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Moscow, October 27, 1935,

Dear Miss Le Hend:

First of all I want to thank you for that
very, very nice note you sent me regarding my
nose operation, Then next I want to inform you
that Hls Excellency IS HIS OLD SELF AGAIN! T
REALLY MEAN IT = walt and see,

We arrive 1n New York aboard the steamship
WASHINGTON on December 10, and HE will be so glad
to get back to the UNITED STATES OF AMHWRICA that
he'll weep with joy. The weather here has been
ugly and bad all thls year and, together with very
"pleasant relations with the Soviets" (brrrrr!),
you can imagine how pleasant life in Moscow is.

I don't mind particularly because I manage to keep
busy all the time but 1t's hard on WCB, And what
with all these dying American millionaires and
Amerlican senators, all of whom get thelr meals from
the Ambassador's kitchen and insist on talking
forelgn affalrs with him while on their deathbeds,
1life may be hard here but to one with a senss of
humor it's a lot of fun,

I'm rather glad that the Ambassador is going
home soon, however, as I am beginning to exhaust
my repertoire to keep him amused. Only today (it's
been raining all day and at 3 P, M. 1t was as dark
as ink) when he remarked on the ugly weather, I said,
"Just think, you will be in the White House pool
In six weeks. It cheered him immensely,

And when the pouches come 1n all he cares
about are letters from the White House or good old
Judge Moore. You have all been very good this year
about writing him, better than he deserves in fact
because he 1s so negligent about writing,

As
Miss Marguerite Le Hand,

The White House,
Washington,

I



As a possible source of amusement to you, 1
am 1isting below what I 41d today:

Arose 6:45 A. M. Ambassador sent for me and
went 1n for some dictation (letters to Judge
Moore and the President) and general con-
versation with the Ambassador. He lamented
fact there was no sun, whereupon I borrowed

a sun lamp from our military attaché here

and set it full blast on His Excellency. Went
into kitchen downstalrs and found servants
about to engage in mortal combat over whether
or not French standard of living was as good
as the Russian., (We have both French and
Russian servants.) I settled the battle by
telling them that they were equal. Took

Mr. Kelley (Ambassador's State Department guest)
to the one Catholic Church in Moscow situated
across the street from the OGPU]l Stopped in
office for a moment and recelved urgent call
from German Embassy saying that the Russian
customs had refused to release their fresh
meats and provlsions from Poland, and therefore
they would have no food for tonight. I have
proml sed to send them three turkeys, six saus-
agea for making canapes, and some veal, The
Germans are glving a reception for 200 people
tonlght. 1Invited 90 people for our move this
afternoon, O0Office charwoman asked to see me -
recelved her and lmmedlately noticed black eye.
It appears her husband beat her up and took
her salary away from her, She wants to have
him arrested and sent to Siberia and asks my
advice, I sald, "think of your three children."
She weakena, We males must stick together,
Took Kelley to the Museum of Western Art,
Boyars House, and t he Kremlin Museum, He i1s
very much Interested. I'm bored, 1t's about
the millionth time I've done it. At lunch
time Ambassador calls for me to tell me that
Anne's prize Persian kitten 1s violently 111,
Get a doctor., I get a doctor and the kitten
has wormse. I would have to give it the womm
medicine, Ambassador becomes lnspired and
decides to write a despatch on Japanese and
German relations with the Soviet Union. It
looks as though 1t's going to be a good one,
It'll take about three days to finish it.

Had to glve some adrenalin out of our dispensary

to the asthmatiec husband of one of our American
women here which makes me 20 minutes late for

| lunch
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lunch and I am publicly bawled out before
Mr. Kelley. Telephone rings and Chinese
Ambassador "must see the Ambassador im=-
mediately." 0. K¢ come over, and 1t's

the same old thing. Japan thils and Japan
that. Agaln the telephone and this time
it's your friend's dear Borls. He wants

to ask if Grace Davidson's book has been
published = he has heard it 1s already
being advertised. I think his days are
numbered, Met Sir Charles Bell, famous
Tibetan explorer, and introduced him to

the Ambassador who finds him very in-
teresting, Movle 1s a great success,
Meeting of Embassy staff after movie =
great bore and you're supposed to look
interested, Dean of Diplomatic Corps
advises Japanese Ambassador's wlfe has
sudden attack of appendicitis. I im-
medlately send flowers with Ambassador's
card, Shortly thereafter Japanese Am-
bassador scours town for ginger for his
wife to give her relief (believe it or

not but these Japanese are funny people)
but wlthout success, Fortunately, we
happened to have some 1in the kitchen whlch
Anne left - she loves ginger bread - and
the Ambassador takes 1t over to the Jap=-
anese Embassy personally and presents it
with all the formallties, For a moment

I thought the Japanese Ambassador was going
to kiss WCB'a feet, Foreign O0ffice calls
to say that an American professor 1s dying
of spotted typhus in Irkutsk = 4,000 miles
away from Moscow, Ambassador says what 1is
to be done, My advice 1s to inform Foreign
Office that they should clean lice from
Russian tralns, What I think 18 that the
poor professor 1a probably dead and the
Forelgn Office willl tell us only tomorrow
or the next day. Litvinov's Secretary calls
up to say that Litvinov would like to see
the Ambassador tomorrow, They haven't seen
each other since the famous protest. I'm
going to put hand grenades and polson gas
in the Ambassador's pockets before he goes
over, WCB recelves Chinese, French, Afghan,
and Pollsh Ambassadors plus Lithuanian Minister

between 5:30 and 7:30 this evening, On my
way for the second time to the office I

took
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took the Ambassador's gray topcoat and stepped

into his limousine with my hat pushed down over

my head, The OGPU sples in front of the house

think I am His Excellency and immediately start
their Ford in hot pursuit. When they arrive at

the office I throw off the coat and they get as

sore as the devil, It's a favorite trick of mine
and always makes a hit, Met the Chinese Ambassador's
nisce and hostess at a cocktall party at the Turkish
Embassy late this afternoon. ©She 1s known as the
"Snake woman" in the diplomatic corps because of

the shape of her body and her walk, All the women
hate her but I think she's very fascinating.

The Ambassador and Mr. Kelley are having a long
conference this evening so I'm down here listenling
to all the complaints and troubles of the varlous
members of the staff, To my amazement I have dls=-
covered that we are going to have three new bables
in the Embassy thls next year,

The above 1s a rather dull day but will give
you some 1dea of l1life 1n Moscow, When I get a

real day sometime I will send 1t to you., I wish
T had written you at the time Senator Lewls and
old Filene were 111l but I was much too busy.

Before I close this long-winded epistle I
warn you that I am going to violate all that i1s
approprlate and bring with me to America a gift
for you for your many kindnesses to me, I hope
you will not consider me too impertinent,

I am grateful to you and I have a good friend
here who 1s a thousand tlimes so.

Best wishes always,

EN

Yours very sincerely,

o
g
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Paris, August 31, 1937.

Dear Miss Le Hand:
Many thanks for your letter of August 23rd. I

have made arrangements for the three young ladies to
be well taken care of and will have the pleasure of
seeing them at least a couple of times before we
leave for America.

I have arranged for a car and somebody who
speaks perfect French and English to go around with
them. I shall also see to it that they are invited
to several lunches and possibly one binge at Mont=-
martre = or doesn't the White House approve of
binges? All this should help them a little on their
budget.

Is there anything we can bring back for you from

here before we sall on the NORMANDIE on September 22nd?

With all good wishes and kindest regards, I remain,

Yours vé%?z%inZZE;iE} .

1 offie. |

t

Miss Marguerite Le Hand, ‘

The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Personel. Paris, August 9, 1939.

Dear Miss Le Hand:

Hamilton Fish has just been in for a long talk
with the boss and wes so completely persuaded by what
the boss had to say, that at the Noon-Day Club Luncheon
today he spoke very highly of the boss and the President's
forelgn policy!!! I thought this would amuse you as conm-
ing from the congressmen for Dutchess County.

Mrs. Roosevelt, the President's rnother, is in grand
form. I wrote Mary a few details about her yesterdey.
Ask Mary to show you the letter, or at least to tell you
gbout, because Mery is bashful of my love and kisses at
the end of each note I write.

I have never known the boss to be more sad and
longing as he has been for the past three weeks. Eech
defeat for the Administration in Congress (Neutrality,
Spend-Lend, Housing, etc. etc.) have hurt him deep to the
heert in each case. And when I say something to get him
to forget it or tell him that there's nothing he cen do
about it, he inveriably replies, "I know., But if I could
be in the White House with the President tonight, I know

I could make it easier for him."

On Sundey evening last, after Anne had turned in, we
went off walking into the forest(It was as bright as day-
light et 11 P.M.!), and he spoke to me in a manner which
leads me to believe that he is serious. After stating that
the President needed reel friends, and ought to be helped
in every possible way, and cursing a few people for deserting
him because of the end of his term nearing, he said that if
we passed into this Fall without war, he felt that he should
resign. Before doing so, however, he wanted me 1O make up
my mind as to whether I wanted to go on working for the Govern-
ment or whether I wanted to go in privete business. llo matter
what I decided upon, he would see to it that I was well placed.
I thanked him, of course, and seid that I would like to know
why he should be particularly worried about me; that I would
much prefer to go on working for him or with him.

He
Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand,
The White HDUEE,
Washington.
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He went on to say that if all went well he would return
home this Fall end say to the President that he would like
to return to the United States fTor good; that if the Presi-
dent could use him at home, he would be at his service;

but if the President could not use him in any official cap-
acity he would talk to him ebout serving in an unofficial
capacity. I asked him what he meant by unofficial capacilty
and he replied, "There are lots of weys." The only thing

I can think of off-hend is that lMargaret Biddle ({85,000,000)
has offered to buy two or three radio stations if he will
agree to rum them. Roy Howard has also spoken to him aboutl
teking on the foreign end of the SCRIPPS-HOWARD papers.

I argued with him and told him that he was foolish to
think of doing such a thing at this time. I sald that after
all he was the No. 1 /fAmbassador; he enjoyed not only the
friendship but the real affection and trust of the President;
end that he had done immeasureable accomplishments for the
good of the United States in Europe. Whereupon, to my utter
amezement, (you know I have always kidded him about being
too pro-French simply because they were so intelligent eand
had such zood food and wine) he replied, "I want to be in
the United States, I want to live in the United States, T
feel out of touch with the United States."

I let it go at that, thinking he would forget about it
all the next day but he hasn't. In a way, you are responsible
in part for this. I have been embarrassed and have emberrassed
the mail room for letters from the White House when there sare
none, and when he repeats to me five or six times a week (we
hoave pouches three times a week.) "Are you sure there were no
letters from Miss Le Hend in the last pouch?", I say, "Ab-
solutely not. If you went to have word of some kind from
her; we have twenty-four hour telephone service with Weshington? _

Doris Fleeson and her husband errived todey. We will
take care of them. 3She asked me where she could get a special
kind of bracelet for vou and I have scouts out now searching.
Judge Moore wrote a pathetic letter to the boss which arrived
today, sayifng that if he had gone to the Hill before the Louse
voted on the neutrality bill, he is sure he could have obteined
a favorable vote. (He was on the CLIPPER).

Joe Kennedy is on the Riviera where he will be for five
weeks and I get greut pleasure when he calls up ezch day for
nevis




news. He always says, "Whet's the news tc}dat! my boy. '
My Embassy doesn't have a G....o.. d....ed t2ing when_ﬁ Il
not there."™. Incidentally, his wife and most Of the kids
sre sailing for America on September 20th.

Jim Farley, who is now in "arsaw, ce 1led up from Hevre
and said he would errive here about hugust 22nd, to stay
about one week. Miss Beth Leary, Mary Eben's FRIEND, 1S
coming up from Biarritz to take care of the two girls while
Jim is meeting French government officials with the boss.
They will (Jim and the two girls) stay at the house 1n tovn

while the boss and Anne are in thie country.

This is a long letter, but you asked for it in your
last letter to me.

All the best.

Yours very sincerely

P.83. Incidentally, I dined at the house ?f a very ;ntimaFe
friend of the Leidy (Leidig) Hoyts, who live, I believe, 1n
Dutchess County. In any case, the high spot of ?he evening
was the reading of a letter from Mrs. Hoyt to this friend,
making fun of the manner in which the Roosevelts received
the King and Queen and comménted at great length on Mrs.
Roosevelt's sneakers end print dress (cheap); the way she
zot up and served personally; the gxxdx hot coffee which
wasn't hot; the different tablecloths on each table on the
terrace; the way the President walked into the church, etc.
etc. etec. The reason I pass this on to you is because I
understand from the woman in question thet the Roosevel ts
esked Mprs. lloyt to put up some people during the Royal visit
and I thought you would like to kmow just what they really
think. I was so sore that I told my hostess I thought Mrs.

Hoyt must be pretty cheap.

N
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, September 9, 1939

Dear Miss Le Hand:
We're in the army now.
Many thenks for your note of August 25th.

I hope that Messrs. Borah, Nye, Fish etc. will
admit that their informetion about Europe isn't so hot

after all.

Actually, this whole war seems absolutely pointless.
I wouldn't give Marthe's Vineyard for the whole of Europe
but the fact is that a mad dog is loose on the Continent,
so what is to be done about it?

We could all commit murder over the delay in sending
American ships to evacuate American citizens. It has been
no joke calming down hysterical American men and women,
Actually, the men have been much more of a nuisance in this
respect than the women. 0ld Mrs. Forbes refuses emphatic-
ally to leave and is completely convinced that Paris will
be exactly the same during this war as during the last one!

Eleborate plans have been made for the complele evacu-
ation of Paris by all members of the Government from the
President of the Republic, Prime Minister, etc. down. This
will mean that we will have absolutely nothing to do in
the Embassy except play cards, the radio, read, ete. I
em really beginning to get worrlied about becoming completely
bored. Meaybe we can get the French to allow us to become
neutral observers near some fireworks.

Needless.to say, we are all watching developments
on the Neutrality Law, and I think, personally, that unless
we can sell planes and anti-aircraft guns to the British
and French, they will lose. The French are So cool and
calm during this whole affeir that I often wonder if they
are humen. As one Frenchmen said to me recently, "It's
merely a question of becoming accustomed to it."

f’i‘:is

Please

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand,

The White House,
Washington, D. C.
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tell Mary that if she will come to Paris she can save
us all from becoming too bored. If she wants to come,
we cen give her a Job paying $2750 salary, $600 rent
allowance, and $300 post allowance; a total of $3650
pPer annum, to say nothing of the right of free import-
ation (for her Scotch and caviar). As an extra at-
traction, you might add that French dresses are now
much cheaper and the franc is 43 to a dollar.

We'll give Hacky a job as seductress of Adolf Hitler
to whom we will send her as the perfect Aryan.

Paris is absolutely deserted and at night there are
no lights on the streets. There has been guite a bit of
looting of houses during air raid signals, but the Govern-
ment yesterday issued a decree making the crime of looting
punishable by death. This will have a great deal of effect.
1 wish you could see us all go down to the Embassy cellars
during en air raid siren. Everyone knows that our cardboard
cellars are absolutely useless in case a bomb hits our
building - but we all file down like obedient cattle. I've
asked one of the Army officers to put down there a high-
powered radio-receiving set and a few card tables, with one
poker table. I'll be damned if I'm going to sit down there
doing nothing.

The boss is very much on pins and needles these days.
He 1s feeling extremely well; tremendously energetic; with
very little to do except quiet down Americans and some little
diplomatic activity. In a week or ten days this will all
disappear and I'm going to be hard put to keep him busy. I
think I'll pile up all the issues of the SATURDAY EVENING
POST containing Ray Moley's articles, and then I'1ll put be-
fore him five volumes of THE PAPERS OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT.
After that, I hope things will become exciting around here.

Our news from Polend is all bad. What they're doing
to the Poles is horrible, incredible and terrible. Attila
could teach the Germans today absolutely nothing.

I'11 tell you all about the Farley visit when and if
I come to Washington again.

Tell Mary I've got some new wonderful stories for her.
All the best and thanks again for the letter.
Very sincerely yours, éiﬁ”ffﬂﬁ

00




geptember 22, 1939

Dear Mr. Offle:

Thankk yvou for that nice long letter
and also for the piece of anti-alrcraft shell.
I hope there was no one on the terrace when

that ra'l there.

T ghould like to be in Paris for
the Fireworks. I Y¥now that doesn't eound
intelligent, but I really would.

The President made his specech to
Congrees yesterday and we are nu%lnitting
with our fingere orossed hoping the pso-oalled
"neace bloc" will not be able to defeat the
work on the Neutrallity Bill,

I had a short talk with Doris
Fleeson when she came baol -~ every one has
nothing but the highest praise for your
Ambassador.

I loved your message to Mary and
particularly the one to Hacoky. You probably
will hear from them both.

Do write again when you get o chance.
AMwvaye sinoerely yours,

Me A. LeHAND

Carmel Offie, Eeq., |
Secretary to the Ambascador,
American Embassy, ‘
Paris, Franoce.

mal/tmb




Personal. Paris, September 9, 1939.

Dear Miss Le Hand:
Here is a piece of anti-aircraft shell which

fell on the terrace outside the Ambassador's office
during our first air-raid. I thought you might like
to have it for a paper-holder. I expect we shall have
many more for ourselves before the fun is over.

No one here is at all excited and calm reigns
everywhere.

Every good wish.

Yours always,

00"

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand,
The White House,
Weshington.




Paris, September 25, 1939.

Dear Miss Le Hand:
I have just received a letter from Miss Barbara
3 Cushing requesting me to have delivered personally to
Monsieur Jean Pagés, an officer of the French Army, a
personal letter from her.

In as much as Miss Cushing did not put any return
address on her letter to me, I don't know how I should
address her and I should, therefore, be grateful if you
would please inform her that the letter has been deli-
vered to the French General Staff, to be delivered per-
sonally to M. Pagés..

Every good wish and kindest regards.

Very sincerely yours,

Carmel fle.

P.S. - The Biddles arrived yesterday pretty much shaken
up; but otherwise all right. They are now living
at the Embassy Reslidence, and are being thoroughly
gpoiled with good food and good wine, orchids, to
say nothing of the personal attention of one Mr.
William Christian Bullitt. The stories they tell
are, to say the least, gruesome. C.O.

C U7

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
The White House,

Washington, D. C.
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Personsal. Peris, November 2, 1939.

Dear Miss Le Hand:
Inesmuch as this envelope is going forward by

the hend of Mr. Frenk Weterman, President of the

Weterman Pen Compeny, who is teking the CLIPPER fron
Lisbon on Sundey, November 5th, and who is beling net
in New York by the United Stetes Deapatch Agent, the

Ambassador ansked me to drop you this line to request
you to please telegraph him two words: "Letters recelved®
as soon as you receive this letter. He asked me to

tell you that his letter to you is ultre-ultra important;
his first letter to the President ultra important; and

nis second letter to the President damned important.

I huve also teken the liberty of putting in a lettier
to Judge Moore eund enother one to Secretary Hull, which
I hope you will not mind sending across the street.

Everythlng is golng well; it rains every day -which
is perfect from the war point of view - end we are all

in good spirita,
Every good wish and kindest regards.

Verv sincurely W:

Mins Marguerite Le HFand?}




November 13, 1939

Dear Mr. Offie:

Your letters are Joys. Your descrip-
tion of your Chief's physical oondition 1s
grand and I do hope that he has done some of
the things you suggested but he probably hasn't,

Mr. Brown came in %o see me, bringling
the fole gras and the medicine! The first are
rived Just at the right time. We had Just
finisghed the last you had sent. The Becond,

I have not as yvet tried but the next time I
have a cold, I will start 1t.

It must be very interesting heing in
the Embasesy these days and knowing about all
the telephone calle. Wouldn't you like another
secretery to take cere of them? 1 am getting
tired of my present Job.

Your story about the telephone call
from London was particulerly amueing and aleo mal/tmb
timely. The next time you are in Washington
remember to have me tell you about 1it.

My very best wishes to you and thank
you again for the fole grae and the letters.

Always sincerely,

P. 8. I am attaching oopy of a letter whioh I

| have recelved from Ethel Downe, Will
you let me know quickly what I ocan tell
her about the official conneotion she
wants? ©OShe spoke to me on the telephone
about 1t before she left here. Of course
1¢ soundes to the Presnident and me ag 1f
the suggestlon should come from your
Ambassador.

M. A. Ls

Neither

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,

The White House,
Washington,




Personal. Paris, October 27, 1939.

Deer Miss Le Hand:

I am taking advantage of the journey of Mr. Lestrade
Brown to send you this note, together with some foie gras
for the President and you (three terrines) and a small
package of medicine for colds for you. The Ambassador

told me that he wrote you a note in the last pouch about
the medicine so you may receive this medicine a couple of

days before you receive this letter.

The boss is not well, unfortunately, but I think it's
his own damned fault - I say this bluntly because if he
would listen to me a bit more on the question of rest
and teking it easy, I em sure it wouldn't have happened.
Anyhow, his blood pressure 1is down to where it was when
he went to Bermuda a little over a year ago and he ought
to take a little rest. He has promised to go to Chantilly
tomorrow and stay there getting plenty of sleep, no tele-
phone calls except the Ministry of Air, Daladier, or the
White House and the Department, to cut out cigarettes com-
. pletely and to stay in bed for three days. If he does

this he'll be all right because he always makes a quick
comeback. He has run himself down completely with a lot
of extremely important things and a lot of unimportant
things, into all of which he puts exactly the same amount
of energy. I have been trying to get him to leave the
unimportant things to subordinates entirely, but no, little
myillie" has to give everything that effervescent personal
touch. As you have probably guessed, I shot off my mouth
again to him last night when he said to me that he felt
1ike collapsing completely. 1 am certain, however, that
by the time you receive this note he will have recovered

completely.

Paris is still very cuiet and except for an occasional
reconnaissance plane of the enemy which causes the alarm
to go off, there is no particular sign of war. We can't
buy beef on llondays or Tuesdeys now, but there 1s plenty
of every other kind of meat and poultry.

Neither
Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
The White House,
Washington,



Néither the Ambassador nor myself has been getting
much sleep lately due to a combination of factors sgch
as the Biddles in the house, noisiness of the cily 1in
general at night due to no lights and an excessive use
of horns, tensemess of the atmosphere in general, war
correspondents, dinner engagements, etc. etc. I was
particularly irritated this morning at 2:30 A. M. whgn
Percy Philip of the NEW YORK TIMES called me up, asking
to speak to the Ambassador ol course, and gald to me,
"Ooffie, can you tell me whether or not it 1s_true.that
Ambassador Davies has just handed in his resignation to
become Secretary of the Navy. New York has queried me
on this, I tried to reach Davies on the phone, but nn'
success on account of the censorship.”™ 1 was furiouss

Incidentelly, did you kmow that Americans can make
long distance calls only through the Embassy. I feel very
importent knowing everybody's business, and a couple of
days ago I had to put one cell through for an American
to inform his uncle that his daughter was living unmarried
to an Italian in & small doubtful Parisign hotel and rEf?EEd
to leave for America! I have also had a couple of interesting
spy cases lately which are not without fun. The letest of
the latest news, however, is that the Germans sent a beauti-
ful New York stenogrepher over here to enlist as a French
spy and the French have gescerte ined that she is a Germen

agent !

Joe Kennedy called several days ago and tried to per-
smade the boss to ask for permission to go home for Christ-
mas, so that he, Joe, could ask for permission at the seme
time. In other words, he doesn't dare ask alone for fear
he will be criticized. The boss told him then that he had
no plans for going home this winter, unless he was ordered
home for consultation. Joe was very d;sappalnted. but
this morning he told me he would positively go home in
December or he would resign. I told him when he said ha“
would resign, "That,sir, is an Ambassador's prerogative.

%ﬁ;

Every good wish to you and good luck.

Very sincerely yours,
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EL¥YSEE BHUILDIMNG

PRESIDENT 58. RUE DU Faum. SaAINT-HONORE i
RS. HENRY S, DOWNE raris (8%
TELEPHOME : AMJOW OO0-25 /

October 25, 1939

|
Miss Marguerite Lehand l?ember 15, 19589
The White House f

Washington, D. C.

/

!
Dear lissy,

thered you
Lestrade is leaving on the Clipper. in doing it
He is taking some foie gras to the x yeers have
| President from Bill and I am &lso send- iynu can well
ing this letter by him, h in cheering
ted, getting
I hear that you have been guite i1ly rich, pro=
sick with the grippe. I am frightfully |ant elements
gorry to hear that because I know how ;¢. His blood
important you are to the President he has been
end particularly in a time like this. ‘day week efter
ram 1378 of
We are turning 'inside out over ‘Great White
here on account of those dumb senators fou looked up
making stupid speeches about the nmeu-  referred)and
trality. If they don't wake up soon fne word to him,
and get it through their heads that if |off in the opposite
we don't give every help possible to ' the Great White
the Allies, communism and nazyism will [ he just went
be aeat%:E on the shores of America, fyou feel if you
£ g, all at the
During the last war there was a dmired and idolized,

great deal of confusion and overlapping ‘out from ugder you.

i

‘that probebly the

with it; that it

st up in Cenada,

| Then on top of

nk blank Navy De-

;for en answer on
Soaething else for over five weeks,-plus the delays of
the War Department on another equally important matter -
it wes just all too much at one time and he was ready
to say, 'Oh, my God, why has thou foresaken me?' Truly,
I thought he had given up hope in &ll human nature.
Two days at Chantilly (last Saturday and Sunday) however,
have helped a great deal. He lunched at the headguerters
of the Ceneral Staff yesterday and is 1in a much better

mood today.

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,

~ The White House.
R T e A R T




IEF CO-ORDINATION SERVICE

ELYSEF BUILDING J
PRESIDEMNT 58, RUE DU Faup. SaINMT-HoMORE
Mrs. HENRY S. DOWNE pARIS (B*)

TELEPHONE : ANJOU OO-28 '-

- - I

because there was no general bureau for Svemher 15, 1939.
organization or cooperation, so Bill has '
asked me to take on this job., It is
exactly the kind of a job that the
President gave out in a speech ten days :
ago., So I will be "semi official” in
direct liaison between the Ambassador

|

and the American activities, and I am ythered you
also liaison with Mr, Lasboulaye, former [  4,ine it
Ambassador at Washington who has the ix yﬁarg have
game with the French, you can well

:h in cheerin
Would it be possible for the Presidentﬂeé? gettingg

to name me for this job, naturelly 411y rich, pro-
"without salary", as attached to the lant elements
Imbassy, a8 I think it is going to be pe. His blood
very big and far-reaching and it is he has been

going to save & great deal of racketeer- iday week efter
ing and chiselling, as people will know rram 1378 of
where they can apply for real information 'gyreat White
and where their money goes if they have you looked up
no specific organization that they want referred)and
to send something fto, pne word to him,
off in the opposite
Do write me if you have time, a8 I | the Great White
always love to hear from you. he just went

J
]

Ever devotedly and affectlomately, | you feel if you
A g, all at the
&, = sdmired and idolized,

‘out from under you.
Ethel Downe, | |
' that probably the
'with it; that it
et up in Cenada,

~ Then on top of
ank blank Navy De-
; for an answer on

et o Ta o ive weeks, plus the delays of

goaething else for over T .
the Wér EEPErtment on another equally important matter

‘ .00 much at one time &and he was reedy

%E gz;,jvzﬁ,ﬁﬁi koﬂ, why has thou foresaken me?' Truly,

I thought he had given up hope in ell humEn natgri.u e

Two deys at Chantilly (last Saturday and Sunday ‘ﬂnietér;
have helped a great deal. He lunched &t Fhe hEHEWEET S
of the General Staff yesterday and 1s in a much better

mood today.

(%] I.-
—
(]
@fﬁ
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Personel., Paris, November 15, 1939.

Dear Miss Le Hand:

I want to apologize for heving bothered you
on Sundey last, but I felt justified in doing it
for the reason that never in almost six years have
I seen our friend so low. He has, &s you can well
imagine, been doing altogether too much in cheering
up people, getting ambulance work started, getting
Red Cross contributions out of the really rich, pro-
ducing reconciliations between discordant elements |
emong these people here, reporting, ete. His blood |
pressure hes been and is very low eand he has been
postponing going off for & little holiday week after
week. But when the Department's telegram 1378 of
November 10th arrived saying that tlie Great White
Father had reversed himself (I hoped you looked up
thet telegrum and the one to which 1t referred)and
had so informed the British, without one word to him,
after he had gotten the French started off in the opposite
direction on the specific authority of the Great White
Tather (see Department's 1260 to him), he just went
down like a ton of bricks. How would you feel if you
had fought, bled and died for something, all at the
request and desire of the person you admired and idolized,
and then if that person cut the floor out from under you.

I argued as best I could, saying that probebly the
Canadian business had sonething to do with it; that it
was impossible to change the system set up in Cenada,
etc. etc., but it didn't do much good. Then on top of
that, the letter Zed, the blankety blank blank Navy De-
partment ignoring our violent appeals for an answer on
sonething else for over five weeks, plus the delays of
the War Department on another equally important matter -
it wes just all too much at one time end he was reeady
to say, 'Oh, my God, why has thou foresaken me?' Truly,
T thought he had given up hope in all human nature.

Two deys at Chantilly (last Saturday and Sunday) however,
have helped a great deal. He lunched at the headquarters
of the Cenerel Staff yesterday and is in a much better

mood today.

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
__The Yhite House. ______ :

— —
- S —
e - n - =




We are going to the Front tomorrow and W1ll*be
bzck on Fridevy evening or Saturday mornling. (This
very private.)

is

Judee MNoore made me promise to him four years &go
that I would inform him irmedietely if ever 1 thought
our friend was ever over-doing himself and if I was &t
all worried ebout his heelth. Chantilly, I arn %bsvlutely
convinced, nas saved him time and again but }t isn t
quite enough and if he does not go to NMorth africe or
the south of Frence or somewhere very, very Sool, I cm
going to give the Judge & ring end tell him a waﬂt?lnEE
so that he can either have WCB ordered to North Africa on
an inspection trip (It's in his district) or have him
ordered home for consultation, {if the Judge still has
authority to have that sort of thing done). I had hiﬂed
thet our friend would volunteer going home tO spagd Amas
but he appears tc have decided against it. You will re-
call that he wrote the Creat White Father recently tiat
he didn't think he ought to leave on vecation right now
and didn't intend to. Of course, 1 dnq't asgree with this
theory at all. I =seid that we are }ivlng in such an ab-
normal atmosphere here with everythlng censored, etc.
that IF I WERT /AMBASSADOR HERE, I would g0 home once &
month vie the CLIPPER for three days in order to breathe
in a normal atmosphere and find out what the reaction of
American people is to events during this war. 1 was
squelehed with the reply, "Well, you're not Ambassador,

so that's that."

1ah vou could see the wey in which he 1s hounded

to ﬁait?iherz. Everyone wants his opinion on tQis or that

| and al1 run to the Embussy before this or that 18§ dqna. |
1t is ell very complimentary end gquite exceptional in a way
but whet it does to one's disposition and econstitution 1is
terrific. TFor instance, the news of the wonderful stand
of the Curtiss P-36s was received with sugh glee ?y the‘
French that the big boys called him et 2:30 in the annlng
to give him the news. Then of course we have all these
lovely little visits by German planes at 4:30 in the morning
drooping leeflets and everyone wonders when they will drop
bmmEs; although I don't think they will for & long time.

%$;‘

: '+ away for at least & couple of weeks fTor &

zgipTii: E;Enge.y cen't the Creat White Tather hear of some
renort that & communist revolution or sumething has occurred

’ on the face of the earth
stigate it at once &nd report?

what I am driving et is this: He should, ought to,
|
|

in Biskre or Morocco or anywherc
except Paris and vant WCB to inve
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i i T 10 s 4
T remember almost two YyedIS ago bhe CiEut Wiiite
wather sent him an order as Commander-inChief to gO

on leeve. I think it should be repeated.

Joe Kennedy told me over the nhone the other day |

F‘I o ;}"{} I|:?‘ l:] *I. I i s E-i ] 1; E’E if I
E: e i 1\"'?".-; l-tl Lln fll I.-'I-.ﬂ ;I'—lber urd D E .
that & i EI-_J s ]—r]- 3 t-‘ .‘ .

ation.
he would be ordere d homne for cmnsg}tu : -
he intends to sail anyway on the REX from Genoa Dp_tnzt
date and czble the Lepartment thﬂt_he's taquﬂ 1&umﬁ 0
which he is crititled! I bet him five dollars thet ne

£ i hundred to five that
ouldn't dere, and he offered me &
Ee'd be home %ur Xmas by hook or by crook! I also learned

. e -
from ¢ very good friend of mine in the Embassy at BrusSse.sS
+hat Joe Davies wants to come hone for Christmas.

Please t8l Mary Eben that her story about the 104
esr-old woman went down great here and I took great A
gi;nsure in telling it in French the other day in g?ng
of Daladier and two French G&ﬂETE}Ei ITnEgtﬂignizrylgumh
hing. Pleasse tell her &also tha mu
%iggusegl didn't get the point of her iztkxx joke that

the S0B of 2 plus 2 is 4, etc.

we were very glad Mrs. Forbes left. She lnnk?d very
well. So far, there isn't a shortage of food. It :ﬁ;;ry
difficult to get oranges, but we'zﬁ m%nagigeig %En't o

; t e rres
off American ships, but now thea ' ) R

e to the regular ports, We 11 have :

Eﬁzmc:iﬁut buy beef on Mondeys or Tuesdays, buE EEE:; ;eats.
everything else in the way of game, poultry un

The weather hes been lousy, but it's a blessing %nidis§uise
b everything 1s so overcast eand heavy end thic ‘
S ut it in blocks and store 1t eWay;

ic ou can almost C _
zidtgt Eegns an offensive is impossible. I'm enjoying it

indeed. In
ch and Tind 1t very interesting
?éitveiifgufnr me is 100% perfect, except that { ?E iick
d t'.:ired. of seeing an exhausted, irriteble indiv ‘\"iat =
ﬁgounﬂ me whom I know is not naturally that wey. &

you going to do about 1it?

Every good wish to you and egain apologies IoOr dis-
turbing your Sunday.

Very s incerely youIs,

P.8. I am sending you

you before Christmas. 3ix boxes of it.




Personal. Peris, December 9, 1939.

Degr Miss Le Hand:

Your letter of November 13th reached me this
morning. Ordinary mail is disgustingly slow these
days. My Chief has persuaded the French to start |
a shuttle air service from Paris to Lisbon for mail
end passengers, and the Minister of Air has offered
to cerry mail pouches for us from Lisbon to Paris free
of charge, but the State Department takes 1ts good old
time ebout deciding whether or not we shall have pouches
sent by eir. It makes my blood boil because from ex-
perience down in Honduress, we used to get one big mail
bag & week by air from Mizmi (Pan Americen) and the only
meil of interest or importance was the new toupée every |
month from Manuel's in New York for my Minister's wifel
However, I am hopeful thet pouches will be leaving the
Denartment by air soon for Paris.

Your telegram from VWarm Springs did the job and the . J
Chief has spent the past week on the Riviera getting a =
good rest and some sunshine, but not a great deal. I e
remained in Puris to teke care of a lot of unfinished &

business of the VWar and HNavy Departments, to scy nothing

of a lot of nmiscellaneous business for Swift and Wayne

Taylor in connection with the Red Cross. But I was glad

not to be sitting next to & buzzer for a whole week and =2 1
to more or less fix my own business for the week. He
gets back to Puris on llonday morning, and will have been
ewey fromthe office for ten deys. I speek to him over
the phone every day, of course, but there really isn't

a great deal doing. '

Monnet is busy in London getting things establ ished 3
end is doing & grend Jjob. He called me up excitedly severel
days ago from London, end read me over the telephone a
confidential ceble which Lothiaen had sent to the British \
Foreign Office in connection with Mr. Arthur Purvis' first
call on Mr. Morgenthau. Lothian cebled: "Purvis was shocked
when the Secretarv of the Treasury informed him thet while
it wes & fact thet close cooperation was given to the

mission

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand, .
The White House.
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misesion headed by Monsieur Jean Mounnet, the President

had as yet given him (Morgenthau) no indication that
similar cooperation wes to be extended to Purvis' migsion."
Some day I hope you will give me a little clarification

on all the mix-up about the French-British missions. 1In
any case, lMonnet is well-started, thanks to my Chief and

I think evervthing will work out well.

Joe Kennedy passed through lest week and then had
to weit three days at Lisbon. He was furicus and the
etnosphere between Lisbon and Peris wus electric over the
radio-telephone with good old-fashioned Boston Irish cursing.
He was & riot. Incidentelly, he still is very anxious for
my Chief to come home fom Christmas, and told me he intended
to speek to the President about it. Joe Davies also went
through on his way to Italy to take the REX, Ee wes look-
ing as well as I have ever seen him look. He sald thet
he was going home to bring Morjorie back tc Belgium - thet
the only reascn Murjorie didn't go to Belgium with him was
because the President called her personally and sz2id under
no conditions would he allow her to come over here &nd be
hurt. I think thet wes very, very s-w-e-e-t of the President.
Of course, I swallowed everything. But his Private Secretary,
who- is en old newspaper man I used to know in Moscow and
in the Depertment of State, told me that actually Joe is
hoping to be given Pa Watson's job now, and that Pa will
be made Ambassador to Belgium. I think this ides is prob-
ably still in the dream stage.

Poor Cudahy is westing away in Dublin and writes
ind phones frequently to us. He has precticelly nothing
to do and is biting finger-nails in Dublin. He has been
expecting something to be done about him, and hesn't given
up hope but he gets mighty low sometimes. I hope something
hes been done about Huberta Earle. They're in a really
sad situation because they don't know what to do.

Here is a piece of information which I ask you to
keep very, very private. Margeret and Tony Biddle drove
up from Angers yesterday, where they are esteblished (it's
only four hours from Peris) and Margaret end T had & grect
give-and-take, knock-down, drag-out battle about everything.
As you know, she is e remarkable women and I admire her
greatly.
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greatly. Then, too, they have been through a great deal

in Poland and at the moment are, I suppose, soriewhat tired.
In any case, llargaret szid to me that if anything did rnot
oceur and things for them should be more or less auiet,
they would probably leave Angers, where the Polish Govern-
ment is now established, next June for the Convention,
would attend the Convention, and them probably RESIGN. I
said it would be nonsense, etc. etc., but slie answered
gquite frankly, "Tony and I are still young and energetic
and we have no intention of sitting on our tails down

in Angers with almost nothing to do. We want an interes-
ting life =nd we'll just have to find it."™ 1 am arranging
for them to visit the Front riext week. You hsve no idea
how wonderful lMargaret has been with the Polish refugees
and also for French refugee children who have been evacugted
from the large cities. Ohe has given blankets, medicines,
tobacco, etec. to the Poles and the other day at a small
intimate lunch with Daladier, my Chief, Tony,Margaret and
myvself she geve Daladier a check for a million francs and
said, "Pleuse take this so as to give a little happiness

to some of the soldiers for Christmas."™ Anhd she does it
all anonymously, which I think is very nice. The Chief is
very fond of both of them and of course feels completely
responsible for them, their well-be ing, welfare, heclth and
everything else!

It hes been raining a great deal here lately and I'm
just as pleased, beceuse it means there is no military act-
ivity. Humen nature is & funny thing. Believe it or not,
no one in Paris now gets out of bed when there is an air reid
alarm, and no one will until the first eggs are dropped. It
wee very thrilling out at Chantilly & couple of weeks ago
when the air raid siren went off and I got up at four o'clock
in the morning, opened the shutters on my bedroom window and
there in the moonlight not more than two thousand feet ih
the air over the chateau flew those long, black,pencil-shaped
Dornier bombers of the German Air Force! It wes very exciting.

Incidentally, Jjust write a polite little note to Mrs.
Downe and tell her you have written to me about her request
and T will talk to her about it so as to kill it once and
for all. ©OShe is really a very nice person, but gets much
too enthusiastic and tumbles into messes from which the
Embassy has tc rescue her., Only a week ago, she got into
a terrible row with &n old French Senator about & handful
of baby clothes! However, a luncheon, some good stories,
and a lot of backslapping smoothed everything over. GShe
is working very hard and is doing a lot of good, but we

alweys like to keep the kimx bridle irons tight in h%ﬂﬁynuthl
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Mrs. Forbes was megnificent in her behavior just before
ghe left for the Unlted States and I could have died
laughing when the night before she lef?l she asked the
smbassador whether he WDULﬁH't lend her %100 and a port-
able redio; otherwise she wouldn't leave for America. S5he
was very nice indeed to both of us, and especially to the
Chief and if it weren't for the fdfh that she is 95, 1
should h ve very greve suspicions in her kindnesses 1O the
boss! She is old faithful, and writes him regularly since
she got back. Her lest letter describes in the most de-
tziled manner the ceremony &t the corner-stone laying
cercriony for the library at Hyde Park. 1 hope you noticed
that I notarized that document from Mrs, Roosevelt to the
President and that my signature is on it.

Incidentally, the Chief was absolutely sick to the
stomach when he read that story in TIME esbout Hopper and

J immy.

I am sending you 2 small package from Paris as a
Ymas gift. I hope you like it. The thing I really weanted
to get you was in the line of gloves, but “alas!, I didn't
know your size. This country mey be at war, but there are
just as many gloves, dresses, lingerie, Ftﬂ. being made
as ever and what's more, everything is just &s chic as ever,

Every good wish to you and kindest regards, eand &gain
my thanks for your letter.

Very sincerely yours,

P.S. By the way, as I tried to tell you over the phone the
other day, the Chief feels very strongly about not leaving
the country to which he is accredited during wartime, merely
to go home on vacation, and he positively will not leave, so
hhe tells me, unless he 1s ordered home on a specific mission.
I told him he was being very foolish end impractical but did
vou ever +try to persuade him? I'd sooner try to persuade

Gibraltar\jf sink into the sea. H?i; :: TS oo
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December 12, 1939

Dear Mr. Offie:

Thank you ever eo much for your
letter of the twenty-sixth and slsc for
encloeing the picturee which I think are
extraordinarily good,

You were an angel %o telephone
me about the Uhgltman thinge. There
were some complications and I finally
decided on the golf balle, which will
g0, I hope, on the same Clipper wlth
this letter and I hope, also, will ar-
rive for Christmas.

This carries to you my very best
wighes and I hope I shall see you soon.

Alwaye slncerely,

Carmen Offle, Eeq.,
Seoretary to the Anhlulndur,

"American Embassy,
Parie, Franoce.

P, 8. I am encloeing a letter which Mr,
- Robineon of the United States Lines
spent to me. Will you tell me the

answer to the marked paragraph.
"Also, you have not told me yet about

Etliel Downe and I have never answered

her letter!
H- ‘m L.'H‘

(Over)

B

Very sincerely yours, | f;.f. t : ;

Miss Merguerite Le Hand,
Washinegton.

T e - Wy S "

“Tivery good wish and kindest regards.

i Gl e

i



Let. to MALeH. 11/17/39 from Hugh B. Roblnson, District Passenger
Manager, U. S. Llnes, Amer. ferchant Lines, 10 Rue Auber, Parls

Frence re condltlons in France as regult of war. Marked para-
graph as follows:

"By the way, our Milltary Attache here, Col. Horace Fuller,
just recelved day before yesterday the decoration of Commander
of the Leglon of Honor of France. I do not know whether the
President Enows him or not, but he has been dolng a grand Job
for three or four years. He 1ls one of my closest personal
friends in Paris, and I wonder 1f you could not get the President
to look up his record and get for him a break 1n some way toward
that star all Colonele look forward to, or perhaps a note of
congratulations from the Pregident on the Leglon of Honor
decoration, which Was placed on him by Generatr Gamelln himself.
Needless to say, he does not know I am writing this to you.

He is one of the finest Milltary Attaches we have ever had

here and a real soldier."

¢
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ﬁ%ﬁ : od to be in the United States again - when
Eg r; . to you for the New Y?’ar. .
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Personal. Paris, November 26, 1939.

Dear Miss lLe Hand:

As you have probably heard, (I assume you
have been reading all our telegrams to the State
Department), the Ambassador and myself visited the
front. We had a grand trip.

General Requin, the commanding General, had a
small luncheon for the boss at his general headquarters
and everyone in this country is so grateful to us for
the Curtiss P-36 pursuit planes which were bought last
winter, that the General felt France's gretitude must
be shown in some way even during lunch! He therefore
pulled out of his armies one French artist who did the
job on the menu card which I am enclosing he rewith and
it is endorsed to the Great White Fether. The Ambassador,
who isn't here at this moment, asked me to remind him
to send it to you and inasmuch as the mail is leaving
in fifteen minutes, I am sending it along to you as
of interest. I protested to the boss thet he shouldn't
send it to the Maison Blanche because you would see from
it that we are far from starving end that you would all
stop sympathizing with us and thinking of us! In any
event, here it is. I am elso enclosing four photographs
taken of our arrivel at general headquarters at the be-
ginning of our visit, somewhere near the western front

in Frence.

Inesmuch as we will not be comin home for Xmes,
will you please ask Mary ILben, wi is check for ten
dollars enclosed, to buy some ng suitable as a gift
from me to MxyxXRmm Anne 1itt? It ought to be sent
down to Foxcroft before the Xmas holiday of the school
begins marked "Not to be opened until Xmes". I enclose
a card of mine to-go with it, I enologize for bother ng
you but I dop't have time et this moment to write Mary

a separate-JTetter.

fﬁf,fﬁaery good wish &nd kindest regerds.

Very sincerely yours, | sz :

Miss Merguerite Le Hend,
Washington.

vy

—_—_— - - — ———— —- n o e,
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Personal. Paris, December 30, 1939.

Dear lMiss Le Hand:

What I tried to tell you over the phone last
night was that our friend is sitting on the south side
of a sand dune in the Sahara on strike! It really isn't
a strike because he is visiting French defenses down

in North Africa - he has a plane at his disposal and flies
all over the place. He asked me to tell you he was on

strike, but actually I think he is rather enjoying it.

I think you have spoiled him, or maybe he has just become
bored but in any case he is not interested in things here
anymore. Perhaps a good breath of a normally-functioning
democracy will put him in good shape again but I warn you
to prepare for a withering onslaught on his arrival back

home. He is in good shape physically and is looking very
well - in fact bubbling over with energy - and he will,

I am certain descend upon you all in the White House like
a juggernaut.

I heve tentatively reserved seats on the CLIPPERS
from Lisbon in my neme for January 8, 10, 12th and l4th.
Please let me have a cryptic word or an official message
through the Department for our friend on just what's what
and the exactdate as much ahead as you can. I know this
is asking for a lot, but I'm merely stating the case.

I have the Biddle's present for you. It is a beautiful
gift from Cartier's and I'm sure you like it. Margaret
Biddle has been swell through everything and we are crazy
sbout her and Tony end I am afraid that we are spoiling them
but so long as they don't show it, I don't care. I am also
bringing you those sun-shaped earrings and clips.

T was not surprised to see that Joe Davies remains in

America. If you will recall, I wrote you sometime ago that
he would get some sort of a job in Washington. Don't you

think I am pretty good as a predicter.

It will be good to be in the United States again - when
and if.

Every good wish to you for the New Y?Pr' / |
T
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Personal. Paris, April 28, 1940.

Dear Miss Le Hand:

Everyone in Paris is terribly depressed except the American
Embassy. The Chief feels so sorry for them that he is giving
lunches and dinners every day - quiet meals of course without any
fanfare and no one except the ladies dress. They were certainly
glad to see him when he got back and to learn that the United States

was not trying to arrange a new MUNICH.

Clare Luce of TIME, FORTUNE, and LIFE has been in town for
some time. She is very attractive and lovely, but I wouldn't trust
her around the corner. Anyone who could have written the WOMEN,
just isn't to be trusted, in my opinion. In case you are interested,
she believes the President should retire and that Hull should be
elected, even though she is a Republican. The Ambassador has arranged
Lor her and her husband to see almost everyone here, including &
visit to the Front. She just can't be too nice, and I am wondering
whether she is looking for a job in the Diplomatic Service or whether
it's just plaine.ccessecsssess She told me flatly the other evening
that she thought the Chief ought to be either President or Secstatell!

That's why I'm suspiclous. .

Margaret Biddle is looking very, very badly. GShe has gallstones,
and really ought to go home to be operated on, but she won't leave
Tony. She says she doesn't want to go home at all, but in any case
won't go home unless the Chief goes home.

Chantilly is perfectly beautiful - never has it looked more
beautiful. The swans are all sitting on nests; the rabbits are
having litters; the cows are all having calves; there are already
124 baby checks; 39 baby ducks; the nightingales are singing; and
the s inging cascade is singing more than ever. The Chiel remarked
to me the other afternocon after a long walk: "Offie, isn't 1t a
damned shame that Missy, Harry and Betsy never came to visit this

- place."

Now I have a proposition to make to you and I hope you will
take me seriously. Mrs. Henry S. Downe is President of the American
Clearing House Association engaged in war work. The committee of
the Clearing House has decided to invite two American women, expenses
fully paid, to visit Pari and France and write an informal report
on their impressions which will be used by the Clearing House as an
mxample of reaction to their work. This will of course be done most

confidentially. The idea that I have in mind is that why don't you
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and Betsy, or you and Grace, or you and Mary allow me to inform Mrs.
Downe that you are willing to come over and I will do all tThe necessary.
Mrs. Downe would, of course, be delighted to say nothing of how the

rest of us would feel. If you like, I will even write your report.

You should have no feeling whatsoever about not doing this because the
Clearing House is very well supported financially, and the only people
who would Jmow the identity of the women coming over would be Mrs. Downe,
and myself. We could even leave WCB out on the limb, if you wish. I
hope you will do this while the President is on his trip across the
country. You really ought to see Paris at this time, and if as seems
probable (I have always doubted it and been against it) that the
President is leaving the White House in January, all the more reason
why you should do it. Please let me have a cable from you saying
"Barcus is willing" or"Barcus isn't willing" and I will be governed
accordiagly. If you want Betsy, say "Barcus and Jim"; if you wanti

Grace, say "Barcus and Father"; and if you want Mary, say "Barcus

and Patrick".

| It can be arranged so quietly and incongpicuously that no one
will even Emow & jou are here.

ast the only vote against you at the Convention.

iz you decide against this, I shall be so angry that I think
I wil

Good luck and best wishes.

Very sincerely yours,

&t

%
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Personal. Paris, Msy 11, 1940,

Dear Miss Le Hand:
We're in the army now!

The air raid over Paris at 4:30 this morning which
resulted in the bombings of the airdromes at Chartres
(outside Paris) and Pontoise wascone of the most excit-
ing thigs 1 have ever experienced. I climbed to the
roof of the house in pyJamas this morning when the air
raid siren sounded to see what was going on and I saw
a wonderful air duel between some American Curtiss planes
and some Messerschmidts and Heinkels -- and all this took
place right over the official residence of the American
Ambassador to Francel!! I wish you could have seen some
of the power dives. While all this was going on at
five A. M., 11:30 to midnight, Washington time, the Am-
bassador was trying frantically to get the United States
on the telephone to let you all know what was going on.
The Germens have now bombed any number of towns over
France today and it is fairly certain that the French
will reciprocate some time tonight. I had thought every-
one would be very tense, but not at all -- the French
Bre taking it right in their stride.

What do the people of the UnitedStates think now?
We are in constant touch with Cudahy and the French
General Staff who are directing the operations in Hollend
and Belgium. Some of the stories are terrific!

I burst into the Ambassador's bedroom this morning
expect ing to give him all the news on the lnvasion of
Holland and Belgium by the Germans, but to my smazement
he was awake - wide awake - and trying to reach the White
House by phone. Daladier had given him all the late news
at an early hour. I had seen the boss last only at 1:30
A. M. He gave a dinner last night for the Minister of
the Navy, the Minister of khex Labor, the Minister of
Armament, the Governor of the Bank of France, Lawrence
Steinhardt, the British Ambassador, Dorothy Thompson,
the Air Marshal of the British Air Force in France, and
various others. The perty broke up at 1:15 in the morning
at which time these who were involved in arguments adjourned
to Dorbthy Thompson's suite at the Hotel Meurice where they

consumed great quantities of champagne until the air raid

P T B . e |




at 4:30 this morning.

Incidentally, Dorothy Thompson who has up unt il now |
favored Wendell Wilkie for President, believes thatl Eh;t
Great White Father should remain where he is. You mig
be amused or interested to kxnow what sne_advncatgd for
Wilkie: that he should be the Presidential Candidate for

the Republieans and that he should appoint Mr. Hull as
Secretary of State.

is is calm: peuple are not tense; they even Seem
unintggzsted, and élEhnﬁgn open towns are hELng.menrded =
in France, they are not yet carrying around their gasf@ait ‘
They are absolutely determined 1O g0 right along and 11g
to the end, airplanes oI noO airplanes.

ave just talked with Brussels and t@ey Belgi@ns
are figﬂtinngarvelnualy and are still holding the first
1ine of defense against the Germans. Some French trmnﬁs
alwf have already reached the Albert Gana% to supvort the
Belgians and the British are not far heh}nd. The port .
works of Calais were destroyed this morning by bombs an

e few French planes were destroyed on the eairport at Dunkirk. .

] h to
It looks as thoughk Holland 1s lost pretty muc
the Germans but at least the Dutch have done sone damag e |
to them. Luxembourg is of course completely in the hands
of the Germans and the Grand Duchess and her femily have

successfuly escaped into France. y

i1l probably
Long before this letter reaches you, we Wi..
have haeE bombed in Paris, but no one Seens particularly
worried about it. We are ready for the worst.

Every good wish and keep the home fires burning.

Very sincerely yours,

F\?
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PERSONAL., Paris, May 13, 1940.

Dear Miss Le Hand:

Before this letter reeches you, you will have
read in the NEW YORK HERALD TRIBUNE of day after
tomorrow an excellent article by Dorothy Thompson
advocating that the President be elected for a third
term. I hereby enter my claim that you see to it my
chief gets complete credit for seven million and one
half votes (isn't that the mumber of D. Thompson's
readers ?). It all happened after a violent discussion |
of the world situation and the United States the other
evening at the Embassy and in the end Miss Thompson
(the boss has known her for the past 22 years) conceded
that the Great White Father should remain in the White
House for another four years and that she would advocate
it publicly to her readers.

Everyone here is frantic with “impatient waiting
and everyone is trying to conceal it, for this is the
fourth day of the world's greatest battle going on up l
in Hollend, Belgium, Luxembourg and in France. Paris
is quiet and no one seems excited. We have had three
air raids already today and it is only 12:30 in the |
afternoon as I write this. The Dutch have been swell,
the Belgians not so swell, and the French and British
have been very stubborn. There &re German airplanes
all over France, laying eggs everywhere.

Steinhardt, our Ambassador in lMoscow has been here
for the pest week and is getting plenty of air raid alarms
experience. He is leaving Thursday evening for the United
States. The Luces got out of Holland and Belgium by the
skin of their teeth. Incidentally, he does want an Embassy.

We are in constant touch with Cudahy by phone who
complains only about indigestion. He doesn't mind the
quantities of incendiary bombs being dropped on Brussels!

So far, the Nazis have only bombed the outskirts of Paris,
thet is to say, the railroad yards, ete. It 1s very strange
to hear the explosions nearby and not knowing what they

have Hit. I saw this morning seven Nazi bombers only

about fifteen hundred feet overhead!!! The crosses on
the teils looked very ominous.

e W g —I
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The military men one talks to are very gloomy for
the moment a8 the German mechanized columns seem& to Dbe

progressing very rapidly toward Antwerp.

I could go on indefinitely elong tiiis line but t@ura
is no use, It will be ocld stuff b- the time you receivs

this letter. But I did want you to know sbout Ii. Thompson.

Evary good wish and kindest regerds.

Sincerely yours,
[?

P. 8. Give my best to Mary and tell her that I would like
to know who she is buying canned pears for now!

PP Qliant iprmsns arrmn, gl
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Peris, May 27, 1940,

Dear Miss Le Hand:

The military news is bad agein this morning - so
bad in fact that people who ought to know say that this
beautiful and lovely city will be in the hands of the
people across the Rhine in the next ten days. It sounds
utterly inecredible, but this is the machine age and the
seemingly impossible exists no more.

Everyvone in the Government here has been trying to
persuade the Chief that if the worst comes to the worst,
he should follow the Government because in Paris he would
be doing nothing but protection work concerning American
property end American interests which any good consul who
speeks German could do. The Chief of course speaks ex-
cellent German too, but I have been telling him that I don't
think eny German will wish to speak to him. The French are
sick about it, but they understand fully why he insists on
staying here. As you know, it has been an American trad-
ition that the Ambassador always stays at his post here
no matter what happens.

I am getting off this personal note to you to tell you
what I think will happen if and when. Provided we are not
killed when the Germens bombard this town before it sur-
renders, we shall undoubtedly be kept locked up in our own
Embassy with no communicetions whatsoever with the outside
world. No one will have the slightest interest in whether
or not we have food, water, etc, for several days at least.
The Americen flag will be kept flying over the Chancery but
it will be completely ignored. In other words, Mr. Roosevelt's
personal representative will be overlooked completely for the
first week or so. We will, of course, be refused permission
to go out on the street because the Germans will say that
since they are responsible for our safety, they must oblige
us to remein inside. For this, I am completely prepared and
have made all arrangements for food, water, etc. for ten days
for ourselves and the members of the staff who will remain
here. (Over haelf of the Embassy will go with the Government) .
Of course, if the place is hit by & bomb, the food and water

will disappear also.

After
Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand,
The White House,
Washington.




T

Correspondence: Offie, Carmel, 1935-1940

Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Marguerite ("Missy") LeHand

Box 10; Folder

od

After some ten days, either very late at night or

very early in the morning, when they are absclutely sure

we will all be adeep, we will hear loud yelling and shouting
outside the building, the door will be opened, and we will
be informed that Herr General so and so or Herr Kommandant
so and so has come to make his courtesy call on Excellenz
the Ambassador, who will doubtless be sound asleep. Then
when Excellenz doesn't appear quicker than instantly, the
distinguished military gentleman will probably show great
rage, and go out screaming that since he has not been re-
ceived courteously to hell with the Amerikanische Botschafter
(American Ambassador). Then Excellenz will express regrets
and request the honor of celling on the military man in
question and will probably be kept waiting another week or
ten days and then will be told the military gentleman in
guestion can see him at midnight or six thirty in the morning!
Excellenz will go to the residence or office or whatever of
the military man, will be kept waiting at least one hour or
more and then finelly ushered in., The reception will be
colder than a&n iceberg to say the least but I feel quite
certain that Excellenz with his German and first class

brain will be able to meke some arrangements about our mode
of life. Of course, during all this time we shall not be
allowed to communicate with Washington or Berlin or anyone.
They will even refuse mail. They will merely state: "We
have sent word to yvour Embassy in Berlin that you are all
well and in good spirits." We will be told then that we

can have only soldier's rations for food; that we can not
have the freedom of the city because & the uncivilized
French are dangerous; so back to the Embassy we go. Lvery
possible sort of little pinprick and annoyance will be invented
to bother us as much as they possibly can.

I personally think it is useless and impractical for him
to remain in Paris, but since he feels so strongly about
a certain tradition, there is nothing to be done about that.

But there is very much something that can and should
be done by you people back home and I would suggest the fol-
lowing: As soon as you hear that Paris has been occupied
by the Germans, the German Chargé d'Affaires should be sent
for by the Secretary of State and should be told that the
President of the United States wishes to be put 1n touch
with his personal representative in Paris immediately and
wants to know whether or not he needs anything for himself
or his staff - that is food or a doctor. It can be pointed
out, of course, that we don't have to communicate with him

in code, just merely in plain English. Then too, if the =
insist this communication can be through our Embhssy 1in %erlln.
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That is point Ne. 1. lNo. 2 is as follows: I was

given to understand very confidentially before I left
Washington that I would have to address my chief by another
title and that this would probably take place somnetime 1in
June. When the Greast White Father decides to do it, and

if Paris has fallen by then, the message given to the German
Chargé might be that informing my chief that he is going to
have his title changed. That would be very interesting

for them to transmit and just a bit sarcastic.

All the above may sound fantastic to you, but if you
know anything about those people, you will realize that it
is probably exactly what will happen. It peeves me a bit
to think that we are deliberately giving them the oppor-
tunity to put us in this position, but since the Chilef 1is
so stubborn, there is nothing to do except to plan on staying
here and staying 1 am.

Incidentally, when communication is established, alweys
through the Germans, of course, and via Berlin; daily mes-
sages should be sent to us from Washington, or to one of us,
and always put in questions which require answers so that
the communication will be constant and so that you know all
is going not so badly.

I shall probably for the first time in my life spend
twelve hours a day in bed, do a lot of reading, end walk on
the roof of the building. I have a radio, of course, but if
I know those hard-boiled, heel-clicking birds, I think they're
going to probably go through this building with a fine-toothed
comb and a radio will be deprived us. It will be maddening
certainly but there will, T hope, be enough of us left to
have bridge and poker games. Twenty-four new books have just
arrived from Brentano's in Washington which we can't think
of reading now, but we will then. And then too, I shall Kkeep
e diary (which I have never done before) in shorthand of
everything that happens.

By the way, do you realize that if the Ttalians should
come in also and this city is captured, the only way we will
have to get back to the United States will be wvia Berlin,
Warsaw, lMoscow, Vliadivostok, Tokyo, Shanghail, Manila, and then
China CLIPPER to San Frencisco!!! The world has certainly
changed, But my spirit is not broken and I shall teke it all

in good form.

Thank you for reading this note, and if the worst hap-
pens, we shall see how close I was to being correct,

Every good wish. ,4? Q?ﬂ,a
Very sincerely yours, /-
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Personal. Paris, May 30, 1940.

Dear Miss Le Hand:

I em taking advantage of the departure frnm
Paris this evening of a private American ciltizen
for Lisbon where he hopes to get on a CLIFPER to
the United Stetes. I am putting all our mall 1n
one envelope and I would thank you to have stamps
put on the mail not for the White House, and drﬂ?peﬂ
in a mail box. It is getting more and more difficult

to get mail through nowadays.

The most important items in this envelope are
one envelope for the President, three for you, one.
for Henry Morgenthau and one for Fhe Hungarian mln}ster
in Washington. The rest are not 1mpa;tant. This 1is
merely so you can check. 1 am enclosing money for

postage.

We have just gone through the Memorial Day Ser-
vices with people of the American colony here. I know
1 need not tell you how sad everyone felt. Then, too,
the Germans heve bombed one of the cemeteries not far
from Paris which had nothing in it but American war

dead.

The Chief is feeling well and warking.very hard -
too hard, I fear; but he is doing a grand job &s you
will observe from his communications. Everyone Temains
calm and we are all doing our best. How long we will
be able to stand the strein, I don't know but we
will do our best. I'd give anything to be able to get
my hands on American newspapers nowadays.

Every good wish.

Very sinc erel%cmr ;

Miss Marguerite Le Hand,
The White House,
Washington.

P. S. The Biddles asre down in Angers going almost wild
with nothing to do.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Personal. Paris, June B, 1940.

Dear Miss Le Hand:

It has occurred to me that something might happen
tc the Chief or myself one of these fine days and there
are & few things which should be taken care of.

You now heve in the White House two large maill
begs containing effects of the Ambassador. He wishes
them to be held in the White House, of course, but if
he should be put out of commission, he wants them sent
to his brother, Orville H. Bullitt, 1517 Locust Street,
Philadelphia. The two bags contaein, some papers, Anne's
things, some' things of Mergaret and Tony Biddle, one
or two things of sentimentel velue to the Ambassador be-
cause of his mother, and a few things to go to the President,
and to you, if the worse comes to the worst. The Ambassador
has written full instructions to his brother as to how
these different things should be handled but he positively
wents these things to remain in your hands so long &as he
is breatdng. So much for that.

The air reid on Monday was terrible. To hear the
shrieking sound of the bomb fins, and then those dull

thuds when they exploded was quite an experience. I am
sending you a few photographs which we recelved a bit later

from the Ministry of Information showing a hospital bombed
and also civilien victims of the bombardment. The amezing
thing sbout the reection to the bombardment was that instead

of being afraild, they got mad aend they ere now madder than
hell and are determined to fight this thing out tooth and

nail.

We are all, of course, working day and night but it's
all very interesting and one doesn't reulize until one goes
to bed at night and "lets down" what one goes through in the
course of & day.

The Chief is looking well, but is tired - although he
would never admit it. Morale here is first-rate; and ell
in all, I think there's nothing to worry cbout.

The

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hend,

The White House,
Washlington.

I - g F ]
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The fmbassador's narrow escape has made him gtt&rly
intolerable because he has received So many compliments
from people ell over the world. In TFrance u%ﬂna, he re-
ceived 1,153 letters and telegrams. He reca}ved a tele-
phone cell from President Roosevelt, as you Know, anﬂf
received telegrums from a multitude of people in Ehe United
States, to say nothing of Chiang Kal-shek, H. H. Kung,
the Queen of England, Churchill, and the old Jeanneeny,
President of the French Senate wrote him & handwrltten
lJetter in which he said, "Praise to God, because 1I you
hed been killed, it would have_been e greater shock to

T

the casuse of civilization thanﬂfiva army corps (1,250,000 men).
Do you wonder?

That's all for the moment.
Every good wish to you.

Very sincerely yours,

2z

P. S. By the way, you will note that I am sending you
carbon copies of the RrExXdERRXXX Ambassador's letters to

the President. Will you please keep them for him gsida
somewhere because we don't dare keep anything confidential
around here. We even burn code telegrams which we receive
and send imnediately after we are through kikemx with them,
for “he simple reason thet if at any point the French lines
should creck, the Germans could be in Paris witp & motorized
division in two hours, and if this hsppened during the night,
it would not do et all to heve them pilfer our files.




EMBASSY OF THE AL
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris, June 10, 1940,

Deer Miss Le Hand:

We go voluntarily into' prisom tonight during the
night and will be cut off from the outside world for
only the Lord knows how long.

If we are cut off too long without you people back
home getting news of us, I hope pressure will be applied
or hell raised. The only difficult thing about this whole
business will be to keep the Chief inside all the time so
that no "accidents" will happen. It's going to be damned
hard but I aim to move heaven and earth to do it, even if
it means knocking him out.

Every good wish to you and thanks for your many
kindnesses.

Very sincerely yours,

/°

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand,
The White House,
Washington.
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