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der= Speech Drafts: Message to Congress Transmitting the National Resources Committee’s Six-Year Program of Public Works, February 3, 1937

T0 THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:

During the depression we have substantially increased
the facilities and developed the resources of our country for

the common welfare through public worke and work rellef

.:uw;-ﬂﬂﬁ , P G fninll wndl 3 -nAAAJL‘
programs. Hajhave had-£ wr hurri‘l.e y in the

emergency. Now 1t is time to develop a long-range plan and
policy for construction =-- %o provide the best use of our

resources and to prepare in advance agalnst any other emergency.

In a previous message, I have suggested a permanent
planning agency under the Chief Executive, in order that,
among other things, all publlc works proposale may filter
from the many individual departments and bureaus to a central

planning place and thence to the Presildent.

I have also suggested to the Congress that follow-
ing this ocourse of planning, the President willl annually
gubmit to the Congrees a liet of projecte which have been
studied and approved and, at the same time, inform the
Congress, through the Budget, of the totsl amount of Federel
funde whioch, in his judgment, should be appropriated for

public works during the following filscal year.

The 1ligt of public works submitted by the
Presldent in the Budget Meseage inuld, of course, be wholly
advigory, for 1t 1e within the dlseretion of the Congregs

to elimilnate projects from this 1list, to alter the scope

of projects or to add other projects.

The report of the National Resources Commlttee

on public works planning which I submlt today should, of

course, be read in conJunction with the raaummandatiuna for
ﬂ'ﬂml ﬂﬂ#ﬂ' f-faf Aned J ]élﬂ
highwayes aad bridgea already under congt utiun estimates
)

for which %::aubmittad in the Budget, and also should be




_E-
read in conjJunction with other special reports, such as the
report of the Great Plains Commlittee which I -éuii:%éﬁ to 7l

the Congreess yestertaps yo ﬂ/dlu«’//.?:_

The Natlional Resourcee Committee submits a six
year program, based on selection and priority of publie
workse, The perlod of slx years 1g arbitrarily choeen and
can, of couree, be made to fit into WP annual future

appropriations made by the Congrese.

The report also ocontaine recommendations on the
ma"}‘ 21 AFM
timing of public works and division of coetes in nag@sl to
the necessary organlzation £ént1nuq(plann1ng =ty
cd B T
ﬁuﬁu:n;ﬁ.htuh}l have already unJiﬁﬁa in my message relating

to the reorganization of the E:auutiva Branch of the

Government.

As an example of the kind of reservoir of projeots
constituting the slx-year program, a Drainage Basin Study 1ie
included in the report. Thie summary list of projecte in=-
volving the usee of water 1s not to be regarded as fixed or
final, ae the report itself notes, but rather indicates a
great forward step in the development of the planning proocess,
considering not one project alone but the relationships between

& greal group of projeocts dealing with water use and control.

Through the formulation and annual revieion of a
program of all types of construotion, revision and adoption

of the progrem by Congress and appropriations under regular
ol T brmcrrse M7 el 5

budgetary procedure timad‘/;n relation to Mﬂm.

wWe can provlide for the orderly development of our resouroces

and the provision of needed facilities for our people.
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