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NATIONAL RESOURCES MESSAGE

TO THE CONGRESS:

I am transmitting to you herewith the Report of the WNational Resources
Board appointed on June 30, 1934 to prepare & survey of our national resources.
As the Board has stated in its letter to me, the Report is the first attempt
in our national history to meke an inventory of our netional assets and the
problems relating to them., For the first time it draws together the fore-
gight of the verious planning agencies of the Federal Government and suggestis
a method for future cooperation. Many agencies of the Government have helped
the Board in this immense project. The contribution made by the Mississippi
Valley Committee of the Public Works Administration, which acted as the
Water Plenning Committee of the Board, has been particulerly noteworthy.
The document which I am submitting is in five parts: the general report of
the Board, and the reports to the Board of its Committees on Land Plenning,
Water Plenning, Mineral Policy and of the Federal Board of Surveys and Maps.
I recommend & careful perusal of the Report to every member of Congress.
It is a remarkable foundation for what we hope will be a permanent policy
of orderly developments.

In this inventory of our nationsl wealth we follow the custom of

prudent people toward thelr own property. We take stock of what we have.
We consider the uses to which it can be put. We plan these uses in the
light of what we want to be and to accomplish as & people. We consider
our land and water rescurces not ss static and sterile possessions but as
life-giving assets whlch must be directed by wise provislon for the future.
The use of natural rescurces is not a thing apart, but inveolved closely in

the whole mass of human sctivities, with industry, labor, finance, taxation.

]




q
.

O

<[

h Drafts: Message to Congress on the Use of National
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Netural resources planning is net plenning at ell, if it leaves out of
account the many vital fectors in our economic and socisl 1ife, the resultant
of which makes a standard of living.

For the coming elghteen months I heve ssked Congress in my budget
message for four billion dollars for public projects. A substantial portion
of that four billion dollars will be used for objectives suggested in this
Report. As the years pass the Govermment should spend esch year & reasonable
and continuing sum on this program. After the fiscal year 1936, for instance,
it would seem fitting that approximstely $500,000,000 should be approprieted
yearly for this purposze. As the Board recommends, this appropriation should
replace all separate appropriations for rivers and harbors, public buildings,
soll erosion, reforestation, retirement of submerginal land, the development
of power and irrlgation and flood control. A permenent National Resources
Board, toward the establishment of which we should be looking forward, would
report yearly to the Presldent recommendations for priority in particular
projects. These projects would then be included in & general program sub-
mitted to the Congress by the President covering a number of years and co-
ordineted in accordance with the suggestions of the report,

The effort of the people of America to turn to their use the bounty
of Nature has been merked by many achievements in the arts of communication
and transportation and in mechanized production. It is, as this Report
polnts out, an error to say that we have "conquered Nature", We have rather
started to shape our lives in harmonious reletionship with Nature., This

Report 18 a milestone in our progress toward that end,
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NATIONAL RESOURCES UESSAGE

TO THE CONGRESS:

~I am transaitting to you herewitn the Report of the National Resources
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Boerd appointed on June 30, 1934 to prepsre a survey of our nationel resources.
Ae the Board has atated in its letter to me, the Report ia the first attempt
in our national history to mske an inventory of our national asssts and the
problems releting to them. For the firat time 1t drawa together the fore-
gight of the various planning agencles of the Federal (overnment and suggests
& nethod for future cooperation. Many agencies of the Government have helped
the Bosrd in this immense project. - The contribution mede by the Mississippi
Velley Committee of the Public Works Adainistration, which acted as the .,
Bster Planning Committee of the Board, nas been particularly notewortny. -
The documemt which I am gubmitting is in five partar the generel report of
the Boerd, and the reports to the Board of lts Committees on Lapnd Plepndng,
Fater Planning, Mineral Policy and of the Federal Beerd of Surveys snd Msps.
1 recommend & careful perusal of the Report to every member of Congrees.
It 4in & remariable foundation for what we hope will be a permamnent polisy
of orderly developments.

In this inventory of our natiopal weslth we follow the custom of
prudent people toward thelr own property. We take stock of what we have.
fie conaider the uses to wnich 4t cam be put. WFe plen these uses in the
digbt of what we want to be and to accomplish as & peopla. Ve consider
oor- lend end sator rapources not &a statle and sterlle possesaions but as
life-giving mssets which must be directed by wise provision for the future,
The uss of natural resourcees is not a thing apart, but involved closely in

the whole mase of human sctivities, witiu industry, labor, finance, texatlion.
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Naturel resourcea planning is not plenning at all, if it lesves out of

sccount the many vital factors in our economlc and social life, the resultani

of which mskes a standard of living.

For the comlng elgnteen months I heve adked Congress in my budget
message for four billlon dollars for publie projects. A substentiel portlion
of thet Four billion dollara will be used for objectives suggested in this
Report. As the years pess the Covernment should spend esch year a reasonable
and eontinuing sum on this program. After the fiscal year 1936, for instance, |
it would geem fitting that approximately $500,000,000 should be approprisled
yearly Tor this purpose. A3 the Board recommends, this appropriation should
replace all seperate appropristions for rivers and harbors, public buildings,
soil erosion, reforestation, retirement of submerginel lend, the development
of power and irrigation and floed control. A permasnent Rational Resources
Board, toward the establishment of which we shculd be looking forward, would
raport yearly to the President recommendetlons for priority in particular
projects. These projects would then be included in & gemersl progrem sub-
mitted to the Congress by the Presldent covering e nusber of yesrs snd co-
ordlnated in accordance with the suggestions of the report.

“The effort of the people of Americe to turm to thelr use the bounty
of Nature has been marked by meny mchievements in the erts of communication
and trensportetion and in mechanized production. It is, as this Report
points out, an error to say that we have "conjuersd Neture®. We heve rather
gtarted to shape our lives in harmonious relationehip with Nature, This

Report 15 a nllestone in our progress toward that end,
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TO THT CONGRESS:

I am transmitting to you herewltn the Report of the National Resources
Bosrd sppointed on June 30, 1934{ to prepere & survey of our pstionsl resources.
Ae the Board hes stoted im ite letter to me, the Report is the first attempt
in our nationsl history to make an inventory of our pnalional espets end the
problems releting to them, For the first time it draws together the fore-
sight of the varicus plenning sgencies of the Federel Government and suggesta
» nmethod for future cooperstion, Meny agencies of the Government have helped
the Board in this lmmense project. The contribution made by the dlasissippi
Valley Committee of the Publie Worke Adainistratlion, mbhich acted as the
Bater Plenning Committee of the Board, has been particulacly notewortoy,
The dooument which I en submitting is in five parts: the generel report of
the Board, and tbe reports to the Board of its Committees on Land Plenning,
Rater Planning, Mineral Polioy and of tha Federal Board of Surveys and Meps.
i recommend & cereful perusal of the Report to every member of Congress.
It 4e a remarkable loundation for wieat we hope will be a permanent policy
of orderly developments.

In this inventory of our nstional weslth we follow the custom of
prudent people toward their own property. Te take stock of what wa have,
We consider the upes to wnich it can be put. Ve plen thess uses in the
ddght of what we want to be and to ageomplish as & psoples Ve consider
our lend and water rasources not 48 static and sterlle posseassions but as
Adfe-giving assets which must be direected by wise provision for the future.
The use of matursl resources is not & thing spart, but involved eclosely in

the whole mass of humen activities, wita industry, lebor, finmnce, taxation,
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on the Use of National kesources, January 24

TO THE CONGRESS:

To go no further back than the three or four
centuries of white men in the American Continent, we find a
continuous striving of civilization against Nature: It 1s
only in recent years that we have learned how greatly by
these processes we have harmed Nature and Nature in turn has

harmed us.

We should not too greatly blame our ancestors
for they found such teeming hospitality in woods and solls
and waters -- such abundance above the earth and beneath 1t --
such freedom in the taking, that they gave small heed to the
resultes that would follow the filling of their own immedlate
needs. Most of them, it is true, had come from many peopled
lande where necessity had made necessary the preserving of
the bounties of Nature but they had come here for the obtalning
of a greater freedom, and it was but natural that freedom of
conscience and freedom of government should extend itself in
their minde to the unrestricted enjoyment of the free use of

land and water.

Furthermore, it 1s only within our own generation
that the development of science, leaping forward in great
gtrides, has taught us where and how we violated nature's

immutable laws and where and how we can commence %o repalr

such havoo as man has wrought.

In recent yearse little groups of earnest men and
women have told ue of this havoo; of the outting of our last
gtands of virgin timber; of the inoreasing floods, of the
waghing away of millions of aores of our top soils, of the
lowering of our water-tables, of the dangers of one orop farm-
ing, of the depletion of our minerals -- in sghort the evils
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that we have brought upon ourselves today and the even greater
evils that will attend our children unless we act.

duch 1g the oconditlon that attends the continued

use of our natural resources if we continue our planless course.

But another element enters ln. Men and Nature must
work hand in hand. The throwlng out of balance of the resources
of Nature throws out of balance alsc the lives of men. We find
millions of our citizens stranded in village and on farm =--
stranded there because nature coult not support them in the
1ivlihood they had sought to gain through her. We find other
millions gravitated to centers of population eo vast that the
laws of natural economice broke down.

If the mipuse of natural resources were alnnf
concerned, we should conslder our problem only in terms of
land and water. It 1s because misuse extends to what men and
women are doing with their occupations and with thelr many
migtakes in herding themselves together that I have chosen,
in addreseing the Congress, to use the broader term "Natlonal

Resources."

For the first time in our national history we have
made an inventory of our national agsets and the problems
relating to them. For the first time we have drawn together
the foresight of the varlous planning agencies of the Federal
Government and suggested a method and a policy for the future.

I am gending you herewith the report of the
National Resources Board, appointed by me on June 30, 1934
to prepare the comprehensive survey which so many of ue have
sought o long. I tranemit aleo the report made by the
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Miesissippl Valley Committee of the Publioc Works Administration,
whioh Committee has also acted as the Water Planning Committee

in the larger report.

These documents congtitute a remarkable foundation
for what we hope will be a permanent policy of orderly develop-
ment in every part of the United States. It 1s a large subjeot
but it 18 a great and inspiring subject. May I commend to each
and every one ofjou, who constitute the Congress of the United
Btates, a careful reading of our plans.

In this inventory of our national wealth we follow
the oustom of prudent people toward their own private property.
We as a Natlon take stoock of what we as a Natlion om. We con-
sider the upes to which 1t can be put. We plan these uses in the
1light of what we want to be, of what we want to accomplish apg a
people. We think of our land and water and human resources not
ag static and sterlile possessions but as life-giving assets to
be directed by wisge provision for future days. We seek to use
our natural resources not as a thing apart but as something
that 1s interwoven with industry, labor, finance, taxatlon,
homes, recreation, good olitizensghip. The resultant of this
interweaving wlll have a greater influence on the future Amerloan
standard of living than all the rest of our economics put together.

For the coming eighteen months I have asked the
rnurou for four billion dollare for public projects. A sub-
stantlial portion of this sum will be used for objectives suggested
in this report. As years pass the Government should plan %o
spend each year a reasonable and continuing sum in the develop-
ment of thies program. It ie my hope, for example, that after the
immediate orisis of unemployment begine to mend, that we can
afford and that it will seem fitting that we should appropriate
approximately five hundred million dollars each year for this
purpoge. Eventually this appropriation should replace all separate
appropriations given in the past without planning.
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A permanent National Resources Board, towards the
establighment of which we should be looking forward, would
report yearly to the President and the Congress recommendations
for priority of projects in the national plan. This will give
to the Congress, as 1s entirely proper, the final determination
in relation to the projects and appropriations involved.

Ag I have already etated, it is only becauase of the
current emergency of unemployment and because of the physical

1mpu|u1hfiity of welghing and testing each and every project
that a segregation of items ig oclearly lmpossible at the moment.

For the same reason the congtituting of fixed adminis-

.trative machinery would retard the immediate employment objective.

Our goal must be a national one. Achievements 1in
the arts of communicatlon, of transportation, of mechanlzed
production, of agrioculture, of mining and of power, break down
not State Government but the economics of State boundaries.

Only through the growth of thought and action, in
terms of national economlcs, can we best gerve individual lives

in individual localities.

It 18, as this Report points out, an error to say
that we have "conquered Nature." We must, rather, start to
ghape our lives in more harmonious relationship with Nature.
This Report 1s a mile-stone in our progrese toward that end.
The future of every American family everywhere will be affected
by the action we take.






