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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Felix;-

February 14, 1935. 

That w111 be grand to have you and 

WAr10n over the e1ghth of March. Come the day 

before 1t you can. 

I doubt if I shall see you 1n Ce.cbrldge, 

aa I get there at 7 P.». and leave at mldnight -

then to Hyde Park for, I hope, three rull daye 

with no telephone and no Senatore! 

As ever yours, 

Profeeeor Fel1x Frankfurter, 
Law School of Harvard Un1versity. 
Cambridge, 
l4aesachueette. 
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THE WHLT!:: HOUSE 

WASHLNGTON 

llarch 14-, 1939. 

My dear Major Frankfurter:-

Your effort to retire from the 
United States Army at this time of crisis has 
been rejected. 

If instead of consulting tbe 
words of Cicero (a mere talker) to find the motto 
-inter leges arma silent", you had oonsulted the 
famous phrase of Major General Caesar ( a doer), 
lIleges impellent arman, i.e., laws make for war -
you would see that it is more essential than ever 
that you remain in the Army. 

I am enclosing a memorandum 
from the Chief of Staff, which I take it results 
from a three day oonsideration of your case by 
the whole general staff. 

I regret that it ie impossible 
at this moment to consider you for promotion to 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. I am informed 
tbat this will depend somewbat on your oonduot 
during the next iew years. 

If shortly beiore January 20, 
194-1, you will re-submit your request for pro
motion, I shall be glad to act on it one way or 
the other before I retire as Commander-in-Chiei 
of the Army and Navy in favor of Senator Nye. 

With great respeot, 

? 
- / J ""<./;/~ 

Commander-in-

Honorable Felix Frankfurter, 

I am, Sir, 

vd:)" "ri!,,c 
1ef 

Assooiate Justice of the Supreme Court of the U. B. 
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ASsociate Justice of the SUpreme Court of the U. S., 
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1939 • 

• , dear KaJor rr·nkfur'.rl-

T~ eftort to retire fro. ". 
united stat •• A2m7 at this '1 .. of orlata bl
b.en J'.~eo'e4. 

It lnl"ad of oonnl'lag the 
wo:ru of 01011'0 (a .. re 'alker) to f1nd the aotto 
-In'.r leg •• &l ie anlll'·, J'OU bed ooneul.te4 '\be 
f· pe pbr ... at ",or General c..au ( a dol.). 
-lag.' l~.llen' ~·l 1 •••• I ... net, tor p r __ 
1au a ja14 ••• tha' l' • aO%I .... tlal *ben .,ft 
that ,au reaetn In the ,",.,. 

I _ n ol ollD8 a 7Z20rudaa 
tlUs '\hI Oblef or 8h.ft. 1Iblob J ,at. l' ranl'. 
troa a tbr •• 4a.7 00Il814U'atloa d ~.r 0". bJ' 
,be _10 ..... ral .toU. 

. I rlgl." "hat l' 1, l~ •• lbl. 
at tbll zasoD' to onn·14.~ ,OU tor promo'loa to 
\hI nnt of Ltn,,·en' 00lonel. J .. lnfOI •• 1l 
'a' tb,u wt.ll 4",,114 .,.. bat OD ,OlD' aoD4uo' 
during ,be DC.' few yep .... 

U aborU, beron .Jem .7J" 30, 
18". ,au will ZI "ib-I' ,our requa.' tor pro
_'loa, I ,ball be gl&4 to ao' on l' 0111 . ; 7 or 
thl other bafora IratiI'I .. Oo-··ndar-lo-Chl.r 
ot \be .-ay aDd. •• .". 10 ' •• 01' ot Senator B7 •• 

BoDOJ'ab1e ,.11a Frankfurter, 
Assooiate JUstioe ot the Supreme Oourt ot theur. s; 

~------~-------------------------------- . 
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