD FOR RELFASE HOLD roR :RttE.>.sE 30LD FOR RELEASE 

IIAY 2 , 194} 

CAtJI'ION : TM follo\llne; M.drEl99 of the Pro91Mnt MUST BE HELD IN 
CONFIDWCE until 1'd&8&9d. 

NOTE: Release t o edl tiona of all newspapers !l.ppearlll8 on the 
atroets NOT EARUEll THAN 10:00 O'CLOCK, P . M., E,W.T ., $Wlday , /lay 2, 
1945 . The Berne roloaeo also applies to radio !l.NIouncer8 and ne.;s 
crn:;mantatcre . 

- . . - . - . 

STEPHEN EARLY 
Secr etary to the President 

I run oporudns tonight to the Americ!m people and 1n 
particular to thoBe of our oitizens who are coal tUner s . 

Ton1ght t his country facee a ser ious cri sio . 10/0 are 
engae:ed in II. \1!12' on the successful Ollt Con:.e of vhieh Vill depend the 
wbole futuro of our country . 

Thio war bae reached a nov critical phase . Arter the ,.earl} 
that ve have spent in preparation, \Ie have I:IOvod 1nto setl VEl and 
continuir.g h ... ttle wi til our enemas . Io/e are pourine: into the varld
"dde coN'l1ct everything that 1I0 have -- our yo\ll'l8 am Md tho V8.IIt 
reoourcee of oW" nation. 

I havo Juat returned. fror. a tva VQeke tour of inepection 
on · ... hieh I aav oW" men boing trained end our var !rJl.t9riala _de . 
My trip took mil throush tvonty States . I aav thousands of vorkers 
on tho production lino, malting a1rpJ.a.nea , gtma and aI!'.1Ilunltion . 

Every1ll:lere I found great c l'I€ernee e to get on vith the 
val" . ~~en and VQ!I:On are ·O'Orklng long houre at difficult Joba and 
Uv1.llg under difficult conditione Without crn::plaint . 

Along thoueand.e of milen of track I eew countleae ecr ee 
of nevly ploughed. fields . The farmer s of this country are pl.antil'~ 
the cr ope that are needed to feed oW" arced forcee, our civilian 
population and our Allies . Those cr ops vill be harvested • 

• 
On my trip , I eav hundreds of thoUllande of eold1orB . YQU:l8 

men vho were groon rocrulta laet Aut= have matured into seJj'
aB9urod and. hardened fighting lOOn. They are in splendid phyalce.! 
conditlon. They are mastering the euperlor veapons that ~r~ pouring 
out of our factories . 

The Nncrican poople have aecocplie:hed a :rd.racle . 

Hovever, all of our maeeod e f for t is none too great to 
meet the de=da of th1e war . We shall noed ever)'tlling that vo hOT<> 
and ever yth1ng tJlat our Allios heNO -- to defee.t the !/azis 8lId tho 
l'aaclsts in tho comins battles on the Continent of EUrope, and tho 
Jllpaneao on tile Cont1noflt of Asla and in tte IalandB of til" Pe.c1f"1c . 

ThiB tremcndouo forw.rd movement of the Uni t od Statae a."'ld. 
tho United. Nations ce.nnot bo stopped by our enOlll1ee . 

Equally, i t lIIuat not be hampered by e.ny one 1IId1V1d.ual or 
by tho leaders at e.ny one group her e back boron . 
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I ",an t to make it clear Ulli t every AlOerican coal m1l'ler 
who has stop;rd !:Iininc coal - - flo lIl .. tt.e r I1<m since re his 
motives J no I'lin ter holl' l egi t ima te he may beliClve his griev;.,nces 
to be - - every idle r.line r uircctly II nc i ndlvl. <lually is obs t ruct.ing 
Qur war effort . lIe have not yet. \IO:)fl thls war. i1e will win this 
war o~y as we prouucu =d deliver our tot.al Ar.Ieric&rl effort. 
on the high sea~ ",ad on t he battle front. s . That. r equires 
unrelenting . Wlintel'rupted ~rf"rt here on t he home fro n t . 

A stopping of the co .. 1 sUPil1y , 13 ven for a short. t.ime , 
tiOuld involve a garr.bIe with the lives of ,\1I\PriCiifl soldie r s "rid 
sailors and t h e future securi t.y of our whole people . It ;'roold 
involve an UIlwar r:mteo, unneCeSS2!)' and ~rl'ibly dangerous 
l':<i/lIble with our chances for victery . 

The r efo rc , I 5::'y t o .. 11 mners - - and to all Americans 
every.'fhere, at. ho:ne and "bro.ld -- t !'! .. prcouct.ion of eoal ',~ill 
not. be st.opt)ed . 

TOnight, I a T,l speakin" to Ule essential patrlotism of 
the r.lioor:;, W1.d to the patriot ism of their wiws and chilo.ren . 
And I acJ !;oing to state the true facts 01 this case as si.mply 
.-.no as plidnly oS I kno-" hO'lI . 

After the attack .. 1,. Pea rl H ... rbor, t.ho.; three great labor 
or.::ani,,"'t.ions - - the ALlericM Feoe r ... Uon of Labor , t.!1.e Congress 
of Inaustrial Organhation:; and t.ho:! Railroad Brotberhoods - -
t;avu the positive assurance th ... t. there wOlOld be no strikes as 
lon~ as the ;,ar laste<l . Thu Pre sident of the Uni -rod loli ne 
Workers of Aml::rica was a party to t.h«~ aSSJ rancc . 

That. pledge " as a ;>plauded throughou t the country . I t 
was a fo r eiOle I:'.eans of t«111n:: th " ~'orl<j tha t we A:nOlicans - 
l~S , COO ,OOO of us -- are unit .. <l i n our oetelmlnation to fi&1t 
this total w .. r 'lith our wtal will and our Wtal poo'er . 

At t he rLlques t of t.;:'I»loyers anti of ol'ga."\i:z:~O: l a ho r -
includin~ thc Uniwd ~:ine j·,'orkcrs - - the ,Val' WOOl' Iloa.rd Vias 
S(;t up for SoJt.tlinJ any uisputes ;7hich coul<l not. be adjusted 
thrOU~'l collocl,iv<! !x<q, aininr. . The ,' aT Lahar doa rd is a 
t.ribunal on vllieh "Jor;':"r3 , ".,ploy"rs and til" il',n..,r",l public 
are "qu;;].ly r<opnst.nWa . 

1:1 the pres~nt coal crisis, concilia.tion and cediauon 
,",er" t r ied unsuc cessfully . 

In accordanc" ,dth tite law, til" c .. s" ,;as th~<I1. cer.tified 
to the f/"r Labor 'ioaru, Lho ag.mcy cl'6atca for this tL'pro;ss 
purpost: ,11th t.h" approva l of o r,;anhed lilbor . Tbe mLlmbo r s of 
the Boo.rd followbd t.he usual practicLl which has ?I"Ov"d 
sUcc!:>3s1'Ul 1n oth"r dispu","s. Aetin~ pr<l'.;ltly, UILy undertoOK 
to gilt all til .. facl,.S of the ease froll! both \b .. Jr,in~rs and 
t he opt r ator5 . 

The national offieers of the U:1.ited I.!ine ',1or~ers , 
h.,..ever, declined to h<i ve anytiun;; to do wi th l,.he f .. ct 
findine of the .far Labor 8o"'I'd. The only excuse that they 
offer is tha 1, the ~Inr Labo r boord is prejudiced . 

"r.">e ,jar Labor <>oa.ro h;..s been a."lC is ready to eive 
t he case a f air , impartial hearing . I have I:iven /!'y assurance 
that if any adjustnen t of "a~es is made by the Board it will 
be wde retroactive to A"rll nr~t. But ~ national officers 
at' the Uni ted ~ine Worke~s refused to partici.,ate in tbe 
jlearin,( .. h~ asked to do no last J..onday, 
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On Vednoeday of t.hlB past " ask, ",hn e the 1I011l"d vas 

proceeding with tile ClI.se , stoppages began to oocur l!l. eOlllO 1II1nea . 
On Thursday =rning I telegraphed to the of ficer s of tn8 Un! ted. 
Mino Wor l", .. ,"" aaking t..'lat t~.o minors continue minlll8 0011.1 on 
Sat urdny rr.orning . Hovover, e. gener al strike throushout the indus
try bocatte effective Friday night . 

The r esponsibility f or tho or1ll18 that Vel nov fnce !'Oate 
8'l.U8rely on thoee nattonal officers of tho United Mine Worlrors , arn 
not cn the G<)vorr.J:lOnt of tho Untted states . But tt.e consequencos 
of tllle arbltl"ary action tllr eatcn all or us . 

At ten o ' clock, yosterday cornIng, the Oo'l"o=t took 
over U:" dnea . I cellod upon tho minora to re t urn to work 
for their CovoJ"rJllOnt . Tbo Government noede tl:olr sorvices Just 88 
surely 88 i t noeds tho sc.-vicco :;of our soldiers, saIlors , and. 
marines - - and tho Qorvicos of tho mill1ol'!8 ... ho arc turnlIl8 out the 
lIlUT,it io1!B of "'ur . 

You mlnoru havCl 601!S in th(l Army d.nd Navy Mil. /I;!).r ino Corps . 
You havo sons ~'ho a t this "cry dnut e - - thiB split Boconil. - - lllI!Y 
bo figh t ing in r'.,,, G\\lnca or in tho Aleutian Isllllld.e or Guadalcanal 
or Tur.i"ta or !.:::"eu~\.1nG troop shipe a:1,d supplies 3(tt\lnst lIub=rinee 
on the h~gh 11(:.(\, lfo ha"c alread,y rec<! ivod tolocru~.8 frot! 60me of 
our f!g.'lti!'lg =r.. l)'ICl'g()"S , BrA I only w!sh thoy cc'JJ.d toll you ",hat 
they t.»ink of tl;" sto~pee,o of york in tho coe' =U.noll . 

SC!!:e of YOl(r O\'(l IIO:'1S ~ave cOO! ba:;k t"ro::1 t.'le figh t ing 
fro."lts, ,,·ow-.de". J> j,:,u:ler of till":r\ are 1!0. here in a hospItal in 
'Wellhir,gtDn. SovOTl:1l bwe belln decorated by their Goverll!l:ent . 

I could tell you of ene f rel:! Pennsylvania, He WRS a coal 
min6r before h's 'n.tuotJ,on . Hie father 19 a coal miner . He '0/9.9 
serlou6lJ1 "'ounc.ed by N!lzi ::l(l.chino g.lIl bullete "'hile he ;/tiS on a 
bOJ:;.b1ng mssion oyer Europe in a Flying For tress , 

Another boy, trOll! Ker.tucky , the son of a coal miner , ;ms 
"'oundad "'hen our troopo fi r st landed in North Africa s 1:l: I::Onthe .... 

"merc io 6till l\l'Iot.".er , frru: Illinoill . He vas a coal 
miner -- hie !Il.t!>er a'-Ii blO brotl::ere are coal m1nerll , He vas 
seriously "'o=ded 1;: 'I'm1Bla · ... tilo atte:::pt1ng to reDCUII t ... o comradee 
"'hose joep had buen blovn uplu a Kad tine . 

Tr.eeo =1'. do r.ot consider t hc;o'.selvee her oes . They .. ould 
probably be e'1ltarraesed if I r:wntioned t hoir nalllls over the air . 
Thoy were "'euJl<ied i:'l tho lino of duty . They mo ... · ho'" oBBential i t 
ls to t:le tenG 0:' tr.o\l,Jends and ultimatcly millions of other yoUIl8 
Alnerica.'"ls to get tha b<tst of arIr..'l and e~uipeent into the hands of 
our f1ght ir.g forcos -. and get them thor o quickly . 

The father e and =there of our fightins mon, their brother6 
and doters and frionds __ and t.'>c.t includes all of us - - are alBO 
in the l11!e o~ duty __ the production line . t.ny rai~ura 1n produc 
tier. ::Jay ... 011 M Bult in costly dofeat on tho f1eld of bat.tle . 

Thero C8Il bo no one =or.g us -- no ono factl on - 
powerful enoUBh to interrupt the for;t!U"d ::Iaroh of our pllople to 
victory . 

You !!dncrs have ample roaeon to know that thor e are 
cer tain baSi '" r ight s for "'hioh thie COWltry stand.e, end that 
thoso r ight s are ... orth fighting for and d,yi1'.8 fer , That 1s 
",hy you havo sent your eor.s and. b r others front evory mining 
town in the nation t o Joln in tho great atrngpJe ovor~eaa , 
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That is why you have contr~buted so generously, so willingly, 
to the pur<:hase of lIar bonds IInO to the many funos for the 
relief of U&r victims in foreign Iar:ClS. That is why , since 
this "ar started in 1939 , you have incrcllsed the ""nual 
production of coal by almost 1.\\0 hund r ed r.tillion tons a year. 

The toughness of your sons in our armed forces is 
not surpris1nl; . They cone of fine , ru;;~ed stocl<. 14en who 
work in Illin,"s are not unaccusto~jed to hardship . It has be,m 
t he ob jective of this Govern.'ll~n t to reduce that h .. rd~hip , to 
obtai n for !:liners ami for all who do the nation'~ work a better 
standard of living. 

I know only too well t hat the cos t of livin" is 
troubling the I:liners ' f=ilies ano. th£< f';'::ilics of millions 
of otrc r • ., ;-kers throughout t.he coun t.ry as well. 

A year a!:o it becane eviaent to all of us tha t some t hing 
had to be don £< aDollt livin3 costs . Your Goverr.'llUlt detemined 
not. to l e t the cost of living C,l ltinU<l t.o bO up US i t aid in 
th" firs t Wodd :'{ar. 

Your Goverlll';lent has been dett!n:llneCI t.o maintain stabilit.y 
of l:x;,t h prict!s and wages -- so t.hat ... dollar woulo buy, so far 
as possible, th'" SMe a/:tount o f thO': nE;cllsslties of lif"G . And 
by neeeSSit.ills I Il\<ail just that -- not. t.h", lwwrit.s .. 00 fanc y 
goods that >Ie havtl l"arnoo to do "i.thout. in "ar time . 

So far, we have not. b"rn able to ke.,p thb prices of 
SO:le necessities as l Oll as we should have liked to . That is 
t.ru'" not only in ooi<l t.Oims but. in nany ot.her places . 

Ifh",r"ve r wc find t.hllt. prices of e ss ,mtials haw ris"n 
too high, thlly "ill btl brougnt da . ." . Whc:r"ver wc: find t !l;,t 
prieu cvilings ar .. b£<lng violatlld , t.lil< violators will b .. 
p""nished . 

R.,nts havc: b edl f i xed in most pa rt.s of thl< country . 
In !:Iany CiUbS th"y have bben cut to bele...- where t.h,,"Y wo.Jre 
befo r e " .. (lntered th .. ;'ar . Clothing pri~s have genO': r ally 
r"l:B1.ned s tabl" . 

Th,;s" two iter.ls r.)ak .. up mar" than a third of t.h ~ to t al 
budget of the, \/orkor ' s fa;.lily. 

As fo r food , .. hi ch today accourlt.s for about a third 
of the family "xp<lfldi bJ. I'(, on tiN o v"rage, I want to rep",a t 
again: your Gov I.JOlIn"nt .11 11 continu" to take al l n"c",ssary 
nt,asur"s to eliminat. .. unju~t.ifi"d and o.vo itiabl .. pric" 
1rll::~Il.Se~ . 11<: ar" now tafo..ing Illuasur"s to "roll back" t he 
pr.i.ces of l.bats . 

Th" war i s soing to (lio o n . Coal ",ill b~ mined no 
mat.ter what any indivioual th1nk~ a bout. it . Til", o>,.,rat.ion 
o f rur factori"s , our pOI'I"r plants , o ur railroads Will not 
be stop.J..o . Our =it.iom; Cll.lIt mov.; t.o our troops. 

Unci"r th"s .. ci rcUlns t ancb s, it is inc one "i vable that 
any pa triotic min .. r can choos<I any ccurs,", o th"r than going 
back to "NOri: and mining ooal . 

The nli tion cannot a fforo violance of any kimi at the 
cOll l r.Unes o r in coal to;·.n~ , I have placea r.uthol'J. ty for 
the resw~.lt.ion of coal. mining in the hl1ll0S of 11 civilian , 
t.he Secret.liry of the I nterior . If i t. bacer.to s necessarJ to 
pro tect. My r.ti:'ler wno seei:s patriotically to So back a."lO "ark, 
then that mine r t:mst have ana hi s fl"rully must have -- and will 
have - - COIlIplett! (ltIU I"-l.equatu )ro t cct.1on . !f i t becomes 
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neCIIS6!U"J' to have troops lit the mine llIOUt.bs or 1n coal. towns tor 
the protection of WOl"lrtns: J:::.1nere and theiT f8cll1se , those troope 
will be doing police duty for the aake of the nation liB II whole, 
and particularly for the sake of the fightlna mon in the Arm.:! . 
the ?lavy and the t·nrlnoa ~- your eons and mne -- vho are fighting 
our c'" lilOn 8nelll1es all OYer the world. 

I unil.erstand tbe devotion of the coal m1nera to their 
Il."lion. I knov of the 8&critlc88 they hal'O !:!ado to build it up , I 
bellevlI nov, !I.S I have all l:J,y 11fe, in the right of >ror!rorD to J01n 
unions and. to protect their =10n8 . I vant to !llak8 i,t absolutely 
clear that thh CovII):"I'lIlIIInt 19 not gOine; to do anything nov to voaken 
tiloeo rights in the coal fielda . 

Every leprove.ment in the condl tiona of the coal miners of 
this country ho.e had Ill,)' hearty suppor t . I do not moan to deeert 
them nov . But I also do not moat! to desort m,y oblisatlons and 
responsibili ties liS President and Commender- in-Chief . 

The first neceseity i9 tho resumpticn of coal min1ns. 
Tho terms of the old contract "Ul be 1'o11o"ed by tho Secretary of 
the Interior. If an adJuatmont in vage, Msulte :from II. declu10n of 
the War Labor Boord or from any new agroomont botveen the operatOl'9 
=d minera, Which i6 approvod by the War Le.bct· Board, t hat adjustment 
will be maci8 retroact1ve to Apl'U firat . 

In tho I:'.DBSn..ge that I dolivored to the COJ'l8I"08' four month8 
ago, I expr essed ~ conViction that the spirit of thlB nation 111 
good. 

Since then, I have eeen our troopo in the Caribbean area, 
1n bases on the coasts of our Ally, Bra~11 , and 1n NOl'th Africa . 
Recomtly I havs as!l.in eeen sroo.t numbers of our follov COW'ltrymon -
eoldiers and civUiane. - - f'rO!II the Atlant1c Seaboard to tho ~~x1can 
bOTdol' and to the Rocll;;y Johunt.aine . 

Tonight, in the face of a criela of aer10us proportione 
1n the coal IndU8try, I 9ay again that t ho spirit of th18 nation iB 
good. I knov that the American people vill not tolerate any threat 
offel'od to their Govol'TllllOnt by anyone. 1. beliove tho coal runerB 
"ill not continuo tho 'trike 68ainst the Governmont. I bolievo that 
t.ho COal m!.r.al'B thoItBolvos aB Altiorlc!llle vill not fa11 t o heed the 
clear cell to duty . Like all athol' good. .AJ:>ericans, they ,,111 march 
shoulder to 'houlder vi th their 8l'IIllId forc08 to victor y. 

Tomorro" t ho Stars and Stripes ,,111 fly ovel' the coal 
mineo. I hope ovory J:I1nor "Ul be at work undor that Flll8 . 
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