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FOR RELEASE WHEN DELIVERED - M. H-. McIntyre,
Press Representative.

SPEECH OF HONORABLE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT
WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA

October 19th, 1932.

We are now in the closing stages of no ordinary
campaign. And I come to the great State of West Virginia
to speak to you who have reason to know the conditicns
which face our citizens and to speak to you frankly and in
a straight forward manner concerning the reasons which
have brought these conditions about, and the steps that we
must take to effect their cure. We are not faced merely
with a choice of a change of administration. We have now
to make a choice between a nation with hope for economic
order and individual prosperity on the one hand, or a

country allowed to drift under the present temporizing

type of administrative leadership.

| You have had placed before you the spectre of
fear by the Republican Candidate, snd the Republican
speakers. You have been told that things might have been
worse, and will be worse if I am elected to office. But
I say to you, "Yes, things might have been worse; indeed
we might all of us have been destroyed. But on the other
hand remember that things might have been better, should

have been better, and will begin to get better with a change

6; Folder= FDR Materials: Press Releases, 1932

of administration on the Fourth of March.u




To attempt to instill panic into the electorate
at a2 time when we must all have courage and a firm belief
that the Amerieman characteristic of finding answers to
problems will bring us back on the upward trail, is a
method of campaigning which does little credit to leaders
still at this time entrusted with the welfare of the

United States.

We may well ask the question: "Are you afraid
of a change?" Certainly in the light of three years of al-
most complete inaction by Republican leadership -- three
years in which little constructive action of any kind was
taken, - would almost be sufficient to have us give the
answer "No, we are not afraid of a change."

But further than that, I wol d remind you of
two very interesting facts. First, things might have been
worse 1f it had not been for the establishment in the
Wilson administration of what we call the Federal Reserve
System. Had there been no Federal Reserve System, the
collapse would indeed have been complete. And that system

was the product of a Democrat -- Jarter Glass -- and that

system became law only after the most bit ter oprosition

from the Republican leaders -- now lMr. Hoover's associates.
How wise were those Democrats who fought for

that measurel To them today should go most of the credit

when we say that things might have been worse.

FCTITV
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And, may I add, how much better off would our nation be
today if the original purposes and vprinciples of that

System had been followed by Republican Presidents.

And secondly, it has been said that the Recon-

structinn Finance Corporation, which, by the way, is as
much a Democratic measure as a Republican measure -- for
it was passed in the spirit of bi-partisan co-operation in
the Congress of the United States -- is another thing which
has saved the financial structure of the country. But
again, this measure was not due to the creative genius of
Republigan leadership, for it was during the period of
the Democratic administration that there was established
the War Finance Corporstion, and it is essentially the
principles of that War Finance Corporation which have been
reestablished at this new period of crisis.
| Thus we may fairly say that the two things which
have saved things from being worse -- the Federal KReserve
System and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation =-- are
both the result of the constructive foresight of the
Democratic Party and its leaders,

And just for the sake of the record -- to get it
straight for future historians, let me make this clear:
I have not at its inception or at any time since, criticized
or objected to the establishment of the Reconstruction
Finance Corporation any more than I have the Federal Reserve

System. The point is that it is not that the Republican




Administration established that agency -- it is how it

T established last Spring, and which the record of the

used that agency. The Reconstruction Finance Corporation
has performed many excellent services in extending credit

to banks and other institutions, but it is the fact, which

subsequent months has disclosed that I was right in saying

that onmly a2 small portion of the actual credits advanced

by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation has trickled

down -- seeped through -- to the individual, to the worker

and the farmer and the man without a job -- or, for that
matter, to the small business man himself,

As in the case of the Federal Keserve System,

the fundamental purposes and principles of the Reconstruc-

tion Finance Corporation have not been carried out by the

present administration in Washington.

I believe that we are ready for a change -- a

change which will put into practice the lessons which we

have had to learn through owr trials and troubles. The

lesson of inter-dependence -- the simple fact that nc part

of the country is safe while any part is in want, that the

worker is less 1likely to have a job whenever the farmer

cannot get a decent price for his crop, that the bank is
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or watered securities. These are n few of the lessons

that call for new leadership.
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not safe whenever irresponsible financiers sell pyramided
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As I have said before, this nation can not endure "half
boom and half broke," The Hoover adminastration forgot
these facts; encouraged speculators: strargled foreign

markets by indefensible tariffs, and accomplished
nothing for agricultural communities, depressed already
to the lowest point in modern history.

I have studied fthese problems. I have made a
trip thraﬁgh every section of the United States in order
to familiarize myself by a face to face and intim=te
contact with the varying problems of each community and
section,

I have proposed a series of plans dealing with
this tremendous group of problems. I have suggested a
program for the rehabilitaticn of agriculture -- a program
for placing the great transportation system of railroads
on their feet ard operating them so as to assure the
financial obligations of the greater number of these
carriers whose holders represent every group in the
community.

I have outlined my purpose to curb the financial
excesses and exploitations which in the last twelve years
have thrown to waste so much of the hard earned savings
of our citizens., I have advanced a definite program for
the fair control of public utility and power service.,

I have advocated a lowering of tariffs by negotiation with

foreign countries. But I have not advocated, and I will
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: “advocate a tariff policy which will withdraw e

protection from American workers against those countries

which employ cheap labor or who operate under a standard

of living which is lower than that of our own great labor-

ing groips. You have been told by my opponent that the
Democratic tariff policy will result in the further loss
of American trade with foreign countries. But I eall to
your attention that we now have a strangulation of that
very trade under the tariff system of unsystematic and un-
scientific tariff walls set up by the log rolling that
created the Grundy tariff

The Democratic program is practical and I
pledge to you that it will be carried out with speed 2nd
dispatech,

Tonight in Pittsburgh I shall atline another
cause which under Republican leadership has had a major
effect upon our present condition and I shall once more
explain a workable program to remedy that situation. I
shall continue in this campaign to be constructive and to
state my position on the great issues which face our
government. My first thought is that government exists
for individual men and women, and that its first objective
1s to promote their happiness and well being. It nmust
carry out economic reformms, not solely for the sake of the
railroads or for agriculture, or for banks or for industry,

but for the people who work and use those railroads, for
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the farmers, and their families, for the bank depositors,
for consumers and for workers, Unless they prosper the
nation falters. I seek a sound administration but I seek
a humane administration. Tc me government is not a
machine driven by technicians, but a human, sympathetic
and reponsive institution, I refuse to believe that the
people of the Nation can be made to fear false bogies.
The choice is deeper than that. It is indeed one between
restored order and dangerous drift, between constructive
planning and the forces of mismanagement.

If this nation wants to know what is wrong with
its national government, I will give them the answer in

one word: That word is "mismanagement".

I am on the side of courage, with a united and
a liberal purpose, with a program worthy of the task
before us. I ask your suprort that America may have a

chance to go forward, Of the result I have no fear,

R
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J FOR RELEASE WHEN DELIVERED - M. H. McIntyre,
Press Representative,

SPEECH OF HONORABLE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA

October 19th, 1932.

We are now in the closing stages of no ordinary
| campaign. And I come to the great State of West Virginia
to speak to you who have reason to know the conditicns
which face our citizens and to speak to you frankly and in
a straight forward manner concerning the reasons which
| have brought these conditions about, and the steps that we

must take to effect their cure. We are not faced merely
- with a choice of a change of administration. We have now

to make a choice between a nation with hope for ecnnqmic

order and individual prosperity on the one hand, or a

country allowed to drift under the present temporizing

type of administrative leadership.

You have had placed before you the spectre of
fear by the Republican Candidate, and the Republican

speakers, You have been told that things might have been

————

worse, and will be worse if I am elected to office. But
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I say to you, "Yes, things might have been worse: indeed

# Wwe might all of us have been destroyed. But on the other
hand remember that things might have been better, should
have been better, and will begin to get better with a change

of administration on the Fourth of March.n
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To attempt to instill panic into the electorate
at a time when we must all have courage and a firm belief
that the Americn characteristic of finding answers to
problems will bring us back on the upward trail, is a
method of campaigning which does little credit to leaders
still at this time entrusted with the welfare of the

United States.

We may well ask the question: "Are you afraid
of a change?" Certainly in the light of three years of al-
most complete inaction by Republican leadership -- three
years in which little constructive action of any kind was
taken, - would almost be sufficient to have us give the
answer "No, we are not afraid of a change."

But further than that, I woild remind you of
two very interesting facts. First, things might have been
worse if it had not been for the establishment in the
Wilson administration of what we cell the Federal Reserve
System. Had there been no Federal Reserve System, the
collapse would indeed have been complete. And that system
was the product of a Democrat -- Jarter Glass -- and that
system became law only after the most bitter opposition
from the Republican leaders -- now Mr. Hoover's associates.

How wise were those Democrats who fought for
that measure] To them today should go most of the credit

when we say that things might have been worse.
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And, may I add, how much better off would our nation be

today if the original purposes and nrinciples of that
System had been followed by Republican Presidents.

And secondly, it has been said that the Recon-
structinn Finance Corporatiam, which, by the way, is as
much a Democratic measure as a Republican measure -=- for
it was passed in the spirit of bi-partisan co-operation in
the Congress of the United States -- is another thing which
has saved the financial structure of the country. But
again, this measure was not due to the creative genius of
Republigan leadership, for it was during the period of
the Democratic administration that there was established
the War Finance Corporstion, and it is essentially the
principles of that War Finance Corporation which have been
reestablished at this new period of crisis.

Thus we may fairly say that the two things which
have saved things from being worse -- the Federal Reserve
System and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation -- are
both the result of the constructive foresight of the
Democratic Party and its leaders,

And just for the sake of the record -- to get it

straight for future historians, let me make this clear:

I have not at its inception or at any time since, criticized

or objected to the establicshment of the Reconstruction

Finance Corporation any more than I have the Federal Leserve

System. The point is that it 1s neot that the Republican
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Administration established that agency =-- it is how it

used that agency. The Reconstruction Finance Corporation
has performed many excellent services in extending credit
to banks and other institutions, but it is the fact, which
T established last Spring, and which the record of the
subsequent months has disclosed that I was right in saying
that only 2 small portion of the actual credits advanced
by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation has trickled
down -- seeped through =-- to the individual, to the worker
and the farmer and the man without a job -- or, for that
matter, to the small business man himself.

As in the case of the Federal Keserve System,
the fundamental purposes and principles of the Reconstruc-
tion Finance Corporation have not been carried out by the

present administration in Washington,

I believe that we are ready for a change -- a
change which will put into practice the lessons which we
have had to learn through ouwr trials a2nd troubles. The
lesson of inter-dependence -- the simple fact that no part
of the country is safe while any part is in want, that the
worker is less likely to have a job whenever the farmer
cannot get a decent price for his crop, that the bank is
not safe whenever irresponsible financiers sell pyramided
or watered securities, These are a few of the lessons

that call for new leadership.
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As I have said before, this nation can not endure "half

boom and half broke," The Hoover administration forgot
these facts; encouraged speculators: strangled foreign
markets by indefensible tariffs, and accomplished
nothing for agricultural communities, depressed already
to the lowest point in modern history.

I have studied these problems. I have made a
trip through every section of the United States in order
to familiarize myself by a face to face and intimste
contact with the varying problems of each community and
section, |

I have proposed a series of plans deal ing with
this tremendous group of problems. I have suggested a
program for the rehabilitation of agriculture -- a program
for placing the great transportation system of railroads
on their feet and operating them so as to assure the
financial obligations of the greater number of these
carriers whose holders represent every group in the
community.

I have outlined my purpose to curb the financial
excesses and exploitations which in the last twelve years
have thrown to waste so much of the hard earned savings
of our citizens. I have advanced a definite program for
the fair control of public utility and power service.

I have advocated a lowering of tariffs by negotiation with

foreign countries. But 1 have not advocated, and I will




never advocate a tariff policy which will withdraw prd

protection from American workers against those countries
which employ cheap labor or who operate under a standard

of living which is lower than that of our own great labor-

ing grops. You have been told by my oppenent that the

| Democratic tariff policy will result in the further loss

| of American trade with foreign countries. But I call to
your attention that we now have a strangulation of that
very trade under the tariff system of unsystematic and un-
sclentific tariff walls set up by the log rolling that
created the Grundy tariff

The Democratic program is practical and I

| pledge to you that it will be carried out with speed =nd
dispatch.

Tonight in Pittsburgh I shall aatline annfher
cause which under Republican leadership has had a ma jor
effect upon our present condition and I shall once more
erplain a workable program to remedy that situation, I

shall continue in this campaign to bhe constructive and to

state my position on the great issues wiich face our

government. My first thought is that government exists
for individual men and wuomen, and that its first ob ective
ls to promote their happiness and well being. It must

carry out economic reforms, not solely for the sake of the
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railroads or for agriculture, or for banks or for industry,

but for the people who work and use those railroads, for
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the farmers, and their families, for the bank depositors,
for consumers and for workers, Unless they prosper the
nation falters, I seek a sound administration but I seek
a humane administration. To me government is not a
machine driven by technicians, but a human, sympathetic
and reponsive institution. I refuse to believe that the
people of the Nation can be made to fear false bogies,
The choice is deeper than that. It is indeed one between
restored order and dangerous drift, between constructive
planning and the forces of mismanagement,

If this nation wants to know what is wrong with
its national government, I will give them the answer in

one word: That word is "mismanagement!.

I am on the side of courage, with a united and
a liberal purpose, with a program worthy of the task
before us. I ask your suprort that America may have a

chance to go forward, Of the result I have no fear,




FOR RELEASE WHEN DELIVERED --- M. H. McIntyre,
Press Representative.

SPEECHE OF HONORAELE FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

October 24th, 1932

The great warmth of your welcome reinforces the
obvious fact that so far as carrying on a campaign to get
votes, my visit to this State has not been necessary.
However, the purpose of coming down here is not to get
votes, My visit to the South is to carry out the purposes
of my trips to the VWest, to the Coast and indeed throughout
the country, which is not so much to be heard as to hear,
and not so much to talk to you as to let you talk to me,.

It was only natural that in coming to the South I should
have as an additional objective a visit to Warm Springs
where I have spent so many hours and where I have had the
good fortune to make so many friendships that I shall always
cherish through life,

I want to know about the problems of all of this
country, east and west and north and south, and for that
reason, familiar though I am with conditions in this State,

I have come to my second home, my home in the Southland.

‘6 Folder= FDR Materials: Press Releases, 1932
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Because of the growing importance of the attitude
of members of the United States Congress, it is particular-
ly pleasing that tonight we have had at this gathering a
dozen Democratic members of the United States Senate coming
from various sections of the country, and so many of the
most efficient members of the House of Representatives.

I want to thank them for the generous interest
that has prompted their presence because I believe that
the Executive can never accomplish a program in behalf of
the American people without the cooperation, the whole=-
hearted and sympathetic cooperation of the members of the
Senate and the House, and it shall ever be my purpose to
confer with them and secure their cooperation, Let me
suggest to you that after the 4th of March next there will
be a new deal in the relationships between the White House
and Capitol Hill.

I have had the privilege many years ago of serving
in a legislative body. In addition, for four years in the
State of New York, faced by a Legislature controlled by
another party, I have had to meet this problem of the re-
lationship between the Executive and the Legislature. 1

am confident after the 4th of March next that the American

people will find a greater cooperation between these two
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‘Richard B. Russell,

great branches of government -- a better relationship in
which not only Democrats but Republicans as well will take
part.

I want also to take this opportunity to express
my sense of happiness that the State of Georgia, despite
the depression, has been making distinct progress. This
campaign is long on Jeremiahs, so much so in fact that we
are likely to overlook the fact that progress is being
made here and there in spite of tremendous obstacles.

This is brought to my mind very sharply by con-
sidering what you have done in the State of Georgia in the
direction of progress in a sound, common sense management

of public affairs under your fine and progressive Governor,

I should like to take this opportunity to say,

loud enough to be heard in Washington, that even in hard .

times it is possible to have a balanced budget, and
Governor Russell has done it, and I want to say further
that Governor Russell has done this by cutting éxpenditures

rather than by loading the people with more taxation. And

I want to say that loud enough to be heard in Washington

too,
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And I want to say also, loud enough to be heard in

that section of Washington in which the White House and
the Treasury are located, that Governor Russell did not
wait for a political campaign to start considering how to
get within his income,

In spite of the rigid economy practiced by
Governor Russell, he has made excellent progress in his
State Highway system. He has moved with a sure intelli-
gence in the direction toward the consolidation of the
Departments of State Government. And he has also found it
possible to promote a growing sense of responsibility of
the people of the State towards social welfare and health
work of all kinds,

I learn,=-and this I get not from Governor Russell
but from welfare workers of the State-that he has been able
by persuasive and cooperative action to get the local
governments of this State to progress in the direction of
more efficient, economical and humane administration.

This 1s a ﬁnint where I want to make special reference to
my own statements made many times in this campaign, that

1t is the duty of an Executive to e:xercise his inf luence,
even where he has no legal authority to bring about economy
in local government -- economy that sacrifices no essential

service to the people.
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It is the duty of a Chief Executive, whether of
State of national government, to utilize information in |
his possession 2nd his many instrumentalities for the pro-
mulgation of this information.

If the Governor of Georgia and the Governor of
New York can do this, the President of the United States
can do it, and I have made that as the first and basic
principle of 1lifting from the back of the farmer some of
his load of taxation.

I wish that the Government at Washing ton had
followed this policy, because while it has spent millions

to gather information, it has been so confused by the mass

of this Information that it has had no opportunity to

know what it all means, I believe that we ought to have
in Washington a little less rescarch and a little more
thinking; fewer figures and more ideas; fewer commissions
and more leadership, We ought to have less vacillation

and more action.
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Consistent with this idea of comprehensive

planning and action rather than everlasting digzing into
statisticel details, I wish to outline tonight the cardinal
points in my agricultural program. Every country or most
countries do have a national agricultural program. 1t
1s to this end that I have suggested that our Department
of Agriculture, while it has done many admirable things,
has not been directed during this administration by any
zeneral comprehsnsion of what a nationally planned
agricultural program really is. The time has come %0
eliminate political secretaries of agriculture and to
substitute for them a secretary whom the farmers and the
forresters will recognize as one of their own. We are
certainly paying enough for the Department of Agriculture
to get something more useful than we are now getting.
I have zlready proposed its reor .anization. I am going
to ingist that we get more service for the farmers for
less money.

The first principle of my agricultural program
I have already mentioned. It consists in lifting from the

back of the farmer some of the crushing burden of taxation
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that he is carrying,

The second also I have already mentioned. It
relates to the farmer's burden of debt. One of the
basic planks in my farm platform is that the situation
with regard to farm mortgages be improved to the advantage
of the farmer who is struggling to ward off foreclosure,
and ejectment from his home. I have made that clear in
detail, not only at Topeka, but last week in Springfield.
I have called attention to the necessity of constructive
action in this connection; and in Springfield I said that
the seven or more unco-ordinated activities of the
Government with reference to farm mortzages be brought
into a complete harmonious plan, consistent with the
general farm program that I have been discussing.

The situation that exists with reference to
the forsclosure of mortgages by the Land Banks, is one

that has not only aroused my sincere sympathy, but has

inspired within me a detarmination to fight for a practical

remedy. The President of the United States in his
Des Moines speech stated that the administration had

endeavored to provide by appropriating $125,000,000 to




N
™
o
=
)
@
)
©
Q
o)
x
0
7
o
S
o
%)
8
S
5D
 ®
=
0@
o
=
I
S
)
i)
o
s
L ©

purchase additional stock in the Federal Iand Banks of
the system, It is only fair to say that the Bill
appropriating funds to purchase additional stock in the
Federal Land Bank was introduced in the House of Repre-
sentatives by a Democratic Representative from the State
of Alabama, Mr, Stegall; and in the Senate the amount
was increased from One hundred million to One hundred
and twenty-five million by an amendment offered by
another Democrat from the State of Alabama, Senator Hugo
Black, However, the administration of the funds thus
appropriated was necessarily left entirely to the
appointees of this administration, and the farmers of
America have béen justly disappointed in the manner in

which it has been administered.

(Continued on Page 9)
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At Deslkoines, the President stated that not more
than one percent. of the mortgages held by the land banks
were being foreclosed. Percentages mov mislead one. The
farmers of the United States know that today thousands

of mortgages upon the farms of the United States are being

foreclosed. The President stated that most of those
mortgages now being foreclosed represented cases where the
farmers were willing to have such mortgages foreclosed.
I think I know the mind and the heart of the American
farmer, and it is inconceivable to me that the President
of the United States can believe that the farmers of the
United States are willing and anxious to have foreclosed
the mortgages upon their homes in which their fathers and
mothers lived, and died, and in which their children were
born.

IT the President is sincerely of the opinion that
these farmers are willing to be driven from their homes
we cannot hope for any crnthusiastic action upon his part
to stop the foreclosures. I xnow thet the last thing upon
earth that a farmer wants is to be foreclosed, to give up
his home, and it will be our aim to orovide z practical and

immediate remedy for the intollerable situztion now existing.
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Another principle of farm relief is to make it pos-
sible for the farmer to get a larger return for his pro-
duct. I believe that we owe it to the farmers of America
to have as Secretary of Agriculture an agricultural
leader instead of a political leader.

A basic purpose of my farm program is to raise
prices on certain agricultural products by some form of
what the farmers of this country know as a tariff bene-
fit. There is nothing mysterious about this and nothing
visionary. It is recognized by the leaders not only of
agriculture but of the industrial world as well that this
is a perfectly sound method; in fact, it is one of the
essential methods to lead agriculture out of the present
depression, and thus to lead to restoration of industry
as well.

I want to make one point very clear, both in the
case of readjustment of the tariff so that the farmer will
really get a benefit, and in the temporary measures that
I propose to be used before that becomes operative, the
increase in price does not, as in the case of Mr. Hoover's

Farm Board, come out of the public treasury.
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The american people know that as a result of this
experiment of Mr. Hoover $500,000,000. of the money of
the taxpayers was squandered; large surpluses of wheat,
co tton, tobacco, were accummulated which hung over the
markets like a sword, depressing the price of these
basic agricultural products.

Though this was apparent to all thoughtful men and
though Bills were pending to correct the situation and
prevent these ruinous so-called stabilization operations,
absolutely nothing was done by the President or the party
in power in a legislative way to prevent it.

The Democratic Party in its platform declares:
"We condemn the extravagance of the Farm
Board, its disastrous action which made

the Government a speculator of farm pro-
ducts and the unsound policy of restrics-
ing agricultural products to the demands

of domestic markets."

This has had this splendid effect of causing an
awakening in the White House and forced the President, for
political expediency, in the closing days of a campaign,
to confess this abject failure of his experiments, and toO

promise that after the election he will see what can be

done to put an end to these false stabilization operations
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of which the nation complains and by which the farmers

have been destroyed.

The great manufacturing and business centers of
our country have commenced to realize that their own
prosperity depends upon the prosperity of the agricultural
centers of the country, and the purchasing power of its
people. It is now well known, in fact even by the Re-
publican leaders, although they refrain from discussing
the subject, that the depression in the manufacturing
industry of the country is due chiefly to the fact that
agricultural products generally have been selling below
the cost of production, and thereby destroyed the pur-
chasing power in the domestic market of nearly half of all
of our people. We are going to restore the purchasing

power of the farmer.
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For over a ar I have discussed with Governor
Russell the broad subject of land use, especially as it
applies to the older states east of the lississippi.
The problem of these older states is in most cases
identical because in the rush many generations ago to

settle the land millions of acrecs were cleared for
agricultural purposes wherc they should have been left to
produce forest crops.

You and I know that in vary many sections of
Georgia, as in very many sections of New York andl other
States, this type of land has proved unproductive, and
has either been abandoned as farms or is today being
cultivated at a loss.

That is why I am a believer just as much in
country planning as I am in city planning. It is time
for every one of the older states to survey their entire
acreage for the purpose of detcrmining the best future use
of the land. In modt of the states east of the Mississippl
it will undoubtddlv, be determined that somewhere between
ten aml twenty percent of existing farm acreage now used
for agricultural crops should be abandoned as such and

converted into use for tree crops.

Ui
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Everyone knows thatwe are using up our American
timber supply much faster than the annual growth of new
timber, Therefore, unless we are willing to face a
day not so far distant when we shall become a nation
dependent on importing the greater part of our lumber
from other nations we must take immediate steps greatly
to increase our home supp>ly.

It is common sense, and not fantasy to invest
money in tree crops just as much as to grow annual
agricultural crops. The return on the investment 1is
Just as certain in the case of growing trees as 1t 1is

in the case of growing potatoes, or cotton, or wheat, or
corn —- and judging by present day fluctuations in the
prices of agricultural crops the tree crop is often a
safer investment.

Because we are a young nation —-- because
apparently limitless forests have stood at our door,
we have declined up to now to think of t he future. Other
nations whose primeval forests were cut off a thousand
years ago have been growing tree crops for many hundreds

of years,

B |
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I am convinced that herein lies a fertile field,
not only for the legitimate investment of capital, but
also for the employment of labor.

There are, of course, a few childish minds who
think of reforestration or the growing of tree crops
as a process of setting out little seedling trees
which have been grown in nurseries. Anybody who has
advanced beyond the kindergarten staze knows better.
Almost all practical commercial reforestration is
in its origin an act of nature and not of man. The
winds of heaven carry the seeds from trees that have
already come to maturity, scatter them over the ground,
and the warm earth and the rain and the sun do the
rest. The use of the labor of man enters into the
picture when it becomes necessary to eliminate the
less valuable types of trees among the young growth,
to cull out the crooked trees -- the decayed trees orT
the undergrowing trees and to prevent ravages of fire
in the growing forests. These are things which any
beginner in agriculture or in forestry should know,
and, I may add, are things which my Secretary of Agri-

culture will know.,.
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Let us remember that the Federal Government owns
hundreds of thousands of acres of so-called national
forest along the chain of the Appalachian System. We
all know that a large part of this national forest
consists of second growth, third growth or fourth
growth, cut-over land, which is now growing up, like
Topsy, into a hetrogeneous conglomeration of all
kinds of trees, -- some good, some bad and some in-
different. We also know, as a practical matter, that
unless something is done with this land the timber
on it will have comparatively little value when it
comes to maturity. It needs the aid of man to clear
out the dead wood and emcourage only the growth that
will best serve the national need in the days to come.
Is there any good reason, financial, common-sense, or
otherwise, why the Federal Government should not under-
take the proper care of its owvn property? Here again
is another field for the employment of great numbers

of our citizens.




This afternoon an Agriculture-Forrestry Committee
conferred with me on the vital necessity of a national
agricultural policy. Here are two short paragraphs from

their report, which are worth hearing in every home in the
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land:

"The basic economic interests, agriculture
which includes forrestry, is prostrated, carrying with
it the superstructure of finance and industry; but far
more than these is the destruction of human values —
those human values which in reality are the spirit of
America -- the reason for the vision of its founders.

"Results are the expression of causes. When

there 1s starvation of spirit and body in a land of
abundant natural resources, a land of plenty, no
further evidence is needed of failure of the powers

entrusted with control of government,"

That last sntence well expresses the deep

understanding which the great majority of voters of this
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nation have cf the principal issue of this national
campaign.

During these weeks I have made it abundantly
clear that I propose é © mnational agricultural policy
which will direct itself not only to the better use of
our hundreds of millions of acres of every type of land
in the United States, but also to the rehabilitation of
that half of our population which is living on or
directly concerned with the products of the soil,

Our object must be the rebuilding of the
rural civilization of America. Our object must be
all-inclusive -- a constructive program attacking the

enemy on every front.

(Continued on paze 19)
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Opposed to this constructive program is the ad-

ministration's doctrine of despair. The President,

in his speech of acceptance, preached this doctrine

of despair to the suffering farmers of the country.

He sald in substance that the farmer mus t wait.the
long weary process of industrial reconstruction before
aid can come to him. He attempted to close the door of
hope with that doctrine of despair, In fact, since
the very beginning of this depression he has opposed
substantially every proposal of the farm leaders of
this country for legislative relief, and sometimes
with the greatest and most unbecoming bitterness.

after concealing from the people of the country

the constantly sinking condition of industry and
growing unemployment, he opposed the Democrrtic
measures introduced in Congress to meet destitution
and give employment to labor. He still contended as
he does now, that there ie no hope for the farmer or

the laborer until prosperity returns through the slow

process of world reconstruction.

|




Whenever a remedy is proposed to increase the price

of farm products or reduce unémployment in our country
’

he satisfied himself Dy engaging in ridicule and preach-

\ ing the doctrine of despair. I do not believe in the

doctrine of despair.

N |
as
” Now, my friends, let me make clear in/ emphatic

words as I can find, the fundamental issue in this
campaign. Mr. Hoover believes that farmers and workers
must wait for general recovery, until some miracle
occurs by which the factory wheels revolve again. No
one knows the formula of this miracle. I, on the other
hand, am saying over and over that I believe that we
can restore prosperity here in this country by re-
establishing the purchasing power of half of the people
of the country, that when this gigantic market of 50
million people is able to purchase goods, industry will
start to turn, and the millions of men and women now

walking the streets will be employed.

I am, moreover, enough of an American to believe
that such a restoration of prosperity in this country

will do more to effectuate world recovery than all of

ction: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Grace Tully Papers
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A
thelprmmntianal schemes of lending money to backward
and crippled countries could do in generations. In
this respect, I am for America first.

This doctrine I set forth when my campaign
really began back in April. I said in a speech then
that we had forgotten this potential market of the
agricultural population, and that the true interest of
this country was to return to this forgotten market.
We have, as in the old story of the Holy Grail, looked
beyond the seas for the riches that were lying un-
noticed at our very feet.

When we come to recognize this simple fact, when
we get back to plain common sense, when we stop
worshipping false gods and chasing rainbows, happiness
and prosperity will come to American workers and
farmers and business men -- to the American people.

When we stop listening to the apology that'"things
might have been worse" and give our whole-hearted sup-
port to those who preach the gospel that through action
they are going to make things better, then and then

only will America resume her march to a better day.
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