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London, March 17, 1939 

Dear Missy , 

I hope you received the wire I sent you from 

Paris. I was so terribly busy when I got to Rome 

that I didn ' t have much of a chance to write you . 

I have just returned to the office and am doing it 

the first thing. 

I have never enjoyed anything so much. I and 

the entire family deeply appreciate what you did in 

making it possible for us to go . Rose and I both 

feel that the President conferred an honor on us 

ell far beyond anything we ever could have hoped 

for. 

I hope the President was satisfied with the 

statement I gave out afte r my interview with the 

Holy Father. He mentioned the President's mother 
• 

and Mrs . Roosevelt and you, and he told me with 

what pleasure he remembered his talk with the 

President. 

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand, 
The White House . 
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The Pope gave me yesterday morning when we went 

to Co~~union - and, by the way, he gave little Teddy 

his First Cor~nlon - a medal of t he Coronation for 

you and one f or Frank t.~ur9hy. I am sending them both 

to you and will ask that you give one to Frank . Tell 

him I am writing him, but it probably won't go on 

this boat. Also, I expect to have the first signed 

photograph of His Holiness for the Pres i dent and will 

send it along as soon as I receive it . 

Again with my thanks, I am , 

Sincerel y. 

• 
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London, Aueust 31, 1939 

a .. ...... 'ae~p7 ... 
I received a letter yesterday from Bernard 's 

wife telling -8 of his sunden death, and thank-
ing "'"e for all I had done. 1 wrote her and 
told her hoVi terribly stu~ned I was to get the 
sad neVis, a"d that she need I ave -:0 feeling of 
rratitude at all, because it was a pleasure to 
do it for ~er~erd, and es~ecially because of 
you . 

I know how dee')ly interested 'lOU were in 
this brother , "iS5Y, ~nd I feel that you have 
so many troubles in t \e position ~·ou bold that 
its al:nast ~ore than one can bear to have a 
shock lilee tt,is. T ere isn ' t anything I CBn 
say to you at this time, except that I do feel 
terribly for you and assure you that, as always, 
I an yours to co~nand for anything I can do. 

... ~ ..... 3 ............... _ ... _w ____ • __ 

British had decided to let the Duchess of Windsor run 
a hospital in England - quite a bit removed from London -
because they thought it would look better than having 

V.iss ,,',arguerite A. Le Hand , 
The White House . 
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". --' 's_ .. " 

London, October 3, 1939 

• 

• 

~- ~·~=·7 
You will probably have heard from me before you 

receive this regarding the check for Rabbit Durand. I 

am very glad to be of any assistance at all. 80 just 

put me down for whatever you want, Bnd it will be per

fectly satisfactory to me. I have told my office in 

New York to find out from you what you Deed and to 

send you a check accordingl y. I am terribly sorr y 

the poor girl is having 8 hard time . 

Regarding the situation; it has been frightfully 

hectic since war was declared , but, with the Americans 

pretty well out of here now, Bnd with the line - up made 

with most of the Departments , I should think that the 

actual work would sort of ease up . Naturally. the 

strain will always be there 88 long as there is a war 

on . 

Of course, I am not carried away by this war for 

idealism . I oan't see any use in everybody in Europe 

going busted and having communism run riot. My own 

belief is that the economics of Germany would have 

taken care of Hitler long before this if he didn ' t 

have a chance to wave that flag every once in a while . 

But , of course, one isn ' t supposed to say this out loud . 

The British are going about this war bating it, but with 

determination to fight it out . I still don ' t know what 

they are fighting for that is possible of accomplish

ment . 

I know you will be interested to know that the 

British had decided to let the Duchess of Windsor run 

a hospital in England - quite a bit removed from London -

because they thought it would look better than having 

Voiss Marguerite A. Le Hand, 
The White House. 
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her In France, but I am of the opinion that the Duke and 
several members of the Cabinet thought the whole business 
should be patched up socIally with the Queen. but that 
young lady has Ideas of her own Bnd decided they could 
patch up anything they wanted to, but leave her out . So 
the Duchess received no sccia1 approbation end took her 
self by the hand Bnd went back to France with the Duke . 
That ' s about the only socIal high- light since the war . 

It Is lonesome as the devil here without the family 
and at the same time the delivery of mail Is very bad 
and chances are from now on it Is goIng to be worse , 
particularly with DO Amerioan ships stoppIng in England, 
and it Is my beliet that there will be very few neutrals. 
The worst of it is you oan ' t keep In touch with your 
friends in the States and you haven't the slightest idea 
what's going on over there . The only American news being 
carried in the English newspapers is about the fight on 
the Neutrality Act . Last night , however, the papers 
carried a picture of Dewey and said he was far ahead of 
all other oandidates for the Republican nomination . I 
know the world is screwy and that everything is topsy
turvy. but to have Dewey as candidate of a big Party to 
run the United States with the problems that are faoing 
it is Just the surest indication that either I have gone 
completely screwy or else I have lived ten years too long • 

• 
Give Bar s my love and tell her she was very sWeet to 

drop me that note . Tell her also she still has that soft 
spot in my heart . 

Regardless of all the troubles we have over here , you 
muat be having nlenty of your own , so take good cere at 
you rae It and possibly we may all heve a chenoe to meet up 
sooner than we expeot . 
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London , September )0 , 1940 . 

Dear l.dssy : 

I received your letter of August 22nd on 
September 11th , and the President ' s letter t o 1.:1' . 
Churchil l which you enclosed was sent to h i m at 
once . 

now to4cy I received a note from Robson Lov·e , 
Ltd ., in v:hich they say : 

"Lest ?ay the President of the 
United States purchased a number of 
items by auction but up to the present 
I:lOflent have received no remi ttance . 'Ie 
have forwarded various statements t o 
the American ~mbe..o.f"Y to which \,,'6 Nere direct-
ed to send them. 'e think it me)' ")ossibly 
have been overlooked And the enclo~ed state 
ment will give you details of the 8nount 
outstanding which you Vlill obse r ve is near 
ly five months old . " 

If you will ju~t tell me \\hf't you want done ebout that , 
I can tqke care of it r i ght here . 

. ell I don ' t suppose I can gi ve you any news 
ebout wh~t is oing on here , becBu,e of course you heer 
everything from the President . It is 8 new experience , 
pnd one probably never to be forcotten , t o go to eleep 
',dth Germf1n planes dronin-; over your head and eunfire 
ell el"ound you , to plfl J' golf find ride horseback under 
the ~nme conditions , ~nd constantly see and listen to 
people who hf've lost every t hing ; for you seldom meet 
n person who has not suffered some loss hi mself or bAd 
some intimate friend affected by this dreadful debacle . 

f(;1ss j"ereuerite Le Pend , 
The /hi te House , 

\','A:JIII {GTCr: . 
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As f a r DS I 8~ concerned , I 8M gf tting along very , ell . 
The only thing I am. unhappy abou t 1s t ha t I have nothing 
im or t ant to do . If i t hadn ' t b~en for the f ac t that 
I didn ' t want it to l ook as if I w~s le eving here before 
the bombing began, I would bave left long ago . I have 
never be en very happy sitting around and not making a 
real co~tribution to the job I W9 S supposed to do . How
ever, I suppose everybody Gets ma ladjusted in a war . 
At any r a te I am hop i ng I will be see ing you soon , and 
in the ceantime s ive my l ove to Betsy if you see her 
end all those who you think would be interested . 

Yours sincerely , 

, 

• 

• 
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