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HOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELE.ASE HOLD FOR RELEASE 

For the Pr ess Janul1I')' 4 , 1936 

Tbis address of t he President, to be delivered at the 
Theodore Roosevelt Memorial dedication ceremonies , American 
lluseu. of Natural History , Ne'll' York Ci ty , on Sunday, J anuary 
~, WUST BE HELD IN CONflDENCE UNTIL RELEASED . 

Relesse upon delivery, expected sbout 2: 00 P. ill ., 
Esstern Standard Time. 

CAUTION : Please safeguard against pr emature rele£se. 

STEPHEN EARLY 

~ 

Assistant Secretary to the PreSident 
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" 

YR . CHAIRMAN, GOVERNOR L~J YAYOR LA GUARDIA, TRUSTEES Of TdE 
NE"t.' '(ORK STATE ROOSEVELT M£I,IORIAL , TRUSTEES OF THE AMERICAN MUSEU'''' 
OF NATURAL HISTORY J LADIES AliD GalTLm~: 

nS5 had a wider 

hi. 

in 

'rom a 

H. 

This lIeliorleJ. , the corner stone of which I leid, and in the 

dedicati on of which I am pr ivileged to participate this afternoon , 1s 

typical of Theodore Roosevelt . It r eflects the universality of his 

.lnd and of his interes t s . Its decorations - - in place or in,/l annifi6 
_ -~;. ) "" "-" I' z,"l : 

- tell pert of the ~ story of nis lif~ ;:.'oritf they depict 

the construction of the Panama CaDsl in wnlch he .as~iiOliinatin6 spiri t; 

the Treaty of Portsmouth , which ended the Russo-Japanese Wer; the quest 

fo r scientific knowledge which carri ed him into the African j ungle; 

SymboliC" fi~es of Fauna and Fl ora to tell generations to come of 

his interest in nature and in conservation -- all these bear witness 

to his intense vitality and to his varied contributions to our national 

culture . The Roosevel t Yemoria1 Commission has been fsithful i n e~ecuting 

its trust. 
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C -3- ) 

quality about Theodore Roosevelt .hich all of us who knew him recall 

at t.bis bour . We Ulink of him not as an abstract being dwelling apart 

on the heights but rather 8S 6. friendl y %S,Ot!i~perv8ding this very hall 

.hich we are dedicating in his 

Theodore Roosevelt possessed talents and abi lities unusual even 

among leaders of men . Whatever he did , be did with all of his 

H. elected to th. Assembly in his 

baCUla H. continued to 

figure when h. Service ~d 

worked with all crusader s. Hio 

passion for and order in adminis_ 

t r ation P~ Ne. York . 

Hio an War service Riders the imagina tion 

~ 

end he becalls 

to his time the Vlp~ Pr esi dency 

8mb! tions - - the~ce Presidents ~ho hed 

into political oblivion . But 

no such obliteration . 

............... be it also relllecbered that he 

~ ~/;"'" was combined a paSSiOD for righteousness 

received 

and that 

to the 

tha t f or him 

'''', spirit 
IlItl.< 

the Nobel Peace Prize •• 

strong sense of justice 

• 
I , 
I 

• 
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- 4-

whicb found expression in the "Square Deal". Race, creedJft# color 

were not determining factors with him. He took a ~an for what be was . 

"A man who is good enough to shed his bl ood for his country". 

Bsid he at Springfield, Illinois on a fourth of July, "is good enough 

to be given II square deal afterwards. :.lore taan that no ;linn is en-

ti tled to. and les3 than tbll t no :nan shall have. II 

In his first Message to Conl,ress he bad written ; "Tue most 

vit6l problela with ",hich this country, and, for that matter , tile whole 

civilized world , has to deal , is the problem which has for one side 

the betterment of Bocial conditions, ~oral and pbysice.l, in large 

cities, and for another side the effort to deal "ltn wet t.an61e of 

far-reaching questions which .e group togetrJer when we speak of ' labor. ' " 

This creed for social Justice may be found in tnese qu otations 

from later lIIesaages: 

"In the vast and complicated mechani sm of our mod.ern 

civili zed life, the dominant note is the note of industrialism, 

and the relations of capital and labor, and especielly ,)f orgnnlzed 

capital and organized lebor, to each other , and to the public at 

large, come second in importance only to Ule int.imate guestions of 

family 11fe." 

"The corporation hns come to stay , just 8S the t r ude W"lion 

has CaDle to s te.y . Each can do and nas done 5reo. t gooJ . Each should 

be favored as long as it does good , but each should be snarply checked 

'IIhere it acts against Is'll and ju.;tice." 

We still rem~ber how those whom he denounced with righteous 

wrath winced W"lder the stigma of such fbahing epi theta ss "malefactors 

of great 'IIes!th", "the 'IIsaltlly criminal class" and the "lunatiC fr inC;e" . 
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-5-

He bad 8. gift for pungent phrases and boiled do~n his whole political 

philosophy into such 8. homely snd popull!r maxim 8S "speak softly but 

carry a big stick". No wonder that John Morley said 1n 1904: "The 

two things in America which seem to me most extraordinary are Niagara 

Falls and President Roosevelt." 

aa 

finest 

cOlllpllment 

been ide&ls, 

and J said she : but, 

somehow, 

Rii. 

~ ~th clearness of V15ion;(en:rgy ~alterlng faith ~ , ; ~ 
he labored through his entire strenuous career to transform politics 

from a corrupt traffic to a public service. With a very passion for 

Justice and equality before the In he soulS'ht with voice and pen, 'lfith 

every resource at his command, to obtain for men everywhere their con-

""',uit of happiness. stitutional guarantee of life. liber~ and the 
.......... ... t, 

I bay' emphasized the I118Il1- sidednes 5 
~ 

-
That extraordinary range of interests makes d.1ffidult the task of 8.11¥ 

ODe "ho would adequately summarize his career and achievements. Varied 

• 
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~-

• 

His .o!umas on Ameriean history , on current 'roblems , and on hie own 

experiences 8S hunter ond explorer , captured the interest of the American 

people . 

We know how he lOTed the great outdoor. . He loved 

• 

, 

, 

, 
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I 

as were his political 

was no les5 extended. 

] 

-6-

activities, 
JJ;.. -

the scope of his literary interes t s 

.,; , : 
'. .("./, "'-II 

IiI_Hpg end BlIO.- f~~ 

He loved the ) nd,' li f e of the boundless ..J 

plains -.bich be had known as a rancher in the 

He found strength ';;;;';:;.;'.';,."e in the wilderness 

e knew the birds and animals and trees and 

plants and flowers. 

And 80 he worked and wr ouJht and wr ot e . His familiarity 

with P literature, with history and biography '11'85 reflected liLrI 

.... ' :1£! ! £"$£l alike in his private 'll'T1tings and in his public 

utterances. Who but he could have given Bunyan' s "i.lan- 'llith-the-

lluckrake" an emphasis which he gave 1 t t hirty years a~o so tb.at the 

tel'lll ~lIIuckrakern passed into the langua~e and i s current with us to 

this day? 

H. 

. ..... 
csived a cast which later was r efl ec t ed :elll :1 r J 75 when he 

• 
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-7-

into woat before his the had been c:L. 

f)1><o_t...,J...r dull and drab woldt! hOC pel'lhl' cue_ it PUitel 

Of tbo tides 6£ illS loalrs; 21 aide 185 !ho ren.e Of hjs ' pi biLg • 
• ;Jt. Everything about it in i~' :!~S;,ded ",;,,~s big, vital, 

national. He .88 able t o see ~ problems in their true perspective 

because he 7 52 looked at tne Nation as a whole . There was nothing 
,..... I ~'" .-.-l 

narrow F P ! • d or sec tional 6.bout him. . It 1s not for me here 

today to apeak of the final pltice which history will sccord !heOdior:' 
6~. r-~ It.",...; '-'/~ ~. ,. .. ;.. tc.,..~ !iPLJ /i-

Roosevelt; nor "))] 1 l' I a. ..:is t; me en' e Rift upon 'Lft.~$di'r 9 • 

Theodore Roosevelt ~as a great patriot and a gr eal soul . 

S/-When he died the Secretary of his Class at Harvard in sending 

to his classmates a notice of his passing , added this quotation from 

"Pilgrim's Progress"; 

nAfter this it wss noised abroad that oUr . Valiant-for-truth 
was taken with a summons ~ the same post as the other , end hed 
this for a token tha t the sa~ons was true, ' That nis pitcner wss 
broken at the fountain.' When he understood it, he called for 
his friende and told them of it. Then he said, 'I am going to my 
Fether's, end though witI..L ~rea t difficulty I have got biUler, 
yet now I do not r epent me of all the trouble I have been st to 
arrive whare I am. My sword I give to him that shall succeed me 
in ~ pilgrimage , end ~ coura~e and skill to him that can get it • 
. '~y !!Iorks end scar s I carry with me , to be a witness for lIIe that I 
have fought His battles who now will be my rewar der.'" 

I 

I 
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