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1------

REPORT OF ADDRESS 

GOVERl.WR FRA1.fKLIN D . ROOSEVELT 

Delivered at 

ROCHES'I'ER IN . Y. 

2:30 P .M. 

OCTOBER 18, -- 1932 

GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT: Mr . Chairma.n, my friends of Roeh -

ester, nnd of Monroe County . Thin Is Q ~rnnd bome-coming __ 

and I sp£lak very feelingly that word "homecoming", beCB.use 

politically speaking lowe Q great deal to Rocrester, and to 

this Convention Hall . (npplnuse) The very first State 

Convention I ever went to WB.D held In this hall, and I as 

an alternate delegate from Dutchess County snt over there 

In thnt far - col'ner , (applause - proloneed nnd laughter) , 22 years 

ago -- my inltlatlatlon into politics . And I remember 

that night very well tooi because there were 16 of us -- it 

was before B. lot of t'-1e flne ,modern hote~s were built, •. and 

there were 16 from Putnam and Dutchess and Columbia County , 

who all had to sloep in one room (lauGhter) . f~d it only 

had one window . (laughter) And the fight continued from 2 

A.M., whon we 3to.rted to 130 to bcd, until 7 A. M. whr-n WEl r;ot 

up because wo were ove:11y divided;jlaughtcr) ._ eight of us 

in fav'1r of keepinc t'1(l.t window open, anel t~e other Plllf , or 

eight of them In favor of keoping it clo~ed . (lall,;I'ter) 
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2 • 

So thet phase vias in my introduction to Rochester , and 

to politics . And J as some of you know , I renewed my acquain-

tance four years ago by lont; distance telephone with the City 

of Rochester , all the way from down in Georgia , 1200 miles 

away . And before I knew it , I was nominated for the Governol' -

ship of this State . (applause t-prolonged) , 

I don ' t wan t to make a speech to you to - day . You 

are friends and neighbors of mine . JU1d during these many 

years you people in Rocheste r -- and indeed I think in almost 

every community in this State -- must have become rather 

tired of seeing ny face constantly poppin~ up in season and 

out . (laughter) I can talk to you though sa 

neighbors , and I want to talk to you about nOlT'cthlng that 

you and I have got an equal interest in, -- the Government 

of our State . I am not here in the guise of a Presidential 

candidate -- not for one minute . I \mow what Monroe County 

is going to do on the 8th of November , so far as I am con

cerned . (laughter- applause) 

But I want to talk to you about something that con-

cern~ you and me just about equally, -- with equal importance 

to the National problem in many vlays, -. and that is: What 

are you and I going to do about our State after the first of 

January? I w£..nt to take you back -- a ::; Ly ol d friond 

• 
• 
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3 . 

Al Smith would se_y. ItLet's look at t h e record . ;' ( langhter -

applause - prolonged). \Je a r e not afraid to , asle t h e question 

as to wh ere we arc goin g in t r. i s State afte r t he first of 

J~nuary . I know t h e answer, anc'. I th in~( T10St of y ou do too . 

There came out of a nel'l spp,per the other day a report 

of a speecb by a very brave and a very f i ne youns man who 

is runnln,g for Governor of t1">is State on the Republican 

ticket -- an old friend of mlne~ And the h eo dlin e in this 

story says, IIColonel lJonovan ridicules t h e " Forgotten IIIan , ---

nridicules the forgotten manot ~ hnd he wants to Imow 

whether my claim that there are forgotten p eo ple in this 

country is based on an~ record of accompli shnent i n this 

State . ,U1d I nill tell him: 

Is the record of accomplishment in this State worth 

quoting? Or is it something \'/e "ant to hide l.U1der a onshel? 

Let us go buck : There are two theories oJf Governmen t 

in this State , just as the :;, e are two theroics of Goverrunent 

in I"Ie.shington, -- the theory of people I"Iho wnnt to let thincs 

alone; Ylho d on ! t w3nt to mOV0 forward; Ilho oppose legislation 

just b€Jcauso it is new; and \,iho h a ve to huve i mp r o vemont 

in Government forced down their throat . ThF tis one side . 

'The other side, -- the side of those ,;ho believe in 

progress of geve:'ruaen~, in making governrr. en"; novo f'10:1~ 

with tho proGress of 11'mE'.n civi l iz£I.tion and not stL.pd '>VUl . 

• 

-
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4 . 

Now, it i~ perfectly true -- let us be fair -- there 

are some parts of this country , there are su~e ~tDtes, there 

are some conmun.:.tles , some cOUJ.lties and sortle villa3es and 

some towns, whero the so - or-lIed political pnrty that has 

represented proc;re 55 h~ s 'Jeen the Republican Party . J.nd 

thel'e are other places where it has been the Democratic 
,what 

Party . But on tbe other hnnd, \Ie £lre concerned vlith --

you and myself -- has been the history of tl.e 3t&te of New 

Ydlr tc . !\nd mind you, when I aM talking about h:.rttles, I 

all' not talking ahout the rank unci file of tbe Republican 

Party . I am talking about the leadership of the Republican 

Pe.rty , And the people who soeak for it . 

Whut does 
"forgotten man"? 

the record shon on thLt? 
~:ell J let us analyze Il 

.tho is 
littlo ; 

this 
After 

tr.at convention in this Hall in 1910 I was ())ected to the 

State Legislnture as a member of the Senate . I \18S 

only a kid , but I found myself dOVin thore in that Legis 

lature along with a lot of other kids -- mostly on the 

Democl'atic side ~ Jim l"oley , who is noVi the Surrogato of 

NeVI York City, and tho c;rent lead:!ng authority on the Law 

of Decedents ! Estates . 

State, 1n \lllsh1ngten . 

the Assembly . 

And Bob i.a~l1er, Sonoter from this 

J..nd Alfred E . Smith, tho leader of 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: A

dd
re

ss
 a

t R
oc

he
st

er
, N

ew
 Y

or
k,

 O
ct

ob
er

 1
8,

 1
93

2



- • 

NOli J JOu h.,l1 theru l:. ..:;roup of youn" men -- and I \/o.s 

proud to belon to tr.ot !p'oup, and prob'lbly 1~ you will ~ 

back th!"ol:'gh tl e Lee:;1::la"lc'1, and the h'stOl'7 of this 

State, you Vlill find thqt thero vies 10 sla~lo session of 

the Legl:J!ature that prodl<ced llS mud as that session of 

1911 . Did it count for onythlng? ,loll , let us SC() : 

That wos the so~sion tbat passod tilfl IVorl':1Jens ' CO!l1!)onsBtion 

Law, and we YOuT.gs:ers 1n th~ Le61s:'..oturo "he VI(I'O in 

favor o~ it -- \.e \/ore cnlled COnr.'unlsts ; we 11ere cnlled 

radicals . JI.nd who. (Ire the lunr'er:l of tho opT)o~ltlon? --

0, not the Re;)utl1~an Pnl'ty 1 That 1s d1fl'ore:lt . But the 

5 . 

leaders of the appasl ticn ,'.rore the lead· 'I''!) of' the Republican 

Party who. arc ussent:lc.ll; the 81lme 0.3 the londors of tbat 

Party are to -day ~ - In ':lElny Ca::l05 t~.e S8JlO men . In 0 her 

casos. the same trend of tt:ou ... ht . imat elsa did we put 

through? ,I'l put tl':roul.;h tho diroct prll,ary lo\;s, with the 

ideo of trying to 01 ~m1.1nte SOlle of tt:e control over parties 

which at that tine \far' rosted too much in the hands of a 

selfish few . N1d \/(;) put tr.rou-:h fuctor,V inst>oction laws . 

You pE:onle didn ' t ':now thr;.t until tl:ot sosslOi1 \,hen there 

was practicall: ... ro :Juch ":hin!} as a J~~ctor:r ins")octlon 

law on tho Ght1.'tll bC'oks of this St"te 0 iie paoset1 tl.e 

firJt 10.\1, li'l'tin.:; ... r,o hours of la"or r"r wO:l'len &.1<1 cr.llt!rc.1 
in J.nt.U'!lcry. uno. ',.., .. t>O'J)Lt -Hf) vlore {10,''l.; (I huroie fo,11111g 

whon \/e lM(JO to. III 1,( ~ "or \'Iomrn /'InC chi ',orcn 11" l'".''''t" 
to lIork more tl .. tm h' 1.011:"'1'l 0. ./f'lok . Th t tr' how rllJI.o;:al \". 
were . 
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And I succeeded in getting through the la'iv calling for 

one dayl s rest in seven. It was never on the books before 

thct. And so forth and so on. :-ofho were t ilDse lat"/s intend

ed to help? The forgotten man a!'!.d t hI;! for o:o tten "loman 

(applaus e) . 

I am go ing back L1 tallir.1! you thRt in order to give 

you a little history of our o"'n stf'te . FrQ 'L that dey to 

this there has been a definite line of d emarcation between 

Democrat ic leader.Jhip on the one hand 8.I'.d Republican leader

ship on the other, B_nd I will prove it . 

The DemocT2tic leaders we~e in control of the 

policies of this State from 1911 do"m through 1914 , and I 

do not hesit a te in saying t!1a t d'J.ring thos e years, in 

Albany, that the Democratic le~dership in Alb~ny put this 

state in the advance , at the head of tho procession of all 

the other states in re }£l ro. to progressive and lib,~ r8,1 laws 

of all kinds , liberal govornm~nt intended to benefit the 

average citizen. 

Then we had four years of Rtllndinr still, anc::. I 

wOi.lld like to ask: During those fOLlr years of Governor 'Jhi t

man, what constructive mel'lsure \"as put on the s tatute book£" 

of this State - 1914 to 1918 7 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: A

dd
re

ss
 a

t R
oc

he
st

er
, N

ew
 Y

or
k,

 O
ct

ob
er

 1
8,

 1
93

2



7 

After f our years of st1"ndin'!; sti ll it 1"1aS necessary to 

start the wheels going once u:ore, and "'het did \Ve do? In 

the Fall of 1918 ~e elected Alfred E, Smith Governor 

(a.pplause) . And ~hen he c~e in he foune much to do. In 

two years he accouJplished much to bring ue back, to try 

to catch up for the four years of ~aster' time. But in the 

great s'7oep of the presidential election of 1~20 he went 

do~ to defeat, and he ~as succeeded by a very 'orthy 

Judge froi~ u~-statc Ne., Yor k , Ju1~e IHller . Jud6e }'iller 

ha.d -:.h3t t,).::y call a 'business edmlnistratlo~. He cut the 

expenses of bovernmcnt. Right. Ho pruned here and he 

pruned there. It did not m3ke any difference so long as 

he pruned . There 1s pruning and pruning_ 

1hen you quit taking cpre of th~ housing faCilities, 

and the petients of the State of Ncry York, for t~o years 

and start making thee sloep in thc corridors of our Stete 

Hospitals , I N~ not for that kind of pruning (applause) . 

When you begin to cut on the appropriatior.s for P'll:>l1C 

health, I am not in favor of that kind of pruning. The 

result -8.s , after t-/O yenrs of Governor fUller, tho people 

of this State sent Alfred E. Smith b~ok to Alb~ny, thpt t~~e 

for six Yl:E1.rs, in ;)rr!er to ropair the da:1age thrt ~uc' l:'),~' 
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don~ by Republican leadership (applause). 

I 60 E,:etting do·-n to modern tlmes, nut I am givir,g 

you a backgrou..'1d. I am quotinu; th;J :cecere!.. "Then vOv cr-

nor Sr"i t:l came bac:\: ill"' had n::-t; on'...y to s~?rt in to build 
• 

hospitals 2..00_ prisons, to :;:rb..li.:d t'"ll: hc'>lth fI~'stel'Jl of 

thE> State, to reorgJ.o:'ze t!;'8 "lilO::"C St.ate J:()vcrnmcnt, -

ir.Cldentally cutting- US di:feTcr.t JClJartmcnts 01 gO':8rn-

ment down to IB -- j()S, that iG leod h'...4S1,1(S8 -- of courso, 

but he had to do ~ lot more Ho had to brinr t~c Stl~c 

up to modern ideas of poctal j'-lStice. 

I hav.:: tal.ccd aeaut social justice a ~ood mnny timeB 

and I an. gOln~ ';0 kc(.o on, He bclicvcci an" the people of 

the Sttl.te bclicv0d ju,;t a fa" t:1iqrs. No·" let us see ,het. 

You have all heard a"oout t:-t€ st'l.tr Parl{ pro£;l'am , Things 

were getting to this pc-ss in the statu of ~le·.- Yor!~ that a 

great deal of t~c best land in t~is St~to, Bcenic land, 
• 

boachen, fOr'!Jsts, etroams, \rOrC gcttin!j PO cor.plJtOly in 

thl. hands of priv~l.te a:/flers ",ho put bo.rbad-",ire fances 

around them thet tile aVdagc citizcr. 00111d ;>crha;H; drive 

aler.g the ~'.folio iligh",a:r , but he cet'ld n0t go six ineh..::s 

off th"t t.lg:1'''<..Y ":;() pat his lunch ~itho.lt "'ctting arIO'3I>{C 

(applause) , 
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9 

(applause) . 

And so ur.der t he leadershi, 0f ~vernor Srn!th we 

st arted a pack pTr~ram, end i t coot a l~t of rr.c~P,y, and 

the people of t he Sts.ts cf ~·w 7~Tk. 1f th~; ha1 1t t~ 

do over again, w~ll'd -T:...tc L 

who cannot a~' f(lrd to own fi ny ::C:"'t:t: 0": C':'l.f'! ' , ~,O Ll,Hlr.d 

Yes , that ~as fnr t~e kind of forgotten roan that 

I am talking about (ap,lause). 

And he had to build up the lahor laws . He had to 

practically rebuild the highways ') : the State of Hew York. 

He had to strengthen eve~y klnd of social legisla tion and , 

l ast but not least, he had to withstand e. te:l".ific effor t --

on the part of who ? - - R>.!publican le:adership to give away 

to the power trust the state-owned i'lflter power, one 

million and a quarter horbe-po~er un the St. Lu~re~ce River. 

Yea. you pecple "ho burn p.n eler;trlr:: li6ht in your 

hO'ne or on y'Ju:r :f:J.:-'\ or '..II }'ou .• : :i..i1.. :,~.E; bllr.ineaf' hal~ PGV~_'-

nor SIi.1th to :h~lik "t='. the first rla~t:l to'11; th"J.t tot j(;..'.-' • .o'.~ .: 
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power is not noV! in private ownet'Rhip . He would have 

been the perennial and continual Governor of the StAte 

of Ne\;' York if we hRd not decided to run him for the 

Presidency; he would still be Governor. But ~e did 

decide and we did our best to elect him, and at that 

particular point in t he picture this Convention Hal l 

comes in a gain because they pulled. me up nort h fran 

Georgia and made me run in his place (applause) . 

I am br inging you down to the Fall of 1928. Any 

one of these great social measures that I have mentioned , 

that were put throu~h in the early days when we were to

gether in the Legislature or in the eight yenrs that 

Smith was Governor, anyone of them , I ask you to name 

any single one that Vias sponsored by the Republican 

leadership in this State, and you cannot name one . 

When I Ivent to Al bany four years ago I had still a 

lot of '\'lork to do . We still had to carry O'lt the building 

program to take care of the war ds of the State. We had 

to take care of the c rippled children . ~e had to t~ke 

care of the mentally defiCient people . ','Ie had to tflke 

care of the prisoners , many of whom were bein p; housed in 

old-time oells that went back to th e year 1840, Pri sone r s ? 
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Sure . But h~nan beings ~nd in rr.~ny cas~s for~otten men 

also (appiC'_use) . 'le v .. ~re housir.g them in cells that 

were six feet :!.ong, and fiQlre this out il. yOUl' 0111 

mind, six feet long, and. t hat ],iCanS that n tall F.an 

CO.lld not stretch out all t he "ay, o.nl'. six feet high , 

and that :Clce.ns ths.t a tall fello\': could not stand ufl straight 

in hin cell, and t!1ree feet ';'!ide, one y:urt \"ide . 'Ne 

still had e lot of those ',7i th prisoners in them. In 

other 'Nards, \,c 8till had the task of catching up to 

bring the State governn.ent t:.p to our ideals of r.lodern 

civilization . 

i7ho \"1a6 it that proposed all th."\t? las it the leader 

of the Republican majorit y in the s.,mate , our old friend 

Senator Knight? 71'a8 it the speaker of t'le Re;:>u.blican 

majority in tile Asse ... bly, our old friend SPfUkCl' UC].line_"';s 1 

Was it the ChCtirr.:lan of the Republican St~\te CO"lI .. ittrH..; ? No . 

Who proposed it? The Der.locratic administl'; tir'l11 in Albany . 

And who op~osed it? The nepublican leaders~io . 

Who proposed making the so-called 48 hour vlorl< law for 
women and children in industry a r eal 48 hour law instead 
of a 49~ hour law? It took me t\~O seSSions of the Lcgislo..
ture before the Republican leaders ':rCl'e c(')i,.J::ellcd to co~e 
to it . I s\'!pPQse now they ;rill cla1r.: t~flt they passed the 
Bill. Sure, they passed it . i'lho r.mde t:ler.-.? I did . 
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And "ho ;>r oposed and put t h l'0Ui;3 a half holiday a week 

for w>Jmcn in industry - - was it t~~e ::te,!>utolican leaders? I 

leave that to you, And who plo90sed puttiob occupational 

diseases in industry on the list of wO:"'klten ' s compensation 

diseases for which workers could '::Ie compens:::I.ted? It took 

me three years to get that through the nepubUcan leadership's 

heads, (applaus e) 

And who , at the beginning of this de;)l'ession , fo u6ht 

a~ainst extendio6 the slate system of employment offices 

throughout the state? I will lec.ve that to you . And who 

opposed the carrying vut of the park sy~tem which ~overnor 

5 .. ,1 th had begun? No , it was not the Domocrc.tic ..\dministra.-. 

tion. Every year I haC. to figh t to get the par:c program 

carried through. And who was it that first proposed the 

system of old age pensions thc.t '(Ie have rl:o t in this state? 

(applause~ Well , this old bolshevik that's talking to you 

today (apJl ause _ l aughte r ) 

I had that in my f i :.:st annual messaJ,B to t he legisla

ture on January 3, 1929 , and the Republican lead~ rs threw 

up their hands in holy horror and said, ":·ih:lt's the matter 

with the poor farm1tt (laughter) . ·;iiW shouldn ' t v:e :{eep 

the poor house , the county poor hOUse? It's a very nice 
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1 3 

adjunct to our polit i c al machine '.:'"1 ni:"l.e count i es out o f t en 

i n upstate :;:;,~\I Yo-r-k . Y:hy h,J.vc; :in:' C'.lcl:'l.ge 01 the syst(3Jn,? 

This f~llo\\' noos~velt , he i ;:j <1.. co.;,.llcnisv . (30ple.us::;) 

'::cl l , duri'Clb th ... t session lI'e b ;~n to !u:.::.r jowr, in 

Albany fr0rn t~lC ;:>'30('le ::l.l t~lic stiJt(" a"\u. t.18 .1eoplc of tr.is 

stat.:; !,8:.:.1ized __ I ",i11 ~ust sho',': :;ou hJr. OUl.' n,indG ha-:e 

move d i:1 !..he.se past twent y ye;;"rc -- '.h.y ~·c'.llized that it is 

a whol~ lot oet.t3r fo r ol d p~Op10 to b3 t~ :r.e'1 car e of in tr.eir 

own ho:,:e6 , or ir. t:-:eir friend ' c hO"i(.S , or i::. t!1eir families ! 

homes dUIing their decli:1ing daye , when t:-.rou;;h no fault of 

the i r own they ha ve co,n2 to distr3::Js and r.eed ; far better that 

t ha n to tur n them Qv,:: r t o t he ..;cst i ncLit,1Jt i o:1 i n <:111 the 

'·Iorl d. (applause ) 

And so the le o i sl<'1..Ur3 hec.l·,.l the voice of t!1~ peopl e 

o f this sta~~ , and they f i nally did tha uf".l.::.al tt.in"" - - the y 

dccid~d th~y v,ould a"'po i ut a (;ou.c.ission. I hi!. e ;). Eneakif16 

theory i n the baclc of my nead t hat tr.at appoint in", cf cor"mis_ 

s llons 1. S not only :l t ri c k of the ncpubl.i.car, leadershi p in the 

Sta.te of i~ew York . I hove ~'1edrd of the sa'lie ;:>r act;ice down 

i n '::asninb1:on , D. C. (ap;:>l ause) 

;Jow , after th<:.t (;o.7l;;, i ssion ha.d been sittLlg fo r a year, 

they d i d tr. unJxpectcd t:1in;. TI,C bro~tt in a r;;.al ~10i"..CSt -

to- ~od r.';!co:,j"cnd,:t i on , and th,-;t VIl'3 to Jut ill u syr;tem of 
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old aze security 81ainst want throt:.ghout the State , a.nd it 

T/aS such a strong d('lcument, t :"18 t :1:t::1' abou t a mont h and a 

hal f of cal li~g it communi stic, t~~ Re~uclican 1~6i sl aturc 

passed the nccessa.ry legi slation. 

Claim credit fo r it? Sure. Sure ther clail..ed credi t 

for it . Th~ candidate for govcr~or on th8t ticket is saying 

that is a Repub l ican measur e . NOW , i f t~t l s the kind of 

campaign that he i::; e;oing to conduct in this state , let me 

give you a word of pro?hecy . He ~s goin,:;.; to b,; beaten just 

as badl y as myoId friand Charlie ?uttle \':a5 in 1930 . (applause) 

And then what happen0d on pm.'cr? st . Lawrence pOVler, 

if you like . ~·.cl1 , you Clnd 1 know tt&t the first year they 

appointed a cOlllmission iil order to ::cep tl,i s go v.::rnor quiet 

and the Commiso i on b r ':lUght in a report the second y ear, am 

at the same tir:te i!l or der to ~tCCp this t;:ovcrnor of yours 

qUiet, they a;pointed another commiss i on to loo:{ i nto the 

question of the St ate 1s re l ationship to p~blic u t ility 

cor por at i ons , and vlho VIas counsel o f that Republ i can - 

Republican- appoint ed, Re~ublican-cont r olled Commi t tee? Th~ 

counsel to it and the man VJho wrotc thc repor t Vias myoId 

f ri end Col . Donovan (laughte r ) . You s~e I am begininng 

to ti~ things togeth3r, my f r iends. 

On that committee I thin"{ there vle":e niO"l.e people on 

it , I had the appointment 01 truce , and \;!~e six Republican 
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mombers, Incl~din3 tha pr~sld~nt-prc-t~~ of the senate, 

Senator Knight, ane s~vcrel of t ne 1at .) Astl ,:n.lblY"!lcn, 

they brought in a repo;.'t pr..:pLrej by their counsel, Col . 

Donovan, just as r!;activl'!6J'i' P. dl)(,;un.en~ as yo'!;.. pOlJsibly 

could fir.d o.nYllMrc in regard to }ubl1c relation to utility 

oompa~lC8. And my three me~berB - - there were only three 

of them __ brought in a minority report to the contrary . 

There 1s a perfectly clear definite issue this Fall 

betwcen the Dc~ocratlc attitude and this public utility 

control towards the development of theSt. Lawrence water 

power on tbe one side, and the Re~ubllcan attitude which 

would take you back, my friends, ta!te you straight back 

to the dayS when the R~~ubllcan-controlled logislature 

-
of this State gave away a chart or for the State-owned 

power on the St . Lawrence to the Aluminum COlllpany of 
• 

America, fre.:: of cost . 

Why , why do I Bay that1 Becauso I repeat that th~ 

lead~r8hip of the Republican Party, not the rank and file, 

but the handful of peopl e who control its leadership and 

its machinery are the same people today as they were in the 

year 1907 when the so-call ed Aluminum Trust grab was put 

through the Legislature, and you have soon it So on ~v~r 

aince. You havo sc~n it in that second ~E"rJl .:Ii Governor 

, , 

, 
-
• , 
I 
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Smith when the ~ep\.:.b li"an A-..t o rnc)" .... f..n,~ra1. t;rie.j LhrO\l{!h 

t~~ old m:lc:1i '"l~ ry tha4
• vas t!1~n i Ll :;,xist(;nc~ to have thc 

Wat e;r BoarJ, :;o-cdlcd , oi this Stat.e han .... ovo::r to the 

!'rivatc power co . .pani'.::~ the sf\.rr.c St. La\'-rcncc power on 

a so- called fifty y~a~ lease, fifty yeur l~:ls~ . 

Y:011 , v!hilu they ..... ere Ei.b0ut it Y:.q didn 't the) 

make i t ~ fiv e hundred year j ease . ';:e l';ould a ll be 

deae. 8I1y"ay . (lau:!.hter am applausc~. 

Hol'., my friends . in those days there flas a very 

d~lightful youn~ ge~tleman, a good friend of mine in 

this State, who had been speaker of the Asscr.lbly, Ed 

!.:a.chold , the Rc?uolican lead~r . "{ou all :':i'I0W about 

him. And we Del"ocratE; used 1..0 say in t:lOG; days that Ed 

Machold ';:as ti ed 119 "'lit~1 the: Pov"or Trust \'.i)ilc 1'.0 \7aS 

in t he As sembly . Everybody k;'le" i t but t heJ uaed to stand 

up and say , " Oh , no, ;'10 rclat1.onship 'ihatsocv~r; not even 

a fifth cousin" (lc.ughter and applaus..::) . But Just the 

minute he ~ot out of the LegislatW'c he turns up as one 

of the principal Olmcrs and one of the ~rinCipo.l officers 

of the lliagra Hudson Power COrJpany . 

(l aughter ). 

A stro..ng cOin ci.dence 

And, my friends , I am not mak i n6 any chorg..::s but I 
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am simply me.king a slmple stater..(;m; . A simple statement 

that you have got three weeks to i r.vcstig:3.·~e and CO~:le 

to your own cO:l.clusi ~ns (applauB e) . 

This ot~er friend of lT,ine , who is now runninl for 

the Governorship on thE' Repu.Jl ican ticket, is the favc'red 

candidate ot the 8 ame Elec~rical Utilities interests that 

were bchi:'ld Ed ~:ac~Qld in the old days . He i s their 

intimate associate . He is consulted by t hem on all 

occasions <l:ld t '1 e y were the principal backzrs of his 

nomination on the R~?ublic~n ticket . You hav e got three 

weeks to talk that over in this State and you Ylill find 

t he.t I am right just the way in the old days I was ri ght 

about my friend Ed :""achold (applause) . 

17 

UOw, 1 thinh it is a fair qL:eation -- I think it is 

a perfectly fai r l'Jatter to ask, for th~ ~ople oi the 

State to ask , and I am not doing it -- I am running in 

Pennsylvania and West Virgini a and "a:EJb:ltf!xiI.:r..cl:xIndiana 

the next day , and Illinois and ~issouri the next day -_ 

I haven ' t got t.hme to ask questions i n t ~ i s State and sO 

I am goi ng to let you people do it . Go out and ask the 

Re publican candidate fo r theGov e rnorship hal\' he st~nds in 

regard to his St. Lawrence ?o li cy . r ~a1. is :l fair question. 
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Ask him if he stands iOUI-8t1Uare with I.,e 0' t.Mt policy. 

Ask him if he is Governor, if h' \.-i 11 co- 0P'::l'€.t e wi th 

next 
me down i n .:: 1:1.(> hi ngt on izst. :-'1"_1l. (ap'Olause) 11 s:< hi ", if 

he 1s in f avor. dcfi:litcly, yes 01' no, in favor of the 

State of Neu Yor:;: bu1.::..ding the darn and the pO\'ler house 

across that River and having its hands on the throttle 

of the pow~r from now on into eternity (applause) . Ask 

him if he is 1n favor, as I have been , of havin~ what l 

the birch-rod in the cupbo~rd, of having 
if 

have called 
right 

tho/xliii and the authority/fru. a private utility cOI..pany 

~ ... :r. won l t transmit and distribute that pow_r into your 

homes, i nto the individua.l homes and the apartments and 

farms and small business of this State. 6'ivlng good 

service at a reasonable rate, Lf ha would then f ~vor 

hav1n3 the State of Hew York go into the business and 

transm1t the pow~r itself (a~~lause) . They arc forgotten 

people too (laughter) . rhe)' have be~n p=-etty well over-

looked, these nepub11ean leaders in this State for Just 

ten years (a),lauso) . 

, , ..... _ ... 'I 
And I believo __ I don i t believe in parts th.:Lt do 

not cean mUCh , like ten - - a dozen is a whole lot better. 
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Tv .. elve is a lot better the.:J te:1 a :lQ that is r.hy I ,..:Quld 

l1ke to see the ?l"ogressive policies i n t ~1 i s State 

stretc~cd to a round dozen years. :;0\"1 hov: C:ln you do it 1 

(ATlplaus€) You _<now how to do it and I know ~ow to do it . 

This 6ovt'rnl.\~nt 01 ours is a funny thi:15 ' You just ca!l ' t 

take a fellow out of t:l"; office of :":ayor of the C: ty who 

has never be~n i:1 Albany in :1i5 1if(; and put him in c:ll1:::ge 

of the St :: tc govern l .. ent witn d~finite assurance t:l.:.t :..c 

is gOitg to be ;::. successful ~overnol' for ev~rlbody . You 

can ' t take a ~an just b~causc he has been hz~d of a big 

business and make hi r.l Gover:1or an6. be sur e t ~'\'l th~ will 

be a great governor. You h3.ve got t o ha.ve so .. ,~t_l1.n6 more 

You ll£'.vc: got to have t.wa ot~r qualities. 

You hev~ got to havz policy tha t i 3 riJht . I f T: e D.re ~ing 

to do anythi:tg at all in the gov,::rnorship -- co,.~ .. on SC:lSC. 

But you have ",'at tv have tv:o other qual iti cs , you h".ve 

got to have sor;,e knowledge of th:: govcrm,ent itzelf . You 
vast 

heve got to:. hav.:. so ... :;body the.t ;.cn OI"/S the 

, 

of a corporation that is spending pl·ctty nearly tlu' .:-o hundred 

million dollars a yeo.r of your r.·,one y t :1a t you are;). s toclc -

holder in , You can ' t just go a nd t/:"Jo:e sOl . .eb..)dy fr..) ..• an 

entirely different busincss and b<J f:u r e tha.t .le is ,:;oin; to 
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make goOd. The fGct of being e. la,y·yer doe~ r,j t, rM,QT\ th20.t 

rJ.y friend Col. Donovan w0uld 1.,o.\(e a good Governor . The 

f~ct t hat Col . Donovan i s an £xtraordin&Iily brav e nan , 

a splendid r:tt.n v:ith a :;:reat war record does not ,)rove 

the.t he ...-111 J:lak3 c:. Jood ?-ov.:)rnaT. 

11ov: , l e t ' s CO",~ down to him. You have got to have 

certain other qualities if you C8l1 fino t;1er.l and it i s 

not ev ~ry yeE.r you cal1, but i n thi s StOlte , r.ly friends , 

you ~ave got this yea r a pretty sitlple cho i c e . You have 

go t a mm \7 ho is not only an experienced business execu

tive, a me.n with great ability al O!1t; ws ine rs lines , anci. 

believe t1e in the next two years we 'Ou.;ht t: have a pretty 

good businesG man in Albany. I can tell yo u that, there 

are going to be business problems of the first magnitude , 

cuttinl budg..::ts , collecting taxes , !:1a:<in~ both ends r.laat 

2 0 

and fr or,; ti.:le to ti ue borrowi ng Doney at t he lowe st possible 

rates of interest . That i s one quality th:l.t this man has , 

excellent business jud .,:lent , excell ent business trai n ing . 

Above t hat he has got a t ho r ough ::C\owledge of an 

experience in the State gove rnr,lent itsclf. H<! knows every 

noolt and c ranny of the State, every county, eVery institution 

and, b>3l iavc ::1<:: , we have go t an awful lot of instituti"ns 
0" 
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• 

in thc state of nefl Yt:nk . You havc 3Jt to kf,OW (;. thing, 

you have got t.) see a thing , ,ou have got to be familiar 

with the administrative probleMs of ev~ry institution be-

fore you can really I.lak~ a good gov~rnor. ';:ell, let me 

give you an illustration. You cannot check up on every-

thinG at the S8.i:l~ tiIJC. 

SOj"Je thingE are bound to get past even the fellow with 

the best intentions and the hardest vlorking man in th.:: world., 

I found last year by pure l uck . I happ~ned to s.::e £:. picture 

of 0. new cow barn dovifl in Rockland County that the State 

Architect end the De9ELrt-'lent of Sociel 7ielfare had put up 

in connection with Litchworth Village which is the place that 

we take care of mentally deficient children in , and I looked 

at the plans, and I know soc.ething about Il farm r.1ysclf, and 

I said to t:1yself lil t is a beautiful barn but what is the 

ostir.late of i ts cost7 11 NOW , they Vlore going to put in t~ere , 

they were go1.n6 to put in forty cows and they were 60ing to 

make the State pay '}lSO , OOO. for that barn. And when I 
heard that I say that i s -.? , 4000. per cow (laughter ) . And 
yet the hous i ng of th~s:· unfo r tunate children is beinJ 
done by the Stat(l at less than .;3000. per child. How, 
that 16 the k1.nd of thing that cO:.;es uo before 0.. Governor 
find requires not only constant vigilance on Me part but 
i t requires also a pretty good knowledi,'e of the State 1s 
institutions. 

, , 
, 

, 
• 

-
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Fi nally , the third quali f ication is tr.ls: you know t hnt there 

ar e two ways of nppro81".hiYl[; every ang le . You con a pproach the 

thing that is befo r e you , the problem in front of you , from 

t he 401d mAtter - or- fact point of view , to think only 1n terms 

of business , to think only in terms of the balance sheet , to 

th i nk only in terms of making a financial record -- and let 

us be quite frank - - t hat is the kind of governor our old 

friend Governor Miller was , and that 1s not said in deroga -

ticn of Governor Lliller , because alon g those lines he was 

lOa%,. But there Is the other type of governor t hst views 

things from the point of humanity , who thinks in terms of the 

gr eatest good fOr the greatest number , who 1s honestly shocked 

if patients of hospitals have to sleep out in the corridors , 

and does sO!.1ething about it, who is honestly shocked ",Then he 

hears about prisoners who ~leep in small cells , and does some -

thing about it. 

Now . YO'J. have n man who has a 11 three of those 

qualific:ltlons -- a. business man . a man with a complete 

knowledse of the stnte gov ernment , ins~de and out , and a 

humllnitarian , and that is "Ihy I am asking the people of this 

State , on this one s!'.ort stop that I can s}Y'I'<:l in upstate 

New York , I am aski ng them to send down to Albnny os my 

successor the present Lieutenant Governor of this State , 

Colonel Lehman . (Applause. ) 

I 

I , 
( 

, 

, 
-
• 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: A

dd
re

ss
 a

t R
oc

he
st

er
, N

ew
 Y

or
k,

 O
ct

ob
er

 1
8,

 1
93

2



• • 

23 

Fln'111y , my fri",n s , tr:ere is ju:::t one rr.are thing 

that aifer:ts this state , nnd it affects the nation -- believe 

me , I know - - and that 1.s unemplo:{mer.t . (A Ol-l ll'I.Use ) 

NOVl , there are triO sides to un03mplo/munt: one is 

almost 100% a national problem of r:h8ngine and restoring --

changing our eronomlcs from what they "re tOjny :In a national 

scale, 1'8stOl':lng Ollr ec(momi~s to r.ommon sense and getting 

this country bock on its feet sanely ~nd no ttU'j:\ lly so that 

by a ttn~king on a thousand fronts f\ t the s a m) time we will 

resume normal business . Tha t i s the nation!}l PI" oblem. Bu t 

with that goes an irmnedinte problem that applies tv every 

community in the United States , ~nd thnt is a three-fold 

problem: nft ti on<'l 1 , local and st3te • . t...s I have said :nany 

times , the first responsibility 1s on the locnlity to do 

what they can for the relief 'Nark of tho~e who are unemployed , 

and , lnc1dentally , you people in Rochester ~re kn ovm all over 

the United States ~s h~ving :nnde one of the JTj...,st intelligent 

and success f ul attacks on th~, t local problem of n ny community 

in the rOlU1try. Tha t is the local end of it , and Ihen that 

is insufficient , then it is the duty of the State to step in , 

and , '·'hen t ho. t is insuffiCient , t hen it is the duty of the 

Federal Government itself to step in and br ine relief. 

\'/hat happened in this State? Through thnt Winter 

of 1930 - 1931 , the State kept in close touch ~nd coordinated In 

the efforts of all of the cOJ:lI!lUn1ties , upst tc and down~tate. 
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24 

It made sUl!gestions , ~"i\.rried ttr,-,uch its employm.!nt agency 

work ~nd kept a ~lose touch un the sltuoti~n ' So far as I 

:mow, the St ... te of New York VI'iS the flr:>t st'lte to re'!0gnize 

the st tets respon!lil'11ity towards its ci.tizens, and !1 ll.ttle 

over 11 year R(,O , the bee;in:"\ing of September, 1931 , two people 

in AlOOny - - jUst t\';O - - came to a conclusion that 1 twas 

time for the Str> te to act , ana they were the first t\',Q people 

the first pe')ple connected wlth any state government 1n the 

United States that carr,e to that conclusion and acted. And 

those two people Vlere the Lieutenant Governor of the St:lte 

and the Governor of the State . (Ap"lause) . 

The resul t was the t ofter sorr.e oopos1 tlon m th e 

p3rt of the Republican leaders , we fo t tt>.rougl'l the Legislature 

two billS , one on appropriation of twenty mil lion dollars of 

state bonds in order to take care of relief work and match 

the efforts of conrnuni ties in every part of the Stu to that 

needed help . and the second bill w~s the bill to ru ise money. 

And the Lieutenant Governor and the Governor sn:\d to the 

Legislature , "Doublo the income taxes and YJU wl11 raise it, " 

and we did. (Appl(\use) 

The result has been that this state , bet ' 3r than 

any other large stRte - - :>nd , mind you, we have thirteen 

million people in the state - - we have been nulo to cnrry on 

in providing the pure necessities of life to tLose who e1'e out 

of work . '''e " hove, I hope and think , pre\'entcd actual starvn-
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tion in a great many csses . 

The emergency is still before us -- certainly 

through this Winte r. Now , my friends , what are you going to 

do? Are you going to have 3 man in Albany who remEm'bers the 

people who need relief - - a man whose whole career has shown 

his understanding of humanity , his understaooing of crucia l 

needs , 1'1s understanding of the interests of the average 

citizen in this country and what he is up against , or are yru 

going to turn over your State government to a ma n who may 

be entirely sincere but has neither practice nor record in 

regard to any of the work of the Government of the State of 

NeVI York . (Applause) 
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Last tal(e - 1 

Now, there is just one other thing, and tben I am going 

to close -- just .about tvlO 
of 

good deaJj President s , going -

more sentences . I have seen Q 

b:Jc~:: to a certain adl.1inistration 

in \'/ashington, - about the year 1901 and 2 . I Hon't mention 

any names lest that SE:ll'e question should rise again . - I have 

seen Presidents, and I have seen a good many of them, use 

their office with the help of Governors . In other words, 

there can be, and ought to be a pretty close association 

between the office of President , and the office~of the 

Governors of the several states of the Union . I am going 

to let you in on a secret . I hnve been Governor novi for 

nearly four years . filld during that time the Federal 

administration hos never once sought conference with the 

Governor of the State of New York in the solution of any 

problem of social welfare , or of Government __ vlith one ex -

ception: About a year and a half ago one of the many 

commissions appointed in the National Capitol sent a third 

assistant to Albany to talk with a second assistant in one 

of the State Dopartments -- and I heard about it accidentally 

after he had left . But the pOint i.x I make is this: The 

National Government and State Governmenm should and oUGht 

to co - operate wi th each other far more than they hcw.) in the 

past . 

And when I go dOVin to Ylnshington, I propose to start 

something new .{applause -prolonged) , I don ' t Ylant to 
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last take - 2 . 

regard Governors of the 48 States us strllngo people ~Iho 

are carrying on some ful l y unconnected foreign system of 

Government with which I as Prezidont haVe no relation . I 

am. going to ask then to come to \.ashington and sit al'ound 

the table . (applause - prolonged) 

27 

NOW , when I do it -- \'Ion ' t that be realistic? - - when 

I do i t there is one thlng I should like to knOll . I should 

like to know that I can call up l\lbany myself on the long 

distance telephone,and instead of getting Q strange 'Joice 

on the phone j- the voice of a man that I don ' t know . whother 

he is in sympathy with me or not -- I would like to suy on 

that telephone: 

lIHel l o , Herbert : -- (drowned out b;.' applause - pro 

longed) - - I Iii sh you \'Iould run on daVin to the lihi te 

House and have supper . I haVe ~ot fi lot of problems 

that are COmMon problems to the Federal Government and 
you 

the State of He\'! Yorolc . I want/to come daVin and talk 

it over with me , und see if we cnn ' t be of mutunl 

help to each other . " (:lp p laus e) 

I\nd thut is whY J- vel'y simply, but very much from the 

heart, I hope thDt after the Fourth of March next I will be 

able to pick up the telephone just that way . (applause) And 

that you good people -- my neishbors back home __ vlill be 

carrying on in our State t he same policies of social jU3ticc 

and of l iberal government tha t \10 have been living under for 

the past 10 yeurs . Give 

n short time noxt March . 

me th~t holp when I leave 

(applause - prolonged) 
END 

you for 

I , 
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2 . 

So that phase rms in ry introduction to Rochester J and 

to politics . And. as some of you know, I renewed my acqualn-

tance four years ago by lonb distance telephone wIth the City 

of Rochester, all the flay from down in Georgia, 1200 miles 

away . fl.nd before I \mew it , I was nominated for the Governor -

5hip of this State . (applause +- prolonecd) . 

I don't wan t to make a speech to you to - dny . You 

are friends and neighbors of mine . ,\l1Q during these many 

years you people in Rochester -- and indeed I think in almost 

every cOI1l!~unlty in this State -- Must have become rather 

tired of seeing ny face constantly poppin~ up in season and 

out . (laughter) I can tal!: to you thou.:::;h a::: 

nei-ghbors , and I \Iant to talk to you about norrethlng that 

you and I have eot an equal interezt in , ~- the Government 

of our State . I am not here in the ~ul~e or a Presidential 

candidate -- not for one minute . I \mow what Monroe County 

is going to do on the 8th of November , so far as I am con

cerned . (laughter-a~plause) 

But I want to talk to you about something that con- • 

cern!} you and me just about equally, - - wi th equal importance 

to the National problem in many \"/ays, -- and thnt is: Wl'at 

are you and I goin.; to do about our State a.ftet' the first of 

January7 I W&nt to take you back - ~ a3 Ly old friend 

-
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3 . 

Al Sn1 th would st!y, ' Let I s look n t the record . , I (laughter -

applause - prolonBed) . ,Ie OT'e not afraid to . 9.S'< the qu astion 

as to where ... :e Brc l1olT,g in tr.is State after tne first of 

Jcnunry . I know the ens"er, ~nd I tr.lnl{ rost of you do too . 

There came out of a newspnper tl",c oth('r day a report 

of a speech by n very brave a'1d a very fine youn", man who 

Is runnlnJ for Governor of thls State on the Ropl;bllcn.n 

ticket -- an 010 friend of mine ~ P.nd the h()(Jdlluo in this 

story says , "Colonol lJonovan rldicule3 the l"orgotten " to.en , - - -

Uridicules the forgotten man" ~ . .nr he \}ants to &'lOW 

whether Iny claim that there are for~otte:l people In this 

country 1 s based on nn!," record of accompli ;r~ nt in this 

State . .nc.. I Vlill tell him: 

Is thf' record of acconplishl e'1t in tL1s State Ilorth 

quoting? Or 1s it sorncthin;:; \10 \.nnt to hido wlder a bm:hel? 

Let us go bnck : There are two theorios oJf Govel'nment 

1n this Stq,te , ju~t a3 the:'e are two tr.eroics of liovcrnr:ent 

in I/ashlngton , - - the theory of peoplo \'/ho wf'nt to let thin,3s 

alonej who rion t t Ifont to movo forl"ard; \,ho opposo legt.,lntion 

just bOCQUSO it 1:> nO\1; nnd who h(lve to have 1:"1.p 'ovemont 

1n Governmont forcad down their throat . 'I'lirt t ~ une nide . 

The other side, - - tho stJe of thoso \;ho believo 1n 

progress of govo:l.'nl,en"., in making gove;-nr:en': r:ovo clo., 

with the pro_ross of I'men civ1lizf'tion Qn1 )"'lot ;)t-Lf'U l,.jll 
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4 . 

NO~I. it iz perfectly true -- let U3 be !'air -- there 

ere some parts of this country. there are so~e ~ tntes. there 

are some commun_ties , some counties and s01l1e vills3es cnd 

some towns, vlhcrc the so - cf'_lled poli tical party that has 

represented proc;ress h~s been the Republiclln Party . And 

there are other places whore it has been the Democratic 
whRt 

Party . But on the other hecnd, ole ['rc concerned \'11 th --

you and myself -- has been the history of tl,e 3tf.te of New 

Yibrk . !\nd mind you, when I arl tal!dng nbout l'trt11ez, I 

am not talking about the rank and file of the Republican 

Party . I am talkin~ nbout the leadership of t~e Republican 

Party , and th(; people who soeak for it . 

What does the record 5ho\-1 on thct? 
"forgotten man"? '"ell , let us analyze Ii 

,;'ho is 
littlo: 

this 
After 

that convention in this Hall in 1910 I was t::lcctcd to the 

State Leg1s1ature as a member of the Senate . I was 

only Q kid , but I found myself dovin thflre in that Legis 

lature along Vlith a lot of otl1er kids -- mostly on the 

Democ r atic side ~ Jim f'oley , who is novi the Surrogate of 

NeVI YOrk Ci t y, and the c;rent leading at1thor~_ty on the n.nw 

of Decedents ' Estates'. And Bob \,Q~ner , 3enC'tor from this 

State, in './ashington . .l.nd Alfred E . Smith, tho leader of 

the Assembly . 

I 
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,10\1. you had theru Eo. ~ro'Up of youno..> me:') -- and I ;InS 

proud to belon' to tr.lIt group. ur.d prob"bly 1" you will '];0 

back th"'ovgh tre LeGida':.lO'1, and ':.hc h· story of this 

~tll.tcJ you Vlill fino th"l.t theI'c VIc..S ilO sln..,:lo cssion of 

the Legislature that pr,Jdt;ccd l).S much as that session of 

1911. Did it count for anything? ~,'oll , let us see: 

That vms tho sc[:sion tllat passed til") \'/orl{l.!f>ns ' COmDonsation 

Law, llnd \'10 your.gs';ers in th:l Legls::,aturo I.ho \/(.ro in 

favor of' it -- \;e v/cr€' called COrlllt"'mlsts ; lie \I~rc cnlled 

radicals . JI.nd who pre the L n 'ers of th{; op"lol'\ltion? --

0 , 'lot the Re1Utl1~B.r. ?nrty ~ Thnt Is different . But the 

5 . 

lenaers of the oppoai tion \"'['r<:' the lead rs of' the rlepuhllcun 

Party who are t.ssent1allJ the srune flS the loaders of that 

Party aro to .day ~ - In :nany canes the sane me;'} . In other 

caso!), tile saine trend of tr..ou.,;ht , \lr.R.t else di1 '/0 put 

through? ,A put tr..rout;h th~ diroct pr{.l.lary lin{S , with the 

idea of tryinG to cl~mi.1flte Salle of tr.e control over parties 

which at that time \:a~ rested too much in the rands of a 

selfish fevl , hIld \"10 put throu'3h factori inspection In\,ls . 

You peoole didn ! t ':001'/ thet until that s,~SSiOjl I,hen there 

was prs~t1cslly r'o :tuch thine; us a i''''ctor:' inn'1()ct10n 

law on tht: [itatt,te 0C'oks of this Stnte . 

fir t, 10.\1, 111!t.in~ 
1n nl.u'ltry, anu ' 
whon l'Ie T:\ (.Ie 1" '11 
to \lork more t::Lsr. !j: 
'ere . 

~ho hours of lS00r r Ir 
1'0'Jj.t ,~e v'ore (I01'l~ 

'!.. -"or \1OI:ll"'n "In c~ 

L~u:.'~ a ""'ok . '1'b t 

lie ntlnr.ert the 

1el s.lei Ct 11cr( 1 
(., h .... rolc t,!J,1'lg 
.. ren 11' 1', '~t· 
,~ how 1''1 1 0.1 ' .... 
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6 

And I succeeded in getting t hrou,::h the let'." CC'lllinc- for 

one daylg rest in sev~n . It was never on t~e books before 

thet . And so fortt- a!1 ci so on. :Vho were t:lOse l<!-',s intend

ed to help? The forgotten ",ar. a::.u t h ~ for,,:otten "'oman 

(applause) . 

I urn i2'oing back i.1 tellir.£ you t:1:Jt i:1 order to give 

you a little history of our 0"':1 Stl'te. Fr'),,; that dey to 

this there har. aeer. a defini te li:1e of demarC<'.ti·:m betlveen 

Der.;ocratic leader.;hip on the one hand ar.d aepu'clicar. leader

ship on the other, and I will prove it. 

The Dernocr.'"tic leaders were in control of the 

policies of this State from 1911 do'·rr. throu'S~ 1914, and I 

do not hesi t<l.te in saying t!1at d'Jrir.g thoRe years, in 

Albany. that the Democratic le(loer8hip in Albeny put this 

State in the advance, at the head of the procession of all 

the other st1.tes in re;<...rci to progressive and liberal laws 

of all kinds, liberal ~ovcrn~~nt intep.ded to benefit the 

average citizen. 

'r'hen we hlid four years of RtE'r.lji(lf still, ant:. I 

wOJ.ld like to ask : Dl~ri!l5 triose four years of Governor ':1hi t

rr.an , '''hat constrto.ct:vc ~e",sure \'"a8 nut on the statute boo~r 

of this State - 1914 to 19181 
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7 

After four years of s~"'ndinc; still it "as neccsso.ry to 

start the "neels ~oin:; once reare, and ""lJClt r!ic1 ,1e clo? In 

the Fall of 1919 '-e elected Alfred E. 8".i ttl Governor 

( applauf': e) • J1.nd ... t en h (. C ).:':IC in !1 f! f 0 .. me m:.lcr. t:J eo . In 

tl"O yeA.TS he eCCO ... plio:led much to brin~ us b8.ck, to try 

to catch up for the fOlu years o~ "'ast~(" time . 8'lt in the 

great ::;1'lcep of t:1C Pr12side:1tial e::'ectif)n of .l.S'20 he went 

do.,m to defea.t, aad :18 '-'8.8 sncce.::dc.d ::'y a vC~'y -"orthy 

Jud~e fro .. u:,,-Statc Ne'"' Yor~, Ju1,.;p UiJ.] (,1' . Judbe Yill~r 

haa ''I"h't t .• ~y call a 'lmf'ir.ess ed, .. ir.ist:'atio:1. . He cut the 

expenses of .;oyzrnJ'!l(.ot. Ri6ht. HI.; pruned neTf..; and he 

pruned there. It did not m1.kc any difference so long as 

he pru,'led . Thet.3 is prunio,?; ar.d pruninr~ . 

"lhen )'OU quit t~kin6 Cl'r0 uf ti. ... r.o'lsjng facilities, 

anc the petients of the stC'te of N~' Yo"i<, for t''rO years 

and start making t~er:. sleep in triO corridors of our StB.te 

HospitalS, I i'lJ" not for that kir.d of pro.lning (tpplA.use) . 

'Yhcn yO'J. begin to cut on the sPFropriatio,.s for p'l".:llic 

health, I em not in favor of that Kind 0: rrunin; . The 

result ·<l..S , after t·,/O yeurs of Govl)rr,or '~illcr , the PE09lC 

of ttis State f';ent Alfre<'l, E. Sll,ith Of'C6 ta AlbC'TIY, thC't t;:.rre 

far six yE:ers, in order ta rcoc.ir t!'J.e dc.l..1a be thct ~t:..c' '1:'1'.1 
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don~ by Republican leadership (app11use) . 

I a':l gettir.g do·.··n to modern tll':'les, 'but I urn givir.g 

you e bael'ground. I am quoting the :-ecorc. . "(hen Go ... cr

nor 5: .. i t:l came bac:{ :If' i1Rd r.,:,t or.:!.y to 6';;1'1 t in to build 

hospitals ['.nc' prls'.Jns, to ::rb,n.c t'h .. he"!t:. flystem of 

the State, to =eorg;ln~Z(; tr.,:: ·'1:10~C ti":.dte ,:;uvcrnmC'nt, -

inCIdentally Cllttin'" 118 J.iff~:-o:,t JC}.Jart:"lcnts vI go'.·ern

ment <:1.o."n to la -- jr'.fJ, t~'\t 18 rcod 'ht..sLl(E,S - oi Course, 

but he ha1 to do a lot more ~c haj ~o br~n~ t~c s~~tc 

up to !Lodern ideas of f'cci.al j'..lStice. 

I hav~ tal.<.cd aoout social justice a e.'ood mnny times 

and I alli gOIng ';;0 kc~p on. He believeD anr the people of 

the State bclicv.::d ju·t a fCI"; t:lirp-s. No'~ let us see '."'het. 

You have all heard Bcout t~.:: St'\~ .... Par'{ pro,":rarn. Thine;:s 

were getting to this cess in the 5tH.;) of :Ic":" Yor!~ that a 

great deal of t~c best land in t~lB State, Gccnic land, 

beaches, fO:-13sts , ctroar.1s , '''crc gcttifi~ PO corpl.:tcly in 

th.:. handa of prlv ... tc. o".-rncrs "rho put b:lrbod-"!::'rc I.:::oces 

around. thern thE't ':~.(' uv .. rage c1tL:cr. c.J'lld .':H'rha;lf' drive 

alor.g t:H; 9:.1011c 01 Et'h'''a~', but he CQ\'ld (I{lt ~Q six inch~s 

off th"~ t.ig;:r··<..y ~f) ('at Us lunc~ ·~itho.lt :c':;~ing arIC3~'~ 

(applauot.:) , 

-
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(applause) . 

And so U~d~T the 1~ader5hi~ of ~ver~o~ Smith we 

started a pA.7 k jJrcgrJ.l'I, and 1 t cost a let of ([cn~y, and. 

the people ot tht~ tt'11;~ cf '1_, •• ".''')..-i<: , ,f t:1~~· had .it t::l 

do over <",gai n, 
'
-'d"'e" ",11 ",,·-1,· 

w~o cannct af"ford to own fi f -y ::C_'t:t. 0- (';1<' ',!".ou.H'.,.d 

Yea thet r~s fnr t~e ~1~d cf forgotten man that 

I am talking about (ap)lause). 

And he had to builJ up the labor laws. He had to 

9 

practically rf>bulld the highl'lays .,: t.he S'tste of Her' York. 

He had to strengthen eve=y klna of socia~ leg!sletion 3nd, 

last but not least, he had to 17ithstand a te!"f!"ic effort --

on the part of who? - - R..:publican l,.b.de:-ship to g1 vc away 

to the power trust the State-o ... med '.'lpter pC'\\'er, one 

million ancJ. a quarter hOrE:.€:-po7"cr <In the St. :"u.\-rf>~oc River. 

YeJ. }'OU pecple "'ho burn Em ele··tr~,,: light, in 'jour 

57 
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10 

power 1s not nor. in private ':<.TtH"r!'l:'lir. He wO-.lld have 

been the perennial and continual Govern0r of the St~te 

of Nff.' York if we had not decided to run him for the 

Presidency; he would still be Governor. But \7e did 

decide and we did our best to elect him , and at th3t 

particular point in the picture this Convention Hall 

comes in agai:'l because they pulled me up north fram 

Georgia and made me run in his place (apP18use). 

I am bringing you down to the F~ll of 1928. Any 

one of these great social measures that I have mentioned , 

tha t were put through in the earl y days when 'Ii ewer e to

gether 1n the Legislature or in the eight years that 

Smith was Governor. anyone of them, I ask you to name 

any single one that was sponsored by the Republican 

leadership in this State, and you car.not name one . 

When I went to Albany four years a.go I hart still a 

lot of work to do . '.'Ie still had to carry O'lt the building 

program to take care o f the warde of the State . We hud 

to take care of the crippled children. ]~ had to t~ke 

care of the mentally deficient pe0ple. ','/~ he;! to ttlke 

care of the prisoners , many of "'hom ',':ere beiolt housed in 

olJ-time cells that went back to the yeur 1840. Prisoners? 
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Su r e . But hU:Jan b~i ngs 3.nC j n i 'i'" C'~s~s fo!'~ot ten men 

also (app~~usc) . 'ic 1'.'2r(. h0usir", :;:"!rF., in cello thAt 

"ere six feet long , (Lnd fic;ure this out iI, yow: o'""n 

lI,inj, six feet long, a.nd that InC<::.ns th~t n. tlil"!. r.an 

CQ...lld not etrctch out all tr.e "ar, am'. six feet high , 

and the! '~IO~:-,;:; "Gr.at a tall fel1o\': co',\lC: n0t st<.tr.d U,) st r a. i §:h t 

still ta1 ~ lot of those :7ith prisoners in them . In 

other 'or:1.6 , ,-;c rtill had the task of catchin:; 'lP to 

brint t,,~ St,-te -(1VC:'T, e:1t t:p to our ideals of I.,oaern 

civil1zati nr . . 

';"lho \-88 it that rroposed all t:1,"'tt? -:as 1 t the lceder 

of the R,,!lnblico.n majori ty in the S"nI1tc , our nld friend 

Senator i<.nj ,ht7 1'~3 it the spe, ker or t:w HC;>iJblican 

majority iT, tile Assel.!bly , our ala friend, Speakel' !.!c::;'nine",s? 

"lias it tnt: Ch:tirf'Jan of the Rep'Jbl1c .:m St.rt\.: CO"l1..l ttCL:? Iro . 

7lho propoccd it? The DCr.locr ~t ic ad:ninistn tif)n in Albany . 

And 171'.0 0PIJosed it? The Republican It;!Ader!:l~.iD . 

7{ho proposed mal:ing the so-cal1~d 48 hO'Jr 'rIorJ{ lrl'l for 
women a.nd chiljren in injustry a real 48 hOl,;,r IIH7 i:lstf''ld 
of a 49} hour 1m .. ? It took me tl~O lJeCC1Jnfl of the Lei is1;1-
ture before t:1~ Republican le1.ders '7el'e en,.rellcd to cor.:e 
to it . I ol:ppOse now they ,'rill clai r.; thnt they pO~,;f'd t!lf' 
B111. Sure, t:ley passed it . Tho I.lade t:le ... ? I dij . 
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And who ~roposed and put throU6h a half h~liday a week 

for w,Jmen l.n l.r.d.ustry -- vias it the ~e9ut-lican leaders? I 

leave that to you . And who pIop,::.sed put t. i 0b occupat ional 

d1. seases in i ndust ry on the 1 i st of wo:;kr.:en ' S cO:rt()ensat ion 

diseases for which workers could ~e comp~ns~teci? It took 

me three years to get that through the nepublican leadership ' s 

heads . (applause) 

And who , at the beginning of this deO)ression, foud,ht 

8:,ainst extending the state systeu of employment offices 

throughout the state? I will le~ve tThct to you . And who 

oP.Josed the carrying out of the pal'k sy!--tem which ~overnor 

S .. ,lth had begun 1 No, it was not the Dcmocro.tic Administra-

t ion. Every year I had to fi ght to get the park program 

carried through. And who wa~ it that first proposed the 

system 01 old a~e ~ensions thc..t we have Got in this state? 

(applauseQ.. Well , this old bolshevik that I s talking to you 

today (ap.Jlause - laughter) 

I had that in my fL.-st annual mecsa~e to t he legisla_ 

ture on January 3 , 1929, and t he Republican lead;:;: rs threw 

up their hands in holy horror and said, u ..... h:lt's the matter 

with the poor farm?tI (laughter) . "' fli r;houldn ' t v;e keep 

the poor house , the county poor house? It' c a very nice 
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13 

adjunct to our political machine in ni:1e cO'.1!'l.ties out of ten 

in upstate ;~~\I Yo::::" 

This fello'll RoC's~velt, !1e i s '-'- cO.(J..nI.:.nis~ . (so:;llause) 

"::ell, duri':1h t.'h~.-~ sessior.. we b '~n to h~ar down in , 

Albuoy fr0m t:1C peode of t:lis stJtc , a"l<J t~-,e leaplc of this 

state rculized -- I l'.i11 ~ust chow ~ 01.: h o, 0.11" rr,inds ha",'e 

movet.:. \.' l,hese past t wenty ye::uc -- ih,;] ~ c'.l.lized that it is 

a whol~ Int better fo r old paoplc to 00 1;'- £.e!"l. care of in the ir 

own ho",es , or in t~eir friend ' r.:; ho,,1(.s , 0:- i:'1 their families' 

homes during their ueclinir,g day::, when tl.roil;:;l no fault of 

their own they ha ve co.ue to distr~:::~ and r_ced ; fa r better that 

than to turn them OV2T to the ~eft iOt"titutio;, in all the 

\1or1d . (applaL<ce) 

And so the li'oislClturc he.::.rd the voice of t:te people 

of this Gta~~ . r;nd they finally did the usu.ul tt,in\:.> -- the y 

dccid~d th~y v anld o.'point a L;o,y,J:lission . 

theory in the back of my head that that appaintin: of commis- I 
silons is not only a trick of the Republican leauer::;hip i n the 

Stat e of l;ew York . I hove heard of the same practice down 

in '.':as::1.n,;ton , D. C. (aD;Jlause) 

;,01'1, after thLLt com,r.ission ha: been Ghtidg for a year , 

they did th un~xpectcd t:1in6'. 

to-Jod r~co[ ... 0:10; tion, and th.1t WP3 to .)U";: in U sjstem of 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: A

dd
re

ss
 a

t R
oc

he
st

er
, N

ew
 Y

or
k,

 O
ct

ob
er

 1
8,

 1
93

2



• • 

14 

old a3e security a;ains t want th'ro;.:.g)lO'J.t the state, 90d i-t 

Vias such a strC'n; docum(!nt , tha.t aftcr <>.bou t a month and a 

half of calling it communisti c , the Repu01ican le3islaturc 

passed the necesS:l.r~' l egislation. 

Claim c r edit for it? Sure. Sure they clail"ed credi t 

for it . The candidate for gove r no r on tha.t ticket i s saying 

that is a 8.epublican measure. How , if that ! s the kind of 

campaign that he is 60ing to C onci.uct i:1 t his state, let me 

give you a Vlord of prophecy . He is gain.; to De beaten just 

as badly as myoId friend Charlie Tuttle \;a8 i n 1930. (applause) 

And then ",hat happen~d on power? st . Lawrence power , 

if you like. ,:,'cll , yoJ,;.. and I know th6t the first year they 

appointed a commission in order to ;{cep t:-lis sov.:: r no r quiet 

and the COhlmisGiC'ln brought in a report the second year, am 

at the same ti~e in order to ~cep thic bovernor of yours 

quiet, they a~pointed another commission to loo:c into the 

question of the State's relationship to publ i c utility 

corporations, al'l.d who Vias counsel of that Republican -

Republican-appointed, Republican-controlled Committee? The 

counsel to it and the man who wrote ti1C report Vias my old 

friend Col . Donovan (laughter) . You S~~ I am begininng 

to ti~ thin~s together, my friends . 

On that committee I thin :< there Vlere n i ne people on 

it, I had the ap~ointm.::nt of three, a,ld the six Republican 

-
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members, including the pr2siueot-pro-tcm of the senate, 

Senator Knight, ane s~vcrel of the late: ASS0tJlblymen, 

they brought 1n a repo~t pr~parej by their counsel, Col. 

Donovan, just as r eac ti~nary a d0cument as you possibly 

could find anywhere in regard to lJublic relation to utility 

companies. And my three rne::1bers -- there were only three 

of them __ brought in a minority report to the contrary. 

There 1s a perfectly clear definite issue this Fall 

between the Democratic attitude and this public utility 

control towards the development of theSt. Lawrence water 

power on the one side, and the Republican attitude which 

would take you back, my friends, tal<e you straight back 

to the days when the R~~ublican-controlled legislature 

of this State gave away a darter for the Statc-ovmed 

power on the St. Lawrence to the Aluminum Co;upany of 

America, fre~ of cost. 

Why. why do I say that 1 Because I repeat that the 

lead~rship of the Republican Party. not the rank and file, 

but the handful of people who control its leadership a~d 

Us machinery are the same people today as they were in the 

year 1907 when the so-called Aluminum Trust grab was put 

through the Legislature, and you havE se~n it go on ~v~r 

si nee. You have seen it in that second ~erjn of Governor 
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Smi th wr>.cn the ~er-ut:lican Attorn'))" '}€n"!I'a1. t 'l.' ied thTolJlol;h 

the old lJ.ac;"'1.n~ry that I'as t~cn i,1 '~xi.o;tcnc2 to have the 

\"iat",r aoarJ, so-celled , cf this StaLe han .... over to the 

private power co .. panie5 the same St. Lal".rcncc paY/er on 

a $o-co.llcd fifty yea;: lease, fifty yenr leilS2 . 

V:Gll, "rhile they were about it y:hj dicin ' t the; 

make ita five hundr2d year ~easc . ';:c r:ould all be 

dead anYVIay . (lau!;hter am applause). 

Nov., r.ly friends , in those days there r!aS a vcry 

dalishtful founs: b~ntlaman, a good friend of mine in 

this state , who had be(>n speaker of the Ass<::nbly, Ed 

::achold , the Rc::>ublic:ln leader. Iou all :{nolV about 

him. And. we Democrats used to say in t:.os::: days that Ed 

Ul)cnold \"as tied Hp Wit~l the.: PeY'cl' !'ru3t \'-~lile he \7aS 

i n the Asse:nbly . Everybody ~!'Iey, it but the} used to stand 

up and say, "Oh, no, no relationship yjhatsoev~r; not ev.::n 

a fifth couain ll (ltughter and a.Jplnus.::), But just the 

minut e he got out of the Ler;islaturc he turns up as onc 

of the principal owners and one of the 9rineipal officers 

of the Uiagra Hudson Power Cor.;pany . 

(lal':ghter ). 

A strung- coincidence 

And, my friends , I am not mul<inl any charg-:::s but I 

-
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am siml'ly making a sir.;pl~ ste_~eLt ... nt . A simple statement 

that you nave 30t three wef'ks to i .vestig"Lte and come 

to ,our owr. co~~lusion8 (applause). 

This othe:. friend of mine, wno is now runnin6 for 

the GovErnorship on the R~ouJlican tic:{et, is the favored 

candidate of the same Elec:~rical Utilit ies int eref:ts that 

we r e behind Ed ~':o.cho ld in the old days . He is their 

lntimat€ associate. He i s consulted by ther,\ on all 

occasions a~ct t'-ley were the principal back.srs of his 

nominatlo~ on the RC?ublican ticket . You have got three 

weeks to talk that ovel' in this state and you Vlill find 

that I am right just the way in the old days I was right 

about my friend Ed ~achold (ap91ausc) . 

17 

How, 1 thinh it is a fair question -- I think it is 

a perfectly fai r natter to ask, f or th~ people of the 

St ate to ask , and I am not doing it -- I em running in 

Penn sy lvania and We st Virginia and tl&:r~lilJlllixB.mxIndiana 

the next day, and Illinois and Uissour i the next day --

I haven ' t got thme to ask quest i ons in this State and so 

I am going to let you people do it. Go out and ask the 

Republican candidate for theGove r no r ship how he stands in 

re~d to hiG St . Lawrence ~ol i cy . That is a fair quest ion, 

\ 
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Ask him if he stands foux-square with 1.le on t. ha t policy . 

Ask him if ~le is Gov~:nor , 
., 
1. ho I.-i 11 co - 00,,1' c.:. t e wi th 

next 
me down in '::o.shi!lbto~l :iz.s.,k :-'<,.11. (ap-olause) As:< hi .• , if 

he is in f'J.vOI' , dcfi'ltcly, yes ') l' no, in faYo!' 0' the 

state of ~er: Yor:. bui:d:'ng the ctaw and tr.e t'>O\',e r house 

across that ;;iver pod ilaving its hands on the throttle 

of the pow~r from nOfl on into eternity (ap.)lc..usc) . Ask 

him if he is in favor, as I have been, of h3.vin 5 what X 

have called the 
right 

thC/X33 and the 

birch-rod in the CUpbO'll'd, of having 
if 

authority/ax a private utility cor;.pany 

!lllt:UZ won ' t transt:1it aod distribute that pow.;;:r into your 

homes, into the individual homos 'lod the apartments and 

farms and 8r.,0.11 business of this State, o iving good 

service at a reasonable rate, Lf :'e wOJ.ld then f ~v or 

hllvin6 the State of llew York go into t:.c business and 

transmit the pow~r itself (a.j~lausc) . ':'hey arc forgotten 

people too (laughter). Thej have be~n p .. 'etty well over-

looked , these rt.epublican lce.ders in this State for Just 

ten years (a;)leusc) • 

• 

• 

And I believe __ I don ' t believe in parts that do 

not ~ean mUCh, like ten __ a dozen is a whole lot better. 
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Twelve 1e a lot bet £:r than ten 8:J.Q t:"3t 1.6 r.hy I .. auld 

like to see the progrese1.ve policies in t.-,is State 

atretc;")od to a round dozen years . :;OV1 hov: on!'! "jou do it? 

(A:l")pl!luac) You ~n;)'W how to do it and I tnoVi' ~,0\t to do it . 

You just ca.1' t 

tol:o a. feUow out of t:1'; office of :":nyor of the City WilO 

hDe neve:- bean 1n ,Al oany in ~)lB 11i ,., a,d put btJ:'. 1:1 0.-,-=';0 

of the Stctc gov~r"l Lnt "ito definite o.Sf'l,;.rn:"\ce t:l-: .,c 

is ro1re; to bJ r Buctessful joverno. for ev_rjbody . You 

cun ' t ta.ke 0. Dcn jUAt b~cauBC "'.e he.o been h:nd of a bi3 

business and .-,lIke hiD Go .... er:10r n ....... b,- surt:: tx·the 91'111 

be a 6I'~a.t govJrnor . Y:lU t.3Vg :;ot L h!lve E". ,.,t .• 1n.;: c:.ore 

t~1o.n pollcy. You M\_ I6'Ot to Mve \.wo <Jt':ltr quclities. 

You hey got to hIlv.;! policy t h£o L 1. r1Sbt . If 1'.'e are ~ing 

to do 8:lyth1ng at ('11 1n t .. 9 ~\·"'rnorsh1p -- co _ on sc;;nso . 

But you have ~t t:l havo t?:o ot::or tjuo.l1t1oe, :'ou nave 

got to rove 801,.0 knor.ledgo of tl"u govern. lent Heolf . You 
vo.at 

hev'] l50t 1.. ~ llav.: so .. .::body thct nO"1l tt,J 1.':0 cl'l.1 n ,uy 

of a corporation t~t is spendin 6 pr~tty nacrly thr~a hunUrod 

[Jillion dollo.ro a jeCJ: of your t.,oncy t:1o.t you Ilre :l otOCI';-

hold.:lr in. You can 1t just \1;0 ,,-oct tf'!':e so . .abouy fro . .! on 

ent1rcl, differoJnt. bucinooa cnu cc cure t llt .18 is .;oln.,. to 
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make good. The feet of b.::ino a l::"'l'iye~ c.ves f10t mean that 

r.ly friend Col. Donovan w.:mld hl.::.ke a !S0ad Governor . The 

fect t~~t Col . Donov~ is an cxtraordln~ily brave man , 

a spl::mcid r:Jcn \':ith a ~re:3.t war recoro. coes not ,n-ove 

th3.t he "'ill rnak~ e. good (;ov0rnor . 

Uor., letls CO;.l~ down to hin. You have 30t to have 

certain ot~er qualities if yol,;. cen fi,a t:1er.l and it is 

not ev~ry yc<r you Ca.;l, but in this Stilt-e, r.1Y fri~nds, 

you :-,uve got this year a pretty siaple choice. You !1a.VC 

got a men \7ho is not only an experienced busineGs cxecu-

tive , a me.n with great ability alont; JL.sinel's lines, ant. 

believe Ee in the next two years we 'Ou.;ht t: have a pretty 

~cd businesc m:3.n in Albany. I can tell you that, there 

are going to be bUGincS6 problems of tile first magnitude, 

cuttin~ budgets, collecting taxes , I~.a.(in-, both ends tl~tlt 

20 

and fro]', ti.:1C to tiue borrowing 1.1oney at t he lowest posdblc 

rates of interest . That i s one quality trot this [Olen hao , 

excellent business jud •. :,cnt , excellent blisincss training, 

A.bov e that he hes got a t:10rough ~Do\7Iedge of a.n 

experience in the Sta.te governr,lent itself. H.J knows every 

nook a."ld cranny ot' the State , evcl'y county , ev ry institution 

and, believe :.le, we have got un awful lot of inctituti.ms 
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in the St ate of ITc~ '\"1 -tr..X . You have g;)t to kr.ow t. t hing. 

you have got tv see a thi ng , you have got to be fruuiliar 

with the cdmi nis trative proble~s of ev~ry institution be-

fore you can really l.l8.k·:;: a g:.od gOY "rna I'. ~·,ell , l et r.J.e 

give you an illust ration. You cannot check up on every-

thin; at the sai:!2- ti lJc . 

SOl,)C thingE are bound to g et past even t he fellow with 

the best intentions and the hc..rd~st wo r king man in tile world., 

I found last year by pure luck . I happened to see c pi cture 

of a new cow barn doym in nockland County t hat the State 

Architect and the De~rt.:tent of Soci el ';'ie lfare h~.d put up 

in C071nection with Litchwor th Village whlc!1 i s the place that 

ne take care of mente-lly deficient children ln , and I looked 

at the plane , and I «now soceth ing about e. farm f.1ysel f, and 

I Eaid to !:lyself lilt is a beautiful barn but vl~at is t he 

astir.late of its cost 7" How, they were gOing to put in there, 

they we r e goin6 to put in f orty cows and t h ey were .;o ing to 

make the State ~ay )160 , 000. for that barn. And when I 
heard that I say that is .}, 4000. per cow (laught:::r). And 
yet the housing of th-::s :' un f o r tunate ch ildren is being 
done by the Stato at les8 than ; 3000. per child. l;oVl , 
thet i s tho kind of thing that cO:.:es Utl be for e a Govel'nor 
Eind requires not only constant vigilance on his part but 
it requires also a pretty good knowled~e of th e St ate ' s 
institutions. 

-
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Finally , the third qml~fi"(Ltion is t'!:is: Yell know t ha t there 

are two ways of aopro,,".r.iLL e\"e1'y anfle. You C::1n approach the 

thing tlmt 1s cefore you, the pr0ble~ in front of you , from 

the cold !J\atter - of-fa~t point of vievl, to t! 'ink only 1n terms 

o!' buSiness , to think only 1.n terms of the t.nla""\c e sheet , to 

thinle only in terms of makinc a financial l'Pcord -- and let 

us be 'lui te frank -- thn t is the ]{ind of governor our old 

fr iend Governor Miller l'Ias , and that Is not said in deroca 

tlcn of Governor IJiller , because alonp: trose lines he was 

loo%,. But there Is the other type of governor t~lr\t views 

things from tr.e point of humanity , VInO t~ll1ks 1n ter:ns of the 

greatest good for the greatest number, who 1s honestly shocked 

if patients of hospitals have to sleep out in the corridors , 

and docs sOI.,ething about it, who is honestly shocked when he 

hears about prisoners I"lho ~leep l.n ~"!Iall cell" , 'lnc. Joes some 

thing about it. 

NOW , yo'.! have'" l'O''ln .... ho has all threo of :-'~ ose 

quall.fl.c'ltlons -- a. business man , a man wit!' 11 comfllote 

knol'lledre of the s t a te government , imllde (\nd out., amI a 

hwnllnltarIan , and that is 1·llly I rm asking the people of this 

State , on this Ono short stop that I con sp r9 in upstate 

New Yorl< , I urn D.3kInr, U.em to send dOwn t o l,lOOny as my 

successor the prosent LIeutenant Go vernor of this StntEl , 

ColOnel Lehman . (Applause.) 
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F .. r'll!y. my f:rl._ :iI,"} ut'", t:J ju~t OroO ruOre th1np: 

tLt1o.t Arf()~t9 trl:'! .tr.t", . '.rd It ~.ft\J~ts n.:l fltltlon -- believo 

(hr I-use) 

I'ow , tl.cr r.rQ t C' sid(':1 to UIL~.rlOlr:i!Jnt: OT.e 1s 

n!rr,Q:Jt 100'1 11 Mtlon"l problom of "'~"n~in ond restorlrlf' __ 

"h'lru:;iru ('ur o"'oDool~ 9 from Villi t t 10J 1'0 to 'n.,) m", ro t_orJll 

'("'1_0 , l'eator n'5 <J1U' eCf)noml,,;s to "'''!J!'!on SE-r.sa "'nJ. g(;tt1nr 

t~b c,:nmtry t,,,"k on 1 ts foat :!Hlnoly '"In n' bu'" l1y so t:1ft 

by lI.ttfl~,o:1ne on 11 tl'ousand fronts f\t tl:o :l llLI tto.J .. 0 wUl 

r Sl''"...e nOl'c-.al blISirlo!'s . Th.Dt 1s tr.o nntlon" .. ~roblo""' , Lrut 

WIt. to: 11 gO'lS 0"'1 lrt:.od1'ltcO r 'ct-lom tt.nt al pLies tv cVilry 

co::mro'"1t/ in t)-a Unite !-'ltos , "n1 t~.,t 1 .. '1 tl":r,J'3-fold 

pr;Jtl~: r. tiar.' I , 10cI11 '1111 st to . ~s I ) l'U sn d n.ny 

tlmos , t c r ":It r03ror.:JlbUlt:r 1" or. tt 10'" lity to do 

"hilt thoy '0' for tho rallor ork <>1' t 000 w!"'o 're unomployed , 

and , 1 .... t'1dor,ttll1y , you !>'Jor-Io 1n kvde9ter "1'0 known allover 

the 'Jnit d Stotos :I t!\Vlr-6 v,de .. .mu of the.. 1"I~!1t toll4"ont 

nnti !'rUrf"U3sful lltt t'ks on t' t Ioeni proh:em eof n y ran.""TUJ'lity 

in U,e '-our.try. Thut is tho 10t'n1 ,nd ot 1t , nn'1 'lion th'.t 

i9 lnsuffictent , thon 1.t 1s til,) duty ot tlo ..,t"to to '1to;)p 1n , 

and , hon th'j t 19 insufficlont , thon it 1~ tho duty of t! 0 

Fedor .. l f10VOI'J'lnnt itsoJl! to step l.n nnd )rln~ roltut . 

Lat loppenod 1, t~h .:.t:'lto? TLrou,:h tt t linter 

of 193 - 1':\31, "Ie .. t'lte kept in closf\ tou"'h In.1 l'o\Jl'din"lted in 

tho effort.!! of nil of tl'o C'oJtr.::unitt"!l , UP:lt t" "nd Jo\m"l teo 
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It rr,ade su~e.esti::>ns. l":,\l-oy·ieJ. tt.roUi~b its employment agency 

work and ~ept a r.lose tonch un t Le s 1 tun ti':)n' 3 0 far as I 

:.mow, the St te of Kew York \,I~, S the f~r:;t st'1te to re-:.ogllize 

the st..:.te !s respon::itility towards its c i tizens , 9.nd a l).ttle 

over a year f1go , the beginr;ing of Serternber , 1931 , two people 

in Albany - - just tl·:O -- came to a conclusion that 1 twas 

time for the Strte to act , and they were the first two people 

the first people connected \Vlth any state government in the 

United States that came t o that conclusion and acted. And 

those two people Vlere the Lieutenant Governor of the State 

and the Governor of the State . (Ap01ause) . 

The result Has that after some opposlt10nm the 

part of the Republir_an leaders , we got t.1u'ough the Lc. g islflture 

two bills , one an a~propriation of twenty mi ll i.:Jn dollars of 

state bonds in order to take care of relief work and match 

the efforts of communities in every pert of t!~e State that 

needed help , and the second bill W'l.S the hill to ru~.se money. 

And the Lieutenant Governor and the Governor said to the 

Legislature, "Double the inc'Jme taxes and you will raise it , " 

and we did . (Appl ause) 

The result has been that this state , bet~ er than 

a ny other large stu te - - and , mind yOl! , we ha ve thir teen 

million people in the state - - we have been ablo t.:J carryon 

in providing the pure necessities of life to t h ose who are out 

of work . We have , I hope and think , pre 'Tented (lctual starva -

• 

• 
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ticn 1n a fU'ca t many cases . 

The emergency 1s still beiore U:l -- certainly 

through this Winter. Now , my friends, whst ere you going to 

do? Are you g01ng to have n man 1n Albany who reme;-:,bers the 

people who need relief -- a mon whos o whole career has shown 

his understanding of hwnanlty . his understaoolng of crucial 

needs , I is understanding of the interests" f the average 

citizen in this country and whet he 1s up against , or ore y01 

going to turn over your State govel'runent to a !:tan who may 

be entirely sincere but has nelther practice nor record 1n 

regard to any of tho work of the aovern~ent of the State of 

New York . (Applause) 

\ 
, 

o 
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Last take - 1 

Now , there is just one other thing , e.nd tren I a m going 

to close -- just about tuo 
of 

good de~:V Pre sident s , going 

more sentences . I have seen a 

b::>.cl>: to a certain acitJinistration 

in Washington, - about the year 1901 and 2 . I \lon l t mention 

any names lost that s£.m8 question should rise again . - I have 

seen Presidents , and I have seen a good many of them , use 

their office \,Iith the he l p of Governors . In other ',vOl'ds , 

there can be, and ou~ht to be a pretty close association 

betw~en the office of President , and the office~of the 

Governors of the several states of the Union . I am going 

to let you in on a secret . I have been Governor noVi for 

nearly four years . And during that time the Foderal 

administration hos nover once sought conference with the 

Governor of the State of New Yor\{ in the .. olution of any 

problem of social welfare , or of Goverrur\ent vii th one ex -

ception : About a year and a half ago one of the many 

commissions appOinted 1n the National Capitol sent a third 

assistant to Albany to tal k with e second assistant in one 

of the State Departmen t s - - and I heard about it accidental l y 

after he had left . But the point i~ I mako is this : The 

National Government and Stnte GovernmonW should and oUCht 

to cO - operate wi th each other far more than they hc.ve in tho 

past . 

And when I go down to Viashington , I propose to start 

something new . (applause - prolongcd) . I don I t want to 
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. -" 
last ta!{e - 2 , 

regard Governor!:l of the 48 States as str<.lngc people Vlho 

arc carrying on some fully unconnected foreign system of 

Government with which I a~ President have no relation . I 

am going to ask then to come to I,ashington and sit around 

the table , (applau~e - prolongcd) 

27 

NOYI , when I do it -- I'lOn ' t that be realistic? -- when 

I do it there is one thing I should like to knO\I , I nnould 

like to know that I can call up In::rany myself on the long 

distance telephone,and instead of gcttino n strange voice 

on the phone ; - the voice of a man that I don ' t know , whether 

he is in :::ympa thy wi th me or not - - I wO'lld like to sayan 

that telephone: 

I1 Hel l o , Herbert : -- (droVined out bj applnusc - pro 

longe:d) -- I l/ish you \'Iould run on daVin to the Ilr.itc 

P.ouse and have supper . I have got n lot of problc~s 

that arc common problecrs to the Federal Government and 

the State of 11cl'l YOl' k . 
you 

I want/to come daVin and talk 

it over Vii th me , and see if VIC can 1 t be of mutuC'.1 

help to e~lch othElr. I I ( applause) 

lI.nd thC'.t is whY r- vrH'Y cinply. but very much from thc 

heart, l hopc tha t after the Fourth Of March next I VIllI bo 

able to pick up the telephone just thnt way . (f!pplnu::;c) And 

that you good people -_ my neiGhbors bock hone -- will be 

car r ying on in our State the same policies of social justice 

and of liberal government that \113 have boen l iving under for 

the past 10 yeurs , Give me that ho lp when I loave you fol' 

fl. short time next M.arch . (applause-prolonged) 

END 
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