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Many or you who are here today can remember that when 

you were boys and girls the greater part of what are now the 

Boroughs of the Bronx and Queens were cultiTated as farm land. 

-, \ 

,,1 :: 
'; t '-; 

'~7:--. K , 

I ago, my own great-grandfather 

Ie Manhattan approach to this bridge. 

lays there was no need for a great 

tg Island and Jlanhattan and the l1&in-

population had needed it, human 

• ~ g skill could not haYebuilt it. 

are cbarged with the responsibilities 

::tcats 

f 
whether human needs and human 

hange as greatly in the generations 

to.? .. ~ ba •• 1D the eenerationzz that has passed. It 

is not alone that as time goes by we~ are contronted with 

new needs - needs created by bitberto undreamed of conditions_. _-

• ~ ","", fo._ ~ 
• t is also because erowtb in knowledge labels as needs . , 

~("" ,M n,-rl'(;;.,f 
many things which in the olden days we", tb I ght of as .. 

• ".o ..... ·.' ..... :.t tit oar Clillhd l1te/l 1'f L • 

For instance. no one used to protest against the 
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1..--------

Many ot you who are bere today can remember that when 

you were boys and girls the greater part ot what are now the 

Boroughs ot the Bronx and Queens were cultlysted as farm land. 

I ago, my own great-grandfather 

18 Manhattan approach to this bridge. 

lays there was no need for a great 

18 Island and Kanhattan and tbe maln-

. popula tiOD had needed 1 t. humen 

, g skill could not hayebul1t it. 

are cbarged with the responsibilities 

L =I au be I 7 I 1 • pause trom time -, Co 

wbether hWlBn needs and hUlll8.D 
.J 

\( , .-/ b 
~ hangs as greatly in the generations 

to.: 7 .. ~ baT. 1a the generatlonax that bas passed. It 

Is not alone that as time goes by we~ are confronted wItb 

nell' needs - needs created by hitherto undreamed ot conditions· -

. I.~- ~ 
s,t 13 also because ..... growth In knowledge labels u needs • • 

~"'-, ,J,t! •• o/IC~ 
.. ny things which 1n the olden days we ~ ot as 0. 

A 

oorm' 1 •• t 61 OUF allUzed: ltfeIl 1'U/.J 

For instance, no one used to protest against the 
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Many Or you who are here today can remember that when 

you were boys and girls the greater part or what are now the 

Borouchs or the Bronx and Queens were cult1Tated as tarm land. 

I ago, my own grea t-grandtather 

1e Manhattan approach to this bridge. 

)/ / - 6 
1 -' :> 

lays there was no need tor a great 

~ Island and Manhattan and the main-

C2 >. 
c../L'\ 

I 

. population had needed it, human 

I c Pi, J 
6 -

,;-' "'":) 

g skill could not haTe built it. 

are charged with the responsibilities 

C ~O;C ",000,"00c,..,.0,,,'.'_o11, pau.se rrom time 

whether h""8D needs and human 

..-C" 
..- ? p X 

I hange as greatly in the generations 

to e- •• they ha .... ,. the generationax that has passed. It 

is not alone that as time goes by we .. are confronted with 

new needs - needs created by hitherto undreamed or conditions , ~ 

A ......... _ ."......, 
£-t is also because ... growth in knowledge labels as needs • • 

I(", i d-t! . ,v'/.t;'~ 
un,. things which in the olden days we ~ or as .. 

A 

nor,,] • pt 6i OW' Ei¥Utzed 11'e I11 '(£ • 

For instance, no one used to protest against the 
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Vany ot you who ere here today ean remember that when 

you were boys and girls the greater part ot what are nOW the 

Boroughs of the Bronx and Queens were eultiTa ted 85 tarm land. 

, ago, my own grea t-grandtather 

1e Vanhattan approaeh to this bridge. 

o lays there was no need tor a grea t 

Ii Island and Kanhattan and tbe main-

population had needed it, human 

o g skill eould not haYebuilt it. 

are ebarged with the responsibllities 

::a SUe pause trom time 

wbether h"lIen needs end human 

henge as greatly in the generations 

to eo.e .. ther hay. in the ,eneratioDS% tbat has passed. It 

is Dot alone that as time goes by we .. are contronted with 

new needs - needs ereated by hitherto undreamed ot eonditions_· __ -

• ~ Io-.._ ~ 
• t is also beeause growtb in knowledge labels as needs , , 

lei tI./ n,'; I.t;'~ 
many things whieh i n the olden days we ~ of as .. 

" 
nom'] •• t 61 oar €lillhad l1teIl 1'U/..) 

For instanee, no one used to protest against the 

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: A

dd
re

ss
 a

t t
he

 D
ed

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Tr

ib
or

ou
gh

 B
rid

ge
, N

ew
 Y

or
k 

C
ity

, J
ul

y 
11

, 1
93

6



Many of you who are here today can remember that when 

you were boys and g1rls the greater part of what are now the 

Boroughs ot the Bronx and Queens were cult1Yated as farm land. 

- G ,Q V ---va 7 

'---' 11 0 t-' < V 

, 

I ago, my own great-grandfather 

1e Manhattan approach to th1s br1dge. 

lays there was no need tor a great 

18 Island and llanhattan and the _1n-

popula tion had needed 1 t, h"man 

g skill could not hayebuilt it. 

are cbarged w1th tbe respons1bilities 

::t $& be pause from time 

whether hUllsn needs and human 

c::... ~ bange as greatly in the generations 

to ., 7 .. ~ ba •• tD the ,enerations% that has passed. It 

is Dot alone that as time goes by we~ are confronted with 

new needs - neads created by hitherto undreamed ot conditlons •. ___ -

~ ......... - ?uUJ 
1s also because growth in~ knowledle label~ as needs 

~(",,( d.i/ n,'; Ii;'~ 
many th1ngs which 1n the olden days we ~ ot as .. 

A 

norm'] cut 61 oW' 61:111&6" l1fe ll1'fL 
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For instance, DO one used to protest aga1nst the 
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Many or you who are here today can remember that when 

you were hoys and g1rls the greater part ot what are now tbe 

Borouchs of the Bronx and Queens were cult1yated as tarm land. 

:' ago, my own great-grandtather 

he M'nhattan approach to th1s br1dge. 

lays there was no need tor a great 

l.g Island and llanbattan and the _1n-

-r.....; population had needed 1t, humen 

.J 
g sk1ll could not hayehuilt it . 

---
are cbarged w1th the respons1b1lit1es 

'1 :teats J, pause trolD t1IDe 

whether hUllen needs and human 

laDge as greatly in the generati ons 

to OdSI a. they haTe in the cenerationax tbat bas passed. It 

1s Dot a l one that as time goes by wex. are confronted witb 

new needs - needs created by hitherto undreamed ot cond1t10ns •. ___ -

• ~ ......... - ~ 
Is also because growth 1nl<knowledge labe19~ as needs 

IC' d,;/ ",';I,c~ 
many things whIch In the olden days we ~ of as .. 

A 

norm,). pt 61 Oat CiOll1zad l1felt 1'fh • 

For 1nstance, no one used to protest agaInst the 
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Many of you who are here today can remember that when 

you were boys and girls the greater part ot what are now the 

Boroughs of the Bronx and Queens were cultlTa ted as farm land. 

Not much OTer 100 ~earsl ago, my own grea t-grandfather 
;,., }I .. t 1_. 

owned a farm close to the Manhattan approach to this bridge. 
/-

In the older days there was no need tor a great 

structure connect1..n& Long Island and Ilanbattan and the _in-

land; and eTen it a T8!!Jt populatioD had needed it, human 

ingenuity and engineering skill could not haTebuilt it. 

Some ot us who are charged wlth the responsibllities 

ot gonrmaent, It ~eate J, pause from time 

to tiM to ask ourselTes whether hUll8.n needs and hUllan 

inTention are golng to change as greatly in the generatlons 

to come as they haTe in the ,enerationKX that bas passed. It 

is not alone that as tlme goes by wex. are confronted wltb 

new needs - needs created by hitherto undreamed ot condltlons •. ___ -

~ ......... - ~ 
Is also because growth in~ kno.ledge label~ as needs 

~("" tl,i/ ",';It;'~ 
many thlngs which In the olden days we ~ of as .. 

A 

norm' 1 cut 61 ow Ehlltaod 111. 111 .. £ 
• 

For instance, no one used to protest against the 
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- 2 -

d~ping of sewage and garbage into our rivers and harbors. 

No one used to protest that our schoolhouses were badly 

ventilated and badly lighted. No one used to protest be-

osase there were no playgrounds for chIldren In crowded 

tenement areas. No one used to protest against fIretraps 

or factory smoke. 

In those days government was not interested 

in helping to provide bathtng beaches and swimming pools 

and reoreational areas; nor had thoee who toil oonceiTed 

the thought that they were entitled to at least one da7 

of rest In eeven and an annual vaoatton. 

There are It few among us who still) coneciously 

or unconSCiously/ live in a state of eonetant protest aga1net 

the dally processea ot meeting modern needa. Moat of U8 

are wnling to reoognize change and to g1 va It reaeonable 

and oonstant help. 

?-
'l'hia Trlborough Bridge was neither in ita 

conoeptlon nor in its building a matter of purely looal 

oonoern. Nation, state and olty, eaoh 1n its own way, hae 

oontrlbuted to the glgant10 undertak1ng. It w111 serve 

the people in all the ~oroughe of th1s largest of 01t1es: 
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It wlll .erve the people of Long Island, of up_State Mew York 

and our ne1ghbors of Connectlcut and New Jerse1; and It wlll 

s.rve the hundreds of thousande ot those, .... llYlng In all ... 
\he other atatea and 1n toreign countrlee. Ylalt New York 

on .atters ot buslne.s and ot pleasure • 

.At a t1lle ot great hl!l'9n sl1tterlng the oondruction 

of thi. brldge wae undertaken among the Ter1 flrst of the 

ten. ot thouaand. ot proJeots launched b1 etatee and cOl1ntles 

and .unlolpalltles and flnanced In part wlth federal tunds. 

You, GoYernor Leb ... n, and 10u, Malor LaGuard1a, 

are personall, fa-tllar witb thle great arr&7 of publl0 

iaproTe.ents. You know of tbe other tunnele and brldge •• of 

the .e_ge dleposal progr ..... Of the 
Ao.J ilJOi.i;.( 

ecboolhou.e con'tructlon • • 
of the addltlons and repalr. to publI0 bulidings and publl0 

enterprlse. of eTerr klnd. Beoause Of 10ur deep peraonal 

Intere.t In all of thls work, lOU haTe Tlsuallted Ita progress 

In STerr part of the Natlon. I ... grateful to both of 10U 

for the cooperatlcn 1011 baTe glTen .e as Pre.ldant of the 

.And I ... graterul to 10U. the workars, skl1led and 

/ten 
unstl11ed, here at the slt, and tbe.s In the atlls and shope 

aaJ11 at1" d1dant, without whoee strong eras, wUllng handa, 
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and clear heads there would be no oelebrat1on here today. 

May the Tr1borough Br1dge . 1n the years to come , 

Just1f1 our efforts and our hopes b1 serv1ng truly tbe c1ty, 

the etate and tbe nat1on. 
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