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HOLD FOR HELEASE HOLD FOR HELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASE
For the Press January -8, 1936

This address of the President, to be delivered at the

Theodore Roosevelt Memoriel dedicstion ceremonies, American M

Museum of Natural History, New York City, on Sunday, January

Imessptpbh, MUST BE HELD IN CONFIDENCE UNTIL RELEASED. -)
Releese upon delivery, expected about 2:00 P. M.,

Eastern Standerd Time.

CAUTION: Please sefeguard against premeture releese.

STEPHEN EARLY
Aggistent Secretary to the President
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4 MR. CHAIRMAN, GOVERNOR LEHMAN, MAYOR LA GUARDIA, TRUSTEES OF THE

NEW YORK STATE ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL, TRUSTEES OF THE AMERICAN MUSEUM
OF NATURAL HISTORY, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : 3
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J" This memoriel, the corner stone of which I laid, and in the
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dedicetion of which I am privileged to participate this afternoon, is
typical of Theodore Roosevelt. It reflects the universality of his
mind and of his interests. Its decorations -- in place or lflﬁ.ﬂﬂiﬂb

T

— tell part of the nEPUEamm” story of his lif#ﬁm Jqf they depi-':t

the construction of the Panams Canal in which he was;?guminating gpirit;
the Treaty of Portsmouth, which ended the Russo-Japanese War; the quest
for scientific knowledge which carried him into thle African jungle;
s:.rmbnlicﬂ figures of Fauna and Flora to tell generations to come of

his interest in nature and in conservatlon —— &ll these bear witness

to his intense vitality and to his varied contributions to our national

culture. The Roosevelt liemorial Commission has been faithful in executing

its trust.
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quality about Theodore Roosevelt which all of us who knew him recall

at this hour. We think of him not as an absirasct being dwelling apart
Sowt
on the heights but rather as & friendly qﬁﬁ pervading this very hall
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f Theodore Roosevelt possessed talents and abilities unusual even

emong leaders of men. Whatever he did, he did with all of his might.

He Wgs elected to the NewJork Assembly whindtill in his twentiegfand

became for®hwith a nationslly khgwn [ig . He continued to be @ national

figure when at thirty-one he w%g,-tﬂa b a Civil OService Il?_r,mﬁaiss' bner and

—

worked with all the“zeasl of & crusader fonl Civil Service reffrm. His
*d

passion for justic dN\{or law and order foumth outlet in fis adminis-

tration as Pf;ﬂéident of the Bbdard of Poﬂée Commissionerg of New York.

sh War service followedg is -h Riders cayfhl the imagination
a el e .
of Ahe country end he becm&ﬁkl ST b -

Up to his time the Vieé Presidency had Jbden the gofiveyard of poltical

| ambitions —— th jce Presidents who had succeedfd to the Presiden had

already ed into politicael oblivion. But wg§ Kmow that for him the
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noare 6T nTs-CEbil et wae-conbEtiveness ?.'ith this spirit wa )

~iwoli@~ be it also remembered that he received the Nobel Peace Prize, K.

i
?’\ !Hrn wae combined & passion for righteousness and that strong sense of justice
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which found expression in the "Square Deal”. Race, cree }ﬁ

were not determining factors with him. He took & man for what he was.

"A msn who is good enough to shed his blood for his country",
said he at Springfield, Illinols on & fourth of July, "is good enough

to be given a square deal afterwards. More than that no man is en-—

titled to, and less than that no mén shall have."
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In his first Messa_e to Congress he had written: "The most

vital problem with which tnis country, and, for that matter, the whole

civilized world, has to deal, is tne problem which nas for one side

the betterment of social conditioms, moral and physical, in large

eities, and for another side tne aeffort to deal with that tangle of

w
fer-reaching questions which we group together wnen we speak of ' labor.

I This creed for social justice may be found in these gquotations

| from later messages:

" vast and complicated mechanism of our modern
ﬂiviliigdtgifa, the dnminint note is the note of ?nduat?%allgm,‘ ;
| and the relations of capital and labor, end especially ol organize
capitel and organized labor, to each other, agd to the pubt}c at ;
lerge, come second in importance only to the intimate questions o

family life."

"The corporetion has come to stay, just as the trade unin?
has come to stey. Each can do and has done great good. .Ea:h should "
be favored as long as it does good, but each should be sharply checke

where it acts egainst law and justice."

We still remember how those whom he dencunced with righteous

wrath winced under the stigma of such flashing epithets as "malefactors

1 « 1 = |
of great wealth", '"the wealthy criminal class" and ihe "lunatic fringe".
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He had a gift for pungent phrases and boiled down his whole political
philosophy into such & homely and popular maxim as "spesk softly but
carry & big stick". No wonder that John Morley said in 1904: "The

two things in Americe which seem to me most extraordinary are Niagara

Falls and President Roosewvelt.”
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ou ,.upnn loojing it, that it was only just the rigsnbhfthing to do."
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iMﬂ: clearness of viaiun,:‘!é-nerg}i‘nfﬂltering f.‘aithj
he labored through his entire strenuous career to transform politics
from a corrupt traffic to a public service. With a very passion for
justice and equality before the law he sought with veice and pen, with
every resource at his commend, to obtain for men everywhere their con-
stitutional guarantee of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
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I hav I":5:1111::1 asized the many-sidedness ui:.!!?’!!nﬁalchﬂracter.
That extraordinary range of interests makes diffidult the task of any

one who would adequately summarize his career and achievements. Varied
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His volumes on American history, on current problems, and on his own
experiences as hunter and explorer, captured the interest of the American

people.

Ve know how he loved the greet cutdoors., He loved
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as were his political activities, the scope of his literary interests
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|' plains which he had lmown as a rancher in the mw:ast.
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He luved the amedyy life of the boundless
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He found strength asd™sedeee in the wilderness

He knew the birds and enimsls and trees and

plants and flowers.
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And so he worked and wrouzht and wrote. His familiasrity

et

with e literature, with history and biography was reflected wiskiye

| -sugisrivideeffeoet alike in his privaete writings and in his public

utterances. Who but he could have given Bunyan's "lMan-with-the-
Muckrake" an emphasis which he gave it thirty years ago so that the
term "muckraker" passed into the language and is current with us to
this day?

He enriched and enlerged and extended our cultural horizon.
Out of the rich experiences he had known, his mind re-
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ceived & cast which later was reflected withessiatidmesss when he
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infused action and life and color into what before his time had been G
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Everything about thbe-meny-sided-wen was big, vital,
hHa e/ A
national. He was able to see problems in their true perspective

because he aitmmws looked at the Nation as & whole. There was nothing
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nerrow eP=smmesmases or sectional sbout him. It 1s not for me here
today to speek of the final place iﬁ'hiﬂ{'l’llistﬂr}f' w:llll accord Theodo 9;,-;*
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Roosevelt;

?2 “7 Theodore Roosevelt was a great patriot and a greal soul.

ﬁﬂhan he died the Secretary of his Class at Harvard in sending

to his classmates a notice of his passing, added this quotation from

"Pilgrim's Progress":

npfter this it was noised abroad that Mr. Valiant-for-truth
was teken with & summons by the same post as the otner, and had
this for a token that the suumons was true, 'That ais pitcher was
broken at the fountain.' When he understood it, he called for
his friends and told them of it. Then he said, 'I am going to my
Father's, and though with great difficulty I have got hither,
vet now I do not repent me of all the trouble I have been ai 1o
arrive where I am. My sword I give to him that shall succeed me
in my pilgrimage, and my courage and skill to him that can get 1t.
My marks and scars I carry with me, to be & witness for me that I
have fought His battles who now will be my rewarder.'"
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