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For me and to my ramily it is the happiest or Christmases. 

To the many thousands of you who have thought or me and have 

sent me greetings, and I hope all of you are hearing my voice, I 

want to tell you how profoundly gratefUl I am. If it were within my 

power so to do I would personally thank each and everyone of you 

for your remembrance of me, but there are so many thousands of you 

that that happy task is impossible. 

Even more greatly, my happiness springs from the deep con· 

viction that this year marks a greater national understanding of the 

signifioance in our modern lives of the teachings of Him whose birth 

we celebrate. To more and more of us the words "Thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself!! have taken on a mea ning that is showing itself' 

and proving itself in our purposes and daily lives. 

May the praotice of that high ideal grow in us all in the year 

to come. 

I give you and send you one and all, old and young, a Merry 

Christmas and a truly Happy Ne", Year. 

And so, for now and for always "God Bless Us Every One. 1I 
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ADDRESS OF THE PRES IDENT, AT THE LIGHTING 
OF THE COMMUNITY TREE IN WASHI NGTON . 

DECEMBER 24, 1933. 

We in the Nation ' s Capital are gathered around this symbolic 

tree celebrating the coming of Christmas; in spirit we join with 

millions of others, men and women and children, throughout our own 

land and in other countries and continents, in happy and reverend 

observance of the spirit of Christmas. 

For me and to my family it is the happiest of Christmases. 

To the many thousands of you who have thought of me and have 

sent me greetings, and I hope all of you are hearing my voice, I 

want to tell you how profoundly grateful I am . If it were within my 

power so to do I would personally thank each and ever yone of you 

for your remembrance of me, but there are so many thousands of you 

that that happy task 1s impossible. 

Even more greatly, my happiness springs from the deep con­

viction that this year marks a greater national understanding of the 

significance in our modern lives of the teachings of Him whose birth 

we celebrate. To more and more of us the words "Thou shalt love thy 

neighbor as thyself" have taken on a mea ning that is showing itself' 

and proving itself in our purposes and daily lives. 

May the practice of that high ideal grow in us all in the year 

to come. 

I give you and send you one and all, old and young, a Merry 

Christmas and a truly Happy Nel'l Year. 

And so, for now and for alway.s "God Bless Us EveryOne." 
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. AT THE LIGHTInO 
OF THE COMMUnITY TREE I N WASllI NOTON. 

DECEMBER 24. 1933. 

We in the Nation's CapItal are gathored around thi. symbolic 

tree cel~brat1ng the ooming ot Chrbtmtls J in spirit we jo1n with 

million. ot other., men and women and children, throughout our own 

land and 1n other countries and contInents, 1n happy and reverend 

observance ot the epirit of Christmas. 

For me and to my tamily It 19 the happiest o£ Christmase •• 

To the many thOUSAnds of you who bave thought of me and have 

sent me greetIngs , and I hope all of you are hearing mw voice. I 

want to tell yOU how protoundly grateful I am. It it wera with1n my 

power 80 to do I would personally thank enbb and everyone ot you 

tor your remembranoe of me, but there are ao many thouaanda of you 

that that happy taek i8 impossible. 

Even MOl"e greatly, m:r happinesa apringe trom the deep oon­

viotion that thie year marks a greater national "ndaratanding ot the 

lignltloanoe in our modern l1ve8 of the teaching. of Him Whoa. birth 

.. oelebrate. T. 'IIL"'_ and more of u. the worda "Thou .halt 10v8 thy 

ne1ghbor .e thys.l:" have taken on a mea ning that 1. showing itee1t 

and provIng it.elt in our purpoaes ond ddly l1v ••• 

May the praotioe of that high 1deal grow in u. all in the year 

to oome. 

I give yOU and •• nd you one and all, old and young, a Merr1 

Ohr!ebna. and a truly Happy Hew Year. 

And .0, for ~ and tor alway. "God Blee. U. Every ODe." 
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