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THE WHITE HOUSE,
WASHIAGTON

March 16, 1945.

MEMORANDUM

The President hus authorizéd that you
be given a personal copy of the following described
logs of his official travels.

The President directs that for the present,
and until the termination of the war, these logs
be considered in & "KEOTHICTED" status; that none
of the material contained in the logs shall be
used for republication in any form; or that the
contents be discussed so’ that yuotations may be
used for publication.

WILSUN BEROWN, ‘
Vice Admiral, U.o.N.,
Naval Aide to the President.



=]
]
.
o
ol
j]
2k
Fod
6}
~t
=~
-
Q‘ 3
o .
N
he}
~
(0]
[0}
]
<
&)
~+
)
O
)

Tully Papers

s: Grace

‘OUR NATION AT WAR

Lo

OF
THE PRESIDENTS INSPECTION TRIP

17 September —'1 October 1942

n: Grace Tully Archive; Serie:

T .-

Collectiol




N B b A s & N & o N N R NN N N B _B_NB_B_I

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Grace Tully Papers

The President

The Honorable Stephen T. Farly
Rear Admiral Ross T. McIntire, (MC), USN
Captain John L. McCrea, USN
-Miss Laura Delano
Miss Margaret Suckley
Major Henry Hooker
Miss Grace Tully
Mrs. Dorothy Brady
Mr. Dewey Long
Lieutenant George A. Fox, (HC), UsN
Ensign Charles N. Berry, Jr., USNR
Chief Ship's Clerk F. J. Terry, USN

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt
Washington, D. C., to Great Lakes Training Station
Miss Malvina Thompson
Washington, D. C., to Great Lakes Tralnlng Statlon,
Fort Worth to Washington, D. C.
The Honorable Donald M. Nelson
Washington, D. C., to Detroit
Mr. and Mrs. John Boettiger
Athol, Idaho, to San Diego
Lievtenant and Mrs. John Roosevelt; Mrs. James Roosevelt
. Long Beach, California, to San Diego
Lleutenant General John L. DeWitt, USA
Oakland, California, to San Dlego
Ensigns Harrlson K. Dano and John R. Miller, USNR
Seattle, Washington, to New Orleans.

Secret Service Agents

Mr. Douglas Cornell, AP Mr. Merriman Smith, UP
Mr. J. Wm. Theis, INS

Mr. D. J. Moorman, B & O RR

Army Signal Corps Detail

Colonel Wm. A. Beasley
Lieutenant Dewitt CGreer Lieutenant Arnold W. Hawks

Navy Phbtographers

A. C. Black, CPhoM, USN Wm. Belknap, Jr., PhoMlc, USNR
J. W. Erickson, PhoMlc, USNR Alfred Fox, PhoM2c, USNR
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Arrived

18 september

18 September
19 September
19 September

19 September

‘20 September

21 Septembef

- 22 September

22 September

22 September

'

23 September .

23 September

Place
washlngton D c.

Detroit, Mlchlgan
(Chrysler "Arsenal of Defense")

Willow Run, Michigan
(Ford Motor Company)

Great Lakes, Illinois .
(U.S. Naval Training Station)

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
(Allis—Chalmers Corporation)

New Brighton, Minnesota
(Federal Cartridge Company)

En route Athol, Idaho

_Athol, Idaho
(Farragut Naval Training Station)

Fort Lewis, Washington

Bremerton, Washington
(Puget Sound Navy Yard)

Seattle, Washington A
(U.S. Army Port of Embarkation)
(Boelng Aircraft Company)

Vancouver, Washlngton
(Aluminum Company of ‘America) -

Portland, Oregon

(Oregon Shipbuilding Corporation)

‘23 September

vSeptember

Septembei

22 Septemberﬁl

22'Septembef7

23 Sepﬁember 
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Arrived

2y September

2L September

25 September

25 September

25 September

26 September

27 September

28 September

29 September

29 September
- 30 September

" 1 October

ITINERARY

FPlace
Mare Island Navy Yard
Oakland, California

(Naval Supply Depot)
(U.S. Army Port of Embarkation)

- Long Beach, California

(Douglas Aircraft Plant)

VCamp Pendleton, California

" San Diego, California

(U.S. Naval ‘Hospital)

(U.S. Naval Training Station)

(U.S. Marine Base) :
(Consolidated Aircraft Corporation)

-En route San Antonio:

San Antonio, Texas
(Kelly Field) ‘
(Duncan Field)
(Fort Sam Houston)
(Randolph Field)

Fort Worth, Texas
(Bomber Assembly Plant,
Consolidated Aircraft Corporation)

New Orleans, Louisiana
(Higgins Industries) -

Camp Shelby, Mississippl
Camp Jackson, South Carolina

Washington, D. C.

e A

21, September

2L September

. 25 September

25 September

25 September

27 Séptember

28 September

29 September

29. September

30 September
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Thursday 17 Septémber

The President and his party departed Washington, D. C., shortly
pefore midnight for an inspection trip which was to take him to the
far west, the first stop being scheduled for 18 September at the Chrysler

"prsenal of Defense," Detroit, Michigan.

Friday 18 September

At l:2b p.m. (EWT), just before arriving at the,Chrysler~”Ar~

senal of Defense," Detroit, Michigan, a number of General Lee M-4 tanks

_were observed making'runs over the testing ground adjacent to the plant.

The President's train was backed into the plant and the President was
greeted with cheers, whistles and handclapping when he left his car at
1:30. The ten—car‘motor cavalcade got underway at 1:31. A movie man

and a still man were in the leading Secret Service car, and. another such

'team.occupled a large truck which tralled The leadlng photographers

were assigned to cover '"personality" shots, while ‘the photographers at
the rear were to get shots of general interest in the plant. Many of
the workmen were permitted to suspend work in order that they might see
the President as he passed through the plant

In the second car of the processlon were the follow1ng persons

The " President

Mrs. Roosevelt

Mr. K. T. Keller, Pre31dent of the Chrysler Corporation

The Hon. Murray D Van Waggoner, Governor of Michigan

The Hon. Donald M. Nelson, Chairman of the

War Production Board

The first stop was for the purpose of seeing a boring mill

cutting out a lower tank turret ring;
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| There were 8@006 panes of’glass in the first building vislted,i*

in which é,ooo persons are‘employed. In lQAO the ground on which thls
tank‘arsenal plant now stands was a beet fleld w1th the exceptlon of
the assembly llne there are three 8-hour shifts worklng every day As
yet the productlon end hasn't qulte reached the oapa01ty‘of the assem—'
bly line, so the latter is not required to employ a 2h-hour shift at
this time. |

The President's car enteredithe head of the assembly llne ‘at
1:50 p.m. Here were belng assembled the M-4 (General Lee) tanks, (32
tons); six or seven per day being turned out on each of six assembly,
linesb At 2:00 p.m. the President paused at the end of the assembly
'llne where a travellng crane loaded a tank on a flat car, The motor
cars left the building at 21 02 and proceeded to the testlng ground near-
by Where the Pre81dent w1tnessed a number of M&A's making runs. A& tank
- was directed to run through a series of muddy depress1ons in the near
-Vlclnlty of the Pre51dent's car and after several dlfflcult maneuvers,
the drlver brought the tank to a sudden stop about 15 feet from the ‘
President's~car. The drlver received a sound round of applause for his
sklllful exhlbltlon of tank driving. |

The President left the proving ground at 2:15 and proceeded to
hlS train nearby At the trainside he spent several minutes in discus-
sion with Major General L. H. Campbell, Chief of Ordnance, U.S.’Army,
who had come outtfrom'washington in conneotion with the President's in-
spection of this plant. ’The ?resident went aboard the train at 2:25
amid the thunderous cheers ofvthetassembled plant workmen.

- (Mr. Ray Wamsley, employed by'the Chrysler Corporation, supplied much -
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The Senior Army Inspector normally on duty a£ the plant is
Major Robert J. Bedell, Army InspeCtor of Ordnance, Detroit Tank Arsenal.

Train underway from plant at 2:30, en route to "Willow Run."

Arrived Willow Run Plant of the Eord,Mopor Company at 3:40 p.m.
The President left his train at 3:45 and entered his automobile along
with the following people:

Rear Seat: ~The Pres ident.

Mrs. Roosevelt =

Mr. Henry Ford

 Jump Seats: . Mr. Edsel: Ford
°  Mr. Donald M. Nelson, Chairman of the

War Production Board
Mr. Chas. E. Sorenson, Vice President and
: Generel Manager of Ford Motor Company

‘The tourjstarted at 3:46 and the President was greeted withya
‘ hearty round of applause4from“companyvemployees when his car entered the
, \first building.

In this plant, heavy bombers (B—ZA's)eare in production. = The
Pratt and Whitney motors for the B-24's being assembled in this plant
are made at the General Motors Corporation plant at Melroee Park, T1linois.

The‘national'colorS'were 9?<diSpiaY at several points along
the route/and the President‘was greeted with spirited applause at- fre-
quent intervals.
‘ At present there . are 35,000 persons employed in thls plant
5,000 of Whom‘are women. It is hoped that before long the percentage of
women employees will be raised to at least 4,0% of the total required to

operate the‘plaﬁt. The first bomber to be made wholly in this plant

came off the assembly line about a week before the President's arrival.

_3_'
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Thls plant 1s Wholly illuminated by fluoresoent:lightlngfan
sunlight. e

Three 8-hour shifts are employed here, six days per week, with
Sundays off for the greater percentage of employees.‘ The first shlft
of the week comes on at 11:00 Sunday nlght. |

The employees live in neerby towns since there is no residen-
tial secpion at "Willow Run" and no other commercial activities{

” Most employees carry their lunches, but numbers patronizebthe‘
lunch wagons which operate in the vicinitykof the plant.

The apprentlces in the Rlveters' School are the lowest pald
employees at "Willow Run Thelr pay is 75¢ per hour.

Numerous midgets were observed to be working in thls plant
the llttle fellows being employed for.the most part in "bucklng" rivets
invwingjsections and other parts of planes where persons of normal size
are unable to work due to the limlted space available. o

The Willow Run Plant's objective is "to produce e:bomber an.
hour,™ when the full production point 1s reached. |

. The President's car approached the head of the assembly line
at 4:05. The larger part of the employees had‘been permitted to knock
off workyto seize this opportunity to see the President. Therekmere two
assembly‘lines at this plant. . |

-The construction of "Willow Run" cormenced a little»over ;
year prlor to the President's visit, the present site having previously
been devoted'to the growing of beans and corn. -

The end of the assembly line was reached at 4:15, and at this

point the President inspected at close hand a L-motored B-24 bomber,

- L -
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leaving this area at L :20.

The President's course now took him along the edge of a huge
flying field bordering the plant. The longest runway on this field
measures 6,000 feet.

At the edge of this field there were some 20-odd planes lined
up for the President's inspection - light, medium and heavy bombers,
fighters, pursuits, obsérvation, scouting, amphibious, utility planes,
etc. - the motors and other sections4of these planes having been manu-
factured at various plants of the Ford Company. There were also on dis-
play a line of tanks, "jeeps," trucks, gun'carriers, combat cars, etc.;
ﬁhese, too, manufactured by various plants of the Ford Company. The
Willow Run Plant at present assembles only 1/3 of what it makes, the
othéf 2/3 beingvsent to other establishments for assembly. A paftial
list of the Ford butput on display follows:

Medium Tank V_ v

. Medium Armored Car T-17
. Light Armored Car  T-22

Low Silhouette 1i-ton trucks -

Universal Carrier (Ford built)

Amphibious Reconnaissance Car (Ford designed)

Ford Reconnaissance Car (65,808 built)

Pratt and Whitney Double Wasp Engine (2,000 H.P.)

75mm Gun Mount (1,862 built) v ,

Ford Tank Engine (V-type, 8-cylinder - 129 built)

Anti-aircraft Director M-5

Anti-aircraft Director M-7

The President spent several minutes looking over the display
described immediately above, reéching the end of the line at 4:30. The
trainside was reached at A:B?'andvmany of those who had been touring the

plant with the President left their cars and started to board the train,

thinking that the President was about to do likewise. Suddenly, the
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President's:éaf'Staftédﬁbff’down the"foéd'énd”a mad spramblefensuéd‘to7‘
'get‘back inﬁo,the automobiles, get underway again and try to catch up
with him. About a hglf»mile down the President stopped to look over the
Ford Engineers' Schodl, where students are being taught_quber construc-
tion, engineering andvcréftsmanship. |
The President baused_only a moment at the Ford Engineersf
Schodl and then was underway again for a look at. the Wiilow‘Run Camp'
Legiqn Chapel, avshqrt distance from the school. The buildings which
formerly housed Camp Legion are now utilized as barrécks for the men of
the Army Aircraft Mechaniéy School at”Willpw Run." After taking a "look=
see thréugh the épen doors of the éhurch, from his car, the President
was underWay at 4:50 and arrived alongside his train a few moments later.
The President went/aboard at A;55 and the train was again on its Way,’én
foute to the Naval Training Station at Great Lakes, Illinois, via Chicégo{u
Mr. M. L. Bricker is the Administrative Superintendent of»fh%;
Willow Run Plant,‘aﬁa Mr; Roscoe Smith, the'Plant'Superintendent;,b(Thé;
person who'furhished much éf the abdve’iﬁformation,mms Mr. O. E. Jacoﬁy,

an employee of the Ford’Motoerompany,) B

Sétur@gx 19 September

The President's train arrived on a sidiﬁg at tﬁe-ﬁaval Train-
ing Station, Great Lakes, during the early mérning‘hours and was parked
there for the rest of the'mérning. (Terry -and Berry can certify to
this, as they‘wefe_wOrking until 3:00 this morning, decoding one of
Hammond's and Mott's '"brief™ summariés.)’

During the previous night we had entered the Central Time Zone

-6 -
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and all watches had been set back one hour.

This day it was not to be our good fortune to enjoy the warm,

- clear weather of the day before. When the President left the train at

9:35 a.m., a substantial drizzle was falling, the temperatﬁre was de-
cidedly cool, and the sky was overcast. The following persons rode with
the President in his car:

Mrs. Roosevelt

Rear Admiral John Downes, Commandant, Ninth Naval

District and Naval Training Station, Great Lakes
Rear Admiral Ross T. McIntire, (MC), USN
Captain John McCrea, USN )
© The President's automobile moved a few yards away from the

train and stopped to permit the Pre51dent to receive hlS honors A full
guardAof Marines and Seamen was paraded, the station band sounded ruffles
and flourishes, and followed with the National Anthem;! No salute was
fired. All officeré of the Commandant's staff of the rank of Captain
were in attendance;,plus-the Commandant's personal aides.

About 63,000 men are now under training at this statibn, su-
pervised by a staff of 550 officers. The latter number includes officers

on duty at Ninth Naval District headquarters, as well as the Training

Statioh proper. About A,SOO colored recruits are at present being given

‘recruit training at this station. The personnel being trained are or-

ganized into 12 reglments of roughly 5,000 men each.
About 10,000 recrults are being received here each week for

ordinary recruit training and later instruction in trade schools. The

former eight weeks' course has recently been shortened to five weeks.

The "top" 4O or 50 percent . are then selected for Service Schools, such

as Radioman, Aviation Machinist's Mate, etc.. About ten speclalties are

-7 ".-
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taught hefe. There are about 10,000 men in nearby Chlcago 1ﬁ t
tion Metalsmlth and Av1atlon Machinist's Mate School. Addltlonal schools.
at this station include those giving instruction for the ratlngs of-
Gunner's Méte, Torpedoman, Hospital Corpsma;, etec. |

This training station was authorized in 1904. A typical cémp
consists of a drill hall; mess hall, administrationkbuilding and Ear—
racks structures. In all, there are six camps, two regimentsvto a cémp.
For every two camps there is a central heating plant. A standard bar-
racké building holds a company of iZO men on each deck. After the rou--
tine three weeks' detention, after arriving at tne station,krecfuiﬁs ére ‘A
given mliberty" and the greater number of them go to Chicago, approxi-
mately 38 miles aﬁay. )

The Executive Cfficer of the Station is Captain T. DeWitt
Carr, USN.

The President's car proceeded on its selected route thrdugh
tﬁe Station and in a short time came near the boathouse, which is sit— 
uated on an‘inlet from Lake Michigan. Here about 12 whaleboats and 20
small sailboats are‘maintained for the purpose of giving instruction in -
sméll boat handling to-the recruits - all a pért of their training. They
fresident/paused at 9:50 to view the U.S.S. WOLVERINE, at anchor nearby
in Lake Midhigan. This wés formerly the SEEANDBEE, a very large; sidé4
paddle¥wheel, léke steamer which was recently taken over by the Navy and
converted to an aircraft- carrier training ship. She néw has the conven;
tional flyiné deck of a typical aircfaft carrier, but without a hangar

deck or elevators. She is an ideal ship for training Naval aviators in

the technique of taking off and landing on a carrier's deck. The



Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Grace Tully Papers

\

R ECE S B s e e

BRSSP

" f& ired for pr@sﬁ Wétion

WOLVERINE Hasﬁbeen in ser&ice in her new rolej for .about three weeks. A
former yacht of. Henry‘Fofd's, now the ﬁ.S,S. TRUANT, was tied. to the -
pier near the boathouse. ‘ -

The area of "Great Lakes"\now embraces 1,56C acres, as. com-’
pared to. 167 acres in 1917. Last January there were only 2,500 recru;ts
in training here, and the Station's staff consisted of only 50 to 60
officers. |

At 9:55 the President's car approached~the section of the Sta-
tion containing the hospitel, service and ﬁraining buildings. . The hos-
pital staff:of foicers, nurses;;corbsmen and‘hospitalvapprentices,_were
fomied outside the buildings for review by the President.

Camp Barry, the ndetention” camp, was . entered about.- lO OO

The- Pre51dent paused to view a body of. recruits underg01ng various- forms

of physlcal drildd,. 1nclud1ng "Horse and Rlder" ("Skylarking%) exereise.

The Naval Training Statlon,ls served by the: Chlcago North

 Shore and Mllwaukee RR and also the Chicago and Northwestern RR.-

There has been no general sickness since the expansion-started

where.. The recruits still scrub their own clothes eﬁd,equipmentwandeare

"rstillxsleeping in. Hammocks:

: A -company of recruiﬁs‘marched by’singing lustily,iyLieptenant
White-explainedrthet John Carter, former singer with the:Metrepolitan
Opera Company, is'now a Chief Petty Officer in command of a’company, and
_these were his men. The men were giving out with ”Heye»Comes the Navy"
t6 the tune of "Beer Barrel. Polka."

Gamp Moffett was entered at 10: 10, and left. behlnd at 10:15.

There is free bus service w1th1n,the Station, and every recruit

-9 -
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_gets to ‘see about one movie a week and attend one "happy hour," the

ter-being more or less of an amateur show put on by "home talent"’among
the recruits themselves. Lieutenant Commander "Eddie" Peabody, USNR
" a former naval enlisted man, is the active head of act1v1tles'of th;si. :
nature,f“l V :A .
‘ Entered Camp Robert Smalls at 10:17. This is a camp for col;“
ored Navy recruits and is named after-a colored man who stole a. shlp 1n'
the Civil War and delivered it to the Union Army. He later commanded,
this ship and still later became a United States Congressman‘ A nnmber
of recrults were marching in varlous formations on a nearby "grlnder"i
and were singing "We Are Men of the U.S:A.," a very stlrrlng marchlng'u
song whlch was recently composed by one of the colored recrults at Campg
:Robert Smalls - The- colored recruit companies all have whlte CPO's in
command The camp itself is commanded by Lieutenant Commander Armstrong,4
the ‘son of General Armstrong who commanded colored troops in the ClVlli
‘war and later founded Hampton Institute. A "Commando" course had been;
'-constructed at ‘this camp, and the: Pre51dent stopped to watch a number ofi
; “the ‘men g01ng through the "obstacle" course, .the reallsm of- battle belng;i
7attempted through "battle n01ses" broadcast over loud speakers r1ggedll
'in’the‘trees;‘-Farther'on, afgroup.oficolored’recrults were;observed to.
be conducting loading drill, using the usual loading machine, and ﬁdummj"
shells and powder charges. ; .
‘The Pre31dent made a brief stop at 10:25. for the purpose of‘
putting up the top on his car, the rain by now.belngvrather heavy. Atp
10:30 the President was almost three miles from Lake Michigan and still

on the Station..'This‘will give some idea of the immensity of the area

- 10 -
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covered by this Station. He was then in "Green Bay Camp," not yet

completed. It is near Green Bay Avenue, but as soon as construction is

“completed, will be renamed in accordance with the general scheme.

The President passed through the main gate of the Station at
11:40 on his way back to the train. Between six and seven thousand per-
sons dan be seated at the athletic field near which the Presideﬁt's
train had been parked.

The Pre51dent arrived at trainside at 1l:45, was accorded full

honors (without gun salute) upon his arrival. We were underway shortly

after the President came aboard at 11:50, Mrs. Roosevelt and Miss Thompson

leaving the train at this point to rejoin the party at Fort Worth, Texas,
on 28 September.

The President's train arrived at the siding in the Allis-.
Chalmers plant in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, at about 1:30 p.m., and the
President left the train at 1:50, being joined by the following persohs
after entering his automobile:

The Hon. Julius P. Heil, Governor of Wisconsin

Lieutenant General Brehon B. Somervell Chief of the

Army Services of Supply

Mr. Walter Geist, President of the Allls—Chalmers Corporation

Mr., Max Babb, Chalrman of the Board _

Mr. J. M. Whlte General Works Manager -

Due to the layout of this plant, it was not possible for the
usual cavalcade of cars to be formed for the tour. Only the President's
auto and a Secret Service car entered the plant, the rest of the party
touring the main building on foot until an area was reached where cars

could proceed in procession, when additional cars were provided for the

remainder of the inspection.

- 11 -
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The Presidentt!s first stop was in the Steam Tufbiné Division.'f~
Later on, other sections of the plant were inspected and in one depart-
ment the President paused to view a very large boring mill in opération
This piece of machinery carried a printed sign4as followé:

- mL0! x 16! boring mill. Largest integral machine

tool in the Western World. Weight, one million

pounds. Motor horsepower, 270. - Push-button con-

trol throughout. Capacity of Mill - 200 tons.

Diameter of Mill, 3316M"."

Note: It is believed that the world's largest bor-
ing mill is located in Germany - FJT. .

YA list of the various items of machinery now in production at
Allis-Chalmers follows:

Steam Turbines for Ships

Dam Machinery

Stone Crushers

Switch Gears - Electrlcal Equipment .

Submarine Motors -

A1l generators and equlpment of that type

Tractors - all of the NW sectlon is given over to these

Centrlfugal Pumps

Graders of different kinds

Note: This plant is now making 16" gun slides.

Note: This was the first place we had hit where, to the em-
ployees at least, the President's visit was a cold, complete surprise.
Most employees contacted didn't even know that anyone out of the ordi-
‘nary run of visitors was expected at the plant.

The . Pre31dent returned to his train at 2: 30 boarded it a min-
ute or two later and shortly thereafter was en route to conduct an in-
épection of the Federal Cartridge Company, near St. Paul, scheduled for

late this evening. Lieutenant General Somervell accompanied the Presi-

dent to the latter's next point of inspection.

- 12 -
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Shortly after 11:00 p.m., the President's train came to a stop

“at a siding adjacent to the Twin Cities Ordnance Plant of the Federal

Cartridge Company, at New Brighton, Minnesota.

The President left his train at 11:15 and entered an auto-
mobile with the Hon. Harold E. Sﬁassen, Govefnor of Minnesota, and
Mr. Charles L; Horne, President of the Federal CartridgeVCompany. The

Twin Cities plant turns out .30 and .50 caliber small arms ammunition,

tracers, incendiary and armor piercing. Ground was first broken for the

construction of this plant in August 1941. The plant is wholly devoted
to the filling of War Depaftment‘contracts, and has been on double pro-

duction since the Japs attacked Pearl Harbor. This particular unit of

the Federal Cartridge Company employs between 12 and 13 thousand per-

sons, aboutjhalf‘of whom are women. _
| The Presidenf enté?edAthe plant's main building at 11:20.

Fere, on‘one‘side,'hundreds ofvstamping, pressing and sizing machines
were turning‘out\.BO and .50 caliber cartridge cases; the other side
of the building is devdted to turning out the projectiles. A special
charging wing nearby, where»caseé, projectiles, primers and powder are
assembled into "live™" ammunitioh bore a sign carrying this striking
admonition: )

”Novmétcheé,

No lighters,
No admittance!!!"

“This plant operates 24 hours a day, sevén days a week, hours

of labor for the three shifts being from 7 to 3, 3 to li, and 11 to 7.

However, the 11:00 p.m. shift came on an hour early tonight, presumably

so that "fresh" workmen would be on hand for the President's inspection

- 13 -
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tour. Most of them didn't know why they were called to'work'an;he.fz

earlier than usual, but some of them had a "damn good idea."

trophy of

 mounted on a base. The presentation was made by Miss Peggy Johlfs,'on: o

* behalf of the employees.

“buildings.

nition each day.

-

to go aboard. Turning to Ceneral Somervell, who had accompanied us from
Milwaukee for the purpose of being with the President during this ihspec—
tion, the President said, "Brehon, that was grandi" The President also

said that his inspection of thisrplant had been "terribly interesting."

far west,

A number of most striking slogans were seen throughout the .

The output of this plant is six carloads of small arms'ammu—e

During the course of the inspection the President was given a i

his visit, consisting of one .50 and two .30 celiber cartridges | -

A few of £hese follow:

"Keep Sharp - We Have an Axis to Grind."

"Speed the Wheels to Beat the Heels."

"Keep Him Shooting and Remember -
OPEN YAP TELL JAP."

"et's Give Him - Enough and on Time."

"Jaste Will Postpone the Day of Victory."

"Suppose it Won't do its Job (soldier about to load a gun) -
It Will, That's Our Job." :

"One Mistake is One Too Many."

"etts All Jump on the Bondwagon.!"

"Always Be Careful - the ABC of Every Ordnance WOrker.”

"Fifty Caliber Zippers for Slant-eyed Gyppers."

"They Need it — Let's Speed it."

"Today, Not Tomorrow."

"Be Calm and Alert and You Won't Get Hurt."

"Keep Up the Good Work." ‘

The President returned to his train at 12:03 a.m. and prepared

The train was underway a few minutes later, en route to the

the next inspection stop being scheduled for Farragut Naval-j

- 14 -
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Traihing Station, on Lake Pend Oreille, Idaho.

Sunday 20 September-

(Passing through North Dakota and Montana, en route to Athol,

Idaho.) (No inspections) = -

Monday 21 September

This morniqg;,jusf after arriving at Paradise, Montana, the
President received the following persons in his private car and thanked
them "for the smooth ride over the mountains.™

Mr. C. O. Ostergren (Engineer)

-Mr. 0. D. Bradford (Fireman)

Mr. N. V. Hendy (Road Foreman of Engineers)

Arrived at Athol, Idaho, at 2:10 p.m. - a typical "boom town!
occasionéd by the huge naval cpnstrﬁction goingz on at nearby Camp
Farragut. The.main‘dﬁellingfplaces consist of hastily constructed wooden
buildings, plus the usual tents and trailers, etc. The train wag backed
to Camp Farragut, abou? six miles from the town of Athol.

| - Mr. and Mré.vJOhn Boettiger, toéether with "Sistie! and
"Buzzie" Dahl joined the President's party_at Athol, having comé from
Seattle for'the.meeting.

Upon our arrival at Camp Farragut, thérPresidént,left the
train for an inspection of the Training Station then under construction.
In his auto rode the Hon. Chase A. Clark, Governor of Idaho, Rear Admiral
Béss T. McInﬁire; (Mc), GSN, and Captain I. C. Sowell, USN, Commandant
of Camp Farragut. Captain McCrea was 111 this day, and did not accom-

pany the President. The President commenced his tour of inspection at

2:50 ?.m.
- 15 -
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At Camp Farragut, at the time of the Presidefit's inspéction,

there were 96 officers,432l recruits and 596 station personnei of ‘the
U.S. Navy. The nearest city is ébékane, Waéhington; about 70 miles dis-
tant by motor road. There are two Naval dispensaries in'éach "Circle."
Thé entire Personnel of the Station is in "Circle 3 just now.'van;
struction started two weeks ago in‘"Area 5." A rather strikingﬂsigﬁ‘wés
noticed on one of the contractor's buildings at the start of the £dur.
It.read, fUnlucky is the Swine WhO‘Sfbps Our Advance."

The ground on which the Station is being constructed was, of

course, cleared of trees and underbrush at the time work was commenced. -

However, the éreas immediately'nearby gre>rathéf heavily wooded with

sécond growth fir and sprucei‘ while:mostbofifhe'construcfién wofkefé

live in tents and trailers at Athol, a large number of them are living
at”Bayview; Idaho, a small't6Wn'neafby; Mahy of the "top" meg’of5thé;
¢onstruction force live attcoeur d’Aiéne, Idaho, and Sandpoint;fidéhd5»
éhd‘éommuﬁévtb‘camb Farragut each day.

Most of the station personnel go on libérty'at‘nearbvapokéné,
there beihg bus‘séfvice:"dn the'hour;'éveéy hour;," seven daysva week.
Busses run from Camp Férrggﬁffto Coeur d'Alene, thence to Spokane.

Aréa "BM is completed but not yet occupied. Area "C" is being4
dccupied. 7

A regﬁlation recrsation hall is-550' long and 132' wide, hav-
ihg‘a regulation AAU swimming pool; basketball courts, ping-pong tables;
métion pictufé'projector, etc. Buildings for housing the mén are of
insulated'plywdqd construction. The unit;nowAOCcUpied‘by the personnel

of ‘the Station is named Camp Bemnion.

- 16 -
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Captain W. P. Mull, (MC), USN, is the Senior Medical Officér
on the Stationrand Captain Walter Rehrauer, (DC), USN, is the Seniér
Dental Officer. As an evidence of ﬁhe policy of méking every effort to
keep fires at a minimum, the following sign was in evidence at many
points throughout the camp: "Smoker: Be Sure it's Out - Dead‘Out."

As the Presidént'passed’Camp Bennion, all heéds of departments
of the Station were standing in formation in front\of the Administration
Building. |

Construction has Just started on the‘station hqsﬁital.

Lieutenant (jg) Dobbin, (MC), USN, stated that after working

‘hours it was the habit of a number of the officers to stroll in the

woods nearby and they seldom failed to spot five or six deer of an even-
ing, and at times a bear or two, A considerable area surrounding the
camp has'been declared’a game reservation.

This Station is located at thé ndrth end of Lake Pend Oreille,
which is 35 miles long and has a shore line-of 557 miles. At a.spot
just off the training>station, Lieuteﬁant-Dobbin stated they had re~
cently made a souﬁding aﬁd found the water there to be 2,200 feet deep.
At first he inadvertently said "22,000 feet deep,!" but even Grace Tully

questioned that, and he reverted to the figure first named. ILieutenant -

- Dobbin mentioned that they had been able to swim in the lake up until

the first® of September, but that it was now too cold for this, the water
being about 56Adegrées.v

The recreation center in each area has, in éddition to‘those
items mentioned before, bowling alleys, tennis courts and pool tables.

The comparatively small numbers of recrults that have been

- 17 -
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received so’farrhave been arriving 5y rail.

Except fdr the senior officers, who will pe furnished withythe
usual government quarters in which to house their dependents, the Sta-
tion's officer personnel will be single and will be housed in BOQ.

Lieutenant Dobbiri mentioned an interesting sidelight. He is
acquainted with a ﬁan employed as a carpenter on the Statibn‘(a con-
tractor's man) and_it séems that‘this fellow is now being paid approxi-
mateiy $25.00 per day for tﬁe usual Services expected of a carpenter. .
‘Lieutenant Débbin stated that this was not an unusual case and thaf the.
generality of his statement was borne ‘out by his knowledge that the
average workman on the Station !pays $90.00 a month rent in neérby
Sandpoint, Idaho,>and drives back and forth to work e&ery'day."

| There is to be an individual heating unit (wood burnerj in

‘each building wiih the exception o§ the'gospital,iwhich is to have a
céntral heating unit;

Drinking water is supplied from numerous springs and deep
wells, but éprinkling,watér (for thé roads that are dusty just now) is

from the lake. The President arri#ed at trainside at A:OO.‘MUnderwéy

for Seattle at L4:30.

bTuesday 22 September

The President'!s train pulled into Fort Lewis, Washington, this
mdrning and came to a stop in the nCantonment ! area, where the President
" left the train at 9:32 a.m., a full guard of honor being drawn up and

usual honors rendered, less' gun salute. In the President's car were the
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Hon. Arthur B. Langlie, Govermnor of Washington,'Méjor Ceneral James
I. Muir, the Commanding General at Fort Lewis (44th Division), and
Rear A&miral’Ross T. McIntire.

The President started his inspection at 9:38.

Private'first’clASS'Paul Komoroske, of the 44th Division Head-
quarters Company, Fort'Lewis, said that most of the personnel at the
Fort knew "there was some big doings but not what it would be.'"

-Most of the troops at Fort Lewis, when off duty, go to nearby
Seattle and Tacoma for recreatlon. There is a bus service furnished by
busses which have been chartered by the Army, the round trip fare to
‘Tacoma being 35¢:’ A number ofrthe soldiers, evidently for the purpose
of making "extré money," drive these'busses,betweeh Fort Lewis and
Tacoma "on their sparejtime;"

After leaving the "Cantonment" area and entering the main area

of Fort Lewis, the Pr951dent's route tock hlm to a huge parade ground .

where the 33rd Division had been formed for the purpose of pa551ng in
review before the President. This division is composed, at present, of
46,800 mén., | | '

The -National Anthem was played:at 10:05 .and the"Division
stafted passing in review at iO:Oé.

The entire division did not pass in review before the Presi-
dent, for this would have taken hours. However, the units which did
pass before the President are given below:. |

Time of

Passing

10:09  First car
10:10 Band, with a good sized dog, evidently the band mascot,
at the leader's heels
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Time of
Passing

10:11 First body of troops

10:12 Company of Alpine troopers, their light artillery.:

. carried by Army mules

10:13 Company of colored troops —~ .. .

10:14 Combat cars, "Jjeeps" and motorcycles

10:16 Heavy trucks. o -

10:17 Motorized artillery

10:19 Engineering units, with truck borre.pontoons, boats,

- bull dozers, bull moose, etc. :

10:22 Light tanks :

Only about avﬁhird of the diVision,having passed in review,
' the President left the parade ground at 10:24, en route to the @ain gate
of Fort'Lewisbﬁo take his departure for Bremerton, Washington, by way of
Gig Harbor and Port Orchard. The President rode about six miles through
the grounds.

At 10:29 the President bade Governor Langlierand Major General
Muir goodbye and Captain McCrea shifted to the President's car fér the”
drive to Bremerton and inspection of the Navy Yard there.

From Fort Lewis to Gig Harbor was a ride of 18 miles. At Gig

¢ \( . 2 - 5 N - P e oy P —

Harbor it was necessary to ferry across to Point Fosdick, but the ferry

.‘

trip was a very short one, about ten-minutes from slip to slip. Uron em~
vbarking in the ferry, the President was greeted by Vice Admiral Charles

S. Freeman, USN,Commander Northwestern Sea Frontier and also Commandant,

-m e

Thirteenth Naval District, and Lieutenant Jones, the Admiral's Aide.

In the President's car after leaving the ferry at the Point

Fosdick side were the President, Vice Admiral Freeman, and Rear Admiral
McIntire. We were off the ferry at 11:17 and were approaéhing Bremerton
at noon, the distance from Fort Lewis to the Navy Yard being approxi-

{

mately L7 miles.
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Approaching Bremerton it was impossible not to notice a very
large number of barrage balloons in the air over the Navy Yard area.
Fifty-one balloons wefe COﬁnted in what appeared to be an outer and an’
inner circle, the balloors acting as a ‘serious obstacle to dive bombing
attack, forcing enemy plaﬁes.tO‘sﬁay high;

A considerable numbér of people lined the streets approaching
the Navy Yard and applauded thé President as he passed. The Charleston
Gate of the Navy Yard was entered at 12:10 and here were drawn up the
Marine Guard, the Navy Yard Band,‘all officers of the Station, and mahy1
hindréds of enlisted men. ’The5Nati§hal'Anth°m’was playediat-12-13, and
when’ thls was- over Rear Admiral S, A. Tafflnder USN, Commandant of the®
Navy Yard, JOlned the President in his car and the 1nspectlon commenced. -

It' now ‘being the noon lunch period, many thousands of Navy Yard workmen

 were assembled along the preseribed route, hoping to see the President

as he passed.

"The’President‘§ﬁopped at'tﬁe head of Drydock No. i for about
fiﬁe”mihufes<to view the battieship U.S.S. TENNESSEE,'which was in dock
ﬁhdéfgdingfeXtensivé overhaul and modernization of secondary armaﬁent.
The Presiaent‘s car took him through one end of the Machine;Shop; but
quickly cut bﬁt again and then alongside. the NEVADA,:Where'the Navy Yard

workmen on the topside of tﬂat veséél gave themPrésidént‘a‘lusty cheer

as he passed, A huge painted sign displayed on the NEVADA read: "On to

Tokyo - Make Your Job Move Fast. Let's Make a Second Front.!
In this Navy Yard the preparations for mihiﬁizing thé possible
effects of a bombing attack were eVident’evérYwhere, as well as exten-

sive means for repelling such an attack. Heavy concrete walls have been
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built around the lower sectione of all important buiidngS;aS PfOtectipn‘
agéinst pomb fragments. Many weil constrooted airfraid,shelteredwere_in:
evidence, and on the higher ground near the hospital»and the.officers{q
ouarters were over a thousand smoke generators, s1mllar to the smudge.
pots used in frult orchards, for produ01ng a dense, black, protectlve‘_
smoke screen in the event of imminent air attack | |
.The President stopped at the Naval Hosoltal where he greetedk
a number of wounded men, many hav1ng received thelr wounds recently
in:Alaska. '
' The President's car slowed slightly in order to allow the

Pre31dent to look more closely at four destroyers under. oonstructlon 1n?

_Drydock;No. 3. Nhen passing the Navy Yard Flre Department 1t was notedr

thet th;s;activityapossessed,four'pleces of’ very modern equipment.. It

wés_also noted that two_former,merchant vessels were undergoing con-

‘ ver31on to alrcraft carriers (XCV's).

At 12:45 the Pre51dent's car took him 1nto the very mldst of a

huge throng of Navy»Yard.workmen; other civilian employees, and Servloe-f

personnel of all ranks and ratings, and the President gave a'shorp'telk'
over the‘publio address system, as follows:

) "I can only say a word or two to you. The
first is that I am not really here, because I am
taking this trlp under Navy orders and that means .
that my cruise is not published in the papers, so
just remember that, for about ten days, you- haven't
seen me.

"T have been looking things over, coming across
the country, and all I can tell you is that I am
more and more convinced that the people of the whole
nation are in this war to win it and win it just as
fast as we can. 1 am very proud of what I have
seen. I am proud of the officers and the men, and
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McCrea, Lieutenant;H. B. Jones,

- to be despatched to

= 1, . ; .
. ; i £ — ———
- Lot

workmen here in this old Navy Yard which T used to -.
know in the old days. The golf course that I played
on during the World War is now covered with machine
shops and other buildings. I am glad to see Bremer-—
ton again and I am very happy in knowing -all that
you are doing. I nave seen wounded ships and wounded
men and we are putting them back and making them new.

"I am on my way almost immediately, going to
take in other places and other yards and other camps,
and when I get back to Washington, maybe if they let
me talk, I will say something about what I have seen
and how fine the effort of all of you is throughout .

the nation. Thanks."

After the President had finished his talk, he left immediately

for theACommandant‘s quarters to partake, together with the members of

his party and the higher ranking officers of the Navy Yard, of a buffet
luncheon; | .

Ensign Berry called the Naval Aide during the course of the

Juncheon and reported that a number of long messages-had been received

which would require many hours to decode. At the request of Captain

Vice Admiral Freeman's Aide; called

Staff Headquarters in geattle and arranged for Ensign John Millér, USNR,

King Street Station (Pullman yards) to‘assiSt‘Ensigﬁ

Berry. (It later developed that when we left Seattle, Ehsign Miller was

to go'with us on temporary duty, together with Ensign Dano, USNR, the

traffic to be decoded having reached large proportions.)

- The President departed the Commandant's quarters in Bréméfton

at 2:15, and after receliving honors in leaving through the Navy Yard

Gate, the President passed through lines of cheering people to the ferry

landing where he embarked on the ferry ENETATI at 2:25 for passage to

geattle. The ferry was underway for Seattle a few minutes after the

- 23 -

b A



Box 7; Folder= Logs of the President's Trips: Inspection Trip, September 17-October 1, 1942

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Grace Tully Papers

'Pre51dent's party went aboard and passed through the nets

channel to Bremerton at 2:55. An Eagle boat . escorted the ENETAI from ’

Bremerton to Seattle. The Sandpoint Marine Barracks (Naval Air Statlon) L

furnished the detail for the ENETAI and also in the Seattle Area Thei

Marines, the day before were about to go on a 32~hour ”llbertyn When;?q’

this was suddenly canceled and they were told to stand by for some “spe—‘f

cial duty." The sergeant in charge of the ferry detall stated that most:rtw |

of the Marines in that area on guard duty were "Graybeards," and that
many of them are not standing up under the heavy drilling. It seems\h“
‘that if.they prove_to be unable to keep up with the physicai endyofsac;dh
tive duty, a discharge is usually forthcoming upon request. gt
| The President~arrived at Pier 3, Seattle, at 3:30 p.m.;‘;ftéfhé"
va’trip‘ofjjust an hour from Bremerton, and his car entered the limits ofd
vthe Seattle Port of Embarkation at 3:35. Here, on the docksvauaitinglf

,,éhiPmSHt were tons and tons of stores and equlpment of every descrlp—"

,tion.‘ Four cargo carriers were loadlng at ‘the tlme of the Pres1dent' 'd B

'inspectlon. Departed Seattle Port of Embarkatlon at 3 50 en rou fe to?iA
the Seattle plant of the Boeing Aircraft Company H |

- After a ten-minute ride, the Boeing plant was reached at 4 OO
The day shift uas just coming off work as the Presldent'commenced hls
inspection, This company, which produces the famous "Flying‘Fortresses;;'
now has 40,000 employees, AO to 50 per cent of whom are women. The Presi~f
dent's car led the proce581on down long lines of men and women workers‘
who were engaged in processes of every description. Here it was easy to
grasp a clear 1dea of the many. thousands of parts and steps which go

into the productlon of a modern bomber. The President left the Boeing
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ALCOA, VANCOUVER -- ANOTHER INTERESTING STUDY AS SUPT. THAYER
DIRECTS THE PRESIDENT'S INTEREST TO A PHASE OF SHOP WORK.
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