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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 21, 1935.

Dear Senator Glassg:-

In response to your telephonlc inquiry,
I am very glad to repeat what I told you and geveral
members of your Commlttee last week.

Every actlon of the Administratlion
during the pest two years has been directed, first,
to the objective of ralslng wage scales which, from
the point of view of public interest, were set at
unconecionably low levels; and, secondly, we have
constantly followed the objJective of preventling
reductions in WWpP existing wage scales.

g0 much for that except that I might
add that both of these oblectives are constantly
before us and will continue so to be.

As you are aware, the practical
operation of the princlple of collective bargainlng,
plus the operatlon of the Natlonal Industrlal Recovery
Act, have, in the overwhelming majorlty of cases of
orgenized and unorganlized labor, either ralsed wages
or prevented any reduction in wages.

I object to and deny any aessertion
that the payment of wages to workers now on the rellef
rolle at less than the prevailing rate of wages may,
under some whiwk theory, result 1n a lowering of wages
pald by private employers. I sey this because 1t 1s
an obvious fact - first, that the Federal Government
and every State Government wlll act to prevent
reductions, and, secondly, because publlc opinion
throughout the country will not sustaln reductlons.




" I have enough falth in the country to
believe that practically one hundred per cent of
employers are patrlotic enough to prevent the lower-
ing of wages. In this thought /As,wlill have the full
support of the Government. |

Very sincerely yours,

/ }m&;; 14:._

Honorable Carter Glass,
United States Senate,
Waghington, D. C.






