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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATlql:-l 

o F 

THE C R U 1 S E 0 F 

PRE SID E N T F RAN K LIN D. ROO S 1 VEL T 

DRY TOHTUGAS 

FLORIDA 

2 9 Nove ill b e r, 1 9 3 7. 

6 Vee e ill b e r, 1 9 3 7. 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATJq~ 

1'01'1 ]4fmon. 
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ORIGINAL RETI 
•. RED FOR PRESERVATIqI:-l 

0- U. S. S. POTOMAC -0 

Lieutenant A. D. Clark, U. S. Navy 
Commanding 

The President 
Honorable R. L. Ickes, Secretary of Interior 
Honorable Robt. H. Jackson, Ass't Attorney General 
Honorable Harry Hopkins, iv. P. A. Administrator 
Honorable James Roosevelt, Secretary to the President 
Captain Walter B. Woodson, U.S.N., Naval Aide 
Colonel Edwin Watson, F. A., Military Aide 
Captain R. T. McIntire, (MC), U .1.:i.N., Whi te Rouse Physician 
Chief Pharmacist George A. Fox, U.S.N. 
Mr. Thomas Qualters, U.S. Secret Service 
Mr. R. Clark, U. S. Secret Service 
Chief Yeoman C. K. Claunch, U.S.N. 

0- U. S. 3. SELFRIDGE -0 

(Escort Vessel) 
Commander H. D. Clarke, U. S. N., CommEmding. 

Lieutenant E. B. Berthold, U.8.N., Communications Officer 
Mr. Paul Hart, U. S. Secret Service 
Mr. J. M. Reilly, U. S. Secret Service 
Mr. Charles Fredericks, U. S. Secret Service 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATtq~ 

Saturday 

27 November 

The President left thE; White House at 10:.20 p.m •. and 

motored to the Union Station where his special train vms waiting. 

There was a light drizzle as the l:'resident anG his purty boarded 

the train at 10:50 p.m. In the Presidential Party were;-

The President Hon. Harold 1. lckes (Sec'y Interior) 

Hon. Harry Hopkins Hon. Robert H. Jackson (Ass't Atty 
General) 

Senator Claude Pepper iVIl'.' and Mrs. James Roosevelt 

Hon. Marvin McIntyre Mr. John Biggers (Unemployment Census) 

Captai,n \N.B. Woodson Colonel E. !Vi. ~vatson 

Captain Hoss T. McIntire 

Miss M. A. Le Hand Chief Pharmacist G. A. Fox 

A few mE-mbel's of the Vihite house staff, the Secret Service, 

newspaper correfrpondents and photQ6ru.phers accompunied the party. 

Thl~ train 18ft the Union Stu tion at Vw.shington for flliami, 

!i'lorida at 11:55 p. m. 
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Sun d ~ 

2 8 Nov e m b (; r 

The day opened DVE;l'Cast I'd th a li.:;ht drizzling rain which 

continu(;d throughout th", day. Passin~ through North CU1'oJ_im., 

heading south, plu.nnin,; to arrive in rJi:bmi, Florida i~t 8:45 u .• rna 

to-morrow, iVlonday. 

All hands slept late. 

The Pre3idont, ,'lS;;j.st,oJ by thu N,~tvy '::,n(l iitto:;:'ncy G8ner",1's 

office, SeC1'8tury IckEs u.n<.l some lllumb(;;l'S of hi;:! staff cltte:mptf.Jd 

to collect 3.. b8t Ol1 the Arlny-N,.LVY footbai.J. 6i.i.11l8 from Colonel 

Wa tBun. CuiollE;l Vii,:.;. tson, aecordin<~ to the brief, hi:1.t.J. bo t on the 

Na'lY, thE:; }';:'esident Gn tht3 Acmy. How0vor, Colonol vh.:. tson held his 

ground - ancl hi s twe; quid. 

At 5: 00 p.m.. the clpeciaJ train a.rrivud ut JCLcksonville, 

Florida vihore it was tdken ovur by cr8~'jS from the Floriaa East 

Coast Rcdlroad for the t:cip uovm thG Flori-.'w. Cvtcst. GovE-;rnor CCJile 

of Florida c,rrived on board iJ.l1U acc(;lllpuni0Cl the pi-Lr IjY tc i'lb.mi. 

At miunight thb special tru.in neared hiim Beuch, ji'lul'iJ2c 

vfhere sho Vias scheuuled to arrivE; lit l~OO a.m. to lay OVE:r for about 

five hours. 
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RETIRED FOR PRESEAVATIq~ 

Monday 

29 November 

At 1:00 a. m. the l'rosident's special truin arriVQCl at ii~est 

Palm Beach, Florida wher8 it remained until 6:10 a. m., in ordor 

no t to urr1 ve at iViillmi, J:i'lorida privr to 8 ~ 45 a. m. 

At 6:10 a. m. the train got undorway una hG.:J.d6d southward 

into clearing skies and increasing temperaturG. The party 

discarded vests and some had Ci,lready shifted into t·n.pical clothing# 

The Presi0.ont's train arriveCi. at the Miami -railroad station 

at precisely 8:45 a. m. At 9:00 a. m. the .i:'resident and his party 

disembarked from the train after several 10ca1 officials had called 

on the President in his private car, t1l'h8 Pionoer lt • Governur Cone, 

Mayor Robert Hilliams (of Ivliami) and Mr. James goosevelt rode yolith 

the President to Pior 11'3 at the Municipal villarf where the U. 0~ u. 

f'Ol'OlvJAC was moored. During the uri ve from the railroad s ta tion to 

the dock the streets were lin6d with peopi.e cheerinJ the President's 

car as it passed. Upon arrivul at. tho dock news photoeiraphers took 

pictures for fifteen minutes [(nd, at ;j: 4£) <l.ll;., the; rresidEmt said 

good-byo to tho officials present and the mombers uf his party whG 

were nut accompanying him in the H'yl'OLVi..."l.C. .dS thE:: l:'OTOlVlAC left the 

J.ock the sun broke out strongly for the fin~t time in many clays Hnd by 

noon tho sky was clear and the vleather fair. Tho s<::;c:t was smuoth. 
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ORIGINAL Rt;TIRED FOR PRESEAVATtqt:l 
• Monday 

2 9 N a v e m b e r 
-(Continued) 

After leaving the Miami causeway, the :POTOMAC set a course 

'for Dry Tortugas, seventy miles to the westward of Key West, Fla. 

:lifter luncheon the entire party brou6ht out lines and began 

r£~o1r]f$g from the quart;er-deck of the POTOivL.:,.C. Before his line 

:1~t;l,$OVer very long, the President hooked an eight-pound mackeral. 

J1i~k:ligged for a time but beforE; long Colonel Watson got a nibble 

i~~~b;wed by a bite. All hands reeled-in to give the ColonE:( full 

his strike. After fifteen minutes of reeling unci hauling 

for a d1harnesst!, donned it and wont to work 

Ilpower-plantll t"ihich seemed to be at the other end 

For twenty minutes tho gallery cheered while Colonel 

Soon the water broke and the lImonster" was 

'alongside and gaffed - a twelve-pound psychic grouper. 

President hooked another mackeral 

five-·pounds. 

luckless period., during \7hich no strikes were made, 

prayers of the othor members of the party to 

and Colonel Wutson, the fishermen called it 

;President won two parts of the day's pool - first, 

the first fish and seContl, as catcher of thE; most 

Watson Vion the third part as catcher of the largest 

rested ~nd sunned until dinner. The salt air, an 

trolld:ng and the sun cultivated. healthy appetites. 

;.:~I;!!u.~.ner the Presid.ent madc:: inquiry as to the honors which 

at Fort Jefferson upon urrival there tomorrow 
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ORIGINAL Rt;TIREO FOR PRESERVATlq~ 

Monday 

~ 9 Nov e m b e I' 

( Continued) 

!!lO;~Ji,:u.g,. Colonel \iva tson took the 8i tua tiun in hand but tliplr..-

tw:ned it over to Secretary 1 ckes when a dispatch was 

.;:r;;Flq$?~i(eri stating that Fort j-ef'ferson vms under the jurisdiction of 
> ,~,- ", " 

;i,~~;JJ;~ 

~lD~f>~r,'i;,I).1ent of Interior, that no Army personnel were st& tioned 

that Mr. Willard MorriS of the National Park Service, 

at Key West Cind would arrive at Fort 

ei3:rly tomerrOVl (Tuesday) morning. Secretary Ickes 

the Army shoulu interfere with the domains under 

v'la tson relinquished. his hulLi on Fort Jefferson 

the exception of tho President played cards. The ,. /' .. '-, .... ' 

the evening going thruugh a volume of reading 

domanded his attention. At 2130 someone yawneu and 

in. 

.Y 'J.li· 
a splendid day. iis the Presiuent boarded the POTO]VlAC 

p}ln broke through clouds that had. been heavy for 
j ~;.d.:;J Vlj ()ft. 

clear. The sea was calm and 

1~ fine day for cruising. As 

were eighty-five miles out of l'vliami, enrcute 

on Garden Key, Dry 'I'ortugas, where we plan to 

tomorrow. 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PAESEAVATlqt;l 

T u 0 S d. a y 

3 0 Nov e ill bel' 

The FOTOiVlllC rounded Key Viest, Florida shortly after 

;' 10, 

midnii5hti and changed. course tu the westwarQ, cnroutie Dry 
.' . 

.I.:: .. 

Tortug"as, Florida, Gscol'ted by the U. 0. 0. 0J.:,.uli'iUDG1. 

At U833 the PO'fONuI.C u.t.civoJ.Jff Garuen Key, Dry Tortugas 
::,'i"!.:; 

ana fGund a comi'ol'tablG anchrJruJl- in th~ r ... jJGn sea about two 

miles tv the northvJ8st of Fort JGffersul1. ~it 0800 .i..<ieutenant 

.il.. D. Clark, Curruu[mJ.inG OEfic8r uf thu U.;).;:). IJO'I'OI~L~C, pro c68ded 

into the clock at Fort Jt3ffl.::rs0n to insp(;)ct. th0 docking fac-

ilities there. They were i\.unu tc.. be Livorub18 and, at 

1005, the .t'OTOivLH.C lei't hel' anchuragE:; auG. proceedeG. intu the 

dock where she jiloured at 1032. The U.d.b.8J&.,FIUDG1, escort 

vessel, anchored outside;: thE:; harbur to the southeastward, dif3tant 

about two miles. 

The President spent the mOl'ning going 0ver official 

110cmilEmts and resting. After the :t'OT01\'Li.C ti8U-UP, ull of, ,the, 

purty, with the exception of the Pro:;.!sicLEmt, Mr. James Roosevel.t 

iina Gilptain \Vo'.)dson, made u tGur d' im;pectiun thruugh Fort 

J effersun, escorted. by illr. VlillilrLl Morris, supervisur in the 

Na tional Park Service, who h3.ci o.1'ri vud fr;"'I;1 l\ey iWi3 t by eu tt6r 

earlier in the me-rning. All hands wore improsseci 
).j 

The Fort is Ci very iillprossive heX1l6Unal-shcLped sc,ructun.;, 

fully h'lS tioneo.. The Grc~i t wu,1113 ,;rhich r5Urr0unc.. it are freIn threE: 

to six feet thick, ::inQ 425 feet lung, rL3int; frum 0. lilUU.t v,hieh 

surr' .. mnd the structure. Th". moat is si::dy--fect Ucr,jSS and the tules 

passeti Ciol'm rela to that it li/US teeminG wi tb shD.rks durin,s the 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESEAVATIq~ 

period the Fort was occupied. During the time the structure 
served as a Fort the great width of the mGLi t'J the sheer ris8 of 
its walls und the hungry sharks which infe;sted the waters, 
preventod attack by lanu.ing forces. During the period the 
Fort served us a,prisun, the prisoners faced the same obstacles 
in attempts to escape. 

The work on the erection of the F(!r't begun in 1846 and 
continuE:d for fift8en years. The architectural b68,uty and 
strength of desiiSn ,'mulct SE::rve U,S Gxce.l..l.cn t studies for the 
modern school. The ruggedness uf tho brick, made of D. mixture 
of clay and sti.mes, amI thE: excellent wurkmanship, together 
wi th tho durQbUi ty of the cernen t, vihich was mixed wi th ground 
coral rather thQn sand, is somc,-!:.hin5 tu marvel Qt. For over 
ninety years it has wi thst00d the bea tin!.:; d~ the sea and the 
wild ass:lults u1' tropic(ll hurricunes (:/hich Glsewhere have spreaci 
destruction in their \'fake::. Thi,s is tho mure remarkable Wh6Il 
one cOl1sidE.'rs that Fort J Gffersc,n is ;)n an isolated cay seventy 
miles at sea to the \iiGstward of Key West, Florida, entirely 
at the mercy of tho elements. 

The antiquated fuse igni tea carillon still lay n6ar their 
ol~ginal foundations. Just below each fuundation is a h8avily 
barricaded powder room reach€:d by desc~nding an enclosed spiral 
granite stairway. On tho second deck of the furt there are 
evidences of where soveral hundred lesser ::suns had previ\.)usly 
re s ted - today, the p0 8i tionG where the 1:,'1.1ns were 10 ca ted 
appeu.r like broken wincJ.ovw. 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIq~ 

T u e s day 

5 0 N a v e m b e l' 

(Continued) 

The only fresh v'l'ater on the Key is that obtained from 

the cisterns - the rain···water which falls on the roof of the 

Fort drains through chimm'ly--like orifices into the cisterns, 

the months of plenty givin6 forth a supply during the dry 

period. 

1 t is evide':lt that the first deck of th8 Fort served at 

one t,ime as li vine!; quarters for soldiers, and .La tel' as cells 

for prisoners - Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, of iviuryland} the physiciun 

who tro,'ited the bro.ken .Leg of John Hilkc!s Booth, CL8sassinator 

of Abraham Lincoln, waG incarcur,·ttcd in ono of these cells. 

LikeWiS(~, it i.3 apparent that th8 second <leck was used. 

for gun lluarters and powder rooms durin6 thE'; earlier days of the 

Fort and later as guard-mount areas over tho prisoners within the 

walls. Tho abs[;nce of barred windows inc'ticatbs the futility 

of utt8mpt to escape:. Vdthin th<:; Fort ~round;3 there is an 

enormous courtyard of' suverul acres. Neur tht:; north and Gast 

walls are antiquated powder magazines reached py passing through 

a maze. Growing wi thin the ITlLigilzin6 I"w .. ils (Lr8 guava trees, many 

of which cCJ.n be found throughout the courtyurd. Near the lone 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATJqt;.l 

T u e s day 

3 0 Nov e m b e r 
-( Continued) 

entrance to the Fort where once a huge drawbridge spanned 

the moa.t, stands a lone cork tree. 

The officers! quarters, of later construction and 

not nearly so substantial, have collapsed. In inspecting 

the ruins, the most interesting feature is the enormity of 

the fire-places (which are in every room) as compared with 

the size of the room. 

Durin6 the afternoon all hands, with the exception of 

the President and Mr. Ickes went fishing - luck was sood 

and some sizeable barracuda, skipjacks and mackeral were 

brought back in tho f:3mall boats. The President and Mr. Ickes 

rested during the afternoon until the fishing party returned 

at 1830. 

After dinner all hands engaged in playing cards. In 

Colonial days these islands were the lairs of buccaneers and 

pirates. 

Late in the evening the President received a coded message 

from the Secretary of State to which he replied immediately, 

in code. 

Instructions were sent to the Navy air mail detachment 

at Miami to make a mail trip to the POTOMAC tomorrow. 

Throughout the day the weather remained clear and fair, 

with a moderate northerly wind. By 2230 all mnds hud turned-in. 
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Wed n e s d a ~ 

1 D e c e m bel' 

The i'O'I'CiVlAC reJU8.ineu alongside the dock at Fort 

Jefferson, Gardon Key, Dry Tortugas throu5h the night ana 

forenoon. 

The Navy mail. ,i?].b"ne from IvliLiIIJi was expect.ed about 

noon Lt.nd tl.l1 hands spent the forenoon e.;ettiniS off 1.::;tterf5 

to go back in tho plane. The PrGi3ident v70rked on officii:ll 

mat.ters to '00 .retu:cnedt,o WaShington by the mail planu.lt 

lila:3 a Ciuiet Horning .vith evuryone pluying 801i tuirE: with 

The 1209 the Navy Hk,J.i.l pJ.anu 3.1':('ivca from j'iliu..mi and 

tied-up to a buoy ..;lo~ic-by the },Ci'rOfJirl.(~. Lieutenant.r..\.. J:" 

Buekley, pilot of the 1'By twin-motored bomber came on board 

wit.ll Insp0ctoI' Herbert Theurer of the l'ostoffiec Dcpartmtmt. 

The President and SeCI'8tar'y J:.i.fll()S Hoof18vc.Lt went through the 

mail immoG.iu.tE:i.y anu cl(:;u.rud 8V'erything I'8(iUiring action. 

At 1410 the pl.:m6 depcl.rtod for l'viib.r:li u.na Etrri V(;U th8rc .:l t 1615. 

The J:ireSidGnt <.;i. no. party h3.d :~unch6cn illilil8di~ te.Ly after 

the ITl<..Lil was cloared. 

After l.uncheon, at 1425, all hu.nds left the l'O'l'ONiAC in 

small bOilts for 0. fishing spree tl .. round th(~ nearby cays ".mci. 

reef s • As ~)()on as the par ty had lef t the ship, the l:'O'IQivlAC 

Jt. tunderway and went alongside the JE;,uinUDGE for fresh VJa tel'. 

By 1630 the l:'OTotlJ..;l.C hacl r(::)turned to tho d.ock at Fort J offerso;:; 

The fishing Gxpod.ition stayed out for four hours una f()uuo. 

several fertile fL;hing spots - thirty-f:i. Vf:;; bt:irracuua were 
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Wed n e s day 

1 Dec e w b e r 
(Continued.) 

tCiken, together with some skipjacks and one or two of unknown 

species. Mr. Jackson took the prize for the lari5est cCitch of 

the day with a barracuda. tipping the scales at 18-1/2 pounds. 

The President tuok five of the barracuda caught, ranging in 

weight from eight to fourteen pounds. 

While fishing the President discovereci that BirLi Key, 

vrhich is shown on the chart as beine; above water, wus one and 

one-half to tViO feet under water. ThG shiftinJ sands (jf those 

small islands constantly change their contour ana their height 

abo~o water, ,Jashing s(;me away entireiy, enlur,:;in;; others and 

creating new reefs and neVi hazards to navi5'i.ition. A report on 

the disappearance of Bird Key was rJude to the Nuvy Departwent 

HydroiSrapher. 

The fishing party returned to tho .POTOiVi.dC at 1810. 1 twas 

a good afternoon in the boats for all hanGs - somowhat tired, 

thoroughly tanned and with sufficient sport fish to show for 

their labors. 

All hands rested until uinner. 

li'ol.Lov'iing uinner thl;) p;:trty ~ y-,-i th tho 8xceptiun of the 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PAESEAVATrqt;.l 

Wed n e s d 8..1 

1 Dec e Q b e r 

( Continued) 

President, played cards. The shades of the buccaneers and 

pirates of former days Jlkibitzed" • The President worked on 

a mass of official correspondence until 2100 when he joined 

the game. All hands turned in shortly after the game broke 

up at .2150 - the buccaneers and pirates left - wearin.,,; halos. 

At about the time the card ga;n8 brl-ke up the President 

P8ce:i,.veq. two radio messuges - one from the Secretary of state 

and one from the Secretary of the Treasury. The messages 

were in code and the Pre sident replied to theln ilUJIled:j.a tely, by 

radio, in code. 

The fair W8J.;t. thar continueq; the skies \vere clear, a rather 

.fresh northerly wina. made the air (!omfortabl,y cool and all hands 

took advantage of the warm Sl--1n which played on the cays through­

out the day. The red sunset of the eveniIlg presaged a good da;)' 

11gai11 tomorrow. During the siesta perioq some members of the 

party made indopendent excursiol1s through Fort Jefferson and 

aro.und the moat, along the beach. 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIqt;l 

Thursday 

2 Dec e m bel' 

The POTOiVl;~C renained llloored tu thl;:) aock at Fort Jefferson, 

on Garden Key. The escort vessel, SELFRIDGE" road at anchor 

just outsicie tho harbor, within signalling uistance. The 

skies wera clear but d. fresh northeasterly wind made thu air 

cCJnsiderably cooler than yesterday. 

During tho lllorniniS Sijme of' the pclrty went i'ishing but luck 

lagged anci the I'lutGr (;utside the havon was ra.ther choppy. After 

luncheon all of' the party went out in the b0ats again, except 

Captain Woodson. The party remained out i'or almCJst three hours 

and returned with seventeen fi3h. Secretary Ickes got the largest 

catch of the day l/lith a nineteen pound barracuda. The President 

turnoa-in two skipjacks, one ladyfish and an oadity of unknown 

variety. Dr. Mc Intire was second best with a fourteen-pounder. 

Colonel Watson was a runner-up. 

Though a warm sun beat d()wn, the fresh northeaster which 

continued throughout the ;jay Jllao.e it a c0vl C;l.fternoon in the 

fishing boats. After returnin5 to the ship the fishermen rested 

until liinner. 

After dinner orders VJ81'e uisp ... i tcheu by rad.io tu the Navy 

air mail detachment at Nlimili t,;:; IiltJ(8 a r;klil trip on tho morrow. 

This mail trip vms advanced one Ga.y due tv the fuct tho. t some 

official documents. from the St!.:>.te Department required immediate 
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action by the President. 

T h u r S day 

2 Dec e m b e r 
( Continued) 

About 1930 tho entire party met at the tables and went 

into executive session. The buccaneers and pirates arrived 

promptly. The session adjournE:d eurly in order that the members 

of the party might get off r.lail for the return trip of the plane 

tumorrow. 
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5 Dec e m b e r 

The POTO~hlC remained moored to the dock at Fort Jefferson 

throughout the for6noon. The escort destroyer, SELFRIDGE, rode 

at anchor just outside the harbor. During the morning, the 

President worked on official matters to be returned to Washington 

via the mail plane expected at noon. The rest of the party were 

engrossed in their ovm correspondence and it was a quiet morning. 

The Navy mail plane left Miami for Dry Tortugas at 0945 and 

at 1100 landed close-by and secured to a buoy. The President and 

Secretary James Roosevelt cleared the incoming mail immediately 

upon its arrival. While the President and Secretary Roosevelt 

were clearing the mail, the plane crew inspected Fort Jefferson. 

At 1205 the mail was cleared and the plane took-off for the 

return flight to Miami. 

At luncheon the President had as his guests, in addition 

to his party, Co~nander H. D. Clarke, CommD.ndin~ Officer of the 

escort vessel, SELFHIDGE, and Lieutenant Commander G. C. Miller, 

Executive Officer of the SELFRIDGE. 

After luncheon the President sent word to the \vhi te Bouse 

temporary offices at Miami that the POTOMAC would leave Dry Tor­

tugas at 1500 tomorrovv, Saturday, and would arrive at Miami about 

1350 on Sunday, and that the party would proceed direct to Wash­

ington, omitting the contemplated stops at vVarm Springs and 

Gainesville, Georgia. 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PReSERVAnqt.t 

F rid a ;z 

Q Dee e ill b e r 
( Continued) 

At 14.20 the President, Colonel Watson, Secretary Roosevelt, 

Dr. Me Intire and Mr. Hopkins went out in the fishing boats. The 

President took with him Colonel Watson and Mr. Hopkins in order 

that he might act as Referee in Chicanery between these two 

enthusiastic competitors. The President caught several grouper 

and a few small fry while his companions, Colonel Watson and 

Mr. Hopkins, assisted each other with an empty bag. Dr. McIntire 

and Mr. Roosevelt got two barracuda and a skipjack. After the 

boats came back at 1620, Coloml l;1atson prevailed upon Captain 

Woodson to go out again. Colonel Watson caught one grouper; 

Captain Woodson got nothing but there lurked a suspicion that 

tho grouper Colonel Watson caught closely resombled one of those 

which the President caught earlier in the day. 

At 1430, after the fishing party took to the boats, the 

POTOlVliiC again went alongside the SELFRIDGE for fresh water. 

During the stay alongside the SELFRIDGE, Secretary Ickes and Mr. 

Jackson took the opportunity to inspect the destroyer. Commander 

Clarke escorted them throughout the ship and they were greatly 

interested. The POTOMAC tied-up to the dock at Fort Jefferson 

again at 1605. 

All hands rested until dinner. The weather continued fair 

but rather cool with a good northeasterly wind which made boating 

conditions outside the harbor somewhat uncomfortable. 
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F rid a y 

3 Dec e m b e r 
(Continued) 

After dinner the usual drawing-up of chairs took place 

and the Executive Session went into the semi-final round. All 

hands answered tho roll call. Colonel via tson made a couple of 

motions but the legal talent present drew--him-out. A Joint 

Resolution to send the Colonel to tho postgraduate school at 

Shooting River fa:c a llrefrosher course" in ola Army game tactics, 

includin5 tho social variations of "Recei vine;, Seeing and Calling'!, 

was adopted. The meeting acljourned ut 2300 and all hands turned-

in. 
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FOA PRESEAVATtqt;.l 

Saturday 

4 December 

The l-'OTOivl.ii.C tied-up to thE:: dock at Fort Jefferson, Garden 

Key, Dry Tortugas. 

At 1040 the President accompanied by several members of 

his Party left the POTOiVlAC to inspect the ruins of Fort Jefferson. 

Mr. \:1i11aro iVlorris of the Na tionul Park Service escortod the party 

through the reservation and though he has been there but a few 

months was extremely enthusiastic and did everything possible to 

make the visit a pleasant ono. The President evinced great interest 

in the structure and. enjoyed the visit immensely. On departing from 

the Fort, Mr. Morris presented the President with a bE)autiful Queen 

conch shell which the President recciv6u with thanks and clirected 

that it be sent to the White House. The President and all of his 

party signed the ·lIguest bookll in the F01't office. 1 t Vias ufter noon 

when the President and his party arrived back on board the l'OTOivh~C. 

At 1250 the:') POTOivL1.C prepared tu get underwuy and at 1505 

left the dock at Fort Jefferson for lViiariii. ~Je headed Southeast 

and this brought tho PO'IOiv!lIC into the tr()u~h of the sea, C<:LUSing 

hoI' to roll and jump arouncl quite lively - to tho slight distress 

of some of the more terra-fieJ IaombeI's of the party. After the 

course was changed to the Eastward late in the day the motion of 

the ship baeame easier and their was some stirring about deck which 

was absent during the early afternoon. 

A radio was sent to Secretary Me Intyre at Miami that the 

PO'!OlVlAC would dock at Miami at 1350, in order that a Press Con-
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4 

Saturday 

Dec e m b e r 
( Continued) 

forence might be held before boarding the train for Washington. 

The President issued instructions that the .f>OTOMAC should proceed 

toward iVliami during the night at a speed which vvould permi t her 

to arrive at a point about twenty miles to the Southward of the 

channel entrance at 0900, the intention being to do some trolling 

during the forenoon if weather conditions were favorable. 

Rounded off Key West at 1750 and proceeded on a northerly 

course toward Miami at nine knots. 

After dinner the entire party played cards until 2.215. This 

was the final round and the pirates and buccaneers gazed with 

admiration at the Prosident, Mra Hopkins and Captain Woodson. 

The la·te evening was spent in preparation for disembarking 

on the morrow. 
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Sunday 

5 Dec e m b e r 

Em·oute. in the POTOIVlAC from Dry' Tortugas to Miami, Fla. 

At 0100 the POTOMAC slowed to six kno ts. At 0900 arrived twenty 

miles off the channel entrance to Miami. 

The President and his party started trolling at 1000 and 

continued until 1500. Soveral of the party got strikes but 

~~ little luck in landing them. Colonel watson caught on~ 

small IIboni tall but it escaped just as it was about to be hauled 

on board, thus losing Colonel {iatson three prizes, the first, 

largest and most fish caught during the day. 

At 1245 th", SELFltIDGE, which vms not going to proceed into 

Miami, transferred 1181' Secret Service operatives and Lieutenant 

Berthold, Communications Officer, to the U. S. S. POTOiv1AC for the 

passage up the coopnel. As soon as the transfer was cumpleted 

the POTOMAC headed up the channel which was lined with pleasure 

craft·, some of which followed the POTOMAC. At 1330 the l-'OTOMAC 

docked at Pier #3, J1iliami Municipal V<Jharf. iv1rs. James Roosevelt 

and Miss Le Hand boarded the ship immediately. Shortly after 

docking newspaper correspondents and photographers came on board 

and a Press Conference was held. 

At 1400 the President, and his party disembarked from the 

POTOMAC and drove to the railroad stat:i.on through streets lined 

with people cheering the President. At the station Mr. C.B. 

Loftin, Receiver of the Florida East, Coast Railroad greetE:d the 

President as he bOal"ded the train. which left Miami at promptly 

1430, as planned. 
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