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Monday. Hyde Park 

Dear Herbert: 

The enclosed draft Is I feel clumsily expressed because 

it comes more deeply rro~ my heart than I can ade1uately express 

on paper. I!'or instance, it isn't nearly strong enou~h about 

wh~t grand things you have ~one these four years - but I thought 

perhaps it was better not to make it too long and to single 

out certain types of things which so clearly are of national 

importance. And the more I look at it from every angle the 

more I am convinoed of the very great importance of your running 

-- importance to the socIal secur! ty of tt.e whole nation in all 

that that implies. 

importance. To do 

is Import!int too. 

And I have not talked of the political 

'"~ so would help - of us, ~t of course that 

If there are any suggestions or amendments you ¥lent to 

suggest, I hope you will tell me so frankly. You ceo telephone 

me - at the '.,'hite House. I go back tonight. And I agree 

with you that the present is better than later. 

I am rested again after that strenuous week, but yester­

day afternoon I was like a limp reg. Hnd I guess you were too. 

Affectionately yours, 

I am taking the liberty of sending this to the mansion by one of 

your troopers. 
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Dear Herbert: 

For some \jeeks and oractically since the close of tb 

York State Legl~latlve aession I have been piving ssnecis 

careful tlought to some mutters of Frave Import~nce to tb 

country tllld especially to the state of New vork . May I r 

to you what I have alrea~y told you that I was deeply dis 

when you stated that you would not ~ain be a candidate fa 

Governor, thou~ at the sa~e time, as you know , I fully 

elate the personal reasons which impelled you to make __ 

, 
PENALTY I"CI'" "''IV'''''' 7 .. 

)EPARTMENT OF STATE 

( 

( \ 
"AY",ENT OF NSi' ... 

oornel!: Of' THe SECftlIT .... V 

WASHINGTON 

I [ 
./ , 

, 
( 

Telegr~B No. 547, Paris; 
No. 549, parisj 
No, 234, Roms. t 

_ ___ A 

, I 

, 

• 
Honorable Rudolph Forster, 

The White House. 

I 

, 
r 

-

I 

\ ) 

t 

If the Dext state administration , therefore , Is in the hands 

of bOy corrupt individual whose heart is not in the right plaoe 

in respeot to these great ideals , or is even in great oontrol 

by those who are unsympathetic of objeotives which you end I have , 

we tail . More than that I fear that many of the excellent laws 

put on the etatute books during your r 
our years 8S 
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Dear Herbert: 

For some weeks and oractlcally since the close of the New 

York State Legislative session I have been plYing esoecially 

careful thought to some nw..tters of grave importtlnce to the 

country and especially to the state of New York. May I repeat 

to you what I have already told you that I was deeply dlsappoln~ed 

when you stated that you would not .q,gain be a candidate for 

Governor, though at the saa:a time, as you know, I fully eppre-

elate tbe personal reasons which impelled you to make 

.. ' the statement, have symrathlzed with you in those reasons . 

Nevertheless, I am writing frankly and with deepest 

slncerl ty to tell you what I concel va to be another side of 

the ,1cture. 

For mqny years yOll and I have worKed for many kinds of 

social legislation . Much legislation of this type has been 

enacted , but at the 8sme time much remains unfulfilled . 

Our State was and still is among the pioneersj and today 

the federal government is making it possible for a state to join 

in this great work . 

The next two years I think will be very critical ones; 

what takes place in New York will have an outstanding effect all 

over the nation. 

If the next state administration , therefore , is in the hands 

of any corrupt individUal whose heart is not in the right plaoe 

in respeot to these great ideals , or is even in great control 

by those who are unsympathetic of objectives whioh you and I have , 

we fail. More than that I fear that many of the excellent laws 

put on the statute books during your four years as 

• 

,.. : 

-
• •• 

, '. 

Dear Herbert: 

For some weeks and oractlcally since the close of the New 

York State Legislative session I have been plYing esoecially 

careful thought to some nw..tters of grave importtlnce to the 

country and especially to the state of New York. May I repeat 

to you what I have already told you that I was deeply dlsappoln~ed 

when you stated that you would not .q,gain be a candidate for 

Governor, though at the saa:a time, as you know, I fully eppre-

elate tbe personal reasons which impelled you to make 

.. ' the statement, have symrathlzed with you in those reasons . 

Nevertheless, I am writing frankly and with deepest 

slncerl ty to tell you what I concel va to be another side of 

the ,1cture. 

For mqny years yOll and I have worKed for many kinds of 

social legislation . Much legislation of this type has been 

enacted , but at the 8sme time much remains unfulfilled . 

Our State was and still is among the pioneersj and today 

the federal government is making it possible for a state to join 

in this great work . 

The next two years I think will be very critical ones; 

what takes place in New York will have an outstanding effect all 

over the nation. 

If the next state administration , therefore , is in the hands 

of any corrupt individUal whose heart is not in the right plaoe 

in respeot to these great ideals , or is even in great control 

by those who are unsympathetic of objectives whioh you and I have , 

we fail. More than that I fear that many of the excellent laws 

put on the statute books during your four years as 

• 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
1;

 F
ol

de
r=

 C
or

re
sp

on
de

nc
e:

Le
hm

an
, H

er
be

rt 
H

., 
ca

. 1
93

6



• • 

-2-

would be repealed, weakened o r eoforced by peopl e who had their 

tongues in their cheeks. 

The State of New York v.ould be helped t hereby; even more 

important to the natIon, the nation would be helped thereby. For 

that kind of an example 1s imitated and spreads. 

I ha ve refer r ed to s oclal legislat ion s uch as t a ir wag e l aws. 

unemployment insurance, old age pensions, care of the destitute, 

but I should include the equally wide range of legislation affect­

ing public utilities and conservation and In gene ral the lives of 

the 8verbge citiZen. 

I am convinced that your return to Albany for another two 

years would have 8 splendid effect on the r est of the country. 

That magnificent and richly deserved tribute which was ~ lven 

to you 1n Florida last week shows what other states think of 

your kind of successful leadership. r hope, therefore. that not 

only for the state, but for the national good, you will be 

Vlilling to reconsider your statement that you would not run again. 

Such reconsideration would make me very happy , and I am sure that 

it would make mil l ions of people ell over the United States very 

happy. 

Vl1th my affectionate regards, 

Very sincerely yours , 
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