
Franklin D. Roosevelt Library & Museum 
 
Collection: Grace Tully Archive  
Series: Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers 
Box 13; Folder = Speech Drafts:  
Message to Congress Transmitting the National Resources  
Committee’s Six-Year Program of Public Works, February 3, 1937

C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 F
ra

nk
lin

 D
. R

oo
se

ve
lt 

P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
3;

 F
ol

de
r=

 S
pe

ec
h 

D
ra

fts
: M

es
sa

ge
 to

 C
on

gr
es

s 
Tr

an
sm

itt
in

g 
th

e 
N

at
io

na
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 C
om

m
itt

ee
’s

 S
ix

-Y
ea

r P
ro

gr
am

 o
f P

ub
lic

 W
or

ks
, F

eb
ru

ar
y 

3,
 1

93
7 



I 
I 

TO T,HE CONGRESS OF THE: UNITED STATES: 

During the depree.lon we ha.e aubstantiallT inor •••• d 

the facilltte. and d8Y810ped the resouroes at our country tor 

the OOlllSlon •• ltare through public work. and work reller 
6.. .. £ ...... ) . 11 • ., 1.>1, _ j £tr;;J , (j, . h-J -....k ~ "'!ttr"""..r-
We he: ... ilsl til iWIIM at. pJ 'At burr1edl.;r 1n the progru •• 

elDergenoy. Now 1t 18 time to develop a long-range plan and 

po1101 tor oonstruotion -- to prOTide the beat ue. ot our 

resouroe. and to prepare 1n advance agalnat anr other emergencJ. 

In • praTloue me.8age, I have sugg •• tad • permanent 

plannIng agenoy under the Chler Exeouti.e, in ordar that, 

allong other thinga, all pub110 work. propos.le mA1 tilter 

troll the manJ Individual depart •• nt. and bureau. to • oentral 

plann1ng plaC8 and thence to the Pres1dent. 

I have .180 sugga.ted to the Congress that follow­

ing th1s oourse of planning, the Pres1dent w111 annuall, 

submit to the Congreee a 11lt of proJeots whioh have been 

stud1ed and approved and, at the lame t1me, lntorm the 

Congrels, through tbe Budget, ot the total amount ot Federal 

funds wh10h, in his Judgment, should be appropr1ated for 

publl0 works dur1ng the tollow1ng tlsoal ,ear. 

The 11lt ot 

Pres1dent 1n the Budget 

publio works subm1tted br 

Messags jould, at oouree, 

the 

be wbOllr 

advisorr, tor 1t ls w1th1n the d1soret1on ot the Congrees 

to elim1nate proJects trom th1s list, to alter the scope 

ot proJeots or to add other proJects. 

The report ot the National Resouroes COllllll1ttae 

on pub110 works pLann1ng whlch I subm1t today should, at 

course, be read 1n conJunotion with the reoommendat1ons tor 
' M"S fill" r-r...t ", .. / ~ j) 1-/1;. 

h1ghways « bridge. alreac11 under' oonstt'uot1on, utluta. 
I A/I¥' 6.,,, I 

for wbloh ~submltted ln the BUdget, and also ahould be 
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-2-

read 1n conjunctIon w1th other epeetal reporta, such al the 

report or the Great Plalna Comm1ttee wblob I '-:G~~,~*~F 
tbe CongruB 7"'2 $ 1', ':- #0 j1..., ;/"7"-

The Natlonal R8eoureal Committe. 8ubmit ... aU 

,ear progra., baaed on •• laot10n and priorit, of publlo 

work.. '!'be perlod of aU ,8II.r8 18 arbttrarllJ ohoeen and 

oan, ot DOur .. _, be .. de to tit 1nto .. annual tutur. 

appropriat1ons mada b7 the Congreal, 

The raport alao oontalnl reoommendationa on the 
!t:rJ/", }. t.. 17_ 

ti_ing or publiC work. and dlTll10n ot 008t. 1n ps3 El to 
'/-I...r ..... 

the neo ••• &r7 organiu-ticn ~6ont1nu • .(!"lann1ng. 

C." ' ' j (g']'cb)I ba'u alr •• 47 o;vi;;:a'1!F ..... se relatlng 

" to the reorgan1zatlon of the Ex.outl? Branoh of the 

A8 an axaapla of the k1nd of r8 .. "01r ot proJeot. 

oonatituting the aiz-1 •• r progralll, .. Drainage Bal1n StudT h 

included 1n the report. Tha .ummery lat ot proJeoh 1n-

yolYing the une ot wahr 1. not to be regarded a. tUed or 

t1nal, a. the report It.elt note., but rather 1nd1catee a 

great torward .hp In the dnelopaent ot the plannlng proOflu, 

oonl1der1ng not ona proJeot alone but the rel.tlonah1p. between 

a gre.t group ot proJeot. deallng 1J1th. watar u.e and oontrol. 

Through the torllUlatlon and aMual reYll10n ot a 

prograa ot all type. ot oon.truotion, rnalon and adoption 

ot the prograa by Congre •• and appropr1at10n. under regular 
li.f.1Ar '!J.., <0".; .. 1Hht'J 

budgetary prooedure tl.ed ... in relatlon to " . h.e' 0 Ieee, i •• , 

w. oan proTide tor the orderly deyelop.ent ot our r.eouroe. 

and the proTl.lon ot needed taol1lt1ee tor Our peopla. 

. . 
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