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ORIGINAL RETIREO FOR PRESERVATlqrtl 
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· . ORIGINAL R~TIREOFOR PRe~ERVATtq~ 

LOG OF 

rIH]! PRESIDENT'S INSPECTION TOUR 

000000 0 

13-29 APRIL,1943 
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ORIGINAL RGTIReO FOR PRe~eRVATJq~ 
: . 

THE PRESIDENT'S PARTY 

The Pre sid e n t 

Rear Admiral Ross T. McIntire, (MC), U.S.N. 
Major Henry Hooker 

Miss Laura Delano 
Miss Margaret Suckley 

Miss Grace Tully 
Mrs. Dorothy Br ady 

Lieutenant George Fox, (HC), U.S.N. 
Mr. Dewey Long 

;~ Ship's Clerk WilliamM. Rigdon, U'.S.N. 

The Honorable Basil 0 I Connor 
~ashington to ~arm Springs 

The Honorable Leighton McCarthy 
Washington to Warm Springs 

Miss Toi Bachelder 
'washington to warm Springs 

The Honorable Stephen Early 
Washington to Corpus Christi. 

Rear Admiral Wilson Brown 
washington to Corpus Christi 

The Honorable Sumner 11elles 
Fort Worth to Corpus Christi 

Ambassador Francisco Castillo Najara 
. Fort Worth to Corpus Christi 

Mr. Philip Bonsal 
Fort Worth to Corpus Christi 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Fort Worth - Monter~ey - Fort Worth 

Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt 
Fort Worth ~ Monterrey - Fort Worth 

Miss Ruth Chandler Roosevelt 
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Fort Worth 

Master Elliott Roosevelt, Jr. 
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Fort Worth 

Miss Malvina C. Thompson ( 
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Fort Worth 

The Honorable Marvin H. McIntyre 
Fort Worth - Monterrey - Washington 

Major General Edwin M. Watson 
. Fort Worth - Monterrey - Washington 

Ambassador. and Mrs. Messersmith 
Sanchez Crossing (Mexico) to Monterrey 

The Foreign Minister and Mrs. Padilla 
Sanchez Crossing (Mexico) to Monterrey 
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THE PRESIDENT'S PARTY 

THE PR.EsS 

Mr. Douglas B. Cornell 
Mr. Merriman Smith 

The Associated Press 
The,.United Press 

Mr. Arthur Herman 
Mr. Wn. C. Murphy,' Jr. 
Mr.. Bert Andrews 

The International News Service 
The Philadelphia Inquirer Washington to Corpus Christi 

Washington to Corpus Christi 
Washington to Corpus Christi 
Washington to Corpus Christi 
Washington to Corpus Christi 

Mr. William Lawrence, 
Mr. D ewey Fl~ming 

Th,e, New York Herald Tribune 
The New York Times 
The Baltimore Sun 

Mr. Raymond Brandt 
Mr. Roscoe Drumn'Md . . ~ 

The St.Louis Post Dispatch 
The Christian Science Montor : Wij,shington to Corpus Christi 

PHOTOGRAPHERS. 

Mr. George Skadding 
Mr. Albert Oeth 

AElsociated' Press ~~ 'Mr. HugoJ6hn:son' 
Paramount News ~~, ' CPhoM A.'C'.: Black 

Par amoun t N ews ~~ 
U.S.N. 

(* Representing all service's y' ' ' 

Mr. Leo DeWaard Post Office Inspector Warm, Springs to" Washington 
B &0 Railroad Representative 
President's Driver 
President's Valet 

Mr. 'D. L. Moorman 
Master Sergeant Montford Snyder, U.S .A. 
Arthur Prettyman' . 

ARMY SIGNAL CORPS 

Colonel v..m. A. Beaseley, U.S.A. Captain Dewitt Greer, U.S.A. 

Chief Frank J. Wilson 
Guy H. Spaman 
Ger ald H. Behn 
Frank B. Wood 
'Arthur E. McCabe 
Rob'e~t R. Hastings 
Roland M. Savage 
John T. Gorham 
Walter A. ,Haman 
Vernon D. Spicer 
Frederick M. Clark 
James Beary 
James Rowley 

"Fala" 

Eight U.S.A. Enlisted Men 

SECRET SERVICE DETAIL 

and 

Mi ch ael F., Reilly 
Charles W. Fredericks 
John A. Marshall 
Andrew G. Daigle 
Wilmer K. Deckard 
Elmer R. HipElley 
Edmund J. Waters 
James H. Griffith 
Neil A. Shannon 
George A. Schnelbach, Jr. 
Jack L. Willard 
Burrell Peterson 
Howard 'Anders on 

"Sister" 
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Arrived 

14 April 

15 April 

15 April 

15 April 

17 Apr:t1R 

17 April 

18 April 

18 April 

19 April 

20 April 

21 April 

22 April 

24 April 

24 April 

25 April 

26 April 

27 April 

27 April 
I 

28 April 

29 April 

,ORIGINAl. R~TlRaOFOR PRe~eRVATJq~, 

ITINERARY 

Place 

Washington, D. C. 

Marine Barr acks , 
Parris Island, South Carolina 

Maxwell Field, Alabama 

Fort Benning, Georgia 

Warm Springs, Georgia 

Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia 

Camp Forrest, Tennessee 

Camp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas 

Camp Gruber, Oklahoma 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
,(Douglas Aircraft Company Plant) 

Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, Mexico 

Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas 

Fort Worth, Texas 

Camp Carson, Colorado 

Denver; Colorado 
(Remington Arms Denver Ordnance Plant, 
Lowry Field, and 
Fitzsimons General Hospital) 

Fort Riley, Kansas 

Omaha, Nebraska 
(Glenn L. Martin Company Plant) 

Jefferson Barracks, Missouri 

Evansville, Indiana 
(Republic Aviation Corporation Plant) 

Fort Knox, Kentucky 

Washington, D. C. 

Departed 

13 April 

14 April 

15 April 

15 April 

16 April, 

17 April 

17 April 

18 April 

19 April 

19 April 

20 April 

21 April 

22 April 

24 April 

24 April 

25 April 

26 April 

27 April 

27 April 

28 April 
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· ORIOINAL'RE;TIReOFOR PRe~eRVATtqr;.l 

MILEAGE COVERED 

Richmond, Fredericksburg & Potomac Railroad 
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad 
Charleston & Western Carolina~-Railroad··,., 
Gulf, Mobile & Ohio (sWitch-move) .-:-::-::.:>,~ 
Western Railway of Alab~a . 
Central. of Georgia R~lroad 
Southern Railway 
Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis Railway 
Missouri Pacific System 
St. Louis - San Francisco Railroad (Frisco) 
Missouri - Kansas - Texas Railroad 
Nattonal Railroads of Mexico 
Texas Mexican Railway 
Texas and Pacific Railroad (switch move) 
Burlington System 
Union Pacific Railroad 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad 
New York Central (switch move) 
Illinois Central Railroad 
Ealtimore & Ohio Railroad 
Pennsylvania Railroad (switch move) 

Total railroad mileage 

Automobile mileage (estimated) 

Total all mileage 

Miles 

113.1 
904·9 
47.6 
4.4 

64.3 
63.6 

278.3 
394.0 

1,887.5 
238.1 
96.1 

340.0 
194.7 
15.4 

804.4 
739.5 
318.9 

3.0 
56.8 

676.8 
2.3 

7,243.7 

425.0 

7,668.7 
The President's trip was conducted in strict wartime secrecy. All arrangements with the railroads were made verbally and in a person-to­person manner. No orders or letters were written and nothing was said or done that would convey even an intimation of the fact that the President was planning a tour. Even superintendents and road foremen of engines who were instructed to be at a certain point at a certain time to ride a special train did not know until after they were aboard the train that the Nation's Chief EXecutive was riding their-rails. 

The train included two head-end cars (baggage car and communi­cation car), a combination. sleeper-lounge car, a d.ihing car, four compart­ment drawing room sleepers, and the President's car. Train speeds were restricted to 40 miles art hour. Uniform train orders were -agreed to for all operations, the train being scheduled as a passenger extra with right over all other trains. All other trains were instructed to clear it by 20 minutes. All railroads were required not to move the train backward at any point unles s the move was made . with engine and buffer pulling the train. 

The railroads did a grand job! 
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)' 

,ORIGINAL R~TIREDFORPRe~eRVATIqIll 

FOREWORD 

, this tour, the President's second wartime tour to military posts, 

naval stations and war factories, also included a brief visit at Monterrey, 

Nuevo . Leon, Mexico, where Presidents Hoosevelt and Camacho met for friendly 

discussions. This meeting was the first for the Presidents of the United 

states ari~ Mexico in 34 year's~ 

Our entire' route; while in the United states, was carefully 

guarded by units of the U.s. Army:; while in Mexico, the route was guarded 

by units of Mexican cava:)..ry. 

Although there was generc:U surprise shoym at the President IS 

presence wherever he went, this trip was not as big a secret as the'in-

, spection trip of iast fall, particularly so, after our visit to Monterrey 
, . -' - .. " ~ . 

and Corpus Christi and the: n'ewspa:pe~, and radio publicity incident to 

bhose visits. Curious crowds Were attracted everywhere along our route, 
r< 

parti~ularly at the railroad stations in the Midwest, by the presence 

o.f the large or unusual nwhber ,of mil:ftary guards about the stations 

and tracks. ill th~ camps, manyser~ice men 'admitted that,. although they 

had no definite information, they did have a pretty gooq idea who their 

visi tor was to be. 

, The weather threatened 'en several occasions and we passed through 

local rain and hail storms. However, clear weather prevailed during all 

scheduled visits and inspections. 

The log of the tour follows. 
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WITH FALA BY'!IIS SIDE, THE PRESIDENT LISTENS INTENTLY TO THE 
MUSIC OF AN ARMY BAND. 
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.. 

Tuesday 13 April 

The President dedicated the memorial to Thomas Jefferson at noon 

today and then returned to the -Wh~te House for lunch, l:gefore drparting on 

. his second inspection trip of war plants and military and naval stations. 

The advance ~edtion of the special train left the Silver Spring, 

Maryland, station at 1:15 P.M. and proceeded to the Bureau of Ehgraving 
~1~, 0 ~ 

siding, where the President's private car, with the President and his im-

mediate party embarked, joined the advance section at 2 :10 P.M. Very 

shortly afterwards, the special train departed for 11.i6hmond, Virginia, and 

the South. The first stop, a brief pause, was made just across the Potomac 

River to pick up some horse. meat for Mi13 s Delano's Irish .Setter, "Sister," 

that inadvertently had been left at the Wlite House in the 'rush of getting 

away after a crowded morning. 

ThE.'3 weather was slightly cool and a bi twindy as we left Washing-­

. ton and we found this sort of weather prevailing as far south as Savannah, 

Georgia. Just south of Richmond there was still considerable evidence of 

recent strong. winds - a path of broken tre~tops. Norfolk,Virginia, had 

reported winds of gale intensity the previous day~. 

Enroute to Port Royal, South Carolina, operating stops were 

made at Richmond, . Virginia; Binporia, Virginia; South Rocky Mount, North 

Carolina; and at Florence, South Carolina. We laid over at Florence from 

12:50 A.M .. until 5 :50 A.M., Wednesday, 14 April; before proceeding to 

Port Royal. 
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, ,",-r 

Wednes da.y 14 April 

We arrived at Port Royal. on schedule (11 :00 A.M., EWT). The 

President and his' party disembarked immediately to enter waiting motor 

cars for the trip to the Marine Barracks at Parris Island. After entering 

his car, the President was greeted by the Honorable Olin P. Johnston, 

Governor of South,'Carolina, and Major General Emil P. Moses, U.S.M.C., 

Commanding General, Marine Barracks, Parris Island. Governor Johnston and 
;,;~ 

Major Generai'J Moses then entered the President's car to accompany him on 

his inspection. 
'. 

The party proceeded from Port Royal over .the '!five-mile" causeway 

to the Marine Barracks' parade ground arid bandshell' at the main station, 

where the station band arid approximately 8,000 Marine recruits were massed 

to render honors to and be reviewed by their Commander-in-Chief. After 

honors, a number of senior· officers of the Ibase were presented to the 

- President. These included Captain Hutchinson,. (MC)," U.S.N., connnanding 

the Marine Barracks Medical.Department; Captain Patton, (DC),. U.S.N., 

Sen~or DentalOfficer; Captain Logue, (MC), u. S.N., Executive Officer 

of the Naval Hospital; Colonel D. J. Kendall, U.S.M.C., Chief of St'aff 

to Major' Gener8J.Moses; and Colonel Harry Smith, U .S.M. C., Conmanding 

Officer 'of the Recruit Depot. 

The President .drove through the massed formation for an inspec-

tion of the "boots," and from here' the party proceeded alO!}g "Wake" Ave­

nue past the iInrn6n'se rifle range, where such a vital part of the 'Marine 

recruit's training is accomplished. Here, on this .wind-blown range, 

, I 
sane ,2,000 recruits were engaged, by groups, in demonstratingfor the '. 

-2 -
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I 

I 

I 

) .' 

: 'Jr4fl'Ni4LA~TI~IOi'CA:· ml~._'ftqJ)l 

President every phase and position of the course of instruction for the 
> 0 .', '< 

training.of expert riflemen. 

From the rifle range our course took us next to the Marine Corps 

Air Station. Along this route we passed the excellE;mt dairy farm and 

vegetable truck garden which are operated by the Marine Barracks in the 

area formerly occupied by the old naval prison. It was remarked to the 

President that a . large number of borderline (neurotic) recruits, who other­

wise might have broken down completely, have been salvaged to make excel-
;;~ 

lent men for the Marine Corps by detail to work at this dairy farm and 

truck garden. 

A squadron of Navy fighter planes (carrier type) passed overhead 

just as we were entering the grounds of the air station. This squadron 

had been training here and was scheduled to join its newly assigned parent 

carrier soon. 

After a drive through the air station, a brief stop was made at 

the Marine Officers' Club, where fruit juices and fresh milk were served 

to the party. 

Next visited was the station hospital. Here the doctors, nurses, 

corpsmen and pati~ts were all lined up for inspection. Several cripples 

and even some stretcher patients were out "along the route l1 for a glimpse 

of their Commander-in-Chief. 

From the hospital our route took us back to the parade ground 

for departure honors. After these honors, the President was introduced to 

the men of the formation by General Moses and responded with the following 

informal remarks: 

- 3 -
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· ORIGINAl. RE;TIREOFOR· PRE~ERVATJqM 

"Men, I congratulate you on being Marines. 
I have followed. the Marine Corps many, many years. It 
was just 30 years· ago I was here at Port Royal.. I 
have seen you in Haiti, Santo Domingo, and Dt .France, 
and on the Rhine. Some of you men may not appreciate 
it, but I was not in the Halls of Montezuma or on the 
Shores of Tripoli. I congratulate you &nthe fine 
work being done here. You are a credit to the Marine 
Corps. I can't say more than that." 

The beautiful azaleas in the wooded areas along the causeway 

leading from Port Royal to the main station were very much in evidence to­

day. Thes~i~ we were told,were planted last year by Lieutenant Colonel 

oJames D. McLean (the Post Quartermaster) and this is thei~ first bloom. 

The weather here was much cooler than had been expected and it 

was also very windy and dusty. This hampered the inspection somewhat. 

However,. all details for the President's brief visit here had been worked 

out with great care and everything functioned perfectly. The routing of 

the inspection party was well done. The station presented a generally 

well kept appearance and the President expressed himself as very wei I 

pleased with his visit here. The massing of the recruits gave him an 

excellent opportunity to form an opinion as to their average age and 

physical development. 

Particular credit is due the Post Quartermaster for the very 

convenient platform and ramp built for facilitating the President's dis-

embarkation from and embarkation on the train. 

The party returned to the train at 12:10 P.M., embarked, and at 

12:15 P.M., we departed Port Royal for Maxwell Field, Alabama. 

After leaving Parris Island, o~route took us to Maxwell Field 

(near Montgomery, Alabama). via Savannah, Jesup, Waycross, Valdosta, and 

Thomasville, Georgia, and Dothan, Alabama. We laid over at Dothan from 
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. ORIGINAL "R~TIRe6FOR PRe~eRVATtq~ 

12:30 A.M. until 5:30 A.M., Thursday, 15 April, before proceeding to 

Maxwell Field. 

Thursday 15 April 

( Forenoon) , 

" 

Our train arrived' at the Maxwell' Field. siding shortly before 

9:00 A.M. (CWT)~' .The President disembarkedand'wa:smet by Governor Chauncey 
. ' . '. . . . . 

Sparks of'l~Alabama; Major General Ralph Roy~e, .Corrmanding General, &:>utheast 
~ ~ '. .' 

':' . . . 
. ..' . . . '. 

;Training Center ; Major General B. K. Yount,. Commariding General, Flight 

'Training Comniand:, S~E.T .. C~·;. BrIgadier, Gen~raJ:\liil,i~Weish, Chief of 
, ' 

',Staff,S;E. T. C. ;', Colo~elEJ..nier' Bowling, corrmand~gJ1ax:!'lell, '.Fi~d; Golgnel 

Fitzger'~ld, ,Assista:nt, ChieJ of s,taff,.,S~E~~.C;;C~'l'Qri,el)~~,H'~· Mderson; 
"," - '. ". , •• '. ,. • < -' """" ' ", • , '. ' 

, ," 

qommand,ingCraig' Fieid; and C610heiR~Winn;'coninr'arid,in:g :Guntei,Fleld • 
• ' . • • • , • • '"' : • " " • : • • • ,> ~ , ~ , .: .' 

JOining"theI:resJden~,in his' cal.' were ,G'oV:ernor ,Sparks,: ;Major ~enerals 

R'oyceand Yount. ' 

The inspection,p-arty p,r~ceec!,ed ~ong t.hep.ost','streets~,; which 

were li~ed oh' b~th srdeswit~splendid looklrig 'ili;corp; ccidets,' to'harigar 

#1, where hOnors' were paid' tine 'Pr.esident· by"a'wing Of~P~~"4,QOO pre~ 
" .' • .. • • • t • t • • ~ . • • 

riight .cadets' ,and ~he, .post' 'bartc!-~'Appro~t~iy'. 50 planes f;~rh ~th~AdV:anced 

Flying School. at ,'Craig ,Field were~over.he~d'att'h-e. tiffie. ,After honors, 
. '.' '. . .' .... ," . . . . 

,we rD.oveciqn. to .the operationsO~fice are?-, 'where' thePr~sident,inspected: 
, . \ .. ." . . "," 

'q .' . .... . ." ...' ,... .. 

as,s.J,stants Jrombas'ic training standing by the. planes. Then, on signal, 
, . . ", ... 

the'~planes stP-tte<imotors ·arid.th~ sttrderit pilots took them off, by 

thre,esr all planescl~~ing the gro u:r;.d , i'n' o~der and in' l~ss than ten 

Iillnut'e~" totc0.,·t,ime' from 'the initial sIgnal. After a wide Gircle of the 
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. ORfGINALRt;TIREO FOR PRE~ERVATlq~ 

field, these planes formed up and passed in review before the President 

over the very same spot from which they had just taken off. The stu­

dents flying in this. review included approximately 30 British c.adets. 

While waiting for the aerial review, the cadet honor wing broke 

into song for the President, with the "Army Air Corps Song" followed by 

a British song called "The· Tuppence Song." Their singing. delighted the 

President, for when they had finished he remarked; "Pretty good." 

Fa.J4~; ~wasrs a great favorite with the crowds wherever he goes, ~i 

almost .stole the show 'from his master about this time..Wlen Miss SuckIey 

took him frem the car for a limbering-up walk, he was irrmediately recog-

nizedand a din of "Oh 'st" and .liAh IS!" went up . 

. During the pau,se at the Operations Office area, three Cadet 

Corps officers were presented to the President and photographed. with him .. 

. They ·were Cad§!t Herbert E. Schopka ( Glendale, New York), Cadet Corps . Com­

mander; Gatiet Walt'er B. Hawkins (Jacksonville, Florida), Cadet Corps Ad­

jutant; and Carlet J. C. Davidson (Richmond, Virginia), Cadet Corps Supply 

Officer. 

After witnessing the aerial show, very expertly done by the stu-

dent pilots, the .President's party returned to hangar #1 area for departure 

honors. After a farewell salute to their Chief, and as if they held sensed· 

how very much the· President had enjoyed their singing; the cadet honor 

wing again broke into song with the strains of their favorite,· IJThe Army' 
Air Corps '" song. And t,o show his appreciation, the President gave .the 

. . . 
cadets a very snappy salute before moving along. 

From nangar #1 the pa,rty proceeded to· the athletic. field 

where some 3,000 C"adets, participating by groups in the many 
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· ORIGINAL R£;TIREO FOR PRE~EAVATtqt;.l 
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forms of physical exercise,gave the President an excellent picture of 

the scope and results of the Air Corps' extensive physical training pro-

gram designed to toughen .uP their .st.udent pilots .. SOIP-eo! these were 

calisthenics, pitchinghorsesho.es, tug of war,sh~ffie board,;pu6h:ball, 

basketball, volley ball, boXirig/ and.ruim±ng ,the i:?bstaqle', cour·s.e (or: the 

BUrma Road, as it is locallyknciwn). 

The Cadet Corps andstat:i~n her.epre.~ehted. an"excellent appE;1ar .... : 

ance, and cii}ce again it was noted that all details of the inspection worked ., 

out smoothly and fUnctioned perfect~. 

The major activities at. Maxwell :Field . (located. on th'e' notthwes t 

edge of Montgomery, Alabama) are the .Army P~'e'::Fl'ight :~<;:l?-ool ind the. Head-
:, . ' .. 

quarters, Southeast Training Center, .Army Alr·:. CO;P$ .... · ·.Ma.-x:weII. Field was 
. • .' : • . c. .' ~. • " : ...." 

established as an air depot in April 1919. It.becam:e·.;~ 'l?'er1!lanent station 
" , 

in September 1921 as the home of the Air Corps Ta~t~c,~~,'~·clio~l.. 

officers; g2,OOO enlisted men; and 75,097 students. The'Toll?wing.activi­

ties comprise the S.E.T.C.: g5- cOllege training detachnients; 2) .civic 

elementary contract schools; 11 basic flying schools; II .advanced flying 

schools; 2 navigation schools; 2 flexible gunnery school~; 1 fixed gun-

. nery school.; 1 central instructors's chool for flexible gunners; 1 Royal, 

Netherlands East Indies Flying school; 1 flying school for colored cadets ; 

1 classif.ication· center; and 2 pre-flight schools. Students enter the -

flying schools every, four'ana one-half .weeks and pursue a normal:,. course 

'/ 

of instruction that' lasts over ten months. 
, . 

There are being graduated 

from this Training Center each month 1,g04 pilots, 690 gunners and 290 

. navigators. There are 276 British pilot instructors .in the S.E.T.C. 
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,ORIGINAl. RE;TIREOFOR PRE~ERVATKW 
: ' 

The President and his party returned to thEi train at 9: 55 A.M., 

and we departed Maxwell Field at 10 :00 A.M. (CWl') for Fort Benning, Georgia. 

Thursday 15 April 

( Afternoon) 

Fort Benning is such an immense post, and there was so much of 

. interest happening here today, as to create within one the same feeling 

he would e~erience ,in attending his first five-ring circus. One simply 

couldn't fully decide which show to watch. 

Here at Fort Benning are located the Parachute School, where our 

Paratroopers receive their basic training; the Infantry School, where a 
, , 

large part of our Army's officer personnel are trained - topmen selected 

from the ranks for Officer Candidate training; and the Tenth Armored Divi-, 

sion~ Fort·Benning's wooded, hilly and rolling terrain lends greatly tOI 

the reali~tic training of our infantrymen and mechanized forces t~ained 

here. Many of the classes in these various schools are held in the open 

air here, and some begin as early as 3 :00 A.M. 

Our train arrived: at . a sidirig near warehous e #2, Fort Benning, 

at 3:00 P.M.' (EWl'). The President was greeted as he disembarked from the 

train .by Governor Ellis Arnall of Georgia; Major General Levan C. 'Allen, 

Conmandant of the Infantry School; Brigadier Generals George Howell, Com­

mandant of the Par,achut,e School, andw.' Scott Fulton, Conmanding General, 

Fort Benning. The President I s party entered waiting motor cars and de­

parted at orice on the inspection tour. Riding With the President at this 

juncture were Governor Arnall, Major General Allen and Brigadier General 

Howell. The ~treets of practically the entire post, large as it is, were 
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_ efinOINAL A"'AI"·~~·· imi.~Ali.! 
; ,'. ' ' . 

lined with troops. 

The inspection party passed first through the ranks of the 29th 

Infantry, which outfit rendered honors to their Commander-in-Chief on 

behalf of t~e entire post. 

The next area visited was the Parachute School. Here, all stages 

of parachute training were demonstrated for the President. ,He saw men en-

gaged in physical training, jumping from various platforms, from training 

towers, and advanced students jumping from transport planes. Classes were 
\i~ 

al~o observed at work involving ground work. On the completion of this 

phase of the inspection, Br'igadier General Howell left the President's car 

and Brigadier General Fulton joined the President •. 

. On the rou,te from the ParachutE3 School' to the Infantry School 

area the party passed through a formation of several thousand col.ored 

troops. A large number of them, newly arrived inductees, were still in 

civilian clothes. 

At the Infantry School area every phase of the training of an 

infantryman was demonstrated for the President. On the rifle range the 

recrUits ~ere being instructed in the technique of rifle fire, the use of 

the bayonet and in hand-to-hand fighting. Perhaps the most interesting 

part of th!3 show was the battle indoctrination attack demonstration, 

knO}V!1 as the "Platoon in the Attack" - a demonstration of an infantry 

attack suprorted by machine guns and mortars firing live ammunition and 

tracer ammunition to make it realistic. This problem was executed by 

officer candidates of the Infantry School and was very ably done under 

supervision and direction of Captain F. K. Westlake (the instructor), 

also narrated a running account of it for the President and. fora 
o . 
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.OF\IOINAL RGTiREO FOR PRe~ERVATtq~ 

group of officer candidates then present. "Holiday Hill," our place of 

vantage for this show, afforded us an excellent view of every phase of 

the problem. The maneuver was performed under the most realistic condi-

tions possible - so realistic in fact that there was one actual casualty 

(wrist wound). 

Further along our route of inspection-, we witnessed - from an-

other hilltop affording a natural vantage point - a group of officer 

candidatesVrom the .. Infantry School carrying out a problem of defense 

against an actual tank attack that was then in progress on the rolling 

country down there before our eyes. This "natural" battlegrou.nd, with a 

few added hazards, was a perfect one for such an attack and for testing 

a defense against tank attack. The instructor (First Lieutenant wright) 

also gave a running narrative of the maneuver and instructed the student 

. officers .as the . attack progressed. The President seemed particularly im-

pressed with this demonstration, and First Lieutenant Wright was called 

over to the President's car, presented to the President and congratulated 

by him on his fine leadership and work. 

Next an our route here was an attack by officer candidates of the 

Infantry School on a village assumed to be held by an enemy, in which they 

demonstrated for the President patrol mopping-up tactics. This was also 

very realistically simulated, but was not of the scope, or as exciting to 

us, as the infantry attack or the tank defense demonstration seen earlier. 

As we were about to leave the Infantry School area, Major Gen-

eral P. W. Newgard en , Commanding General, Te~h Armored Division, was 

presented to the President and then replaced Brigadier General Fulton in 

the President's car. 
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,ORIGINAl., R~TIReO FOR PRe~ERVATJq~ 

We next toured the area occupied by the Tenth Armored Division. 

Here, . light and medium tanks were deployed along our route. Each veh4,::le 

had been named by its crew and the choice of names seemed to exemplify 

the trend of thought within our mechanized forces today. Two of the names 

noted were "Hitler's Hearse" and "Hellzapoppin." An armored artillery 

battery, a tank destroyer company, and various other units of our mecha-

nized forces here, including some mobile machine shops, armored ambu-

lances, r'i¥-dio car.$ and repair cars, were lined up for the President's 
~ 

inspection. 

As we were about to leave the fort, departure honors were ren-

dered by units of the Tenth Armored Division, arid Major Generals Allen 

and Newgarden left the President's car. Various other officers of the 

fort also left our party here. The President and his official party then 

proceeded, by motor caravan, to Warm Springs, arriving there at 6 :30 P.M. 

The motor ride up from Fort Benning, although dusty in places, .was a most 

pleasant change after three days' close confinement aboard train. 

Our train had proceeded to Warm Springs earlier in the afternoon 

and was there when we arrived. 

On arrival at warm: Springs the President went first to the 1i ttle 

White House, where he sat and chatted for a while with Governor Arnallr 

That evening he attended a dinner given for him and his party by the ,Warm 

Springs Foundation. After the dinner, he returr.ed to the train to spend 

the night. 

Frida,y 16 April 

Mr. 1eo DeWaard, post office inspector, arrived this morning 
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with our first mail from Washington and joined the official party for the 

remainder of the trip. 

The President left the train at 10 :00 A.M. and took to the wheel 

of his Ford touring car to spend the day inspecting the Foundation prop­

erty and discussing business affairs. He took a swim in the Foundation 

pool during the forenoon and visited with his old friends, the Livingston 

Fryers. During the afternoon he gave a picnic lunch for his party and 

the patien~s at "The Knob. II He returned to the train at 7 :45 P.M. and 

entrained. From the rear platform of the train he remarked to the crowd 

that had. waited for hours to see him off, "I hope to get back to see t~e 

Warm Springs family once again this year." 

Mr. Basil O'Connor, Honorable Leighton McCarthy, and MissToi 

Bachelder left us here at Warm Springs. 

Our train pulled out of Warm Springs promptly at 8 :00 P.M. (Ewr) 

for our n,ext inspection stop at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, going via 

Atlanta, Georgia, . and Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

Saturdgy 17 April 

(Forenoon) 

We arrived at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia (eight miles south of 

Chattanooga, Tennessee), about 5 :00 A.M. and were parked on a siding 

inside the fort. 

The Pre~ident left the train at 10;00 A.M. and was met by Major 

General William Bryden, Commanding General, Fourth Service Command (Head­

quarters at Atlanta, Georgia); Colonel Oveta Gulp Hobby, Director Women I s 

Ar.'my Auxiliary Corps; Colonel Hobard B. Brown, Commandant of the Third 
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,QRIGINAL _R~TIR~OFOR PRe~eFlvATtq~, 

, . I 

wAAC Training Center ; and Colonel Duncan G. Richart, Post Comnander. Rid-

ing with the President as we left the train were Major General Bryden, 

Colonels Hobby and Brown. 

The inspection party drove first through the Chickamauga National 

Park to the Park Headquarters, where honors were rendered to the President 

by a formation of three companies of WAAC trainees and the Third WAAC.' 

Training Center Band (composed of 36 WAACs). Here the following officers 

were pres~nted to the President: Major Frank E. Stillman, Jr., Assistant 
:y, 

Conmandant', Third WAAC Training Center; First Officer Jean Kiendl, Assist-

ant Comnandant, Third WAAC Training Center; First Officer Melba Griffin, 

Trai~ning Center Director; Second Officer Rose Vlilkes, School Intelligence 

Officer; "Second Officer Catherine Falvey, School Inspector; and Third 

Officer Geraldine Cravis, Corrnnander of the Honor Formation. 

From the Park Headquarters the party then proceeded around the 

fort, passing the scene of the Battle of Chickamauga, through the South 

Post, the North Post, and thence to the parade ground, where one regiment 

of WAAC trainees was drawn up for review by the President. As the Presi-

dent approached this area, hundreds of WAAC trainees ..,. evidently girls 

onJ-y recently enrolled and jus.toutfitted - who were in formation along 

the border of the parade field momentarily forgot their military status 
I 

in their enthusiasm and excitement at seeing the President unexpectedly, 

broke ranks, cheered him, began waving at him and started to follow his 
, , 

car. They quickly re-formed ranks, however. 

The review' regiment, trim and natty in their khaki surrnner uni-

forms and drawn up by companies (24) on the far,side of the field, pre-

sented a very striking and colorful picture. On the President's arrival 
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" ' 

" 

, at the designated spot, the WAAC band struck up liThe star-Spangled Banner," 
\ 

. 
, 

and t:p.e regiment stood at rigid attention in tribute to their Corrmander-

in-Chief. The trainees then passed in review before the President and 

Colonel Hobby, marching very smartly and with perfect rhythm. It was re-

marked that all these trainees were still undergoing their basic training 

and that none of them had had more than four weeks' service; also that 
, 

the HAAC trhlnees are all generally very adept at,· IIJilitary drill and that 

cwes of theif~not being able to "take it" are practically unknown. Ri-
I 

valry among them for company honors is ~een, and all these factors facil­

itate their training to a great degree. 

The par8.de ground here, which, it is, understood, was formerly a 

'lake bottom, is unique in that it affo~ds the person making the review a 

" 

simultaheous and unbroken view of all the troops on' the field at on~ time: 

This is po,ssible because the far side is slightly higher than the near 
• . I 

side" yet the general' appearance is' that of level ground. 

After the review, and while still on the parade field, Second 

Officer Nancy Johnson, Commander of the Review Regiment, was presented 

, ' 

to the President and chatted with h:i.ro for a few moments. Third Officer 

Frances Ferkol was Adjutant toConnnanderJohnson, but 'she did not I,lleet 

the President. 

The review over, the President and his party began the return 

drive to the train, passing along streets of the post lined with servi~e 

troops 7 mostly negro truck drivers - who are fast being relieved by the 

WAACs and made available for duty elsewhere. The President returned to 

the train at 10 :55 A.M., and we departed Fort Oglethorpe at 11:00' A.M. 

(EWT) for Camp Forrest, Tennessee. 
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I -

... QRfGINAL A~T'AEc) FOR' PAE~ERvATJq.fll . 

The weather was overcast and threatening. on our arrival at Fort 

Oglethorpe, but this did not develop and we had good weather throughout 

t heinsp ection. 

Fort Oglethorpe is the home of the Third WAAC Training Center .. 

There are approximately 9,000 WAAC trainees here. Also stationed here 

are approximately 2,000 service troops CArmy). This WAAC training center 

was opened on 25 January 1943. It is expected that 65,000 girls will 

receive tqeir basic training here this year. There is but one advanced 
1. 

training school for the WAACs located here at present - the Cooks and 

Bakers School - but a Motor Transport School is soon to be activated. 

All cars in the official caravan, except the President's car, 

were driven bywAACs, who did excellently. Second Officer Sarah lee 

Justiss (WAAC M6tor Transport Officer) was on hand to see that all our 

transportation needs were taken care of. 

second Officer N. T. Hawkes (Public Relations Officer) was of 

great assistance. to .members of the press and the photographers inidenti-

fying the various WAAC officers taking part in the show for the President. 

Saturday 17 April 

( Afternoon) 

Camp Forrest, Tennessee (near,Tullahoma, Tennessee), is the home 

of the 80th Division. Also stationed here are miscellaneous Second Army 

troops. The approximate strength of this post is 37,000, which includes 

troops located in the adjacent maneuver area. It is basically an advanced 

training camp and the troops seen here appeared to be seasoned men and 

ready for duty anywhere., Camp Forrest was recently so -re-named. It 
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former ly Waf} known as Camp Peay. The 80th Division Waf} Se cretary E,arly r s 

division dur~ng World War I 'and it was a delightful occaf}ion for Steyet6 

be back amongst his old outfit, though he saw few, if, any, familiar faces. 

The camp area proper covers 13,000 acres; the entire reservation, 72,000 

acres. All buildings are Army style (temporary wooden buildings). 

Our traih arrived at Camp Forrest at 2:30 P.M. We shifted to 

Central War Time when we entered Tennessee from Georgia. The President 

was met her~ by' Governor Prentice Cooper of Tennessee; Lieutenant General 
·1' 

" Ben Lear, Comnander of the Second .Army; Major General Horace L.McBride, 

Comnanding General, 80th Division, and Mrs. McBride; Br,igadier General 
\ 

J. R. Sheetz, Commanding General, 14th Field Artillery Brigade; Brigadier 

General E. W. Searby, Coonnanding General, 80th Division Artillery; ,Colonel 

Millard Waltz, Post Comnander; and Colonel C. C. Scott, Commanding Officer 

of nearby Northern Air Field. 
-

The President left the train very ishortly after our arrival here. 

Riding with the President during the inspection were GOvernor Cooper, 

Lieutenant General \$ILeal- and Major . General McBride. The °party proceeded 

first to an area near the edge of the post proper, where honors were ren.,.· , 

dered by an honor detachment from the, 319th Infantry and the 318th / Infantrr 

Bands. The gun salute Waf} fired from a field piece of the 314th Field .Ar~ . 

, 
. tillery. We proceeded along a route through the post, lined wi.th troops, 

to an area on the far side of the post, where the entire $Oth· Div;i.sion. 

(the complete combat division with all its detachments - approximately' 

15,000 troops) was in bivouac. Their armament and equipment,,- which 'Waf} 

prominently displayed for the President, was most ominous looking - arid. 

they had everything out, from socks to jeeps and' long-barreled -rifles/ 
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I 

I. 

These boys presented the appearance of well seasoned, and completely 

equipped, troops - ready for combat duty anywhere.' One. of their officers 

told us that all physically unfits had been weeded out from this division 

arid those remaining were in top physical condition. 

After an inspection. gf the .80th: Division in bivouac, which in­

specticin:included a drive through 'the entire division, the party returned 

to the area where the honor detachment wasurawn' up, departure hO.Q.ors 

wereren~~red, and the President returned to the train. Before entrain­
-y 

ing, however, he chatted for a while with Governor. Cooper, Lieutenant 

General Lear and Major General McBride. 

At 3:30· P.M. (CWT), we pull~d out of Camp Forrest for Camp 

Joseph T.Robinson, Ark~sas,going by way of Nashville and Memphis, 

Sunday 18 April 

(Forenoon) 

Calnp, Joseph T. Robinson (formerly known as Camp Pike) is 10-

cated seven miles north of Little Rock. It is the site of the Army's only 

Branch Immateriai Replacement Training Center. Recruits are received here 

for ba~ic training (13 weeks), at the completion of which the soldiers are 

available. "i'or assignment to any of the several branches of the J.J."my (air 

corps, medical corps, signal corps, for instance). The present strength .. 

. of Camp Robinson is- approximately 44,000. These include approximately 

7.,000 Qolored troops: This camp was reactivated in February1942 and 

since that date. 79,000 men have been given their basic ~;r:'aining here. 

OUr·train arrived at Camp Robinson at 7:50 A.M.,. b~'ili'g'brQught 
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• ORIGINAL R~TlREOFOR PRES.EAVATlq~ 

.... -

right into the camp!. It was still raining lightly on our arrival but the 

rain soon stopped· and the weather cleared, so that by 10 :00 A.M. it was 

quit~ ~ice.· However, it was decided to hold the Palm Sunday services 

indoors instead of in the huge outdoors bowl, as originally planned, be-

cause of the wet seats and the heavy mud. (One of the first comments 

overheard here concerned the fact that the President had brought them good 

weather for a change and for that reason they were doubly glad to see him.) 

There was c~siderable evidence of·recent heavy rains here - both in the 

fields of mud and in the almost unanimous and constant coughing during 

the services. 

The" Pre~ident detrained at 10:00 A.M. and was met by Governor 

Homer M. Adkins of Arkansas; Brigadier General Francis B. Mallon, Conmand­

ing General, Branch Immaterial Replacement Trai~ing Center ; Brigadier 

General James E. -Bayless, COmilanding General, Medical Replacement Training 
. . . 

Center; Brigadier General W. H. Colbern, Commanding General, 3071 Combat 

Team (colored troops); and Colonel Grover C. Graham, Post Commander. Rid­

"ing with the Pr~sidentin;his ·~arduring the activities here were Governor 

Adkins and :srigadier General Mallon. 

"Thep~ty proceeded first to the centra:t par"t of the post , where 

honors'were rendered by a b~ttal:ion of trainees from" the B.I.R.T:C. (14th 

Training Regim~nt); thence on through the p~st and past the post hospital, 

along streets iined with t~oops in singlefile, at present~ms." Behind 

this long single line were more thousands of tr~ops, in company fronts~ 

As the President passed, he was repeatedly greeted with enthusiastic ,cheers 

. ,.' ".. ." "."", . ". . . ., 

from those troops not actually at attention. 
','. S 

His answering waves brought 

untold delight to th~ troops', as they had eagerly ~ticipated this sight 
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I, 
f .. ORrGINAL RI;TI~eo FOR' PRe~ERVATJq~i " 

1 • '. 

",' '" 

of their Conmander-in-Chief but had not 'expected to be accorded such a 

signal honor ~" There ,was, ,perhaps, more enthusiasm shown, here at the Pres­

ident's visit than at any other place visited, exe-ept possibly by the WAAC 

trainees at Fort Oglethorpe on the previous d~. 

The highlight of the visit here was the Palm Sund~ service, 

held at the field house and ,attended by the President and his party. The 

Pr~sident entered the house to find a group of some 3,400 officers and 

troops pres~nt to observe the service With :him. The Simple" yet impres­

sive;' service was 90nducted by Chaplain Crawford W. Br'own (First Lieuten-

ant, ~plain Corps, U.S;A.) and included, a massing of the colors of the 

various units stationed at Camp Robirison. ,Perhaps ",~he most outstanding 

"part of the service was the fine singing of the choir (100 memberf3, all 

male), which had been carefully selected from among hundreds of. eager 

'volunteers from the camp., !: , 
",-

After the P~lmSunday ser~ice, and as the President wfs a~out 

to leave the field house, he waved a greeting to the, officers ap.d troops! 

present and was~swered by a roaring cheer., Outside the field house, he': 

-~cha.tted with Chaplain Br'own fora few minutes, remarking to him how well' 

those boys sang~ 

From the; church service the President and his party returned to 
.-

the train, going by w~ o~ the area where the honor battalion waS formed 

for departure honors. No gun salute was fired here. (This was ci.ccording' 

to previous arrangement.) 

Our party on board,thespecial train departed Camp Joseph T. 
, " 
Robinson at 11:00 A.M. for Camp Gruber, Oklahoma. 
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,pRIGINAL R~TIReDFOR PRE~~RVAT~t:l 

Sunday 18 April 

.. (Aft:ernoon) . . 

We arrived at Camp Gruber (near Braggs, Oklahoma) at 5:25 P.M. 

The President was met here by Major General John E. Sloan, Commanding Gen-

eral, 88th Infantry Division,an'd Colonel Harry C. Luck, Post Conmander. 

Riding with the President during th~ inspection were Major Gen-

eral Slo~ and Colonel Luck. The inspection party toured the camp, over 
.~ . 

streets lined with personnel of three artillery groups and other rnlscel-

laneous organizations stationed here, to the reviewing stand in front of 

the 88th Infantr~Division : Headquarters • Here the President reviewed the 
. . ~~., 

88th Infantry Divisiqn (15,,000 strong) " ied in review by Bdgadie; General 

Guy Kurtz. This review was well done and' the President ~as ~ceptiOnallY: 
well pleased with the fine appearance the division presented. 

Camp Gruber is anew post. It was activated in M~ 1942. There 

are stationed here some 27,000 troops, including the 88th Infantry Divi-
" .. ~ 

sion (not motorized); miscellaneous Third Army troops; and Tenth Corps 

service troops. We were told that the Rainbow Division was soon to be 

reactivated .and would train here. 

After the review the President and his party proceeded to one of . 

the camp mess halls (building #329), where they had supper with a selected' 

group of soldiers, appro~iitely'300 men, chosen from all the different 
, . . . (~'~'.y !~.<, '~.~.Y~ ,:.'1,:; ':': . . /. > . , ", . 

units of the pqst, and seven young officers, recent graduates of the Offi-

cers Candidate School. The officers were: Second Lieutenants Cecil .Tipton.' 

(Marysville, Tennessee) and Charles N. McMullen (Abilene, Texas); and 
" .. .. 

First Lieutenants WesleyW.Waltbn (Woodlynne, New Jersey), Charles W •. 
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I. 

'. ,PRIOINAL Rf;T1AIiOFOA PAt!.IiAvAf~~ 
I 

Upstill (Youngstown, 'Ohio), Robert F. Sawallis (Lime Rock, Connecticut), 

John W. Lyon (Bellingham, Washington), and Murray W. McEhiry (Bessemer, 

Alabama). The supper menu consisted of lettuce and radish salad,chile 

con carne, crackers, macaroni, candied carrots, French fried potatoes, 

bread, butter, coffee and cinnamon rolls (with butter, sugar and cream on 

the table for one to help ~elf). The President ate a very hearty meal, 

as was borne out by his after-dinner remarks. He t,old the boys present 

in themes~hall, 
~ 

"I just. want ·to take the opportunity while 
I am here (I believe you represent many units of this 
camp). to tell yo'u ,I was very happy at the efficient 
and fine appearance, both of the division in review 
and the men along the route ~ I want to pay special 
tribute to your cooks. I don't get as good a meal as 
that in the White House; I only get butter' for break­
fast..;. one'little pat at·that. You are very lucky to 
be in the Army. I am ,glad to be here with you . You 
have a fine camp. I understand: you have 'completed 
your preliminary training and.soon will go into more 
advanced workj then you will be. ready for active ser­
vice, in all probability, overseas. Just where, I 
don't know. I couldn't tell you if I knew. I con­
gratulate all the units of Camp Gruber." 

Coionel M. W. Peck, Post Supply Officer, and Second Lieutenant 

Edward A. Stone, Assistant Commandant of the Cooks and Bakers School, 

supervised the serving of the meal, which ,COlonel Peck said was "100 per 

cent G.1." and that nothing had 'qeenadded to, or detracted fr;om, the bill 

of fare that 90;Y~ allover the camp were having for supper· ~hat night. 

He also remark,ed that this was the first time in history, to his knowl-
'\ 

edge, that the Army had ever had a flood of anxious. and willing volun-

teers for K.P.duty. It seems they all wanted the great honor of possibly 

serving their Commander-in-Chief. 

After his short talk, the following officers, in addition to the 
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young officers previ.ously mentioned,' were presented to the President: 

Brigadier Generals Paul Kendall, .Guy Kurtz and Paul Mallett; Colonels 

C. R. Miller, M. W. Peck, R. J. McBride, lll. E. M. Devers; Lieutenant 

Colonel P. E. Sisney; and Major. C. F. Brundage. 

The party returned to the train after the supper, arriving about 

7 :15 P.M. Our train laid over here until 6: 15 A.M., Monday, 19 April, 

when we departed Camp Gruber for Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

Mond§y 19 April 

We arrived at the Douglas Aircraft Company's Tulsa Plant (10 

miles northeast, of TUlsa, Oklahoma) at 9:50 A.M. The President detrained 

at 10:05 A.M.,. and waS met here by GOvernor R. S. Kerr of Oklahoma; 

Colonel H. A; Strauss, Army Air Force Resident Representative; 'and Mr. 

H. O. Williams, Douglas Aircraft· Comp;;my's Tulsa Plant manager. 

As the party left ·the train,riding m the car with the Pres­

ident were Governor Kerr, Mr. Ted Conant (Douglas Vice President) and 

Mr. Williams. The party drove through th e main building and witnessed 

the fabrication of parts for the A-24 . (Dauntless) dive bomber ,saw the 

work along. the 2,000-.foot as~embly line for the A..,.24 ' s and the 4,000-foot 
, . . -", 

assembly line for the B-24's; thence through the paint shop, past the 

hangar, where some 300 Army cadets were lined up for inspection. These 

I cadets are undergoing preliminar.y flight training at the Spartan School 

of Aviation, which is adjacent to the Douglas Plant' here. From the hangar 

the party returned to the trainsidp., where the President sat and chatted 

with Governor Kerr, and was later introduced to Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Jones 

(he is Collector pf Internal Revenue for Oklahoma); Mr. and Mrs. France 
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Paris (he is Democratic State Chairman and, a Member of the state Highway_ 

. 'ComInis,sion of Oklahoma); and :Mrs. Kerr, wife of the Governor. 

Just before entraining, the President was presented with a model 

of the Ac-26 (Douglas-designed light attack bomber) by Otis Smallwood, rep-

resenting the Douglas Tulsa employees. Mr. Smallwood, a tool and die 

maker, was selected for the honor of making the presentation because he 

was the shop suggestion award winner. 

~e Douglas Plant at Tulsa was completed 1 July 1942. It is 
~'~ 

government owned and contractor operated. There are six principal build-

ings (manufacture and assembly building ; maintenance , boiler room and 

refrigeration building; administration building; hangar; paint shop; and 

cafeteria building). All buildings are of the same type - structural 

steel~ masonry and pre-fabricated steel sheeting with fibre glass insu­

lated walls; built-up asphalt roof on insulated steel deck; smooth con-

crete flooring throughout; and air-conditioned. The main building is 

4,000 feet long and 320 feet wide,. with a production area of 1,498,400 

square feet. (This is more than' 34 acres ana capable of containing 22 

regulation-size football fields.) 

This plant assembles Consolidated B-24's (Liberators) from com­

ponent 'parts trucked to TUlsa from the Ford Willow Run plant. It manufac-

tures and assembles Douglas' A-24 (Dauntless ) dive bombers, and is now 

tooling for the man~acture and assembly of Douglas-designed light attack 

bombers (A-26). Deliveries of this model are scheduled to begin next 

winter. The modification and special, combat preparation for foreign duty 

Of many other powerful heavy, medium and light bombers, and' cargo airships 
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is also. accemplished here. The plant empleys 14,000 persens, 55 per cent 

ef whem are wemen. They anticipate building up to. 37,500 empleyees. 

'Ihe President and his party entrained at 11 :10 A.M., and very 

seen afterwards eur train departed Tulsa fer Fert Werth. we arrived at 

Fert Werth at 7:30 P.M., where a 30-minute eperating step was made and 0 

eurparty swelled by the arrival and jeining up ef Mrs. Reesevelt, Mrs. 

Elliett Reesevelt and her two. children (Ruth Chandler and ELliett, Jr.), 

Henerab~ Sumner Welles (Under Secretary efState), Ambassader Francisco. 
'¥ 

Castillo:Najara (ef Mexico.) , Mr. Philip Bensal( Head ef Latin American 

Divisien, Department ef State}, Majer General Edwin M. Watsen, Henerable 

Marvin H .. McIntyre, and Miss Malvina Thempson. The train departed at 

8:00 P.M. fer Laredo., TexB:s and Menterrey, Nuevo. Leen, Mexico.. 

During the early afterneen, while enreute Tulsa to. Fdrt Werth, 

the President held his first press cenference ef the trip_ 

Tuesday 20 April 

We arrived at Laredo., Texas, at 11:00 A.M. (Cm) and departed 

Laredo. at 11 :15 A.M., via the Mexican Natienal RailWays and in charge ef 

a Mexican railread· crew. We cress ed the International Berder and into. 

MeXico. at 11:23 A.M. ( CWT) , 0.1' 10 :23 A.M. (Mexican time). At Sanchez 

Cressing, belew Laredo., we were jeined by Ambassader and Mrs. Messersmith 

and. Mexican Fereign Minister and Mrs. Padilla fer the trip to. Ment err ey • 

/The trip seuth frem Laredo. to. Menterrey was uneventful arid 

threugh uninteresting country. Occasienally we passed an adebe village. 

(they were usually dilapidated and deserted-leeking), but the ceuntry in: 

the main was desert land and pepulated enly by mesquite trees. The reute 
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of our train was guarded by very widely dispersed mounted cavalrymen 

(Mexican) • 

President Roosevelt's special train arrived at Monterrey at 

4:00 P.M. (Mexican time). President Camacho's train was already there, on 

a siding, headed north toward Laredo. Our train pulled on by President 

Camacho's train and then backed onto the same siding, so "that when pur 

train finally stopped, the private cars of the two Presidents were end-

to-end, wit? the street over which the automobile caravan was to proceed 
~ 

separating the two trains. 

As our train approached Monterrey, 18 planes of the Mexican Air 

Force flew over in aerial salute to Pr~sident Roosevelt and to welcome 

him to Mexico. 

As soon as we had arrived, President Camacho and ,Mrs. Camacho 

came on board our train to greet President and Mrs. Roosevelt. , 

An honor guard of Mexican troops was on hand at the trainside, 

and as President Roosevelt and President Camacho left. the train they were 

greeted by a 2l-gunsalute and a tumultuous ovation. The military band 
o 

played rUffles for ~esident Roosevelt and "The Star::-Spangled Banner" as 

the stars and Stripes were slowly hoisted to the peak. Then came honors 

to President Camacho, with the playing of the very lengthy Mexican national 

anthem and the hoisting of the Mexican colors. It was noticed that the 

. ME?xicans (both civilian and military personnel) are very lax in honoring 

their flag or their national· anthem. If the officers get tired of salut­

ing,., t~ey merely remove their hats. 

Honors' over, the party embarked in wa~ ting motor cars - amid 

some slight confusion, as it seemed that some of the autos in the caravan 
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