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J . J. M CSWA I N 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMM lTIT£ ON MILITARY AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Greenville, S.C. 
November 9, 1932. 

GOVernor Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Albany, N.Y. 

My dear Governor Roosevelt: 

I wired you last night my congratulations. 

D IXON D. DAVIS 

I now hand you clipping from the Greenville 
News, of November 9th, containing a brief interview, 
issued by myself last night, after your election was 
shown to be a settled fact. 

I also take the liberty of sending you a 
kodak snapshot of Mrs. Roosevelt and myself, made 
at the Greenville Airport, and standing at the door 
to the cabin of one of the Eastern Air Transport ' s 
huge Condor planes, on Sunday, October 30,1932, about 
10:00 olclock , A.M., as Mrs. Roosevelt wa s traveling 
as a passenger upon that plane from Atlanta to New 
York. I became a passenger at Greenville, and esc orted 
her to Spartanburg. S . C., where she was most graciously 
received by hundreds of enthusiastic people. In like 
manner she received a most happy reception at Greenville, 
which was largely attended by at least one thousand of 
our citizens, and prominent among them, a large troop 
of Girl Scouts. 

I am taking the liberty of making a suggestion. 
I sincerely hope that you will pardon the seeming pre 
sumption, but I am so intensely interested in our 
Party's making good its pledges to relieve the economic 
strangulation inflicted by Republican folly and greed, 
that I am bold to offer what seems to me a worthwhile 
suggestion. 

In the first place, to amplify a nowspaper inter
View, since there is no time t o waste, I sugge s t that 
you meet 1n c onference, for several days , either in 
Washington, or New York, or Atlanta, GeDrgia, not later 
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• J . MCSWA I N 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTIE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt - #2. 

-

D.xON D. DAY'S --

Nov. 9. 1932. 

than Christmas. the responsible leaders of the Democratic 
Party. in both the Senate and the House, and have a heart 
to-heart round table conference with all of them. and 
agree upon a line of action, and upon certa~ policies to 
be embodied in legislation. and dasignate some peraon, 
naturally the Chairman of the appropriate Committee, to 
prepare at once bills upon the several subjects. and have 
these bills printed, and distributed by mail, among the 
persons constituting this Committee of Conference, for 
comment, criticism, and suggestions, 90 as to whip these 
bills into proper legislative form, before Msrch 4, 1933 . 

Then, on March 4, 1933, after taking the oath of 
office as President, if you will immediately, before leav
ing the rostrum, issue an ordor calling a special session 
of Congress, to convene on M~rch 15th, or March 20th, or 
thereabout, it will startle the Nation, and give hope, 
coursge, and confidence. Then, when the new Congress is 
convened, impress the Congress with the fsct that it is 
not to be a mere debating SOCiety, but that after reason
able opportunity for debate, action must be taken. 

All Committees having important administrative billS, 
should begin heorings on said bills the second day of the 
special session of Congress, and should conclude the 
hearings within a week or ten days, and then report the 
bills promptly to the appropriate House. Then the House 
Management, whether Senate or House of Representative; 
should bring the bills up for consideration, and with ~ll 
proper speed, rush them through both Houses. Give the 
administration measures right of way, absolutely. and 
then, just as soon 8S the administration program is enacted 
into law, see that the Congress adjourns. 

Congress should be able to enoct this administration 
program into law in not exceeding sixty days, Much of the 
work should be done before March 4th, and the work after 
that date should constitute merely the official approving 
of the legislation. If Congress adjourns immediately. 
after enacting the administration program. it will help 
the feelings of the country. and will not give opportunity 
for the bringing in before Congress of irrelevant and un
necessary legislative proposals. If Congress oontinues in 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMM ITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt - #3. 

DIXON D . DAIIIS 

. oocoo .......... 

Nov. 9, 1932. 

a long session, under the rules of the House, 145 signa
tures can force up for consideration any legislative 
proposal, however incompatible the same may be with the 
administration program. 

I venture also to suggest that if you will decide 
upon your Cebinet very soon, and then announce to the 
public that the Cabinet has been selected, though the 
announcement of the names will not be made, yet that 
will cut off the importunities and applications of 
thousands of enthusiastic friends of favorite sons. 

I make bold to offer these suggestions, because it 
is not likely that the Committee of which I am Chairman 
will handle any very important administration measures, 
with the exception of Muscle Shoals legislation, and per
haps certain amendments to the National Defense Act. 
Furthermore, I am glad to say that I am not an aspirant 
for any Cabinet pOSition. But I am a most enthusiastic 
and loyal supporter of the Democratic Party, which I 
believe has, at this time, a God- given mission to lead 
our country out of a desperate situation. 

With great respect, and all good wishes for the 
continuation of your health, I am 

Yours very Sincerely, 
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