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I am glad to be in Bebr_eka again. It 1s .'moet 

exaotly three years ago that I visited farms in this State 

and eaw farmer. threshing thirty cent wheat and ehelling 

twenty cent OOTn. Muoh haa happened during the three years 

that followed. Then, the prloes of farm products were 

talling lower and even lower a8 market. vanished and 

lurpluaee aoawmll.atedj farm buildings and equipment were 

deteriorating month by monthi Boll fertility w .. being 

.apped &8 farmera struggled to raiss enough bushels to meet 

tbeir debt. and taxes. Country schools were olosing and, 

moet dilbeartanlng at all, thousand.8 at farmers were loBing 

their homel by foreolosure. This was true not only 1n this 

part at tha great .eai, but 1n pract10ally every state ot 

the Union - Dorth, aa.t, loutb and weat. 

The man made depression W.8, &8 we know, tollowed 

in many parts of the oountry by the most severe drought in our 

recorded history. 

I am taking the opportunity of stopping here in 

Fremont to deliver to you a message of tbanks. Througb you 

I delher that aame menage to fa.rDlere and farm familiee 

througbout the Bation. 

-
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We all know the heroio story of the pioneers. 

We know the hardships and the troubles they sutfered. If 

ever we need demonstration that the pioneering spirit that 

originally settled this oountry still lives. unshaken and 

undiminished. the farmers of ~erioa have proved it in the 

years through whioh we have just passed. I well realize 

the sutfering and the desolation. I know the faith and 

hope. the patience and courage you have shown. ror this I 

applaud you; for this I extend the thanks of the Nation 

to the farmers of the Nation. 

Three years ago I did not promise the millenium 

for agrioulture. But I did promise that I should attempt 

to meet that intolerable e1 tuation in every way that b1!man 

effort and ingenuity made possible. I said that I should do 

my best. and that if my efforts proved unsuocessful. I should 

tell tbe country frankly and try something else. 

\11'.8 not necessary • 

But that ... 

I was not meeting a theory. I was meeting a 

condition. ~ roremost among the efforts of my Adminis

tration wben we came into office were practical means to 

improvs t~e situation on the farms of this oountry. I 

i#.. 91'1-~ 1~.'3 
reoognized~tbat efforts~o improve agriculture 8houl~ of 

neoeesity be two . fold. We should attempt. first. to lift 

the immediate burdens by raising farm pricss and by 

lightening the burden of debt. Second. I pledged myself 
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I 

~o long-term efforts extending beyond these immediate emergency 

meuuree to stab1lize .American agrloul ture by long-term 

planning. 

Even betore I went to the White House I put into 

practioe a theory whioh older and mors cynical persons told 

me was impossible. Up to that time the farmers of Amerioa 

had been un'ble to choose by any substantial majority between 

three or four plans aimed at restor1ng farm purchasing power 

and farm prosperltr. People in Washington told me that you 

could never get farmere as a whole to agree to anything • 

• syertbeles8, at the famous conferences, repreeentatlY8 of 

every section of the oountry~ and of every farm organization, 

beld in Washington 1n the spring of 1933, a very large 

majority of the tara leaders agreed on what you and I now 

know u the olgrlcul tural Adjustment Plan. This plan has 

been in operation for only two years and a half. Tou kno. 

ita general resulta. Tou know that there have been many 

imperfeotionl in it and tbat we still have mucb to learn in 

provldiag better adm1nhtratlon for it. in amending it frOIl 

time to time, and in fitting it in to world conditiona, wbich 

.ach year ehow tremendou8 changes. 

The plan itself was, .. you know, based on the 

cooperative efforts of the farmers themselves and on the 

broad economio theory that the industrial part of the 

population of the Nation could not prosper and return people 
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to work nplese the agrlcul tural part of the Hation were in a 

position to purchase the output of the industrial part. It 

W&8 based on knowledge of the tact that for the farmers of 

the Hat10n the long, downhill road to depression began not in 

1929 but in 1920j tbat from that date on through the so-oalled 

boom days of the nineteen twenties tbe debts of the farms end 

farmers mounted while their assets and earnings s11d down hill. 

Coming back to you atter three yeus, I experience 

the extreme pleaeure of recognizing that the oooperatiTs efforts 

in wbich the farmer. themaelT8s. the Congress end S7 Adminis

tration hayS engaged, haTe borne good fruit. 

lA, 
The problem of the eArly days at ~ Administration 

was not only to raise crop values from starT.tioD 18TS18, but 

abo to laTe farm famiUes trom actual 1088 of their homee 

and their ohattel •• 

The burden of agrioul tural debt, it 18 true, 

b •• not been eliminated, but it h .. been deoiaiTe17 .nd 

def1n1 tely lightened. Loans haTe been m'de through the hrm 

Oredit Adminiatration to nearly half a million farmera aince 

Kay, 1933. theBe loane amount to more than ,1,800,000,000. 

Eighty-aeven per oent of thia great 8um was used to refinanoe 

exi.ting fara indebtedneaa. The annual lntere.t aaving of 

farmera whoae debte haTe been refinanced i8 about one-quarter 

of the intereat praTioua1y paid. OYer 850,000 farmers are 

i------__ 
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making savings this year on interest alone of more than 

,55,000,000. The interest rate which farmers haTe to pay 

on the farm mortgage debts refinanced by the 'arm Credit 
'1./., . 

Administration 18 the lowest in history. 
~ 

lIY second effort in the Il11med.1ate Im::r.,o:::e!!f:6<! 
of the f armerls position was to get him not only ~ 7~~~, 

.a... ~ .?.,......r~ 
but • psJ," . O"L better return for his produots. In approach-

ing tbis problem we moved on two fronts; first, to free our 

monetary syatem of bondage to a sufficient extent to permit 

money to serve the people rather than to force people to 

serve money. I deliberately obose to disregard those wbo 

laid that before a balance could be produoed 1n our eCODomto 

llfe, almost universal bankruptoy would be necessary through 

deflation. I beld, as I now hold, that the appropriate 

measures to take were rather to improTe prices, particularly 

In farm commoditlel, to such an extent that the things the 

farmer had to sel~ would enable him to buy the things that 

he needed to support 11fe and to afford him a fair degree 

of securlty. From the ellmmer of 1929 to the time when I 

took offioe in 1933, the prices of farm produots, that i8, 

the thlngs that the farmer had to sell, bad deolined by 

62~, while the prlces of the things the farmer had to buy 

bad fallen 35~. Thus, the f&lIDBr, on the average, had to 

f~~4..(,.. ~ 'M ~'1 L-. / , /~,;~ t-, ~c-'7 k ' , ~ 
of corn, twice as muo~ of ail of his produots, In or er 

f 
buy the same amount of thlngs that he needed. The closing , 

,.-----
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-6- • 

tJ:;;:. 
ot that gap was an important objeotive of 4t Administration, 

and we shall bend our eftorts to hold the gains that we have 

made. The gap which !was the measure ot the tarmer's despair 

and d1stre88 ~, attertt..,and a halt years ot effort, ...." 

in large part~~fea ~'" ... 
Many tactors were involved in this readjustment. 

Our monetary policy was one. The drought was another. 

Inoreased demand for produots caused by the eoonomio revival 

was another, and the , operations of our Agricultural Adjustment 
'1'/;'; 1 

Administration... another. 
A 

I need not tell you ot the origins and the 

purposes and the methode ot the Agricultural Adjustment Aot. 

That is history, and, I submit, honorable history. Moreover, 

the tarmers know how the Act has worked. They know from the 

oontents of their own pocketbooks that has been 

inoreased. The reoord is there to an 

increase of ,1,000,000,000 in farm cash income in 1933 over 

1933; 11,900,000,000 inorease in 1934 over 1932 and an 

estimated 12,400,000,000 increase in 1935 over 1932. That 

makes a total increase ot 15,300,000,000 over what the 

farmerlg income would have been if the 1933 level had been 

continued. Is it surprising, in the light ot this improved 

income, that the tarm implement tactories in Il11nois and 

Rew York and the automobile factories ot Michigan. and the 

eteel mille ot Pennsylvania, are springing into activity? 

C
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Ie it any wonder that smoke 1s pouring onoe more from chimneys 

long smokeless? Is it any wonder that workers long without 

regular JODs are going baok to work? Now, with export surpluses 

no longer press ing down on the farmer's welfare, and with fairer 

prices, farmers really have a chanoe for the first time in this 

generation to proftt from improved methode. W1th agr1culture 

on the way to & condition of prosperity, it 1s possible now tor 

the farmers of the country, in cooperation with their Government, 

to look to the longer future. 

keep 

might havs 

~~Thre8 ye~r~;:~~ the desperate struggle to 

from the ..... , armera, no matter how lIlUoh they 
~ 

wilbed ~o &dopt oropping practices that would 

con.erve and build the fertility ot their 8011, were compelled 
.", .... t-

, 

to raiss ~ lNahela of WhSjl: and ~rn or~un~ oo~n 
I*A.- CU<Jtf).: :I#< ~V.- I ~/J;.-nz--~~ 

and tobaooo ... their land A1; ~ U. But with th1a cbmpelling 

necessity no. paased, they oan put soientifio orop rotation 

syetems lnto effect and eave their soil fertility. That, my 

friends equal interest in pennsylvania and in --. It; /....A..4-~ 
and in and in Georgia. The dust storms that a 

tew months ago dritted from the western plaina to the Atlantio 

Ooean were a warning to the whole Nation of what will happen 

it we waste our heritage of soil fertility, the ultimate 

8ouroe ot our wealth and of lite itself. 

I have not the time to talk with you in detall 

about what the Government is trying to do to prevent 80il 

erosion and floods, to encourage forestation, to give people 
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the opportunity Voluntarily to move ott submarginal land and 

on to adequate land where they can make both enda meet - - in 

other words, to use every square mile ot the United States tor 

the puxpose to .hich it 1s best adapted. That in its ac oomplish-

*~; tl ment 16 a~ of a hundred years. But for the 

" the history ot the Nation, we have started 

because for the first time we have begun to understand that we 

must harness nature in accordance with natuxe's laws, instead 

ot despoiling nature in violation of her laws. 

Perhaps the moet important gain of all 1s the 

development of the larmer's ability, througb cooperation with 

other tarmera, to direot and control the conditions at his 

11te. Programs now in effect under the Agricultural Adjustment 

Act are planned and operated by the farmers themselvea through 

nearly 5,000 county product1on control &Ssociations, whioh are 

manned by more than 100,000 committeemen and which number among 

their members more than 3,000,000 adjustment oontraot signers. 

The Government1s part 1n this program 1s merely to supply the 

untfying element that the farmers themselves, in their past 

efforte, found 80 essential to sucoess. That, it seems to me, 

i8 the true function of Government under our Constitution -
to promote the general weltue, not by interfering nnduly with 

individual liberties, but by bringing to the aid ot the 

individual those powers of Governme~t which are essential to 
, 

assure the continuanoe of the inal!&nable rights whioh the 
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Constitution 1e intended to guarantee. It 1e desocracy 1n the 

good old Amerioan 88DS8 of the word. 

The Govsrument Ie policy toward agrloul ture haa 

been eTolTlng eTer elnoe the t1me of George Waahington. I know 

It will oontinue to evolve and I hope no one thinks that the 

present machinery 1e perfect and oanDot be improved. that 

oounts 1, not 80 muoh the methode of tbe moment as the pathway. 

that are marked out down the fears. I like to think at the 

Agricultural .Adjustment I.ot, not merely &s & telllporary .. ana 

of resoue tor a great industry, but &8 the expresslon of an 

enduring prinoiple carTed in atone by a latlon oome to maturity --
• a •• tlon wbich baa forever lett behind the old irresponsible 

waye of it. youth, a latlon facing the realities of today and 

prudently taking thought tor the morrow. I 11te to tbink that 

De'I'er agaln will th1e BaUon let its agrioul ture t&l.l baok into 

decay, that inetead the tarmere ot America will alway. be abls 

to guard the principles ot liberty and demooraoy tor wbich their 

t&reer ancestor. fought. I 11te to think that agrioultural 

a.dJuatment 1& an ezpre88ion, 1n concrete form, of the hU"n 

right. thoae farmer patriots aought to win wben they etood at 

tb. bridge at Oonoord, wben they proolai.ed tbe Deolaration of 

Independence, and when they perpetuated the.e ideal. by tbe 

adoption of the Constitution. Methode and maohinery change, 

but prinoiple. go on, and I bave falth that, no matter what 

attempt. may be m'de to tear it down, the prinoiple ot tarm 

equallty expre •• ed by agricultural adju8tment will not dle. 

, 
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CODstitution 1s intended to guarantee. It 1s demooracy 1n the 

good old Amerioan sense of the word. 

The Government's polioy toward agrioulture has 

been evolving STer slnce the time of George Washington. I know 

it _111 continue to evolve and I hope no one thinks that the 

present machinery 1s perfeot and cannot be improved. What 

counts 1s not eo much the methode of the moment &s the pathway. 

that are marked out down the years. I like to think of the 

Jgrlcultural AdjU8t~ent Act, not merely as a temporary mean. 

at resoue for & great industry, but as the expression of an 

enduring principle carved in stone by a Bation oome to matur1ty _ 

a Ration which bas torever left behind the old irresponsible 

ways of its youth, a Bation facing the realities 

of today and prudently taking thought tor the morrow. I llke 

to think that nSTer again will thls Nation let ita agriculturs 

fall back into decay, that instead the farmers of jmerica w1ll 

always be able to guard the principles at liberty and democracy 

for whioh their farmer anoBstors fought. I like to think that 

..till jrioulturaJ.)jUstment ~ is an expression, in conorete 

form, of the h1lman rigbte tbg88 farmer patriots BO}lght to win 
o ~,-, t'J t IL.. 1'. ,.d/.J '1. .. r-h~"'~""lll I"~,,- ,).. .... ",,-

when 
(1;.;',;1 ul.,.L. L.._ ~ "r/;-~ " Lr 

perpetuate,((wl' ..... 0) -2)' 71- tIe Coneti ilft'"lon. Methods and 

maohinery ohange, but prinoiples go on, and I have faith that, 

no matter what attempts may be ~c 

principle of farm equality 

~justment ~ will not die. 

to 1 t down, the 

, 
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Tou who live in this section of Nebraska occupy _hat 

1s very nearly the geographical center ot the United States __ 

&8 muoh land wsst of you as lies east of you, &s much land 

north of you as lIes south of you. It is, therefore, fitting 

that at this plaoe I should agaIn pay tribute through you to 

the great farming population of the United States and those 

dependent on them for the splendid courage througb long years 

of adversity whioh you have shown -- to the pioneering spirit 

that would not quit, that made the beet of .ell-~lgh hopeless 

conditions -- that bad enough faith in yourselves and in your 

country to keep your balanoe, your perspective, your good 

nature, and your cont1nuing hope. Today you are marohing 

along with beads atill beld high. Tour hope bas materialized, 

at least in part. Your faith has been justified. Tour 

courage h .. been rewtp'ded. 

•••••••••••••• 

) 
• 
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