
· ,ORIGINAL Rt;TIREO FOR PAE~EAVATlqt;l 

had been assigned dOtlble capacity (a load of' Americans and also a load of 

Mexicans) - and proceeded on the long ride from Militar;y- City - where the 

two special trainshad·been ·p~ked"'; to the Governor's Palace in Monterrey 

proper. Riding. with the President were President Camacho and Under Secre­

tary of. State welles •• The route from Military City to the Governor's 

Palace was along flower- and" flag-bedecked streets, lined on both sides 

with t:qousands of soldiers (regulars and reserves) and, behii:id them, jammed 

with hw$nity - men, wamen arid 'children galore. The traffic along the 

line of our procession wasinct:esc:r-ibable. Private cars were continually 

blocking us, attempting to muscle in on the official cars (and some did 

with considerable success), or 'civilians were darting in and out of the 

line of cars or breaking ranks as the Presidents passed and attempting to 

follow close~ behind their car. However, we. reached the Palace safely. 

Here the party .disembarkedand went to a patio of the Palace overlooking 

anearby public square, from where the two Presidents took a review of a 

division of Mexican motorized troops. Governor Bonifacio Salinas, of 

Nuevo Leon, joined the official party for the review. The Mexican troops 

observed appeared to be seasoned old-timers and, although there was a con­

siderable time gap between the various units as they passed the reviewing 

stand, generally, they presented a very good appearance. Their uniforms 

and helmets looked very much as if they had been adopted from the French$ 

and the salute they rendered as they passed in review had a distinct Nazi 

touch. Instead of a hand salute by those in charge, the entire group made 

two successive stomps (with the left foot) as they passed, with eyes right 

or left, as the case may be, on the person taking the review. It was 
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ORIGINAL RI;TlRED FOR PRESERVATtqt;.l 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 7
; F

ol
de

r=
 L

og
s 

of
 th

e 
P

re
si

de
nt

's
 T

rip
s:

 In
sp

ec
tio

n 
To

ur
, A

pr
il 

13
-2

9,
 1

94
3



,QRIGINAL R~TlREDFOR -PRE~ERVATtq~' 

'noted that practically all o~ their motorized equipment displ~ed was made 

in the United. States. 

On arrival at the Palace, the Mexican national anthem was played 

by a stringed orchestra of some 60 J)ieces (the Tipica policia Torreon 

orchestra),. wearing colorful tight grey trousers, yellow blouses, red 
I!!\ 

neckerChiefs and'huge sombreros. This same orchestra played during the 

dinner at the Casino later in the evening. The' two Presidents and their 

parties wer;~greeted by a tremendous ovation from the crowd gathered in 
,"!; , I 

the,public slquare facing the Palace. Witnessing the .review with the two 

Presidents were Mexican, Sub-Minister of Defense General Francisco Urquizo, 

Mexican Mini.ster of Government Miguel,Aleman, Governor 'Bonifacio Salinas, 

, Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs Padilla, Mexican Junbassador Najara, 
, . 
United States ,Junbassador Messersmith, Under Secretary of State Welles, 'and, 

Mexican Minister of ComnunicationsMaximinoCamacho (brother of President 

Camacho). It was interestirig to note that two of the several military 

bands ir; the review parade struck up typical American songs as they passed 

~the, reviewing, stand - one, "Maryland, My Maryland;" and the other, "Dixie. 'I 

After the review, the presidential parties loaded into 'the "0£­

fici~" cars again (those cars that could be found, a~ many had disappeared)_ 

and we returtiedto Military City to witness a mass demonstration by thou-, 

sands of school' children from Monterrey and vicinity. The children sang 

'I, songs and performe? folk dances, mass calisthenics .and silent or~er drills 

fo~ the two Presidents. While the program did not move along any too 

,,' SlIl0'?thly, each act was vepy well presented and showed clearly the great 

on the p,art of the children to be in the d~'s "picture." The 

,here, ,who spoke both Mexican and English, said before the show: 
I 
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"Mr. Roosevelt, these children want to show 
you their devotion for liberty and their great. faith 
in the victory of the democracies of the world that 
are engraved in their hearts; And as these new pages 
of history are being writtE?n for the United states and 
Mexico, we sincerely hope, Mr. Roosevelt, that you 
will take this with you and that you will keep their 
.devotion and admiration for you; keep it in your heart; 
and we hope some day it will recall for you in the 
futUre that great love that the people ,o~ Mexico have 
for you. ,I 

From this demonstration the party dispersed until time for the 

dinner at 'he Casino, and the President and Pres.ident Cama.cho went to the 

home of General Ortiz (Commander of the Military Post of Monterrey) for 

cocktails and a quiet chat. 

At 8 :15 P.M., Presidents Roosevelt and Camacho moved on to the 

Casino Club, nearby in Military City, to' attend a dinner given inlthelr 

honor, and from where they delivered their radio speeches. '!he dinner yvas 
, 

'an ela~orate seven-course affair, with brandy, two kinds of wine and a 

fermented cider, greatly resembling champagne, also being served. 

~esident Camacho,interrupting his dinner', went on the air 

promptly at 9:00 P.M. '; President Roosevelt followed inmediately afterwards 
. . 

at 9:10 P'.M. Each spoke for a period of approximately ten minutes. After 

the speeches the dinner party continued for about another 30 minut~s. 

Dinner over, members of the American press stationed in Mexico, who were' 
. , 

in Monterrey on the occasion, were presented to Presiden.t Roosevelt •. The 

two Presidents and their parties then returned to their trains. 
( 

The pri-

vate car of President Camacho and one other car of his train had 'been 

switched to our train (just forward of car #2) for the trip froID. Monterrey 

to 'Corpus Christi to give the two Presidents more time together •. Our 

,'train departed Monterrey at 10 :30 P.M. (Mexican time) for the r,eturn 
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:ORI9INAI,.RE;TIREO FOR PFlE~ERVATtqfll 
: . 

to Laredo. The Mexican special followed us by a .few minutes. We crossed 

the International Bo!'der into the United states, south of Laredo, at 

4:00 A.M., Wednesday, Mexican time (5:00 A.M., CWT). The President .was 
.> 

back on United Stat~s soil, after a history-making and precedent-breaking 

d<\V in Mexico .. 

Wednesday. ;?~ April 

~ train arrived at. the great and expansive Naval Air Training 
'. 

Center at Corpus Christi, Texas, at l2:3C) P,M., The Mexican special train 

arrived a few minutes later • 

. The two Presidt?nts were met here by Rear Admiral A. E.Montgomery, . 

Corimandant of the Naval Alr Training Center; Captain G. T. Owen, bommand-
. 

ing Officer, Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi; Captain R. R. Gasser, 

(Me), .Conmanding Officer, Naval Hospital, Corpus Christi; and Corrmander 

E. C. Gould, Executive Officer of the Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi. 

The Presidents left the' train at 12 :45 P.M .• of or an inspection 

of 'the Naval Air Station. Riding with President Roosevelt were President 
Q 

Can].acho, Under S~cretary of State Welles and Rear Admiral Montgomery. The 

, second car in the proc'ession contained Mrs .. Roosevelt , Mrs. Camacho and 

Mrs .. Montgomery. The party first pr()ceeded to the Administration Building 

where honors .vere rendered the two Presidents (President Camacho first', 
. . 

reversing the procedure followed by the Mexicans at Monterrey the previous 

·day. This' WM contrary to U.S .. Navy Regulations, but was done to conform 

to the preceo.entset 'by the Mexicans the d<\V before). The honor regiment 

. here ,was 'composed of'lmits of aviation cadets, Navy enlisted men, WAVEs, 

.and Marines. As the national anthems were being played, the respective' 
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'.;QRlciINAL1R~TlAED ,,:O~ PRE~ERVA1T1(W 
, I' 

presidential flags were hoisted and flown during the visit of/the two 
-" 

Presidents. 

After honors we proceeded directly to mess hall #M3, where 

Presidents R~osevelt and Camacho and the party} had lunch with a group .of 

approximately 400 cadets. Included in the party were Under Secretary 

Welles, Admirals Brown, McIntire and Montgomery, General Watson, Captain, 

Owen, Secretary Early, Secre,tary McIntyre, Minister Padilla, Minister 

Urquizo,'f~Ambassa.dor Najara, Mrs. Roosevelt and Mrs. Camacho. The menu 

consisted of steamed smoked sausagel3' (the press called them frankfurters') 

with Spanish sauce, string beans, mashed potatoes, mixed green salad, 
" 

'celery and olives,bread, rolls, ,butter, limeade and pie (two kinds - lemon 

meringue and blueberry). 

At the finish of the lunch, President Ro.osevelt addressed the 

, , . cadets over a public address system that carried to the entire station. 

, He told them: 
I 

, "I am glad that all cadets' of the naval 
training station' are hearing what I have to say, be­
cause what I have to tell you concerns them as well as 
those here in this mess hall. 

"I regard this as one of the great American 
'historic meetings. I·think you will remember this 
just as long asyo~ live, for we have just received a 
President on American soil, the President of our sis­
ter republic. I want to, tell you that ,yesterday was 
one of the high points of row life. We had la perfect~, 
magnificent reception in Monterrey, and today we are 
very happy to greet the~esident of MeXico and espe­
oially because here amongst us are a large nUmber of 
Mexican cadets, as well as many other cadets from 
sister American republics • 

. "The President of Mexico would very much 
like, when we 'go out of here, to shake hands with his 
own cadets. 
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.. ORIGINAL RgTIREO FOR PRESERVATJqIll 

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS AVIATION CADETS FLYING 
IN REVIEW FOR THE TWO PRESIDENTS 
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. QRIGI,NAL Rt;TlREO FOR ~I"_~' 
. , 

"We feel, I do, that, from the point of view 
of continental defense and unity of purpose, that the 
kind of mutual training that we are doing, both in the 
Army and the Navy with cadets from sister republics, 
means a wide and long step forward in the relations of 
this hemisphere. Let the good work go on! II . 

.. 
After this short talk, the party reentered motor 'cars and then 

made a tour of the station, witnessing normal training activities. Presi-

. dent Roosevelt showed· a particular interest in a group of cadets going 

over the obstacle (or commando) course. He saw a group of WAVEs executing 

an intric'~te drill that resembled the Virginia Reel, he visited the 'huge 

Assembly and Repair shop, drove past the station hospital, the auditorium,· 

several swimming P901s, and then to the waterfront, where an aerial show 

was presented for the two Presidents. Ninety planes, led by 18 giant PBY 

patrol bombers, first passed overhead in perfect ·formation. Then came 18 
. , \ , 

dive bombers, zooming out of nowhere, in dives that brought them almost 

down to the President's car. And as a climax to this already thrilling 

show, a squadron of seaplanes came darting down out 0l the sky, singly, in 

dives to release practice bombs at a target' that was moored out in the bay 

directly in front' of the reviewing party. Several scored "close misses. " 

We then returned to the' Adniinistration Building i'ordeparture 

honors, and afterwards returned to the trainside. President Camacho's car 

and the other Mexican car had been shifted back to the Mexican special 

.train. President Roosevelt entrained. President Camacho also came on 
.. . 

. . '" 

board our train to continue his talks with President Roosevelt. 
I 

Under Secretary Welles and Mr. Philip Bonsal said goodbye to the 

here and left our party, to retUrn to Washington by air . 

. At 4:00 P.M. (cwr), one hour late, our train pulled out 'of the 
.C 
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. . ORIGINAL A£;TIReb FOR PRe~ERVAT,q1;l 
f " 

Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, to continue on the ;president I~ inspec­

tion tour. The·Mexican special preceded us out by about ten minutes • 

. The two trains stopped about a half hour later, alongside each other at a 

railroad "Y" about 19 .mi"les from Corpus Christi; President Camacho left 

our train, joined his own, and, amid a most dramatic setting, farewells. 

were said as the two parties went their separatf? ways - President Caniacho 

back to Mexico (via Brownsville) and our train heading for San Antonio 

and Fort Wdrth ~ 

Admiral Brown and Secretary Steve Early left the train at, the 

tty," entering a waiting automobile which was to take them back to the 

Naval Air Station t9 enplane for Washington. 

-
We had our first look at the WAVEs here. The Naval Air Station 

has a detachment of approximately 250. The girls say they like it very 

well down here. All cars of the official party, except that of the Presi-

dents, were driven by WAVEs. One dri,ver was Radioman Third Class Kirk, 

the daughter of Rear Admiral A. G. Kirk. 

The Naval Air Station is located at Flour Bluff Point, 12 miles 

southeast of the city of Corpus Christi. It was commissioned on 12 March 

1941, nine months after construction began, and nearly a year ahead of 
, 

schedule. Continual expansion has highlighted its history since its com-

missioning. On 4 July 1942, the fourth and largest auxiliary station 

was placed in commission at Kingsville, Texas,' 40 miles south of Corpus 

Christi. The fifth station, Waldron Field, named for Lieutenant Cornniander 

John Charles Waldron,skipper of the ill-fated 'l'orpedo Squadron Eight, was 

placed in, commission on 1 April 1943. Construction is in progress on the 

sixth station at Beeville, 59 miles north of Corpus Christi, and present 
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• ORfGINAL R~TI'RED FOR PFiE~ERVATtqlll 

plans call for,'its commisSioning this summer. 

'. In NO'vember 1942; . the' Naval Air Station became a Navat'Air 

Training Center, 'with the function of giving basic trainiilgandadvaiJ.ced 

training leading to commissioning and the award of wings under the cadet 

training programs. In addition to 'cadets, the N.A.T.C. trains a large 

number- of student officers to fly ~ 

The Naval Air"Training Center here is a military city in itself ~ 

It-has s4~p 's service stores" a ship's store ashore (equivalent to a civll-
~ 

iangrocery,store and market),~ small stores (Where governme~t issue wear­

ing,appareT is sold to service men), a large theatre and gymnasium, bowling 

alleys; swimming pools, tennis and baseball courts, and various other 

r-ecreational·,facilities.··.The site of'the main' station covers 2,050 acres. 

Thursday 22 April 

We arrived at Ben Brook Siding at 9 :45 A.M. The President and 

his immediate party left the train here at'lO:OO A.M., to spend the day 

at Dutch,Branch Ranch. ~, 

;':Cars were on harid at Ben Brook Siding to transport the other 

members bf the party' to Fort Worth, where we spent the day cleaning up, 

:;tQuv~nirbttying,and resting from the effects of our., ten days' confinement 

'. to the,-t~q.;Ln .. ;,The,train:/meanwhile, was sent to the r'ailroad Shops for 

s~rvicing ,q,ndfor.repairs to flat wheels on the President's car. 

:'I'he tr.ain,.ret'L].rned to' the Ben Brook Biding' at ,6:)0 P.M. The 

returned to the train .at 9 :25 P.M. ,Mrs. Roosevelt', Mrs. Elliott 

Rooseye,J,t:and,J):er ~tW:6:".ch:Udren,;and Miss Halvina Thompson left our party 

did,ino:t r.eturn, aboard with the President . 
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,'. '\-, 

At 9 :30 P.M. we left Ben Brook Siding for DenveE ,Colorado, 

stopping a.t the Fort Worth station for approximately one-half hour for 

, servicing the tr.p.n again. 

Fridgy 23 April 

Fnroute Fort 'Worth to Denver, -we passed -through the Texas Pan-

handle country and began the long ascent to the Rocky Mountains. Our train 

was guarded \~ong this section ,of the route by motorized units, which fol-
. ~. 

lowed the train from station to s-tationalong high~ays that-generally_ 

paralleled the railroad. This section, once, the worst parrt of the "dust 

bowl, II was quite green today and looked like anything but a dust bowl. 

"-'-mlonel A.W. Roffe (attached to the Headquarters Eighth Service 

Command), who had been with us since M~his, left the -train at Trinid.9.ci, 

Colorado, as we passed out of his service area. 

Saturdgy 24 April 

Four separate activities were visited and inspe9ted this date. 

This, following a 32-hour lazy train ride, while effecting the steady 

climb from Fort Worth to IIMile High II Camp Carson, was perhaps the most 

crowded day of our tour., However, all arrangements worked smoothly- and 

the inspections were completed on scheduled time. It was beautiful up 

,here in ,the Rockies in the springtime and also a bit cool-to those' of us 

- who only so recently had· been in .\1lore southerly climes. For the day, 

-
everyone was observed to have donned his heavy clothes. 

We arrived at Camp Carson:, located six miles east of Colorado 

Springs.; Colorado, and in the shadow of nearby lofty Pikes Peak, -at 5:00 A.M. 
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. ORIGINAL R~TlReO FOR PRe~ERVATtq~ 

and enjoyed several hours of solid comfort before preparing to detrain. 

The President left the train at 10:00· A.M. (CWT) and was met 

by Major General Thomas D. Finley, Commanding General, 89th Division; 

Brigadier General James F • Brittingham, 89th Division Artillery Commander; 

and Colonel W. M. Blount, the Post Commander. Riding irtthe President's 

car were General Finley and Colonel Blount. 

The honor battalion was drawn up abreast the train and honors , I 

were ren~ered as . soon as the President 'drove from the ramp.' After honors" .. '.' 
~ 

the party proceeded on a tour of the post, along streetsliried with, sol­

diers. First, .the President re..:riewed an infantry battalion., of Ncirwegian 
< -,.,-, : 

. '0 

, ' . , '.:, ' :C-, ' ~ <:_ . 

descent (99th Separate Infantry Battalion - 's,ki troops- UIlderthe' cotnmab.d' . 
, . : ' ..... . 

of Major H.arold D. Hansen) and another infantry battalion Of'czre~k cies~~~t' 
(142nd Separate Infantry Battalion under command of· MajorP~,(D./ ~airi()sJ:' 

A number of )llOstinteresting training operations were demdilstI:~t,e(f;here' 
:,~":' -('.; ," 

for the President, including a water-crossing operation (~si6g'afuPhibious 
- ", < .i· . ; ',;','.~'~'" .. '. 

jeeps" litre boats , and pontoon ,bridges); a mass~d artfii~iYYf'J.ring~,a 
- . ",:,\{!:':~ :";c' "~; ::':', .. ,~,>:-,-:':' " 

driving deJrlonstration ofM-lO tank destroyers, an irlfantry p~"~t~Ohdlig'~in 

(in fox holes) and its action when attacked by'tanks, and an~~.#~~i,.ll1iit \ 
:. ,:. ~-. _."" ~ 

advancing by crawling against close-range machine gun fire,and:~.>~inu4'a.ted 

mortar fire (~rtarfi~e was simulated by planted dynamite Cha:rg'~I3)."ThiS 
.' ........ ". '<f. > ...•• , ..•. 

was a. d~onstration of the psychological preparation, of troops,.;f:or;'combat 
, " \"":' -: ,.'. 

by supjecting them .during training, to conditions which approacl1,'as nearly 
- ',' 

. ,'-".. 

as possible those of actual combat. Every man who passes through Camp 

Carson must undergo this particular training. Then we saw men at "Judo" 

'exercised" at, gas mask drill, at known-distance firing ona rifle range, 

anel.' a dem,onstration of the new secret weapon, the "Bazooka." ,This weapon, 

- 35 -

- '.' 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 7
; F

ol
de

r=
 L

og
s 

of
 th

e 
P

re
si

de
nt

's
 T

rip
s:

 In
sp

ec
tio

n 
To

ur
, A

pr
il 

13
-2

9,
 1

94
3



, ,. 

, , ! ~ • - < ,'" '!, ' . 

,ORiGINAL RGTIREO FOR'PAE~ERVATIqI}l • 
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which resembles nothing more than a plain piece of iron pipe, fires a 

rocket-like missile and is capable of piercing a two-inch armor plate at a 

maximum effective range of 75 yards. 1m. actual demoristN:l.tion Was made at 

60 yards. The "Bazooka" is being perfected for tank defense by iilfantry:" 

men. Capt a.irl Anthony, of the Camp HiLe Tank Destroyer Center, brought one 

of the "Bazookas" to the President' scar and explained its workings to him. 

Next we had a look at 'the mountain pack artillery battalion. 
, '" 

One batter~ of the 75mm mountain howitzers was shown in a defiladed posi-
, r, 

tion, and columns of pack mules; packed for marching, wer,e milling about 

the field. Also shown here was the strenuous physical training course 

used to toughen men for this type of duty. 

Lastly here, was the Field Hospital, a complete general field 

hospital of 1,000 bed capacity, set up for operation in the l fi~ld. The 

President stopped at the Field Hospital Headquarters briefly to, chat with 

Colonel R. P. Bourbon, the Field HosJ)ital Commander. 

o 
From the Field Hospital the party returned to the train, re-

ceived departure honors, and th'en entrained. At 11:30 A.M. we departed 

Camp Carson for our nexts~op at. Denver. 

Camp Carson is an infantry and artillery advanced training 'base. 

Its buiC'ldings are of temporary structure. Its fine climate and natural 

terrain aid considerably in the rapid training of our troops sent here. 

From Camp Carson our~rain proceeded to the Fitzsimons General 

Hospital, on the eastern edge of Denver, coming by wqy of Colorado Springs 

and the city of Denver. We arrived at the hospital siding at 2:15 P .M~ . 
and immediately disembarked. The President was met here by Major General 

c ~ 

Frederick E. Uhle, Commanding General Seventh Service Conmand; Brigadier 
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') 

General Omar H. Quade, Commanding General, 'Fitzsimons Generi3.1 Hospital; 

Colonel H. P. Marvin, Ex:ecutive Officer/ Fitzsimons General Hospital; 

Colonel Jesse 'E. Marshall, Provost Marshal for the' District of Colorci.d:o; 

and Governor John C. Vivian of Colorado. "Governor Vivian ahd Major General 

Uhle were riding :in the President's car as we left for our next inspection. 

The party proceeded through the hospital grounds and along the 

outskirts of East Denver),o ~he Remington Arms Company, me., Denver Ord­

nance Plan\, "a 30-minute auto journey from, the Fitzsimons G€neral Hospital';. 
?) 

The large nUmber of soldiers stationed 9long the route of our dr,ive ':"at 

street corners ahd other strategic 'points, .:.. had acttracted' a goodly number 

of folks, particularly women and children, fro!ll t}1eir ,homes and they were 

,both surprised and delighted wheln they recognized the President's friendlY 

,smile and, waving arms as he passed by., Some of the remarks overheard as 

we pa~sed were; lilt's the President! Did you see him?lI; IILooksjust like 

him! "; and, II Well, I guessed right. It IS the President pi 

AJ3 ''we arrived at the entrancetb the Remington Plant, the' Presi::" 

dent was met by Mr. ,Al Twing, the plaiit manager, and B:dgadier GenerBl 

James Kirk~ Chief of Staff of the Sinall Arms Branch of the Office Of' Ord:'" 

, ' 

nance, War Department." Mr. Twingand Brigadier General ,Kirk joined the 

President in his c'ar ; Major General Uhle transferred, temporar'ily to an-

, , " , 

other 'carin the party. " 
, 

The'party then drove to building #l-B of the plant, where the 

President's car entered the building. The remaining cars of the caravan 
, \ ; 

'did 'riot'enter the building. A drive through this plant 'afforded the Pres­

tc:tent an "opportMityto observe the'manUfacture of .30 caliber ammunition' 

and arm'or piercing). The Denver Ordnance Plant has four 
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, / 

such units 'as the one visited, which manufacture .30 caliber anmunitj,on 

in the total amount of approximately 8,000,000 rounds per d~ •. Here the 

President was presented with a clip of cartridges, shoWing the cartridges 

in their v~ious stages of progress of manufacture. 

Leaving building #l-B, a tour was then made around the grounds, 

passing by the four other main buildings of the plant. This ordnance 

plant began production in October 1941. It now has approximately 20,000 

employees~ 55 percent of whom are women. There were 8,000 employees at 

,work on the shift preserit when we visited the plant. In building #l-B 

there was little, if any, interruption pf work as the President looked 

things over, but after we left this building a large number of employ~es 

. gathered ,along our route tq see the President and greet him as he passed. 

The Denver Ordnance Plant represents a $50,000,000 investment. It is 
{ 

government owned and contractor operated. 

We finished here and left the ordnance p'lant grounds·at 3:35 P.M. 

At the main gate, Manager Twing and Brigadier General. Kirk left the Presi-' 

dent IS par and Major General Uhle rejoined. \-.hile stopped here momentari- . 

ly, 'the President had presented to him the Chief of the Plant Police, whose . . . 
) 

force had done SUdl a • splendid job in . controlling 'traffic about, the plant . 

. From the ordnance plant .we back-tracked as far as Lowry Field, 

arriving here at 4 :05 P .M~ Here the President was met by Brigadier Gen­

eral A. L. Sneed, who entered the President's car to accompany qim on the 

. inspection of this post. 

" The party then drove through Lowry Two streets· - lined with 

thous.ands of Air Corps troops, standing shoulder to shoulder. There were 

23,000 men, in a seemingly never-ending line, out along the Field ~s streets 

, -,38 -
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,ORIGINAL R~_TlReD FOR PRe~ERVATtq~ 

for a: glimpse of . and to greet their Commander-in-Chief. And the WAACs, 

approximately 100 strong, were also in evidence. All the WAACs stationed 

here are students in the Photography School. 

The party went first to the ramp in front of the hangar, where 

honors were rendered the. President by a battalion of officers and troops 

and the post. band. Lined up behind the 'honor battalion were a number of 

huge Liberator bombers. 

\~ After a drive through the very beautiful post ,the inspection 

party left Lowry Field at 4~20 P.M.; for Fitzsimons General Hospital. 

There were no ",xercises or demonstrations for the- President here,' On 

reaching the exit gate of Lowry Field, Brigadier General Sneed disembarked 

from the President's· car. 

Lowry Field was established in 1937. The post proper comprises 

an area of 1,763 acres~ It has a most favorable year-round climate. Here 

ar;e located the Aircraft Armament School, Aircraft Photography School and 

the Air .Force's Cooks and Bakers School. 

Ea$ilythe most outstanding buildings, at wwry Field are the two 

large hangars, where planes are housed, repaired, and serviced. The huge 

s·tructlires also contain many offices, store rooms and other facilities in . 

addition to space for a large number of ships. One of the largest and:' 

'1I).ost beautiful' Army barracks in the .nation is the four-storied yellow 

brick building near the hangar area which houses more than 2,000 men and 

contains a mess hall, the post library, and numerous recreation rooms and 

offices in addition to sleeping bays. Virtually all soldiers permanently 

assigned to the, field live here. The twin modernisti.c buildings facing 

each other near the hangars are the Photography School and the School 
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"ORIGINA~ RE;TIA'ED FOR PRE~F;F.NAT*1~ 
j <. <, 

Headquarters and, Armament School buildings. The two huge areas of wooden 

buildings ccmposing the remainder of the post consist "largely of regllla-

tion Army:, barracks, but also includ'e the station hospital" the service 

clubs, post exchanges, and various squadron and group headquarters build-

ings .--~Here, also, is located the' hu,ge6 ,OOO-man mess hall. 

The lights literally never go out at Lowry Field. In all the 

technical,sc!:l.Ools, classes are held in three shifts every day of the week, 

and at, almqflt any hour of the day or night one may see marching columns 
~~ 

of men on their way to or from schools or the mess halls. In the various 

schools the day cOhsists of six straight hours of classes and two hours 
" 

of physical conditioning. Students have one day off each week, but these 
, , 

,days ar~ staggered among ,.thevarious classes to prevent week-,end c9ngE)S'-

tion in downtown Denver , as well as to assure maxinrum use of' all equipment 

and classrooms. The Photog~aphy School trains men as laboratory techni­

ciansand prepares them f.or tr'aining as aerial photographers." The new 

photography course, which is attended by both officers, and enlisted men, 

is an advanced school involving learning to compile maps and charts from 

aerial photographs . Maintenance of the bombsight is taught in the Armament 

School. Training men to maintain the bomber turrets is the job of one of 

the ,technical schools here. 

The inspection party arrived at the main gate of the Fitzsimons 

General Hospital at 4:30 P.M., after an auto drlve from Lowry Field. "The 

inspection of Fitzsimons General Hospital was limited to a drive around 

the hospital grounds . The Pres·ident did not enter the main building and 

visit the patients there as originally planned; On entering the grounds, 

honors to' the President were rendered by a battalion of troops and the 
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,ORIGINAL Rt;TIRED FOR ~E~ERvATtqf:.4' 

hospital band. hhile stopped'lor honors, Brigadier General Cmar H. Quade, 

Commanding General of the Hospital, joined the President in his car to 

accompany him on his insJ?ection tour of the hospital grounds. Th~ party 

drove past the great main building, around the grounds, through streets, 

lined with patients and nurses, past the smaller bui,ldings of the hospital' 

group. The President paused for a few moments in front of the new main 

building to chat with Generals Uhle and Quade and With some of the patients. ! 

\i~ Fitzsimons General Hospital is a 3,400 bed general hospital, 
';;; 

operated by the Army, v?-th personnel inclu~ing. 250 commissioned doctors, 

300 nurses, 1,300 permanent enlisted attendants, 1,400 civilian employees, 

, 2,600 patients, and 4,000 enlisted students in technical medical schools. 

Ehsign James L. Learson, who formerly served as chief yeoman' in the Naval 

Aide's office and whose face was familiar to the President, is a patient 

at Fitzsimons and was among those out t6 greet the President. 

Our party all aboard, the train departed Fitzsimons General 

Hospital at 5:05 P.M., for our next stop at For£Riley, Kansas. 

o 
Easter Sunday 25 Apri,'-

During the night of the 24th-25th we passed through heavy rain-

-storms while enroute from Denver, Colorado, to Fort Riley, Kansas, and it 

was still raining as our train was placed at the Fort Riley siding about 

eight o'clock this morning. However, it soon stopped raining, so that by 

the time the President was to leav,e the train, at 10:30 A.M., the weather 

'was clear and promising. 

The President was met at the trainside by Governor Andrew 

- S'cho~pel of Kansas, and Brigadier General Rufus R. Ramey, Commandant of 
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the Cavalry School, and Colonel w. R. Irvin, Post COrmilander.Riding with· 

the President were Governor Schoeppel and Brigadier General Ramey. 

The inspection party proceeded out of the compound in Whi.ch our 

train was parked, and just outside this compound was met by an honores-' 

cort of mounted cavalry; Honors were rendered by this troop and the post 

band; then the troop took station ahead of the lead car t'o escort us to . 

the amphitheatre, where the Easter Service was to be held. We proceeded 

through t~e post, past the main hospital building, the officers I quarters 

and the administration building (all these buildings were of sturdy grey 

stone) to the, hUge natural amphitheatre, where the President and his party 

joined some 15, 000 officers, enlisted men and WAACs' (including several 

officers of the Chinese Army - students here at Fort Riley ) for observ .... ' 

ance· of Easter Services. The services·were conducted by Chaplain D. E. 
Q 

Earn:hardt, U.S~A~,. assisted by Chaplains M.· F. Arnold and J.L. Holcomb, 

U.S .A. The musical p~ogram featured songs by a choir composed of officer 

candidates from'the Military Police Replacement Training Center and a 

vocal solo by Private Carl An,derson (colored), which w8I3 the outstanding 

number on .theprogram. ~~ prelude and postlude were by the Ninth Armored 

Band, under .the ,direction of :WarI!ant. Officer J. E. Davis. 

After the services, the President and his party motored to nearby 

Camp Forsyth t~ visit, first, the Cavalry Replac'ement Training' center 
I 

( ~ . 

(Brigactier General R. W. strong, Commanding), and th~n, the Military 

Police Replacement Training Center (Colonel Ralph Wiltamuth, Commanding). 

Throughout C~p Forsyth, as well as at Camp Funston visited later, the 

streets were lined with officers and tr'o'ops out to welcome· their Chief. 

From Camp Forsyth our ro~te took us back through Fort Riley 

- '42 -

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 7
; F

ol
de

r=
 L

og
s 

of
 th

e 
P

re
si

de
nt

's
 T

rip
s:

 In
sp

ec
tio

n 
To

ur
, A

pr
il 

13
-2

9,
 1

94
3



F
O

R
T

 R
IL

E
Y

, 
K

A
N

SA
S 

-
T

H
E

 P
R

E
SI

D
E

N
;r

 
SM

IL
E

S 
A

PP
R

E
C

IA
T

IV
E

L
Y

 F
O

R
 A

 S
O

L
D

IE
R

'S
 G

IF
T

. 

o <D
 

C5
 

Z
 

:>
 

r :n
 

.. 
-m

 
-c

 
55

 
m

 
o '7

l 
O

. 
:n

 
.J

 
m

 
.m

 
m

 
~
 

~
 

15
 

4
: 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 7
; F

ol
de

r=
 L

og
s 

of
 th

e 
P

re
si

de
nt

's
 T

rip
s:

 In
sp

ec
tio

n 
To

ur
, A

pr
il 

13
-2

9,
 1

94
3



I 
r 
1-

" 

I," 

1·,­

I· . 

I -.' \ 
I I 

1"',-. 

I" . 

" . \ '. ,':, t' " . 

. ORIGINAL Rt;TIAEO FOA PAe~eAVA,.tq~ 
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proper and then to Camp Funston (Major. General John R. Leonard, Command-

ing) ,the home of the Ninth Armored Division,for a look at their personnel 

and equipment; 

There are approximately 30,000 troops stationed here in th~ 

Fort Riley area and it seemed that all were out for the President's in-

spection. They presented a fine appearance for their Commander-in-Chief. , 

The cavalry officer's uniform is a very natty and. attractive garb. 

'\~ The inspection of Camp Funston"l completed the scheduled tour qf 

the post and the party next went to the Cavalry" School Club,/wtierethe 

President and male members of his party had a very enjoyable lunch with 

-
Major General Leonard, Brigadier Generals Ramey and Strong and about 400 

other officers and officer candidates from the- Cava..J.rY School. The lunch 

menu consisted of lettuce and . tomato salad, cream of tomato soup, Swiss 

steak, mashed potatoes, green peas, coffee, ice. cream and chocolate cake, 

cigars and cigarettes. During the course of the meal we were favored With 

music by the very fine post orchestra. Among the numbers played were 

"Easter Parade" and "Home on the Range. II The latter number was repeated 

(by request) with vocal refrain. (Secretary McIntyre ~as noted humming 

this tune both times, so we have a good idea who did the requesting·.) 

After lun.ch the President was' in,troduced, to the officers and men present 

by Brigadier General Ramey and responded as follows: 

"Gentlemen: It seems to me that you have a 
very happy 'Home bn the Range' here. I have been 
going to a good marty camps in different parts of the 
country and I think it might interest you if I were to 
tell you of my first impression. I went through the 
country and to a great many camps last September, a 
s·lightly different route from this one. It seems to 
me that I see in you that intangible thing - a very 
definite improvement in the past six or seven months. 
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j,.-, 

Improvement that, I think, I can see by looking at 
people - better morale. 

"The ~my has gone through its growing pains 
and today the Army is a grown-up unit. You who are 
here will go to all kinds of service and I hope you 
will get into the fight, because we've made a good be-
ginning in many parts of the world. I have been to 
some of them and I find that among the units that have 
gone out to the South Pacific and to North Africa, 
there is the same kind of development that is taking 
place here back home. When I w~s in the other branch 
of the service, the Navy - you know I was in" the Navy 
once '- we called it 'happy ship.' A ship that is a 

\\happy ship is an efficient ship. Today the ~my is a 
"happy army, therefore, an efficient army. 

HIt has been a great privilege to have been 
here on Easter Sunday with' all of you. I wish I could 
see each one of our posts because I learn something 
from each of the camps that I visit. So, I will go 
away with that ~ression in general and in particular 
about Fort Riley, one of the oldest military estab­
lishments in the United States. It goes back here to 
a long line of officers, many of them you know about;. 

. many who have made good in the history of our country. 
I kno'/( that you are going to carryon that tradition. 
I am glad to have been here. Good luck to you aiL" 

/ 

The ladies in the President's party had lunch with Mrs. Ramey, 

wife of the CoInmanding General of the Cavalry School. 

From, the lunch the party returned directly to·the train, arriv-

ing at 2:15P.M. on the return trip, the President was escorted from the 

Club to the train by an honor battalion of motorized cavalry. 

At the train the President was presented with a beautiful wooden 

name plate for his desk by Sergeant A. C. Green (of Brownfield, Texas). 

Sergeant Green told the President that his grandfather had had the pleas:-

ure of presenting President Woodrow Wilson with a similar name plate and 

that he was carrying on a cheri,shed family tradition in presenting his. 

The President then entrained and spent the remainder of the 
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afternoon signing official mail, which had .arrived this morning, and rest­

ing. For the last half hour here, the President and his immediate party 

(including Fala) gathered on the rear platform of his car and were enter-

·tained by the music of the Fort Riley band and by the massing of colors of 

the post. Our train pulled out promptly at 6:00 P.M. and just as we were 

pulling away, the post band broke into the sentimental strains of "Auld 

Lang Syne." Fort Riley had taken the President right into their hearts 

and all t~e men here hated to see their Conmander-in-Chief leave their post. 

Fort Riley is the home of the Cavalry School, the Cavalry Re­

placement Training Center, the Military Pc>lice Replacement Center, the 

29th Cavalry Regiment (mounted and mechanized), and the· Ninth Armored 

Division. It is one of our oldest military posts, dating back to 1852. 

The buildings of the fort proper are all of fine stone construction. The 

Ogden Monument, located within ~ts confines, marks thegeographical center 

of .the United @tates. The stone building which housed' the first Kansas 

territorial legislature is still standing near Camp Funston. 

The history of Fort Riley 'reveals that such famous officers as 

General Custer, General Douglas MacArthur,Lieutenant General George S. 

Patton, and Lieutenant General J.' M. Wainwright were at one time or an-

other on ~uty, or under instruction, here. 

Mond5Y 26 April 

Our train arrived at the Glenn L. Martin Company Nebraska Plant, 

ten miles south of Cmaha, at 10 :30 A.M., after a six-hour lay-over (1 :30 

A.M . .to 7:30 A..M.) at Valparaiso, Nebraska, this morning. The, train was 

brought into the lower level of the main building (the loading dock) of 
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/ 

,the plant to facilitate disembarkation. ' 

Th~ President and party detrained promptly on arrival and he, was 

met at the trainside by Governor Dwight Griswold .of Nebraska; Mr. Glenn L. 

Martin; Mr. G. T • Willey, Vice President and General Manager; and Major 

B. H. Warner, P;rmy Air Forces Resident Repres~ntative. Governor Griswold, 

Mr. Martin' and Mr. Willey rode with the President during his inspection 

of the plant. 

T~e party drove through the lower level of the maih building to 

witness the fabrication of small parts and sub-assembly section; then to 

the upper level of the main building (main assemblysection); then to the 
, \ . 

camouflage shop; past the hangars; and to the modification plant. The 

President saw the B-26C (Marauder) medium, twin-motor" bomber in various 

. stages of. assembly, being camouflaged, ground tested, and undergoing modi­
( 

fication to include latest improvements 'and alterations before delivery to 

. the Army. The:&-26 is armed with twelve .50 caliber machine guns. Several 

B-26 t s, ready for delivery , were em the field - pilot and crew aboard -

waiting to take 'Off for.PXmy fields and actual service. 

From t~e modification plant the party returned 'to the train-

. side,. ' The. President chatted here for a short while with Governor Griswold 

... . ,~:" .' . 

and Mr~Martih before entraining. Our train departed at 11:50 A.M. for 

Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 

The Glenn L. Martin Company Nebraska Plant consists off'our main 

buildings (main assembly plant, camouflage shop, hangar, and modification 

, plant). The plant began operation in January 1942 and is just now reaching 

. 'capacity production. Its present capacity is approximately 110 planes per, , 

month (average assemblies). The plant is government owned and contractor 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATtqt:l 

operated. It is an assembly plant primarily. Planes arrive here in large 

sections (nose, tail, middle section of fuselage, wings and motors) made 

up by the various automotive plants. They are assembled, tested, and, if 

necessary, modified here at Omaha. The modification building accommodates 

34 planes and the average plane requires five d~s to pass through this 

particular section of the plant. 

The Glenn L. Martin Nebraska Plant employs approximately 12,000 

people, l~per cent to 18 per cent of whom are women. It operates on 

three shifts. To provide for expansion and the shift to greater percent­

age of women employees, personnel are trained by the various training 

schools in Omaha and by the l1in-plantl1 training system, where training 

lasts for six weeks and employees are paid while learning the trade. 

Fort Crooks (Motor Transport School) is located adjacent to the 

Glenn L. Martin plant here. 

Tuesdgy 21 April 

(Forenoon) 

Ehroute from Omaha to Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, our train 

laid over at Washington, Missouri, from 3:00 A.M. until 7:30 A.M. At 

Jefferson City, Missouri, where we made an operating stop about midnight, 

we experienced. our first and only difficulty with the N.'my guards who pro­

tected our entire route so well. Here, overzealous guards would not permit 

anyone (including the Secret Service agents guarding the President) to 

leave or board the train. After some discussion between Mr. Wilson, Chief 

-of the -Secret Service, and the Colonel in charge of the guard here, this 

sit~ation was clarified. 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATJqr;.l 

We arrived at beautiful Jefferson Barracks, located on a bluff 

overlooking the majestic Mississippi, at 10:00 A.M. (cwr). On detraining, 
" G 

the President was greeted by Governor Forrest C. Donnell of Missouri; 

Major General Frederick L. Martin, Commanding Second District, PJ:"rrry Air . 

Forces Technical Training Comnand (Gr-ound Forces); and Colonel P. G. Tenney, 

Commanding Officer, Jefferson Barracks. 

Joining the President in his car for the inspection of the post 

were Gove~p.or Donnell, Major General Martin and Colonel Tenney. 

Our visit here was rather short and included only a drive through 

the post to the reviewing stand at the para.de ground, a review, and return 

to the train. The route to and from the parade ground was lined with 

troops, nurses andWAACs, standing shoulder to shoulder. 

At the reviewing stand, after rec~ivinghonors, the President 

reviewed some 15,000 troops of the Air Forces Technical Training Command 

as they passed, led by Lieutenant Colonel Hopkins. The very snappy post 

band (consisting of the combined Ninth and Tenth Division bands - 150 

strong) was outstanding at this review. The quality of its musi? was 

of the highest order and it/ went from one eVolution to another with metic-

ulous precision." Jefferson Barracks can rightfully be proud of its band. 

After the review, the President returned to the train, where he chatted 

with Governor Donriell and Major General Martin for a short while before 

entraining. We departed Jefferson Barracks for Evansville, Indiana, at 

11:10 A.M. 

A representative of the Public Relations Offic& at Jefferson 

Barracks told us that this post was the ol~e·st PJ:"my post west of the 

Mississippi River; that it is now the number one basic training center of 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATlqt:l 

the Army Air Forces Technical Forces (Ground Forces); that the strength 

of the post is approximate~29,000, which includes, in addition to re-

cruits in the ba~ic training center, aviation engineer organizations and 

the Officers Replacement Pool. Robert E. Lee once commanded Jefferson 

Barracks, and U. S. Grant was once on duty here. Grant's home at Jefferson 

Barracks is one of the historical points of interest on the post. 

Tuesder 27 April 

, (Afternoon) 

We arrived at Evansville, Indiana, to find a large crowd gath-

ered at the railroad station and along our troop-lined rou~e out to the 

Republic Plant to see what was coming off. Since leaving Denver the size 

of the crowds of interested citizens had been steadilY increasing, almost 

to a number that would cause us to susp'ect that we might have had an ad-

vance publicity agent. One little'girl in the crowd here was heard to 

remark of the President, when she was told that she could not see him, 
'. 

"I don't care if he is a military secret, I WANT to see him.1I 

·Our train was parked inside -the Republic Aviation Corporation 

Indiana Plant, some ten miles outside Evansville, prompt~ at "5:00 P.M., 

and the President detrained, to be met by Governor Harry F. Schricker of 

Indiana; Major F. A. Dixon, Army Air Forces Resident Representative; and 

the follOwing members of the Republic Aviation Corporation: Mr. Ralph 

Damon, President; Mr. George Meyrer, Vice President and General Manager, 

Indiana Division; and Mr. Mundy Peale, Assistant Vice President, Indiana 

Division. 'G9-vernor Schricker, Mr. Damon and Mr. Meyrer entered the Presi-

dent· 1 s car to accompany him on the inspection of the plant. 

~, 
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. ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIqf:-l 

·The President first visited the main plant, where he witnessed 

the fabrication and assembly of the P-47 (Thunderbolt) fighter. From the 

main building he was taken through the hangar to the edge of the flying 

field, where his car was parked for him to witness a demonstration firing 

of the .50 caliber guns moup-ted in the P-47's. Then he was treated to a 

spectacular flying demonstration of the speed, maneuverability and quick-

climbing ability of three P-47's. It was estimated that these planes 

zoomed o¥e~ the field on their third passing at a speed great~ in excess 

of 500 miles per hour. 

During his tour of the plant the President presented, on behalf 

of the plant management, small models of the P-47 to the following named 

production suggestion award winners, who were also introduced to the Pres-

ident: Fred Miller, Helen B. Willett,George Goumas and Delia Ewers. 

Just ·before leaving the plant to entrain, the President was presented with 
o 

two souvenirs: a·beautiful model of the P-47 by Mrs. Erma Drain (age 46), 

an employee in the electrical asse'mb~ department, and a color photograph , 
. of the P-47 by Jim Toft, a mechanic at the plant. . Mrs. Drain talked with 

the President at some length and told him that she flas two sons in the 

IJirmy Air Forces, one of' whom (a bombardier in a F~ing Fortress) is now a 

prisoner of war in 'Germany. She asked the President if he thought her son 

was going to be all right there. The President told her that he thought 
\ 

he would be all right there, but he wouldn't say the same about Japan. 
I 

Mrs. Drain then told the President.. she felt much better about her son's 

safety now that she had his assurance and that if she wasn't tao excited 

over meeting;him tod~; she might be able to sleep tonight for the first 

t~e ir}. a long time. 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESEAVATtqli4 

At the request of Miss Kathleen Frissey, an attractive plant 

hostess, the President signed the plant guest register before he left the 

main building for his train. 

After returning to the trainside, the President chatted with 

the Governor and the plant officials for about 15 minutes before boarding 

the train. At 6:10 P.M. we departed the Republic Aviation Corporation 

for Fort Knox, Kentucky. 
::l 

~The Evansville Plant of the Republic Aviation Corporation is 

government owned and contractor operated. This plant operates· on two ten­

hour shifts • The ground was broken for this plant on 7 April 1942, and it 

has been in production since October 1942. The construction of the plant 

is not yet complete and production is not yet in full swing, but every 

month so far this plant has equalled or exceeded the schedules assigned. it 

by the Army and the War Production Board. Forty per cent of its workers 

are women,and this ratio is increasing rapidly. Less than three per cent 

of the workers here have had previous aircraft experience, while the other 

personnel are products of the company's training school. 

The airplanes built here, Republic P-47 Thunderbolts, have been 

~termed by Army Air Forces officials as the fastest and most powerful 

fighting airplanes today. Some Thunderbolts are now in operation in one 

of the war theatres. The Thunderbolt is powered by a 2,000 horsepower 

Pratt and 'Whitney radial engine, with a. turbo-supercharger, which puts the 

Thunderbolt in the 400 miles-per-hour class. While heavy for a fighter 

(13,500 pounds) becaus e of its armor, it is highly maneuver able, parti cu­

larly at high altitudes. It is a one-place airplane and the pilot can, by 

. concentrating his eight .50 caliber guns, literal~ blow the enemy planes 
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· ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATJqt;.l 

to pieces. The Thunderbolt, early this year (1943), established a new 

dive record - 725 miles per hour. The Thunderbolt is assured of protec-

tion from the en~ through the heavy armor the plane carries. 

While we were enroute from the Republic Plant back to the rail-

road station at Evansville, this region was visited by a very heavy hail-

storm. Pellets as large as one inch in diameter rained for approximately 

ten minutes, c."using considerable damage to glass windows and providing a 

test for the helmets worn by the soldiers guarding our route. 

wednesday 28 April 

The visit to Fort Knox was a fitting finale to the President's 

16-day inspection trip, for here he was given a demonstration of the most 

modern type of warfare - an attack by a reinforced armored battalion. 

we arrived at Fort Knox at 3 :00 A.M., Wednesday, 28 April. 'E'1e 

President left the train at 10:05 A.M., the first President ever to visit 
o 

this armored force station. He was met by Governor' Keen Johnson of 

Kentucky; Lieutenant General Jacob L. Devers, Com~anding General,.United 

States Armored Forces; Brigadier General D. G. Barr, Chief of Staff, Armored 

Forces; Brigadier General C. L. Scott, Commanding General, Armored Force 

Replacement Training Center; Brigadier General Joseph A~ Holly, Commanding 

General, Armored Force School; and Colonel N. R. Briscoe, Post Commander. 

As the inspection began, riding in the car with the President 

were Governor Johnson and Lieutenant General Devers. 

The party proceeded first, through double lines of soldiers and 

WAACs, to the Civic Center, where honors were rendered by a light tank 

company from the Armored Force School and the A.F.R.T.C. band. TI1e gun 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATtqlll 

salute, presented as the President WdS leaving his train, was fired by a 

battery of the 87th Field Artillery (105mm self-propelled howitzers). 

The party then continued to tour the Armored Force Replacement 

Training Center, passing groups of troops engaged in normal training ac-. 

tivities. For the inspection of this Center, the President was joined 

in his car by Brigadier General C. L. Scott. This is the basic training 

center for the Armored Force, and here the President saw recruits being 
.;;~ '. 

taught how to fire every weapon - the revolver, .50 caliber machine gun, 

Thompson sub-machine gun, rifle, 37mrn gun and 75mm gun; how to operate and 

maintain every type of vehicle - the peep, jeep, half-track and light and 

medium tank; rudimentary military drill; drill by hand signals; first aid 

and carrying the wounded; infantry tactics; grenade throwing; use of the 

flame thrower; and obstacle course training. At the end of 13 weeks of 

intensive training in this Center the recruit will have been developed 

into a first-rate fighting man. Realism in training that will fit and 

prepare the soldier for the reality of battle is emphasized here. In the 

final week here, the soldier goes to the Battle Training Station, where, 

for six d~s, he lives in the field just as he would in actual combat. He 

shoots, drives and takes care of himself. 

From the Replacement Training Center we moved on to the Armored 

Force School. Here, Brigadier General Scott left the President's car and 

Brigadier General J. A. Holly joine~ the President. 

In his tour of the Armored Force School the President drove 

. through tank shops and wheeled-vehicle repair shops; he passed by motor 

blocks,class rooms and other buildings in which students were at work. 

The Armored Force School here is one of the largest educational institutions 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATIq~ 

in the world. It embraces more than 500 buildings. The faculty alone 

numbers 250 officers and 1,950 enlisted men. Annually, it turns out sev-

eral times more graduates than do the largest civilian universities. The 

school's two indoor gunnery ranges are said to be the largest of their 

kind in the world, its motorcycle department is the largest motorcycle 

mechanics' school in the United states, its communication department ranks 

with the Signal Corps school itself, and its clerical department could ab-

sorb seve~al civilian business colleges. In addition to these, there are 
.~ r 

the tank, wheeled-vehicle, gunnery, tactics and teacher training depart-

ments and the Officer Candidate School, which makes new second lieutenants 

out of enlisted men in three months. 

Next on the program here for the President was the "Fire Power 

Ex:ercise." For this demonstration the party was driven some two miles 

from the Civic Center area to Observatiori Post #6, situated atop a hill 

overlooking avast practice "battleground." 

Before the start of the fire power exercise we were treated to 

an armored force show. Brought before the President's car and described 

in detail as to fire power, motive power and the duties of members of the 

crew, was one of each of the following: a new shaft-driven motorcycle, a 

peep (called a jeep in all other services), a quarter-ton amphibian jeep, 

an armored scout car, an 1:'1-8 armored car, a 37mm anti-tank gun carrier 

(37mm gun mounted on a peep), an M-4 half-track 8J..mm gun carrier, an M-5 . 

light tank, an M-4 medium tank, an M-7 105mm self-prop'elled howitzer, 

an M-8 75mm self-propelled assault howitzer, and an M-IO tank destroyer 

(mounting a three-inch gun). These weapons were of the type that par-

ticipated in the exercise that followed, and of the type now being used· 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FORPAESEAVATJqI';-l 

by our forces in North Africa. It was indeed a timely and interesting 

demonstration. 
" 

Now came what was perhaps the most interesting show of the Pres-

ident's entire inspection tour - an attack by an armored force composed of 

all the essential types and services. Service ammunition was used and 

much of this ammunition, including the big 105mm projectiles, was fired 

over the heads of the personnel participating in the exercise. This exer-
·;l 

cise demonstrated the particular use of the several different types of 

armored equipment, how one type is supported by another, and how their use 

must be coordinated to obtain the best results. Some 700 men and more 

than 100 vehicles took part. The exercise was described and narrated as 

it progressed by First Lieutenpnt Tharpe, U.S .A. At the conclusion, the 

President was presented with a model M-4 medium tank by M~ter Sergeant 

I. H. Howitz (of Brooklyn, New York). Sergeant Howitz is known as the 

dean of the Armored Force School tank department. He claims he has ridden 

the mechanical monsters more miles th~ any living· American - 25,000 

miles, if not more. He has been in the tank service since M~ 1919 - for 

23 years. 

From Observation Post #6 the party proceeded to the Bullion 

Depository. The President and some members of his party spent approxi-. 

mately 20 minutes here, being shown the gold and how it is stored and 

cared for. Part of the gold stored here has been in the depository since 

January 1937, when the building was first opened. The gold bars stored 

here are carefully weighed on a huge but extremely accurate scale and are 

stored within the central vault. The inner vault is closed by a 36-ton 

door, which, except for a smaller escape door opening only from the 
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ORIGINAL RETIRED FOR PRESERVATlq~ 

inside is the only break :in its' walls. No guards are visible to the casual 

pas~erby; nevertheless the guards are there, in ample numbers and ade-

quately trained to protect the 80 per cent of the world's gold bullion 

supply entrusted to their care. These guards, trusted employees of the 

United States Treasury., must qualify ,tric·e ye,arly" .. With ,pis;tol" ra.a.chine gun 

and riot ~1l1. The depository building contains one of the best indoor 

ranges in the nation. Few people have seen the depository building at 

closer r~ge than 300 yards, it is so well guarded. 

From the gold depository the President returned to his train, 

passing the honor tank company and band enroute and pausing momentarily 

for departure honors. 

The President sat in nis car for a short while at the train-

side, chatting with Governor Johnson and Lieutenant General Devers before 

entraining. 

At 12:35 P.M., our train pulled out of Fort Knox for Louisville 

and the overnight haul to Washington and home. 

The weather for our visit here was perfect, but once again the 

President was thanked for bringing good weather with him, as we were in­

formed that for the several d~s immediately preceding his inspection the 

weather at Fort Knox had been quite disagreeable. 

The follo'Y!ing items of interest concerning Fort .Kn,ox were fur-

nished us by the Public Relations Otficer there: 

Although a mere youngster as compared to 
some of the historical Amerioan kr~ posts, Fort Knox 
(named in honor of Major General Henry Knox, Washing­
ton I s artillery'offioer ari'd first Seoretary of War)· 
graduated into the olass of garrisons of major im­
portance when the War Department began to gear up a 
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mechanical force, about 1930. Plans for Camp Knox 
were first considered as far back as 1903. They l~ 
idle until 1914, then to be revived only briefly. The 
site was selected for an artillery range. However, it 
developed that funds were not available, and the proj­
ect was abandoned. Construction was begun :in July 1918, 
however, but the work was only partially completed 
when the Armistice was signed. Therefore, the post 
was not occupied by troops during the first World War. 
Construction continued until 30 June 1919. At that 
time there were accommodations for 22,700 men. 

With the reduction of the Army in 1921 and 
1922, it was found necessary to suspend the camp as 
a permanent post. It was, however, retained as the 
training center for the Fifth Corps Area. By Execu­
tive Order of the President, the camp was designated 
a national forest in 1925. For two years the post was 
in the hands of civilian caretakers • The national 
forest was terminated in 1928 by Executive Order, and 
two companies of infantry were ordered to the camp as 
a permanent garrison. 

THE ARMORED FORCE 

The development of mechanized cavalry at 
Fort Knox got well under way in January 1933, when 
General (then Colonel) VanVoorhis took a convoy to 
Marfa, Texas, and there took command of the First 
Cavalry, which for 100 years had been a horse regi~ 
ment, and returned it to Fort Knox. This regiment was 
joined by a detachment of approximately 150 men from 
Fort Eustis, Virginia, to form the nucleus of the new 
mechanized cavalry command. By December 1937, there 
were 137 officers and 2,717 enlisted men stationed at 
Fort Knox. It was made a permanent garrison in 1932, 
and its name was changed from Camp Knox to Fort Knox. 

When the Armored F6rce was organized at Fort 
Knox in 1940 there were 864 buildings on the post. 
Since the expansion began in November 1940, new build­
ings have been constructed at the rate of about 160 a 
month. Fort Knox covers more than 100;000 acres and 
is one of the largest Army posts in the nation. 

In addition to the various Armored Force and 
Air Forces units stationed here, there is the 1550th 
Service Unit, which does the "housekeeping" for the 
post, thereby relieving the tactical organizations of 
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these duties and allowing them more time for training. 
Divisions of the Service Unit include Headquarters 
Company, quartermasters (white and colored), mili­
tary police (white and colored), ordnance, chemical 
warfare, and the HAACs. Several hundred civilian 
employees also aid in running the station. 

Armored force divisions are composed of 
fully mechanized tank units, armored infantry, self­
propelled artillery, armored engineers and other 
essential services, such as signal, medical, ordnance 
and quartermaster units. Fort Knox is the headquar­
ters of our Armored Force. 

, Although the manpower of one of these ar­
mored force divisions is only appr9ximately equal 
to that of a triangular division, the fire power is 
eleven times as great as that of the infantry organ­
ization. In an armored division there are more guns 
than there are officers and enlisted men. These" dev­
astating divisions are created for offensive warfare 
only, and their mission is to penetrate or encircle 
the enemy's lines, to create chaos and to destroy the 
enemy's communications. 

The men of the Armored Force are known as 
Armoraiders. They are among the best trained and 

"best disciplined troops in the American Army. Their 
"esprit de corps!! is unsurpassed and in battle they 
have proved themselves unequalled in toughness and 
fighting qualities. Their weapons and vehicles are 
the best on any battlefield today. 

Two years after the first selectees arrived 
for basic training, the Armored Force Replacement 
Training Center here had produced over 100,000 quali­
fied tankmen for our armored divisions. Approximately 
15,000 men enter and graduate from the Armored Force 
Replacement Training Center every three months,. having 
completed their basic training. Men displaying excep­
tional abilities during their basic training period 
are immediately enrolled in classes at the Armored 
Force School for additional instruction. The Armored 
Force School trains the thousands of specialized tech­
nicians needed for the hard-hitting, fast-forming 
divisions and separate battalions of the Armored Force. 
Armored Force soldiers and their equipment have been 
thoroughly tested under every type of climatic con­
ditions. 
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'll1ursd& 29 April 

After a very bumpy ride from Cincinnati f our train arrived at 

Washington, D.C., at 9:50 A.M. tod~. 'll1e President disembarked at 10:00 

A.M. His second inspection tour of military posts, naval stations and 

war plants - embracing 20 different states and the Republic of Mexico -

,had been made int.o history. 

Respectfully submitted, 

.dYt~%.~, 
William. M. Rigdon, ' 

Ship I S Clerk, U.S. N 

Approved: 

~~n rown, 
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy, 

Naval Aide to tne President. 
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