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RADIO ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
AUGUST 15, 1938

The Social Security Act is three years old today.
This 1s & good ventage point from which to teke a long look
backward to its beginnings, to cast an appralsing eye over
what it has accomplished so fer, and to survey its possibilities
of future growth.

Five years ago the term "soclal security” was new
to Ameriecan ears, Today 1t )m. significance for more than
forty million men and women workers whose applications for
old-age insureance acocounts have been received; this system is
designed to assure them an income for life after old age retires
them from their Jjobs.

It has significance for more than twenty-seven amd a
half million men and women wage earners who have earned credits
under State unemployment insurance laws which provide half wages
to help bridge the gap between jobs,

It has significance for the needy men, women and children
nniﬂl; asaistance and for their families =-- at least two million

three hundred thousand all told; with this cash eassistance one
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! S million seven hundred thousand old folks are spening their

-1

| lest years in surroundings they know emd with people they love;

|

| pmore then six hundred thousand dependent chiliren are beinz teken

care of by tlelr own femilles; and about forty thousend blind

- people are assured of peace and security emonz femiliar voices.
* Tt bas significence for the femilles and communities

to whom expended pudblic leelth and ehild ﬂlflrf services have
brought added proteotion., Amd it hes significence for all of

us who, as citizens, lave et heart the security and the well-being

'jf @)
B of this great demccTacy.
These eccomplishments of three years are impressive,

yet we should mot bde unduly proud of them, Our Covernment in

a1 fulf11line en obvious cbligation to the citizens of the country
& |

- bas been doing so only heceuse the citizems require action from

thelr Represemtatives. If the people, during these years, tad

1 | echosen @ reasctionsry Administration or a "do noth ing®™ Congress,

n!D Roosevelt Papers
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Soclal Security would still be imn the conversational stage --

1l . a besutiful dreem whilch misht come true in the d4im distant m.

But the underlying desire for personel end family
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security was nothips new. In the early days of colonization
ené through the long years following, the worker, the farmer,

the merchant, the man of property, the preacher and the ideallst

came here to build, eaeh for himself, a stromghold for the things
he w. The stronghold was his home; the things be loved amd
wished to protect -ere his femily, his material end spiritual
possessions,

fis security, then as now, +as bound to that of his
friends and his l;lithhl‘l.

But ee the Nation has developed, as invention,
industry end commerce lave grown more complex, the hazards of
life have becore more complex. Amons en 1&:-“-1-; hosat of
fellow oltizens, smong tle often intamgible forces of glant
industry, men das discovered that his individual strength and
wits were no l.qtr enough. This was true not only of the worker
at shop bench or ledger; it was true elso of the merchamnt ar
manufacturer *ho employed him. ¥here heretofore memn had turned

to meighbors for belp an? advice, they now tumed to Government,

Now this is interesting to consider., The first to turn
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to Covernment, the first to receive protection from Covernment ,
were not the poor end the lowly -- those who had no resources
other than thelr dally earnings -- but the rich and the stronz.
Peginning in the nineteent) century, the United States passed
protective laws designed, in the maln, o »ive securlty to
property omners, to infustrialists, to merclants and to bnnhfl.
True, the little mean often profited by this type of legislation;
but tlat was & by-product rather than a motlive.

Takin: a generous view of the situatiom, I thimk it
was not that Covernment deliberately ignored t'e working =am
but tlat the working men wes not sufficiently articulate to make
his nmeeds end his prodlems kmown. The powerful in industry amd
conmerce had powerful volces, both imdividually end as a group.
And whenever they sew thelr possessions threatened, they raised

thelr volces in appeals for govermment protection.

It wes not until wor ers beceme more articulate through

organization thet protective lebor leglslation was passed. While

such laws relsed the stendards of 1life, they s#tlll save no

e
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assurance of economic security. Strength or skill of arm or
drain 414 not guarantee e men e job; it did not guarantee him
3 fﬂr: {t 41& not gusrantee him the abllity to prrovide for
those dependent upon him or to tske cere of himself when he wes
too old to work.

Long before the economic blight of the depressiom
un-l.; on the mation, millions of our people were living in
wastelsnds of veant end fear. Men end women too o0ld and infim
to work elther depende’ on those who hed but litile to share,
or syent thelr remeining yesrs within the walls of a poorhouse,
Tatherless children early leerned the meaning of belns a2 bdburden
to relatives or to the community. Men and womem, etill stromg,
still young, but discarded as geinful workers, were drained of
mf-mﬂmﬁ and self-respect.

The millions of todry e&nt, end have & right to, the
seme security their forefathers sought =-- the arsursnce that
with health end the willingness to work they will find a plece

for themselves in the socliel and economie system of the time.

Becsuse 1t has become incressingly difficult for




individuals to build their own security single-handed, Govermnment
must now step in and help them lay the foundation stones, Jjust as
Govermment in the past has helped lay the foundation of business
and industry. We must face the faet that in this country we have
a rich men's security and a poor man's security and that the
Government owes equal obligations to both, Nationeal security is
not a half and half matter; it is all or none.

The Social Security Act offers to all our citizens e

() workaeble and working method of meeting urgent present needs and
of forestalling future needs. It utilizes the famliliar machinery
| of our Federal-State government to promote the common welfare

and the economic stability of the mnation.

The Aet does not offer anyone, elther imdividuelly or

collectively, an easy life =~ nor wos it ever intended so to do.

None of the sume of money peid out to individuals in assistance

or insurance will spell anything approaching ebundance. But

they will furnish that minimum necessery to keep a foothold;

and that is the kind of proteotion Amerlcans want.

What we are doing is good. But it is not good enough.

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers
Box 13; Folder= Speech Drafts: Radio Address on Third Anniversa




To be truly nationel, a social security progrsm must include

a1l those who need its protection. Todey meny of our eitizems

are still excluded from old-age Imsurance end unemployment

compensation because of the nature of their employment. This

must be set aright; end it will be.

Some time ego I direoted the Soclal Security Boerd to
give attention to the development of a plan for liberslizing
and extending the old-age imsurance system to provide bemefits

q. for wives, widows end orphamns. More recently, a National
Health Conference was held at my sugzgestion to consider ways
end meane of extending to the people of this countiry more
adequate health and medical services and =lso to afford the
people of this country some protection against the economic

losses arising out of 1ll health.

T am hopeful thet on the basis of studies and investigations

now under way, the Congress will improve and extend the law. I

am also confident that esch year will bring further development

in Federal and State soclel security legislation - and - that is

Speech Drafts: Radio Address on Third Anniversary of Social Security, August 15

as 1t should be. Omne word of warning, however. In our efforts
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to provide security for all of the American people, let us not
allow ourselves to be misled by those who advoecate short cuts
to Utopla or fentastie financiel schemes.

We have come a long way. But we still have a long way

to go. There is still today a frontier that remains unconquered --

en America unreclaimed. This is the great, the nation-wide
frontier of insecurity, of humen want eand fear. This 1s the
frontier -- the Americe -- we have set ourselves to reclaim.

This Third Anniversary would mot be complete if I did
not express the gratitude of the Nation to those splendid
citizens who so greatly helped me in meking soeial security
legislation possible and to those patriotic men and women, both
employers and employees, who in their deily activities are today
making sociel security work.

First of e2ll, to the first women vho has ever sat in
the Cabinet of the United States - Miss Frances Perkims -- then

and now the Seeretary of Labor. Then to the unselfish Commission
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é . of men and women who, in 1934, devoted themselves to the almost
superhumen task of studying all manner of American problems, of
examining leglislation elready attempted in other nations, and of
coordinating the whole into practica2zl recommendations for
legislative action.

Finally, I thenk publiely, as T have so often thanked
them privately, four men whose long careers in the public service
have been marked by continuing and successful efforts to help
their fellow men -- Congressmen David J. Lewis of Maryland and
Robert Doughton of North Cerolina, who fathered the bill through
the House of Representatives; and Senators Robert F. Wagner of
New York end Pat Harrison of Mississippi, who carried the bill
through the Senate. They deserve and have the gratitude of us

all for this service to mankindl!!

OCIa

ird Annive

()

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Franklin D. Roosevelt Papers

Box 13; Folder= Speech Drafts: Radio Addre




	13.43-001
	13.43-002
	13.43-004
	13.43-005
	13.43-006
	13.43-007
	13.43-008
	13.43-009
	13.43-010
	13.43-011



