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I 
J ACKSOU DAY SpEECH 

Thie meeting in the Ci ty of washington J 

- ghout the forty-

THE WHtTE H O USE 
even aboard shipe 

(r?H;./ ...... ~ , 
pn. 

arty I i n the 

IV8 and illue t rious 

ting!!. Tho 

I~ 

was tte eame is.ue , 

ted Andrew Jackson . 

years at my publi c 

he people at t hi l 

resston of my ap-

IJl& members of the 

party and to all those who , i n t he name ot the i deals snd 

purposes of our party , have joined with us , I extend the cordial 

hand at fellowsh i p . 
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I 
JACKSON DAY SpEECH 

Thie meeting tonight held in the Ci ty of lfaehington J 
. I 

many hundreds 2 C &?1 ,:gP held th:roughout the fo:rty-

TI-IE WI-lI TE I-IOUSE 

- even aboa:rd ehipe 

II'rtJ';'/_' , 
Ion • 

. r - Iar ty, in the 

;ive and illuet:rious 

,Unge. 

, 
Beeeeion. I am 

tive and declare 

ight of the ave:rage 

wae tte sams ies~c. 

,ted Andre", Jackson . 

yea:rs of my public 

;he people ot th1ll 

):r0ssion ot my aI>"' 

~ membe:re of the 

party ana. '1:;0 &.1..1. ~~... • ....... .... _- ---- - .he ideals and 

purposee of our party, have joined with us, I extend the cordial 

hand of !ellowehip . 
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I 
JACKSON DAY SPEECH 

This meeting toni ght", held in the C1 ty of WMhlngton , 

1S one of 
,5.,. 

many hundreds • ::'1 6 7 held throughout the fortY'"" 

eight States and Territorial posssaeions, and even aboard shipe 

II t r,..rf,- ¢-ojO. / ' "r?~s ;./_r: 
at aoa, in bonor of the memory of Andrew Jackson. , 

To all of those members of the party. 1n the 

formation of which Jackson played such a positive and illustrious 

part, I e~t8nd my most s inoere and hearty greetings. The 

Democratic Party baa been genero~ to ms. It haa .tt_y_' 

conferred upon me the highest honor in its possession. I am 

happy tonight to stand here ae its representative and declare 

to you that the real issue before us 18 the right of the average 

man to live a finer and a better life. This was t~e same 18e~c. 

more t han one hundred years ago, that confronted AndXew JackBon. 

I hope that whatever I, in the yeare of my publi: 

service, have contributed to the welfare of the people of this 

country may. in Bome emall meaeure, be an expreeeion of my ap-

preciatio~ for theee high bonors, To all ••••• members of the 

party and to all thoee who, in the name of the ideals and 

purposes of our party, have joined with us, I extend the cordial 

hand of fellowBhip. 
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I am talking tonight to this Democretic gathering in the 

same language &0 if I were addressing a Republican gathering, an 

Independent gathering, a Progressive g&thering, a gathering ot 

busineesmen or a gathering ot workers or tarmers . There i6 

nothing that I ~ oaying here tonight that does not apply to 

every oitizen in the country, no matter what hil political 

affiliations are and no matter what hie personal preference 

may be at the present ti~e. In the grave queltions confronting 

this country today I am thiaking of them, and I hopl you are 

thinking of them, not ~ in a partisan sense as Republicans 

or Democratsbut first, foremost and preeminently al ~erioans. 

Uembe~s of those party organizations supporting and 

in sympathy with the prescnt Congress and the preeent Admini&-

tration, ha,"e a l'eal reaeon t o look on thil occaeion wi th 

.,.,_t.·tta sympathetic underetanding and warm support. Andrew 

Jacklon i8 to them a vital reality. To honor hie great me~ory 

il to dedicate themselvee once more to the things in which he 

,1KJ.t believed and the personal qualities for whioh the people 

of his generation gave him their love, loyalty and devotion. 

I~ a real eenl8 Andrew Jaokson was the rather of 

party government as we have known it in theee past t\,'ndred 

yeare. 
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Under the !o~s of Decocracy, men have riBe~ to the 

mastery of the terms and conditions under which th~y live the ir 

l i ves and have dev.10ped the political party as a means of 

expression of their ideals of government . I t enables them t o 

gather into a common cause the many different variatione of them 

whi oh ars i nvolved in a common ideal . I t enables them, by uni t ed 

aot i on, t o make of t hat idsal a living, breathing, prevail in; 

foroe , Suoh common aotion i n behalf of an i deal ie the moat 

effeotive substitute yet devised to take the plnce of older, 

autocratic forme of public power . The political party. r i ghtly 

used , becomes the people ' s proteotion against autocrati o or 

ol igar chic akgreeaion . It becomes the shi eld and the sword of 

soci al j~tice . The mill i ons of . ' -17 free me3bers of the pex t y 

getti ng together bring cut that spirit of toleranoe , of cooperative 

aot i on and of mutual understanding that ere t he very essentials 

of popular government everywhere . 

Andrj w Jaokeon , quite appropri ately . hae become the 

eymhol of many of his party ' s ideals . To a l arge degree he 

shGIes that deetiny wi th Jefferson. I l i ke best to think of 

Andrew Jaokaon aa a man whom the average Amcrican deeply end 

fundamentally understands ~nd has understood . To the massee of 

his countrymen his purposeo and his oharaoter were an open book . 

I 
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They lo~ed him well because they understood him well -- h1e passion 

for justice, hie ch~pfonBhlp of th~ caues of the exploited and the 

downtrodden and his ardent and 1&1 flaming patriotism. 

If at times his passionate devotion to justice lent an 

excessive zeal to hie thoughts, speech and actione, the people loved 

him the mors for it. He was intensely human and thoroughly American. 

The people of bie day realized the intensity of the attaoks at hie 

enemies. Thoss who, beoause ot hie policies, had been thruat fT~~ 

pOSition and power, pursued him with relentlees hatred. 

Those who had benefited by the conditione which Jackson 

destroyed pursued him w1th all the violence their political paesion 

could generate . 

We take conf1denoe tonight in the tact that issuee, 

once mattere ot grim controverey and bitter debate in the daye of 

Andrew Jackson, are today accepted as a matter ot course. The 

whole progress ot the world has been the result ot trial and error 

and through theee movements the one great hope has been that the 

human has striven tor higher ideale and rioher opportunitiee 

for the average man. In the long view right hae been torever 

triumphant -- in the short view wrong torever on the throne, 

The political party ot which Andrew Jackson was the 

leader was compelled to tight tax every inch tor its ideale and 
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policies . An overwhelming proportion of the wealth of th~ country 

was arrayed agains t hi3 . The great agenoi es of publio opinion, in 

general, were against him . Hauehtr and sterile intellectuulism 

was against him . YUsty reaction disapproved ot hi~ . Hollow and 

outworn finanoial traditionalsim shook a trembling f i nger at him . 

There have been other examples in national electionl 

where the people have been swayed by lack of information , by falle 

in!or~ation, by information succes nfully Ipread abroad by one lide 

and left unanewered,for one reaeon or another, by the other 6ide . 

In the earlier daye money aleo played an important part 1n many 

eleotions . 

I believe we are fortunate in these later daye in 

that we have escaped, to a great degree, from the effecte of one­

~ided influence in our national elections . I do not believe that 

electione can be bought no matter what the sum e~pended by one 

side may be . I do not believe that conditione can exist today 

under which tr~th can be obsCRred by the mere usc of propaganda . 

We have many exampleo of candidates or i,sued 

approved by the majority ot votere despite the united opposition 

ot the power and the attack of special groups seeking ftnd 

defending their own interests __ yes, even a hostile Preee --

owned end controlled by those seeking special privilege . 
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It seems , to me, therefore, that it is the duty of the average 

voter, who seeks to cast an intelligent ballot, to sift for himself 

or herself, to find the actual facts, the definite truth. It is 

inevitable that many general charges and countercharges w111 be 

heard in the months to come from the many people who have ~pecial 

axes to ~ind. 

Some form of political party organization is, of coursc, 

necessa~y and is in keeping with American tr~ditions -- with the 

traditions of Jackson and Jeffercon. The very great majority of 

citizens, however, are, as we kno~, not personal participants in 

the active work of party committees. To this great majority, 

therefore, I make this specific recommendation -- that each and 

everyone of you who are interested in obtaining the facts, in 

getting at the truth of theee charges and countercharges, con­

stitute yourself a committee of one, 

~s a committee of one it is your duty to yourself as 

a voter to insist on facts end truth. If someone tells you that 

so-and-co, the candidate of such and suoh a party, is a reaotionar~ 

at heart or is owned and controlled by some selfish group, get his 

reoord. Traoe his course in pUblic life. Find out not only what 

his general aims have been but !ind out for yourself the position 

he has taken during his publio life, In this connection I urge 

C
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you to make an 1nve~tory ~n every city. town, hamlet, village and 

country Bide of this country to locnte end deter~ln~ the reaeone 

for the oppo8ition to those who are today trying to strike down 

the forcee for popular rights and a better and a freer opportunity 

for the average man . 
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