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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Tae NaTioNanL ArcHives, |
Washington, D. C., November 15, 1940. '

Lo the Congress of the United States .
In compliance with section 208, title I1, of the joint resolution, i
approved July 18, 1939 (53 Stat. 1062-1066), which requires the -

Archivist of the United States to make to Con gress “at the beginning
of each I*E,gulﬂ.r session, a report of the preceding fiscal year as (o
the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library,” I have the honor to submit

her‘ewiﬂl the first annual report on the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library,
which covers the fiscal year ending June 30, 1940,

Respectfully,
R. D. W. CoxxNor,
Arehivist of the United States.
II1
2814065—41
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FIRST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST
OF THE UNITED STATES AS TO THE
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY

The joint resolution to provide for the establishment and mainte-
nance of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library and for other purposes
was approved July 18, 1939 (53 Stat. 1062-1066).

The resolution authorizes the Archivist of the United States to
accept for the United States from President Franklin D. Roosevelt
title to a tract of land consisting of approximately 12 acres in the town
of Hyde Park, Dutchess County, N. Y, as a site for the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Library. The Archivist is further authorized to permit
the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Inc., a nonprofit New York cor-
poration, to construct thereon “a building or buildings, to be desig-
nated as the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, and to landscape the
grounds within the said area.” The care, maintenance, and protec-
tion of the buildings and grounds are made the responsibility of the
United States Commissioner of Public Buildings, but the “immediate
custody and control” of the buildings and their contents are vested
in the Archivist.

The joint resolution provides that upon the completion of the
project the Archivist shall accept for the Franklin D. Roosevelt
Library such historical material as may be donated by President
Roosevelt. The Archivist may also acquire for the Library from
other sources, by gift, purchase, or loan, historical books related to
and other historical material contemporary with and related to
the historical material acquired from President Roosevelt. All ma-
terial acquired under this resolution must be “permanently housed
in the Iranklin D. Roosevelt Library” and the Archivist is authorized
to prescribe regulations governing its arrangement, custody, protec-
tion, and use. Subject to such regulations, the Archivist is required
to make the material in the Library “available to the public free of
charge,” but he may charge and collect a fee not to exceed 25 cents
per person “for the privilege of visiting and viewing the exhibit rooms
and musenm portions of the said Libravy,” Funds so derived must be
paid into a trust fund created by the resolution to be used for the
benefit of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library.

Authority is given to the Archivist to appoint and prescribe the
duties of such officers and employees as may be necessary for the
execution of the functions vested in him by the resolution, and the
faith of the United States is pledged to “provide such funds as may

1
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2 REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNFLED STATES

be necessary for the upkeep of t]uu:: said Library and the iidﬂliﬂi‘ﬁ-
trative expenses and costs of operations the_reuf Gt so that the said
Library shall be at all times properly maintained. .

The resolution creates a Board of Trustees to be -::guqm:-:e-:] of the
Archivist and the Secretary of the Tl'eu_sury 1S ex .ﬂ*fﬁﬂlﬂ memhers.mlul
five others to be appointed by the PrEsulgut for ll_fe. The Archivist
‘s chairman of the Board. The Board is authorized to accept and
receive gifts and bequests of personal prmmlrty and to h-:}I:I1 and
administer them as trust funds for the benefit of tlu=. Franklin D.
Roosevelt Library. Unless otherwise restricted by thf' instrument of
gift, the principal of any gift or bequest, u:"tlm 1eone d:.at‘lvei.l
(herefrom. may be used for the purchase of equipment or of l}lst{?l‘l-
cal materiﬁl for the Library and in the preparation E'HH;} ]mh]lcutlfm
of guides, inventories, calendars, and textual reproductions of material
in the Library. N

The Archivist is required to make to Congress, at the beginning of
each regular session, a report for the preceding fiscal year as to the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, which shall include “a detailed state-
ment of all accessions, all dispositions of historical material, and all
receipts and expenditures on account of the said Library.”

After the approval of the joint resolution, preparations for the
construction of the Library moved forward rapidly. On July 24,
1939, in a simple ceremony at the exact location that had been staked
off for the building, President Roosevelt conveyed to the United
States title to a tract of 16 acres to be utilized as a site for the Library.
Plans and specifications for the building were prepared by Louis A.
Simon, Supervising Architect, Public Buildings Administration, Fed-
eral Works Agency. On August 11, 1939, the Archivist authorized
the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Inc., to proceed with the erection
of the building, and on September 5 the contract was let. Ground
for the building was broken on September 14, and the cornerstone
was laid by the President on November 19. By the close of the
fiscal year 193940 the building was practically completed, but it was
not formally turned over to the Government until July 4, 1940
The cost of the building and equipment, $344.642.21 as of the date of
this report, was met from funds raised from private sources under
the direction of the Honorable Frank C. Walker, Treasurer of the
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Inc.

The following deseription of the building was furnished by the
architect :

The plan of the structure 18 U-shuped with the north and south wings projecting
castward from the maln wing to form the forecourt on the main facade.

Box

-———

FRANKI

neipal exhibition =
room and the nave
p by the offices for

The P
pxhibition

o taken u
s sparch TOOIML, and the st

;i—l;]j{sl;nw for clerks and for |
qs the photographie unit, wn|
rooms, and SPaceE for the 1
pxhibits is also arranged on

The document stacks are tl
with the main second story,
documents and other material

The architectural style of 1
purricularl:r that phase of it
(County.

The building is fireproof thy
exterior walls. The roof Is ¢
exterior, with the woodwork |




"ED n“‘m

and the

Amipjg.
« « 50 that the i

I:[E. The Archivig
Mzed 1o aceept apg
and 1o h)g and
of the Frankliy i
Y the I0SE U en nfl
Lhe ncome Jerind
ment or of histop.
on and publication
ductions of materiy)

at the beginning of
fiscal year as to the

de “a detailed state-
ul material, and all
ibrary,”
sreparations for the
|lll.“1"- On Jﬂl_‘l’ U,
hat had been staked
eved to the United
 site for the Library.
repared by Lous A
\ dministration, Fel-
Archivist authorizd
el with the erection
ot was let. Ground
and the cornerstone
By the close of the
ompleted, but it wis
until July 4, 1040,
s 91 ax of the date of
srivale sOUNCEs ﬂllllﬂ'
(er, T reasurer of the

'ns [urnwﬂl h! the

ers

gowoth wings projecting

%
;

ace Tully Archive; Series: Grace T
FDR Materials: Other Inscribed |

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT LIBRARY 3

The pri”‘:ipm exhibition space is on the first floor and consists of the main
exhibitlon room and the naval exhibition room. The remainder of the first foor
is taken up by the oflices for the officials of the Libra ry, space for cataloging, the
public search room, and the stacks which occupy the north wing, The ground floor
gives space for clerks and for the various working departments of the Library, such
us the photographic unit, unpacking, sorting, fumigating, repairing, and storage
rooms, and space for the mechanieal equipment,
exhibits is also arranged on this floor.

The document stacks are three tiers in height, the upper one being on the level
with the main second story, which gives ample space for additional storage of
documents and other material to be kept in this building.

The architectural style of the building is an adaptation of Dutch colonial; and
particularly that phase of it found in many of the older buildings in Dutechess
County.

The building is fireproof throughout and local fieldstone is used for the facing of
exterior walls.  The roof Is of slate and the interior earries out the spirit of the
exterior, with the woodwork painted in colors so frequently used in colonial work.

Some secondary space for
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6 REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATES

of gift under which the funds to be invested are derived, and may
retain any investments accepted by the Board.

(d) The income from any trust funds hu!t} by the Board, as and
when collected, shall be deposited with the Treasurer of the United
States who shall enter it in a special account to the credit of the
Irranklin D. Roosevelt Library and subject to disbursement by the
Archivist, except where otherwise restricted by thfg. mstrument of
oift, in the purchase of equipment for the Franklin D. Roosevelt
Library; in the preparation and publication of guides, inventories,
calendars, and textual reprmluf:.tn_'m nf Il]-‘.lt{'l'lzll* i the said Library:
and in the purchase, under section 203 of this title, of historical
material for the said Library. The Archivist may make sales of any
publications authorized by this section at a price which will cover
their cost and 10 per centun added, and all moneys received from
such S:-,tle_es shall be paid into, ndgnlmﬁtﬂ'ml, and expended as a part of
the special account herein provided for.

(e) Unless otherwise restricted by the instrument of gift, the
Board, by +1‘es‘01utm]1 duly :&ulnplml, may authorize the :\Ll‘t‘ﬁivist to
use the principal of any gift or bequest made to it for any of the
purposes mentioned in subsection (d) hereof.

(f) The Board shall have all the usual powers of a trustee in
respect to all funds administered by it, but the members of the Board
shall not be personally liable, except for misfeasance. In the admin-
istration of such trust funds the actions of the Board, including any
payments made or authorized to be made by it from such funds, shall
not be subject to review or attack except in an action brought in the
United S_t:ltEElD{:-;t]"]ﬂt_ Court for the District of Columbia, which is
hereby given jurisdiction of such suits, for the purpose of enforcing
the provision of any trust accepted by the Board.

Sec. 206, The Commissioner of Public Buildings shall be respon-
EI!D]E: flm' the care, maintenance, and protection of the buildings and
gu&undﬁ of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library in the same manner
;1311 __ltq the same extent as he is responsible for the National Archives
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Qgc. 208. The Archivist shall make to the Congress, at the begin-
ning of each regular session, a report for the preceding fiscal year
as to the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library. Such report 5119!1_111::1}1&6
a detailed statement of all accessions, all dispositions of historical
material, and all receipts and expenditures on account ot the said
Library. _ A :

Sge. 209. The costs incurred by the Archivist in carrying out the
duties placed upon him by this title, including the expenses of the
members of the Board and the costs of the Board’s necessary clerical
qssistance, shall be paid out of the appropriations for The National
Archives Establishment as other costs and expenses of The National
Archives Establishment are paid; and such sums as may be necessary
for such purposes are hereby authorized to be appropriated.

TITLE ITI—FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT RESIDENCE

Qrc. 301. The head of any executive department, pursuant to agree-
ment between him and the donor, may accept for and in the name
of the United States from the donor, or from such person or persons
as shall be empowered to act for the donor, title to any part or parts
of the said Hyde Park estate of the donor and his family which shall
be donated to the United States for use In connection with any desig-
nated function of the Government administered in such department,
The title to any such property may be accepted under this section
notwithstanding that it may be subject to the life estate of the donor
or of any other person or persons now living : Provided, That during
the continuance of any life estate reserved therein no expense to the
United States in connection with the ordinary mainfenance of the
property so acquired shall be incurred: Provided further, That the
acceptance hereunder by the United States of the title to property n
which any life estate is reserved shall not during the existence of such
life estate exempt the property, except to the extent provided in section
304 [303] of this title, from taxation by the town of Hyde Park,
Dutchess County, or the State of New York as other real property
in the said town, county, or State is taxed under the applicable laws
relating to taxation of real property.

Sec. 302. Upon the expiration of all life estates reserved in any
property acquired under this title for use in connection with a desig-
hated function of the Government, or, if no life estate is reserved,
immediately upon the acceptance of title thereto, the head of the
department administering the said function shall assume jurisdiction
and control over the property so acquired and administer it for the
purpose designated, subject to the applicable provisions of law.

Skc. 303. The right is reserved in the Congress to take such action
and to make such changes, modifications, alterations, and improve-
ments in connection with and upon any property acquired under this
title, during or after the expiration of any life estate reserved therein,
as the Congress shall deem proper and necessary (o protect and pre-
serve the same; but neither the improvements so made nor any
increase in the value of the property by reason thereof shall be sub-
ject to taxation during the existence of any life estate reserved in
the property.

Approved, July 18, 1939.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
December 17, 1941

70 THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES IN 1956:

I am writing this letter as an act of

faith in the destiny of our country. 1 desire to
make a request which I make in full confidence that

we shall achieve & glorious victory in the war we
now are waging to preserve our democratic way of life.

My request is that you consider the
merite of a young American youth of goodly heritage
- Colin P. Kelly, III -- for appointment as a2 Cadet
in the United States Military Academy at West Point.
I make this appeal in behalf of thie youth as a token
of the Nation's appreciation of the heroic services
of his father who met death in line of duty at the

very outset of the struggle which wes thrust upon
us by the perfidy of a professed friend.

In the conviction that the service and
example of Captain Colin P. Kelly, Jr. will be long
remembered, I ask for this consideration in behalf

of Colin P. Kelly, III.
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