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The creation of this Park is one part of our great
program of husbandry -- the joint husbandry of our human
resources and our natural resources, In every part of the
nuuntrrylunal and state and federal authorities are engaged in
preserving and developing our heritage of natural resources;
and in this work they are equally conserving our priceless
heritage of human values by giving to hundreds of thousdnds

of men the opportunity ef making an hnneat_l;ving.

The product of the labor of the men of the

famssx Civilian Conservation Corps, who have opened the

Shenandojah National Park to the use and enjoyment of our

citizens, is as significant as though instead of working

for the Government they had worked in a mill or a factory,

They have a right to be as proud of their labor here as

if they had been engaged in private employment,
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In by-gone years we have seen the terrible tragedy of
our age —— the tragedy of waste. Waste of our people, waste
of our land, It was neither the will nor the destiny of our
Nation that this waste of human and material resources should
continue, That was the compelling reason that led us to put
our idle people to the task of ending the waste of our land,

The involuntary idlenese of thousands of young men
ended three years ago when they came here to the camps on the
Blue Ridge. BSince then they have not been idle; and today

they have ended the idleness of the SBhenandoah National Park,

It will be 2 busy and useful place in the years to come, just
as the work of these young men will, I am oconfident, lead them
to busy and useful lives in the years to come,

Qur ocountry will need many other young men &8 they

come to manhood for work like this -- for other Shenandoahs,

exaggerated paseion for planning if I paint for you a ploture?

I Is 1t a dream -- will I perhaps be accused of an
You who are here know of the great usefulness to humanity which

b
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this Skyline Drive achieves from now om, of the greater usefulness

which its extension, south f#@em Virginia and North Carolima %o

the Big Smoky National Park will achieve,

In almost every other part of the country there 1is
a similar need for recteational areas for Parkways which will
give to men and women of moderate means the opportunity, the
invigoration and the luxury of touring and camping amid scenes

of great natural beauty,
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All aocross the nation at this time of year people are
gtarting out for their vacations in Nationa. and State Parks,
They will put up at roadside campe or pitch their tents under
the stars, with an open fire %o cook by, with tﬁa emell of the
woods,and the wind in the irees . They will forget the rush
and the strain of all the other long weeks of the year, and for
a short time at least, the days will be good for their bodies
and good for their souls, Once more they will lay hold of
the perspective that comes to men and women who every morning
and every night can 1ift up their eyes %o Mother Nature.

There is merit for all of us in the ancient tale of the

Giant Antaeus, who every time he touoched his Mother Earth,

arose with strength renewed a hundred fold.

This Park, therefore, together with its many sisters

"“P‘Li:f.i";.
.1hgiuru coming to completion in every part of our lamnd, 18 in

the largest sense a work of conservation. Through all of

them we are preserving the beauty and the wealth of the hills,

s

and the mountains and the plaine and the trees and the

streams. Through all of them we are maintaining useful work
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for our young men. Through all of them we are enriching the

i . :- " -
character and the happiness of our people.
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Ve seek to pass on to our children a richer 1and-—-

a etronger Nation.
I, therefore, dedicate Shenandoah National Park to
this and succeeding generatione of Americans for the

reoreation and for the re-creation which we shall find here,





