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VINCENT ASTOR
MO 23 WEST 26THSTREET

2 / n .
- ﬂ/ﬁ;# oA May 5rd, /ﬁ 23

Dear Miss LeHand:

Here is what may be one of the world's worst radios, but
nevertheless it is portable, and I only hope that you may find that it works
well enough. You certeinly will not owe me any expressions of thanks, for
last Christmas I was given not only this one, but two identical ones besides,
end, after all, three radios of the same sort are a bit too much for any onel

In order to make it work, you must first, of course, open the
traveling case, take ont the set, and then withdraw the aerial, which I have
rather untidily coiled up in its interior. For the best results, this mist be
hung out of doors; hence, the nearer the set is kept to a window, the more the

. aeriel will be exposed to "clear air", and the less badly the whole business
will work. The power line, as you will see, is 2lso tucked away in another
pocket in the back, and this too you must pull out, and nlug into an electric
light socket. I don't know whether the White House current is direct or alter-
nating. The set works on either, but if it happens to be "alternating", and
nothing happens after you have given the tubes about half a minute to warm up,
then you will have to change the current plur seo that the contacts are reversed

ae they go into the socket. If after this, not a sound comes forth, I can only

hope that you will throw the whole shebang at Cus's head, and not get cross at

ME «




Mey 5rd, 1935.

Hone=tly, I don't own a bit of =tock in the Compamy that

made the thing.

Yours sincerely,
/
M@ -

——
Miss Marguerite LeHand, e 5 =
The White House, M -“-"-4-{ 'ﬁ‘-‘

\ Washingten, D. C.

VA:SW
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Yours,
VA:SW a

VINCENT ASTOR
N® 23 WEST 28TH STREET

20 /
. }ewr%r 4 . September 8th, /7 33.
[

Dear Missy:

As you will discover from the enclosed, lary Elizabeth,
poor darling, has fallen deeply in love. The trouble with the darned
plot is that I kmow so little aebout Louis' habits this summer - where 1
he has been, etc. - and hence cannot add realistic effects. If any
good leads occur to you, you might drop me & line. Anne said that she
would help. Of course, if, by any conceivable chance, the poor recipient
of these love missives should get really annoyed, worried, or upset, | [
for goodness' sake, let me knmow gquickly mnd I will kmoeck Mary Elizsbeth

end her correspondence on the head,

PS. = Would a htt{:;uund in long=hand writing, coma directly to

you, without beins uﬁanaﬂ downstairs? Louls may some dsy ask to see the
envelope, in order to examine the postmarik, end it seams to me that ym

would be in difficulties 1f you had nothing to show. It certainly would

be better if Mary Elizabeth in Tuture could just send her letters on

through you in her own neat writing. "/—: e ‘
e —— .

Miss Marguerite A, Leiland,
The White [ouse,
¥ashineton, D, C, ’
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23 West TWENTY-s5I1XTH STREET

October 26th, 79 33,

tenant

g - tary to
i ::':7 M landlord
-~
,A/ __é_“‘_" é P is tenants.
._-1EEE:q¢f:;-' ; et
A/ %ﬂ - rwarded

eciate

%7 gy w%‘::y ithnne
% e, o e

Lways

e e I 1w,

VA:SW a .

Miss Marguerite LeHand,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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VINCENT ASTOR
N® 23 WEST 26THSTREET

N2 Y -
B k"ff' %f/ , October 26th, 77 3s.
g

Dear Missy:

In a White House envelope, I have received a
copy of a telegram sent to the President, from a tenant
of mine, which is rather astonishingly complimentary to
me. You see, it is surprising when a poor old landlord
hears something nice about himself from one of his tenants.
As a rule, it is thoroughly the other way. Anyway, I
assume that it was you who, in your kindness, forwarded
it to me, and I want you to know how much I appreciate
your thoughtfulness.

I have been so busy of late, what with one
thing or another, that I am afraid that poor, dear Mary
Elizabeth has gotten a bit sidetracked. I am always
meaning to again start up her correspondence, and I will,
too, one of these days soon.

Yours sincerely,
.;f’féi#1
VA:SW . {;E? -
Se——

Migs Marguerite LeHand,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE yaov o
J =
J £ F]-'ﬂ ﬂ Z SIGNS
N RN o :
This is a full-rate NM = Night Mes=age
| Te.l:gnuzl or Eahc}la- NL = Night Letrer
unless its de-
erred character is in- LCO = Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitable NLT = Cable Night Leteer |
sign above or preced- : WLT = Wek Fad ]
ing the address. Bt : i -
A\ r HEWCOMB CARLTON, pnnm:nf J.Cc, WILLEVER, IRET w:z-rnl.mnt:-r : |
The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and doy letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is ETANDARD TIME,
Recewed at 708 14th St., N. W. Washington, D. C. 923 SEP 8 AM 10 52
NCZ3 33 DL=V NEWYORK NY 8 10284 MINUTES [N TRANSIT
| JC -:J J J J _. L J — 3 ' FULL-RATE DAY LETTER
- . = L- i lI'_"'| —
T'.',.IEE I.ARCU EF{ITE L'_H}r!'q..u

‘THE WHITE HOUSE WASHDC= | o

| TDUR BROTHER MAY HAVE HARD JOZ‘ Ll
I COI UFI'IEHT N EILHBORHOOD
NOOM MOI Df-‘ﬂ’ P\[*lD 1.'.'ILL

DDLLhR PxPF\F{T EUT l|
YOU ASK HIH TD SEE ME AT “Y OFFICL

50 MY BEST=
= VINCENT ASTOR

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE -~

- e e —— — —_——

_E—_ﬂr_t——
Offices in order to sasr ”G{}Dd morning" to :,rnu ami Graca, and alm::-s‘r; ran into

the whole darn press conference, so I scutitled out again; obviously arousing
the suspicions of those multitudinous guards. ‘
Give my love to Mrs. von Ealtenborn; that is, if you don't

think it would make Hans too jealous. I rather suspect that he is inclined ‘

that way.
Yours,
/ : H
VA:SW
Enc. — — e

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,
Washington, Ds Ce.
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VINCENT ASTOR
MO 23 WEST 28THSTREET

{,.v"_
M%}é January 32lst, A9 35,

Dear Missy:

Here is a cigarette case lighter just like mine. I hope that
the sémirer for wham it is intended is nice, and that I'd approve.

The lighter is now dry, and before it can be used will need a
drink of either benzine or high-test gasoline; for the shop had none, and
neither have I any here. The filling cap for this purpose is on the oatside
of the case on the lighter end. When the flint requires replacing, it is
dane by unscrewing the cap on the inside of the cigarette case, withdrawing
the small spring that will be found inside, and then inserting the flint.
After that, of course, you replace the spring and screw the cap on tightly.
This explanation is a lot more complicated than the actual perfarmance.

Yesterday, before leaving, I sneaked over to the Executive
Offices in order to say "Good morning" to you and Crace, and almost ran into
the whole darn press conference, so I seuttled out again; obviously arocusing
the suspicions of those multitudinous guards.
Give my love to Mrs. von Ealtemborn; that is, if you don't

think it would make Hans too jealous. I rather suspect that he is inelined

that way.
Yours,
/ ’
VA:SW
Enc. = —

Misa Marguerite A. LeHand,
Washington, Do Co
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VINCENT ASTOR
NO 23 WEST 28THSTREET

LMHDW February 7th, {9 25,

Dear Missy:

Having read Brisbane's "Today" column in this morning's
New York American, I am left in no doubt as to his having stopped off
in Washington. As usual, it is a rambling piece of writing, but about
as eulogistic of the President as anything that I have ever read.
Yesterday Coblentz had me come to see him, and I am hoping for the chance
to tell the President of that conversation, which was both interesting
and enlightening.

Saturday I sm teking the train which is due in Washington
at 3 P.M., but please don't, in your kindness, have me met. I rather
enjoy those twenty-cent taxis, and then, too, I would much prefer know-
ing that a possibly delayed trein was not resulting in a car and chauffeur
being kept waiting.

Your friend Neily has written the most ridiculous book, &
copy of which I would send you, were it not such a waste of money. The
thing is called, "Farewell to Fifth Avemue". Actually, it would seem
that Fifth Avenue - and for that matter, any other locality not entirely
populeted by morons - might well say farewell to Neil.

Hens von K. has been off the air, as far as I can discover,
for weeks, and that seems just too bad. I suppose the love bug has bitten

him, all of which only goes to show the damage that hard-hearted ladies




Féb ruary 7th, 1935.

like Grace, and maybe you too, can do. It's terrible.

Speaking of ladies, I have quite a complaint myself. This
time last week I wes entertaining certein very specisl expectatioms, and
now find myself submerged in growing doubts and dismay, due, you realize,
entirely to the inefficiency of the White House secretariat in general,
and you in particular. As you well lkmow, a charming and perhaps over-modest
and retiring young lady made certain advances to me; she depending, no doubt,
on you and your good offices to develop matters. You enclosed some charming
though elusive pictures in en envelope. These were handed to me in the most
impressive fashion, and then - so far as I can make out - you proceeded to
let the entire matter drop. And there it all still stands, - very low, to-
gether with my hopes. It really is deplorable.

If the President has not already seen the enclosed, it will
perheps give him a laugh. You might tell him,though, that in sending this,
I em NOT representing H. Williems.

Any comments that I made concerning the rambling nature of
Brisbane's literary efforts no longer come suitably from me, for this letter
certainly tekes a prize at that sort of thing.

Yours,
W

Enc.

Miss Marguerite A, LeHand,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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November 14, 1935

Dear Vincent:

I em sure you thought I would forget
end I think myself it is quite marvelous that I
didn't. However, everything ies set for lMonday

evening, so you mey arrive in Weshington free and
unanuumﬁnrud. Incidentally, I will even have you

met at 2:35.

Very, very stupidly, 1 gave the literary
masterpiece of Edna St. Vincent Millay to Roy when
he was on his way to Lyon Bay to see you. I must
admit that by thie time I should know enough about

the forgetting quelities of you gentlemen to take
no such risk. However, I have mow checked up with

him and if he has not yet given it to you, may I
suggest that Miss Ward telephone him and give him
nghat for" roundly. I really em sorry that I did
not deliver it %o you personally.

I look forward to seeing you on Monday
evening.

As ever,

Vincent Astor, Eeq.,
23 West 26th Street,
New York, N, Y.

WESHINZTon, U. GTe




VINCENT ASTOR
N2 23 WEST 26" STREET

.ﬁé)ﬁp‘"’% November 7th, /A% 35.

Dear lMissy:

As you may remember, the President instructed me
to arrangze to come to Tashington with Mr. Harriman and Mr. Adams,
to see him at the "hite House at 5 P.l. on Monday, November 18th.
This I have done, and we shall arrive on the train which is due 1in

Washington at 2:35 P.M., which 1s nearest to the time that the

President selected.

Very, very stupidly, I left with you that literary
mesterpiece by liiss Edna St. Fincant'Millay, in which she gives
her real opinion of my pnur-Hatél. It is one of my most precious
possessions, so will you please send it to me, as I shall be

heartbroken if it becomes lost. Agaln, as you can See, I have

heen%trnuhlei?—-m .
| Yours,

VA :SW

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,
The White House,
WEEhinE’GGn, De e

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Margurite ("Missy") LeHand Papers
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VINCENT ASTOR
N© 23 WEST 26THSTREET

';f}f;é December Elat,-'}(ﬁ 5O

Dear Missy:

I reelly and honmestly think that you are a genius. I
may heve suspected it in the past, but now I know it for a fact.
Your idea of a cellerette on wheels honestly was & piece of

brillient mental gymnasties. At all evemts, that is the way I

feel about it, and & perfectly beesutiful apparatus, replete with
gll kinds of contrivances, is now en route. The storage room for
bottles is in the end. I only hope that the whole business does

not arrive 211 busted up.

In ebout a minute now I em off for Bermuda again, and
I have not & Christmas present for you either, You will some day
get one, but not until you have come up here, and I have seen you,
end you have told me what you want. That, you see, IS both &

threat and a pramise.

Yours,

VA:SW m

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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VINCENT ASTOR
NS 23 WEST 28 STREET

‘/’égy% February 19th, #Z 37.

Dear Missy:

Thankg a lot for sending me the
rather odd loo hook. If it meets with any
] extraordinery success, I will send you a radio

almost instantly.

I am off tomorrow. Please give the
President my best, and tell him that I will be
thinking of him and missing him aboard the ship.

Yours,
/ -

VA=SN x
Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,

The White House,
Wﬂ.ﬂhing‘h:n, De Ce
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VINCENT ASTOR
NS 23 WEST 28" STREET

A’A‘*J ., May l4th, 79 s0.

Dear lissy:
Please lmmediately arrenge for the admission to the United States of
the following:

Mrs. Else Fehring Norden, wife of Carl Norden, who was bormn
e Swiss, but is married to a citizen of the Netherlands.

Mrs. Febring, Norden's mother-in-law. I do not know her
nationality, nor her first name, but I intend to ascer-
tain this information.

The Norden's daughter, Elsbeth Wegmann, who is an Americ 9"-')
citizen, and her child, Fritz Wegmani o 1s eén

months old, snd 1is, of course, also an American citizen.

With the idea of not bothering you, I attempted to arrange this with the Department
of Labor, through the FBI, but was told that this would result in a mile of red
tape, and consequent weeks of delay. There must be no delay whatsoever.

Here is whet this is all about: The ske :ches that Norden had in his
possession referred apparently to an instrument which is knownas the CoB.S., and
is the most confidential military instrument now under development that this coun-
try has. Norden also took with him a memorandum described as some forty pages
long, which dealt with & bomdb sight. In a silly effort at secrecy, some pages
had been left at home, but this document is deseribed as undoubtedly dangerously
informative. This information has come to me through Norden's partner, with whom
I had a long talk yesterday. He is deeply worried, and everlastingly grateful
that the sketches, and, he hopes, the memoranda, were destroyed. Norden's perforn-

ance 1in all tid s demonstrates that he 1s not to be trusted in Europe. He must be




May 14th, 1940,

zotten aboard ship, and on his way home, without any loss of time. As a result

of some cable correspondence, I believe I have him prepared to catch the WASHINGTON
leaving Genoa on Saturday, May 18th, provided that these women and the child ean
accompany him. I feel that it 1s of the utmost importance.

Please either telegraph or telephone me the moment that the necesssary
permits have been issued, in order that Izqgable Norden and thereby clinch in his

mind the decision to return at once.

Yours,

1 VA:SW

xS ﬂ-&-—-e '44,.,;;7 b=
Miss Marguerite &% T > S, % o /

The White House,

Washington, D. G&)
Lot Frelen,

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Margurite ("Missy") LeHand Papers
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VINCENT ASTOR |
N9 23 WEST 26"'"STREET |

/l{ﬁ‘;ﬁ%j July 3rd, 79 Lo.

Dear Missy:

The first essential for a "pews" magazine is to
remain impartial, both for ite own good, and that of everyone
concermed. It was therefore with great irritetion thet 1 saw
for the first time, five minutes ago, & caption in the issue
of NEWSWEZE appearing tomorrow, reading: "Voters' Drafting
of Willkie Lilke Shot in the Arm to U.S.". Keedless to say,
this is biaesed and grossly improper. FPlease express my &apolo-
gles. At the sums time ] would like to assure you that I shall

take some fairly drastic action regarding this.

Va:SH A R £ %“-cu_/
e ST
Miss Marguerite A. ,’7““‘4 / D

Hyde Park, New York.

W/“‘“/“g
L, P et
‘A“"'}'M'qéﬁ —_—
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VINCENT ASTOR ¥y
NS 23 WEST 28'F STREET

-_ﬁfzﬁﬁﬂlyiﬁéﬂ.‘, December 26th, #9740

<

Dear Missy:

Here is another one of my letters
to the President, which I would indeed eppreciate
your giving to him at your conveniencs.

With every best wish from Mary and

me for the new year,

Ever yours,

/ - —~
VA :SW /f %/‘é -/“W 5 |

Enc.

ﬂ%Z:E ) “:‘,—1_4£;a: ey .ﬁEE::: Jﬂﬂiﬂhﬂr“ﬂfﬂnh ‘
Miss Marguerite A. LeHand, Z;( ?«‘/‘t i‘-( ‘\*ﬂ).d

The White Houss,

Washington, D. C.
&M %Lm P
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