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Armistice Day is becoming by custom an anniversary
which ecelebrates the terminatiom of the worlds greatest
war and even more than that gives to us and the other
nations of the world an opportunity in the review of the
wars of the past to search our hearts and our minds on the
ever present theme of human conflict. In my own life,
though I have not reached the half century mark, I have
witnessed two armed conflicts in which emr own nation was
engaged as well as a half dozen lesser cnmhatéf%hich we

Merieaﬂa have taken part @ on foreign shores. And in
addition to this American participation in armed strife

the rest of the world in this less than a half century

el
has witnessed warsin every one of its continents in all
M
of its climes.,
HKese /‘bﬂi {r‘- ﬂhr.ﬂ:.’u{f
That twelve full years have F—d‘ for the world
L

a8 a whole wisbh fewer conflicts than 4@ any sl .{é/-r

period is a matter for civiligzation to give thanks for;
Nroenli u."..;jl-t in spite of all of the brave resolves of twelve

years ago we know to our sorrow that thirty millions

of mem even at this moment constitute the armed forces

of the wurld‘ﬁ.“ cannot yet say that the high purposes

that followed that memorable November 11, 1918 have

been even remotely attained.
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Tonight, however, I shelluseok-be spuakiuf the
i {. .
physical conflict{known as war but rather of war; within
f‘_..J. : | : o
clvilication itself which isweofwmemeat year in and year

- out in times of what we eften erroneously call peace.
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0f you, veterans of many far flung contests, who

have upheld the honmor and glory of our flag on many distant
fields, because this is Armistice Day and because an

o P

& the vaiauiahed

&

armistice markes the first auknowludgﬁgii
ithet-thep-heawe—3eat, I want to ask your powerful aid in
bringing about other armistices in these other wars in
times of peace.

If it be true that peace has its victories no
less than war, it also follows that what we c¢all peaceful
times, when guns are silent and military forces idle in
their barracks, ;;fhuturthulaaa the time of confliots not
fought with guns or material weapons, = conflicts wide

_ #ﬁi gffront, pitiless, devastating and dangerous to the
safety of the state. These are the wars where we
who believe in progress, who believe in bettering the
safety, security and happiness of every individual in
the nation move forward in perpetual assault on the
forces of conservatism, of selfishness, of greed and of

intrenched tradition whioch belong to a past generation
rather than to this 20th century of ours.

Adid—of uu’at one time or anuthur}ha“ risked
life itself for your country's honor or your country's
safety. Where more certainly can I look for help in
ending these wars of peace-time which also endanger

your country's security and stop your country's advance {
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First there is the warfare against the grim
tradition that every man must look out for himself,
that he mus?® righ1 rrum the nradla to the grave, for
his bread, for his livalihnud for everything that

makes life worth living ngainnt-h&u—i-iiannﬂn no matter
how handicapped by misfortune or ﬂiruumatanua Hwithnut

v Aoads
a helping hand from the state %o aid him if he falters

or to rescue him from absolute starvation if he fails.

To the state he must give his allegiance, his life

ﬂian}if called in its defense, and a yearly tithe of

all he earns. And yet, according to this ancient

theory, from the state he must not look for help in

‘ease misfortune, utterly beyond his control, should

overtake him in his declining years,

What I emphasize, what I plead recognition for,
is the faot that in the thirty years of the 20th century
more vital changes in the whole struoture of civilization
have taken place than in the three hundred years which
went before. It is not so many generations ago, for

example, that suuiuty accepted the motto of"the devil

TRy e
tn the hindmost and an equally cre©l u«-i—u:m

-’ % LLOeC0 /1'-# FvAA. o

of thn survival of the fittat“'ﬁna*-hully'wflling fb
let its old people who dropped out of the line of march

l1ie in the ditech to die of starvation or exposure.

Then came another era where at least the straglers from
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we include tof necessity the great majority of all the
people, The long battle for adequate compensation
to those who are injured in industry, the long battle

’

for decent factory conditions, the long battle against A
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the ranks were picked upe. But they were not kept with
the army;ZEgy-wure bundled into a cart and taken away %o
perish miserably away from friendé; aﬁﬁy from all the
comforts of homg}in the County Almshouse. Only in
our own day and generation have we recognized not only
the thought that the state has an obligation to these
0ld people but also the thought that these old people
have a right to demand of the state itself that it be

made possible for them to live to the end of their days

Dbt ’ : ; ; -
in thairhhumusw..—/ 1‘17 Iee- " deag, /:r s Ad

F

This particular war within our civilization
is being won and we are approaching 1iis armistice day
because of the millions of men and women who recognize
this pesddewder new relationship of the state to the

wﬁ -’lun"re-ﬂ..--"ﬂ*-.'/ ﬂv"_fltdf’_ -”-(.-/ 2

individual. Afper—adsit ﬂtheaa 0ld people who have
fallen on evil times have in their day given of their
gservice, of their wages and of their support to the

gstate itself.

Then there has been the war carried in our
own day and generation in behalf of the physical safetiy

"Fl';'lh gy et ) ,-r'('f SrdfBge, 2 &Y
and the health of our womimien and our ilﬂra%;and

when we speak of this allmuntﬁuf our taéal population

we inoclude tof necessity the great majority of all the
people., The long battle for adequate compensation

to those who are injured in industry, the long battle

for decent factory conditions, the long battle against
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child labor, the long battle to protect the @fe of the

mothers of the state - om all of these fronts we have made
and are making steady progress, and yet we have not pierced

the final line of defense.

There ialfurtharmnra,what is misecalled the war
against orimefier it should be known by the better term
of the war to prevent crime. In this conflict we ame
tg=ugye face @€ great odds - we are only just beginning
to make headway. At last the public conscience is
being aroused to the fact that surExEEFimE puniﬂhm&ntihﬁrht
does not cure orime = that while punishment may in mamy
instances and in many gircumstances be a deterrent of
erime, erime itself 1s individual and those who are
guilty of lawlessness must be thought of in the first
instance as human beings and not as mere prison numbers.
At last we realize that out of every hundred men and
boys who go to prison mimekyxpeexgenk 90 or more return
eventually to our communities %o live in our midst again.
During all these years many and probably most of these
who return come out of prison more hardened, more

eriminally minded, more certain to go wrong than when
they entered. Today we are beginning to learn that
these prison conditions and their inevitable results

LW and that by classificatien,

{r & CA Y4 ,’J ,-_,...,..:_/?
segregation, education, useful nuuupatiun“?nﬂ parole

are not
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happiﬁiaﬂ, not only of our own, but of Iruture gencravavl8e

Here again the struggle is of our own generation. The

striides of science have made necessitiés of luxuries and
have brought new servicesinto our homes. The electricity

which was the new found wonder of our fathers and mothers

has become ?huuﬂ drudge, or to be more accurate, can
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we ocan aalg,age to ciyilization and to useful life thousands

of shattered livaa. m%thithin a month I
nave visited one of the great hﬁ&#ﬁa gf for the mentally aiﬁ?f
dssamged in my state and have been told by its Superintendent
that of the hundreds of new cases which were admitted‘ within
the past year, forty-five per cent have been returned to
their families and their homes, either wholly cured or So
vastly benefitted that they could be taken care of by

their own families. And within a few days the Commissioner
of Health has reminded me, first, that the dread scourge

of Tuberculosis, which stalked through all of our communities
only a generation ago, 18 today well in hand and on the road
to zxmxkiy gradual extinction. Furthermore, he reminded me

the A g™
swxk mf that other scourge of dyptheria is tndﬂykgn unknown

f r L Fiyq f: wY  fga
visitor in our midst,. Wi sAL artin / / “aA ,

Finally, I would say a word to you of another war
whieh does not affect our bodies or our minds but affects
very intimately the lives we eamr lead and the comfort and
happiness, not only of our own, but of future generations,
Here again the struggle is of our own generation. The
astrhdes of science have made necessitiés of luxuries and
have brought new services into our homes. The electricity

which was the new found wonder of our fathers and mothers

has become ?hnusa drudge, or to be more accurate, can
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become our household drudge if our pocketbooks can afford

that luxury.

Certain elements which enter into the daily needs
of a people have long been recognized as bearing a character

whieh differs from that of the ordinary Emmmumikies commodities
of barter and trade. These are The group of services which we
1ist under the broad heading of public utilities. 1In their

essentials they are often monopolistie and the state, for many

hoo
generations past, reungulzed the distinetion between them and

the other products of industry. Today in this field of war
two armies are drawn up - the one seeking to pxmimzk break down

the distinctions between the utll}ties ana the other forms of
Y= L fi e o

jndustry, seeking to free Umem frum all limitations profit
JEH=F

for personal gain - and on the other side, these—es—a more

modern army which seeks the development and distribution of

ﬁ.h’.'ﬂ?:ﬁ??l—"?;ﬂ
thnEE'utilitiagﬁfnr the primary good of the great mass of the

people who must have them 1T they are to maintain the standards

of their neighbors and of the civilization of today. We of this

3
newer army may well extend the motte - "Public a.a-';-h-e is a

'y
public trusi, " to apply ta the thought that public service
T --:r.«"F--.
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This particuler war will contlmue without gquestion untll general
recognition is accorded to the fundzmentzl principle - "That public
gervice ieg a public trust." Considering haw recently this conflict

hes begun, we heve mede I think greater progress then along the

entire rest of the battle front, for I read the gemeral verdict ﬂo%—-
the public press that events of only a few dzys past have shown
emplatically, in all parts of this country, that the people as &

whole are determined to insist thzt the control of our government

be placed in the hands of those who believe in the proper and fair

anel ovd

regulation of our public utilities,
A

Twelve years ago there were lined up across the face

of Burgpe a series of great armies, There were many battle fronts
. 2 Enigcel
and many areas of conflict, Terrific drives and permemis ctiacks

‘were made from time to time against m points in this long
1ime, It was not until the armles of which we were a part began

; __gwum movement along the whole of the battle front that victory
n ,: hm a possibility,

S0 it is with the battlse of peace times. It 1s not

h for us to concentrats our zttack zt one polnt and one point

. only, There mast be concerted actiom by the forces of progress all
along the line; thers must be a unity ai;s.ttack on all the fronts,

g .
To you vetergns of so many conflicts §§ look for under-
2

standing and uvnity of action in this zroat strugsle of today., In




the course of the centuries this wer cf peace time is gs vital to the

safety of our nation, to the safety of Americans yet unborm, =s the

wars that are fought with guns and gas and high exploeives, You did
not fail your country when she called you in her hour of need - I kmow

you will not fzil her now,




[
‘

Armistice Day is becoming by custom an anniversary
whieh celebrates the termination of the worlds greatest
sar and even more than that gives 48 us and the other
nations of the world an opportunity in the review of the
wars of the past to search our hearts and our minds ou the
gver present theme of human coaflict. In my own life,
though I have not reached the half century mark, 1 nave
witnessed two armed conflicts in which sur uwn_uatinn was

ey
engaged as well as a half dozen lesser combats,which we

Aﬂﬁriunnn have taken part #= on foreign shores. Aand in
addition %o this Amuriuan participation in armed strife
the rest of the world im this less than a half cenfiury

has witnessed war in every one of 1ts coantineAts,in all

of its uljz;rlﬂé {hrﬁédmﬁf

That ,twelve full years have semaas fOr Lhe wurzﬂ? |
as a whole wiashk fewer conflicts than &= any stasd=r

period is a matter for civiligation %o give thanks for,

W +at in spite of all of the brave resolves of twelve
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years ago we know to our sorrew that thirty millions

of mem even at thls momeant constitute the armed forces

of the turld,n:iVWE uﬁnnnt yet say that the high purposes
that followed that memorable Hovember 11, 1918 have

been even remotely attained. ‘

urt

Tonight, however, ] asaii—sesiSs Epfi‘k’"ﬂf the
(ad
physieal oonflietXknown as war t rather of jwaccwithin
erufzimc ‘
oivilication itself which iLa—gf—omead year in and year

out in times of what we eften erroneously call peacge.




Of you, veterans of many far flung contests, who

have upheld the honor and glory of our flag on many distaant

| fields, because this 1s Armistice Day and beosuse an

armistice markes the first acknowledgment of the mqu.inhudf

Shat-lher Love—Saat | want %o agk your powerful aid in
- bringlng about other armistices in these other wars in

times of peace,
i If it be true that peace has its victories no
1¢ss than war, 1t also follows that what we call peaceful
times, whea guns are sileant and military forces idae in
their harrlakl,ﬂiﬁ.na1urhhulaas the time of conflictis not
fought with guns or material weapons, - conflicts wide |
%ﬂrmt. pitiless, devastating and dangerous to the
safety of the atate. These are the wars where we |
who believe in progress, who believe in bettering the |
| safety, security and happiness cof every individual in ‘

the nation move forward in perpetual assault on the |

=,

—— e R e R

r forces of conservatism, of selfishness, of greed and of

intrenched tradition which belong %o a past generation

rather than to this Z20th ecenftury of ours.

November 11, 1930

huse

L~ 3 ou at one time or another have risked

life itself for your country's honor or your couantry's

safety. Where more eertainly can I look for help in
L ending these wars of peace-time whicn also endanger

* your country's security and stop your couantry's advance( "

— — — ——
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#irst there is the warfare against the grim

tradlition that 111 ./ﬂE: luuk out for himself,

A for
that he must fi A'rrum the uradll toc the grave,

pis bread, for hia livelihood, Lfor everything thay

nakes life worthn- living MW« no matter

how handicapped by misfortune or circumsiance, 'ithuut
a helping haad from the state o ai@ him if he falters
or to resoue him from absolute starvation if he faills,
To the gtate he must give his allagianua, his 1ife,
liinfif called in its defense, and a yearly titne of
all he earas. and yet, according to this ancient
theory, from the state he must not look for help in
case misfortune, utterly beyond his contyrol, should

gvertake him in his declining years.

¥hat 1 emphasize, what 1 plead recognition for,
Z0th ocen
{g the fact that ia the thirtily years of the 4 tury
more vital changes in tlhe whole gtructure of civilization
have taken place than in the three hundred years whleh

went before. It is not so many generations ago, for
devil

example, that soclety acoepted the motto of"%
"
gat and an uqﬂn
thike tﬁr hiadm 12:Lt
of the survival of the fitlat nl whol Z will o
let its old people won dropped out of the line of march
1ie in the ditoh to die of starvation or @Xposure.

Then came another era where at least the straglers from

lal
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the ranks were plcked wupe. But they were not kept with
the arlyfzgﬁj were bundled intnuz;??; taken away %o
perish méserably away from friands away from all the
comforts of home in the County nlmahuuau. Cnly in
our own day anf generaticn have we recognized not only
the thought that the state has an obligation to these
old people but also the thought that these old people
have a right to demand of the stale itsell that iv De

nade possible for them to live %o end of thelr days
! i éﬁi : .
in thnirﬂhmnﬂ«uﬁf(/é vi sWh L

This :articular war within our civilization

being won and we are approachin: its armistice day
because of the millions of men and women who recognize
this pasdiegims new relatlil 571“/# state to the
individual. M/ I;Zia'{lﬁ pou%lu who have
fallen on evil times have in their day given of thelr
gerviee, of their wages and of their support %o the

Then there has been the war carried in our
own Qay and generation,in behalf of the physieal safety
h-,Jnﬁu APVl

and the health of our Janﬁ ouy chilﬂrlnfnnl
when we speak of this elément of our Sotes population
we include tof neeessity dofe great majority of all the
people. The long dattle for adequate compensation

to those who are injured in industry, the long battle

for deoent factory conditions, the long bdattle against




Loes

ohild labor, the loag battile Lo protect the =2 of the
mothers of the state - on all of theee fronts we have made
and are making steady progresg, and yel we have not pierced

the finel line of defense.

fhere larrurhhermnruinhat 18 miscalled the war
against erime €or-it should be known b the belver term
of the war to prevent orime, In this conflicl =e—awe
45—=ks face e great odds - we are only Just begiaouning

to make headway. At last the ublice consclence is
being aroused to the fact that swEExarizs punishment 4 »
does not cure orime - that while punishment may in maay

instances and in many ftircumstances be a deterreant of

okdme, cerime lteelf 1s individual and those who are

guiliy of lawlessness must be thought of im the first
instance as human beings and not as mere prison numters,

I8 At last we reallize that but of every hundred men and

boys who g0 Lo prison Eimsfyxyaxxgext 90 or more retura
eventually to our communities to live in our midet again,

Puring al]l these years many and probably most of these
who return oome out of prison more hardened, more

eriminally minded, more certain to go wrong than whea

they eatered, Today we are b-glﬁning to learn that

| these prison conditionp and their igevitable resultis
4 Mlyrlitie
| are not mzm and that by ul?uif_ tion,
Avtalu 18 bt gy
segregation, education, useful uuuupatiuﬁjmud parola

Massachusetts, November 11, 1930
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we oan Savage to c\vilization and to useful life thousands
of shattered 11155.‘# W Within a month 1}%}
have visited ome of the great 4 s for the mentally

Aseanzed in my state and have beea told by its Superiateadent

that of the hundreds of new cases which were admitted, within
the past year, forty-flive per cent have been returned to
their families and thelr homes, eliher wholly ocured or so
vastly benefitted thal they could be taken care of by

their owa families., And within a few days the Commlissioner
of Health has reminded me, first, that the dread scourge

of Tuberculosis, which stalked through all of our communities
only a generation ago, is today well in hand and on the road

he ppmi d me
to szuxiiy gradual extinctlon. Furthermore,
the ¢Z§u¢?ﬁ'

thxt mf that other scourge of dyptheria 1is todny an unknown
viel tor in our midst. MW W#ﬁf 1) AvZ2].

Fipally, I would say a word to you of another war
shieh does mot affeet our bodies or our minds but affects
very intimately the lives we &= lead and the nmtnrﬁ-_ and
hnappiness, not only of our owa, but of future geénerations.
Bere agaln the struggle ils of our own generation. The
strddes of seience have made necessities of luxuries and
have brought new serviee into our homes. The eleclirieity

whilch was l‘.z’ newjn i wonder of our fatners and mothers

drudge, or to be more aceurate, can

has beocome hous




become our household drudge if our pocketbookes can affard

that 1mrf-

Certain elements which enter into the daily needs
of n people have long been recogunlzed a8 bearing a character

whieh differs from that of the ordinary ezzmmRiktes commodities

of barter and trade, These are the group of services which we
{ 1ist under the broad heading of public utilities, In their
‘ essentiale bhenybe of ten monopolistiec and the state, for maay
generations pnnt,‘reaoguiaad the distiaction between them and
the other producte of industry. Today in this field of war

two armies are drawn up - the one seeklng to EEEtENE break down

the distinctions between tieé and the other fopms of
LA :ﬁ
industry, seeking to free ‘&nn: from all 1limi tuﬁz profit

for personal galn - and on the other side, tsese—esf=d more
modern army w se ﬁr;?ﬁ development and distribution of
thooe utilitiaaﬂfur :ga primary good of the great mass of the
people who must have them if they are tc maintain the standards

of their neighbors and of the civilization of tod , We of this
;22L¢£

930

is a

newer army may well extend the motto - "Publico

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers

Box 13; Folder



on, Massachusetts, November 11, 1930

ice Day Address, Bo

Armi

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers

3
i
-
)
@
o
n
1
S
7]
12
o
L
5
—
x
o
s}

This particular war will comtimae wlthout ¢uestion wntil gemeral
recognition 1o sodonded to the fundsmsntsl prisciple - "That publie
service is a public trust.” Considering how recemtly this comflict
has baganm, #e have made 1 think grsafter progress then along the
sntire rest of the battle fromt, for I resd the gemeral verdict of
the publie press that svents of omly 2 few days past have showm
ssphatically, in all parte of this country, that the people as &
shole are dstermimed to insist that the control of our governzant
be placed the hands of those who belisve im the proper sad falr

h-lﬂmumm“-muﬂqmnlhchu
of Barope a series of great armies. mﬂmm‘lb'-.::}-tmn
gnd mamy sreas of conflict, Terrific drives and sazseia -tlecks
-lﬂfmti-hll-.ﬂllli;m{pﬂMIhﬁlllﬂ
1lins, It was not until the armies of which we wers a part Degam

s unified movement along the whole of the dattle froat that victery

becams & posaibllivy.

So 1t 1s vith the battles of peace times. It 1s mot
snough for us to concentrats our attack at one poimt and one poimt
¢nly, Thers mat be concerted uun:z :I;l;:n-l:u *:: progress all
slong the line; thare must de 2 wnity nfﬂntt.ﬂ: on all ths fronts,

i
To you veterams of so meny conflicts-§ look for under-

stending cnd unity of sotion in this great strugzle of today. Im
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