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• Moscow, October 27, 1935 • 

Dear Miss I.e Hand: 

Firat of all I want to thank you for that 
very, vary nice note you sent me regarding my 
nose operation. Then next I want to inform you 
that His Excellency IS HIS OLD SELF AGAIN! I 
REALLY MEAN IT - wait and sse. 

We arrive in New York aboard the steamship 
WASHINGTON on December 10, and HE w111 be so glad 
to get back to the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA that 
he'll weep with joy. The weather here has been 
ugly and bad all thh year and, together wi th very 
"pleasant relations with the Soviets" (brrrrrl), 
you can imagine how pleasant lite in Moscow le. 
I don't mind particularly because I manage to keep 
busy all the time but it's hard on WeB. And what 
with all these dying American millionaires and 
American senators, all of Whom get their meals from 
the Ambassador's kitchen and insist on talking 
foreign affairs with him while on their deathbeds, 
lite may be hard here but to one with a sense ot 
humor it's a lot of fun. 

I'm rather glad that the Ambassador is going 
home soon, however, as I am beginning to exhaust 
my repertoire to keep ~ amused. Only today (it's 
been raining all day and at 3 P. M. it was as dark 
as ink) When he remarked on the ugly weather, I said, 
"Just think, IOU w111 be in the White House pool 
in six weeks. It cheered htm tmmensely. 

And When the pouches come in all he cares 
about are letters tram the White House or good old 
Judge Moore. You have all been very good this year 
about writing him, better than he deserves 1n fact 
because he is so negligent about writing. 

Miss Marguerite Le Hand, 
The Wh1 te Hou se , 

Washington. 

A. 
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As a possible source of amusement to you, I 
am listing below what I did today: 

Arose A. M. Ambassador sent ror me and 
went some dictation (letters to Judge 
Moore and the President) and general con­
versation with the Ambassador . He lamented 
faot there was no SUD, whereupon I borrowed 
a sun lamp from our military attache here 
and set it full blast on His Exoellenoy. Went 
into kitchen downstairs and found servants 
about to engage in mortal combat over whether 
or not French standard of living was as good 
as the Russian. (We have both French and 
Russian servants.) I settled the battle by 
telling them that they were equal. Took 
Mr. Kelley (Ambassador's State Depart~ent guest) 
to tbe one CatholiC Churoh in Moscow situated 
across the street from the OGPU I Stopped in 
offic. far a moment and reoeived urgent call 
from Germ&n nnbassy saying that the Russian 
oustoms had refused to release their fresh 
meats and provisions from Poland, and therefore 
they would have no food for tonight. I have 
prOmised to send them three turkeys, su saus­
ages for making canapes, and some veal. The 
Germans are giving a reoeption for 200 people 
tonight. Invited 90 people for our mo~ this 
arternoon. Offioe charwoman asked to see me _ 
received her and immediately notioed blaok eye. 
It appears her husband beat her up and took 
her salary away from her. She wants to have 
him arrested and sent to Siberia and asks my 
advice. I said, "think of your three ohildren ." 
She weakens. We males must stick together. 
Took Kelley to the Museum of Western Art, 
Boyar. House, and t he Kremlin Museum. He i. 
very much interested. I'm bored, it's about 
the millionth t1me I've done it. At lunch 
time Ambassador calls for me to tell me that 
Anne's prize Persian kitten i8 violently ill. 
Get a doctor. I get a doctor and the kitten 
has werma. I would have to give it the worm 
medioine. Ambassador becomes inspired and 
deoide8 to write a despatoh on Japanese and 
German relations with the Soviet Union . It 
looks as though it's going to be a good one. 
It'll take about three days to finish it. 
Had to give sane adrenalln out of our dispensary 
to the asthmatio husband of one at our American 
women here wh1ch makes me 20 minutes late for 

lunoh 
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lunch and I am publicly bawled out betore 
Mr. Kelley. Telephone rings and Chinese 
Ambassador "must see the Ambassador im­
mediately." O. K. come ovsr. and it's 
the S8.Dl8 old thing. Japan this and Japan 
that. Again the telephone and this time 
it's your friend's dear Boris. He wante 
to ask if Grace Davidson's book bas been 
published - he has heard it is already 
being advertised. I think his days are 
numbered. Net Sir Charles Bell, r&mOU5 
Tibetan explorer, and introduoed him to 
the Ambassador who finde him very In­
teresting. Mo~ 18 a great succeS8. 
Meeting of Embassy start atter movie -
great bore and you're supposed to look 
interested. Dean of Diplomatio Corps 
advisee Japanese Ambasaador's wit. haa 
eudden attaok of appendicitis. I 1m­
mediately send flowere with Ambassador's 
card. Shortly thereafter Japanese Am­
bassador soours town tor ginger for his 
wite to give her relief (believe it or 
not but these Japanese ars tunny people) 
but wi thout suocess. Fortunatel,., we 
happened to have 80me in the kitchen whioh 
Anne lett - she loves ginger bread - and 
the Ambassador takes it over to the Jap­
anese lmlbasey per.onall,. and presents it 
with all the formalities. For a moment 
I thought the Japanese Ambassador was going 
to kisa WCB's teet. Foreign Otfica calla 
to say that an American protessor is dying 
of spotted typhus in Irkutsk - 4,000 miles 
away tram Moscow. Ambassador say. what i. 
to be done. My advice is to inform Foreign 
Ofrice that they Should clean lioe trom 
Russian tr.ins. What I think ia that the 
poor professor is probably dead and the 
Foreign Office will tell U5 only tomorrow 
or the next day. Litvinov'a Seoretary calls 
up to aay that Litvinov would like to see 
the Ambassador tomorrow. They haven't seen 
.aOb other aince the famous protest. I'm 
going to put hand grenades and poiaon gas 
in the Ambassador's pockets before he goe8 
over. WCB receives Chinese, Frenoh, Afghan, 
and Pollah Ambassadors plus L1thuanian Minister 
between 5:30 and 7130 this evening. On my 
way for the second t1Jne to the of fioe I 

took 
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took the Ambassador's gray topcoat and stepped 
into his limousine with my hat pushed down over 
my head. The OGPU spies in fr ont of the house 
think I am His Excellency and ~edlately start 
their !'ord in hot pursuit. When they arrive at 
the oftice I throw ofr the coat and they get &s 
sore as the devil. It's a favorite trick of mine 
and always makes a hit. Met the Chinese Ambassador's 
niece and hostess at a cocktail party at the TurkiSh 
Embassy late this afternoon. She 1s known as the 
"Snake woman" in the diplomatic corps because of 
the shape of her body and her walk. All the women 
hate her but I think she I 8 very .fascinating. 
The Ambassador and Mr. Kelle,. are having a long 
conference this evening so I'm down here listening 
to all the complaints and troubles of the various 
members of the staff. To my amazement I have dis­
covered that we are going to have three new babies 
in the Embassy this next year. 

The above is a rather dull day but will give 
you some idea of life in Mosoow. When I get a 

day sometime I will send it to you. I wish 
written you at the time Senator Lewis and 

old Filene were ill but I was much too busy. 

Before I close this long-winded epistle I 
warn you that I am going to violate all that is 
appropriate and bring with me to America a gift 
for you for your many kindnesses to me. I hope 
you will not consider me too impertinent. 

I am grateful to you and I have a good friend 
here Who is a thousand ttmes so. 

Beet wishes always. 

Yours very sinoerely, • 

• 

<1'·"-6 
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Paris, August 31, 1937. 

Dear Miss La Band: 

Many thanks for your letter at August 23rd. I 

have made arrangements tor the three young ladies to 

be well taken care of and will have the pleasure of 

seeing them at least 8 couple at times before we 

leave tor America. 

I have arranged tor a car and somebody who 

speaks perfect French and English to go around with 

them. I ahall also see to it that they are invited 

to ssveral lunches end possibly one binge at Mont­

martre - or doesn't the White Houae approve at 

binges? All this sbould help them a little on their 

budget. 

Is there anything we ceD bring back for you trom 

here before we sail on the NORMANDIE on September 22nd? 

With all good wishes and kindest regards, I remain, 

Yours 

Miss Marguerite La Hand, 

The White House . 

Washington. D. C. 

• 
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" 

Personel. 

Dear Hiss Le Hond: 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Paris , August 9 , 1939. 

Hamilton Fish has just been in for B lana talk 
with the boss Hnd \IBS so conpletely persueded by what 
the boss hud to say I that et the Uoon- Day Club Luncheon 
tod!l.Y he spoke very highly of the boss and the President I s 
foreign policy !!! I thought this would amuse you as com­
ing from the congres~men for Dutchess County. 

Mrs . Roosevelt, the Pres ident ' s nether, is in gr&nd 
torm . I wrote Mary e. feV! detoils .. bout her yesterdey . 
Ask t.!e.ry to show you the letter , or at least to tell you 
E:bout , because Mt..ry is bashful of tty love end kisses &t 
the end of cach note I write . 

I have neve r Ir'..nO'.'l·n the boss to be morc sad and 
longing as he has boen for the pa~t three weeks . Each 
defent for the Administration in Congress (Neutrul1ty. 
Spend- Lend , Housing, etc . etc . ) have hurt him deep to the 
het.rt in each clise. And when I say something to get him 
to forget it or tell him that there ' 5 nothing he can do 
about it , he lnvt..riebly replies, " 1 know. But if I could 
be in the ',Ihite House with the President tonight , I know 
1 cou l d ['luke it eusier fo r him . " 

On ~unday evening lest, ntter nnne had turned in , we 
went off walking into the fort.st ( It wes as bright llS day ­
light at 11 P .l.L ! ) . end he spoke to ne in n r:l~nnor which 
leads me to bel ieve that he is serious . ~'ltter stating that 
t he President needed real friends, (lIId ourht to be helped 
in every posslble way , and cursing a fe" poople for deserting 
h1m becuuse of the end of his term neflring, he BElid thAt if 
we passed into tilis Fall without war, he ftllt that he should 
reoign . geforo dolng so , howtlver, he wButed me to rncke up 
my mind ll.S to whether 1 ulllted to go on ",ork ing for the Govern­
ment or whether I wanted to go in priVate business . no matter 
whet I decided upon , he Ylould see to it that 1 'tillS well pIeced . 
I thf:tnked hlI:l , of course , ond sfoid th.ot I would like to know 
v.hy he should be perticulb,rly worried obout Mej thot I would 
!!luch pref(lr to go on 'tlorking for him or with him . 

Hios lIorguerite A. Le Hend , 
The \.hit e House , 

\;a~hington . 

He 

, 
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He \lent on to zfly that if lill went ..... el1 he wt1uld l'eturn 
hone this Fall end say to the President thnt he \/ ::>u!d like 
to return to the United States ror good; that if the Presi­
dent could use him at hone, he Vlo uld be at his service; 
but if the President could not use him in any officiel ccp­
ecity he would talk to him r:bout servine in an unofficial 
capacity. I asked him what htl meant by unofficial f'upuclty 
and he replied, " There are lots of vle.ys." The only thine 
I cnn think of off- hend is thE.t l:urguret !3iddle (~85.000.000) 
has offered to buy two or three radio stations if he will 
aeree to run them. Roy Ho ... 'ard has also spoken to him about 
takill€; on the forcibTI end of the 3CRI?T'S - HO':.'iJ1D papers . 

I argued with hin and told hin that he ilCiS foolish to 
think of doing l:iuch u thing at this tiLle. I said that Lofter 
nll he ;~as the rIo . 1 ,'>JD.bassudor ; he enjoyed not only the 
friendship but the real affection end trust of the President; 
flnd that he had done immeasureable Dccompl iRhnents for the 
good of the United States in Europe. ':/hereupon , to LlY utter 
runaz.enent , (you knovJ I have olways kidded him about being 
too pr o - French Simply becfluse they were so intelligent end 
had such good food and wine ) he rl:plied. "I wont to be in 
the United Stat'.s, I want to live in the United States, I 
feel out of touch with the United States ." 

I let it go at that, thinking be t/ould forgt!t about it 
all the next day but he hasn 't. I n E\ '.'Joy , you are responsible 
in part for this. I have been ~nberras::;e(I and hE. ve ecblOrrassed 
the meil room for letters from the '.'[hite House when there are 
none, and when he repeats to Me fiVe or flix times a week (t'!e 
heve pouches three tiMes U vleek,) "Are you sure there wert: no 
letters frOM l.ass Le Hend in the lost pouch?" , I SI1Y , "Ab ­
solutely not . If you want to have word of some kind frOM 
her, we have twenty-four hour telephone service with 1,'{Lshington'.' 

Doris Fleeson and her husband crrived tOdey. ':fe will 
te:'-e cere of thetl. She Lsked me where she could get especiAl 
kind of bracelet for you and I hcve scouts out now searching . 
Jud£e l.;oore wrote a p!.lthetic let":.·:- to the boss whicL L.1"";-i':ed 
todc.y, sq'ine thot if he hEld eon.! t, the Hill bef0l't tte .. ' u"'w 
'Toted on the neutrality bill, he is su r e he could hLve obtctned 
Q f.::.voreble vote, (He HOS on the CLI~PER). 

Joe Kennedy is on the Rivir.,ra where he will be for five 
v!eeks and I Bet e:reut .olee.sure \Jhen he ('0.115 u!l cc.ch dflY for 

neW8 
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news. :-!e 0.1 '.Io.ys says . ···,/hr.t ' s the neus todey . ny bo y. 
r:y E-"lbassy doesn ' t htJve a G • • . ... d ... . ed tt..ing when I'm 
not there . " Incidentally, his ''life and no"t of the kins 
e re sailing for •• neric;:! on tieptember 20 th. 

Jim FEirley , 'V he is noVi in '·'orsay, . c: llbd up from Tkvre 
Ilnd said he ,-Ioule t.rrive her€: ... bout J..u~us t 22nd. to stAy 
a bout one we ek. Mi!ls Beth Leary . l.1ary Eben IS FRIl:!!D , i s 
cooine up from Bi e- rritz to t oke cure of the two g irls 'Ibile 
Jim is meeting French government affie ic.l~ \. ith the boss. 
They \'Jill (Jill nnd the two girls) s t ay at the house in tov'n 
t'lhile the boss hnd Anne are in the country. 

This is a long letter, but you asked for it in your 
last letter to me . 

1.1 1 the bes t. 

Yours very sincerely 

P . S . Incident[.lly , I dined at the house of a VEl'y intimate 
friend of the Leidy (Leidig) l[oyts , who live , I believe , in 
Dutchess Count y . In any case, the high spot of the evening 
was the reading of a let te r from ilrrs . Hoyt to t h is fr i e nd , 
making fun of the ffiaMer in ... /hich the Roosevelts received 
the King end Queen and conne nted at ~reat length on Hrs . 
Roosevelt ' s sneHkers end pr int dress (cheap); the way she 
sot up I:tnd served personally; tht:: Ii:lZlidx hot coffee which 
wasn ' t hot ; the difft::rp.nt tf~blecloths on each table on the 
terrace ; thIJ way the President walked into the church , etc . 
e t c . etc . The reason I pass this on to you is because I 
understand fron the wonen in question that the Roosevel t:o; 
esked l:rs . 1!0yt to put up some people duriDG the Royal visit 
and I thought you \iOu ld l i ke to kno\'/ just what they really 
think . I was so sor~ that I told ny hostess I th :.)Ueht t.!rs . 
Hoy t must be prett y cheap . 

• 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

ParIs, September 9, 1939 

Dear Miss Le Hand: 

We're in the army now. 

Many t hanks for your note of August 25th. 

• 

I hope that Messrs. Borah, Nye, Fisb etc. will 
admit that their information about Europe isn't so hot 
after all. 

Actually, this whole war seems ab~olutely pointless. 
I wouldn't give Martha's Vineyard for the whole of Europe 
but the fact is that a mad dog is 100s8 on the Continent, 
so what 1s to be done about it? 

We could all commit murder over the delay in sending 
American ships to evacuate American citizens. It has been 
no Joke calming down hysterical American men end wonen. 
Actually, the men have been muoh more of 8 nuisance in this 
respect than the women. Old Mrs. Forbes refuses emphatic­
ally to leave and is completely convinced that Paris will 
be exactly the same during this war as during the last one! 

Elaborate plans have been made tor the complete evacu­
ation of Paris by all members of the Government trom the 
President of the Republic, Prime Minister, etc. down. This 
will mean that we will have absolutely nothing to do in 
the Embassy except play cards, the radio, read, etc. I 
am really beginning to get worried about becoming completely 
bored. Maybe we can get the French to allow us to become 
neutral observers near some fireworks. 

Needless to say, we are all watChing developments 
on the Neutrality Law, and I think, personally, that unless 
we can sell planes and anti-aircraft guns to the British 
and Frenoh, they will lose. The Frenoh are so cool and 
calm during this whole affair that I often wonder if they 
are humAn. As one FrenohmAn said to me reoently, "It I S 
merely a question of beooming accustomed to it." 

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand, 
The White House, 

WaShington, D. C. 

Please 

, , 
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tell Mary that it sbe will come to Paris she can sove 
us 011 trom becoming too bored. If she wants to come, 
we can give her a job paying $2750 salary, $SOO rent 
allowance, and $300 post allowance; a total of $3650 
per annum, to soy nothing of the right of tree import­
ation (tor her Scotch and caviar). As an extra at­
traction, you might add that French dresses are now 
much cheaper and the fraDc 1s 43 to a dollar. 

We'll give Hecky a job 88 seductress ot Adolf Hitler 
to whom we will send her as the perfect AryaD • 

• 

Poris 1s absolutely deserted and at night there are 
no lights on the streets, There hos been ~ulte 8 bit of 
looting ot houses during air raid s1gnala. but the Govern­
ment yesterday issued 8 decree making the crime of looting 
punishable by death. This will have a great deal ot effect. 
I wish you could see us all go down to the Embassy cellars 
during an air raid siren. Everyone knows that our cardboard 
cellers are absolutely useless in case 8 bomb hits our 
building - but we all file down like obedient cattle. I've 
asked one of the Army officers to put down there a high­
p~ered radio-receiving set and a few card tables, with one 
poker table. I'll be damned if I'm going to sit down there 
doing nothing. 

The boss is very much on pins and needles these days. 
He is feeling extremely well; tremendously energetic; with 
very little to do except quiet down Americans and some little 
diplomatic activity. In a week or ten days this will all 
disappear and I'm going to be hard put to keep him busy. I 
think Itll pile up all the issues of the SATURDAY EVENING 
POST containing Ray Moley's articles, and then I'll put be­
fore him. five volumes of THE PAPERS OF FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT. 
After that, I hope things will become exciting around here. 

Our news froc Poland is all bad. What they're 
to the Poles is horrible, incredible and terrible. 
could teach the Germans today absolutely nothing. 

doing 
Att,lla 

I'll tell you all about the Farley visit when and if 
I come to Washington again. 

Tell Mary I've got some new wondertul stories tor her. 

All the best and thanks or the letter. 

Very sincerely yours. 
} 

• 
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Boptc~bor 22, 1039 

Dear I1r . Ortie : 

1hnn~ you tor that nloe long letter 
and also :'01' t Le plaoo ot anU- n1rorart ohe:U . 
I hope there 'Ina no ano on t he terraoe ..men 
that ta 1 thoro . 

I aha .tld l1lta to be 1n Parie tor 
the Flrewor}:e . I "".nov that doo en ' t 80und 
Inteilleent , but I really would . 

The Pres1dent aade hio speeoh to 
Congress yootorday and ve a re no 81ttlnc 
w1th our tinger. oroooed hoping the ao- oalled 
·peace bloo· vl1l not be able to defeat the 
work on the Neutral1 ty Dill. 

I had a ahort talk w1th Dorl. 
neeeon when aha 0400 baa ~ -- ovary ona hae 
nothlnc but the hlCheat praiao tor your 
Amba .. ador. 

I loved your me •• ace to Mary and 
particularly the one to Haoky . You probably 
vI II hear trom theo both . 

Do wrUe aealn vhon ,.()II cat n ol1anoe . 

Alway. 11nooroly yours , 

M. A . LeHAl'ID 

Cermel Ottle , E8Q. , 
Seoretary to the Amba.andor , 
Amerioan Emb ••• y , 
Pari. J Franoe . 

• 

, 

• 
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Pers onal. Paris, September 9, 1939. 

Dear Miss Le Hand: 

Here is a piece of anti-aircratt shell which 

fell on the errace outside the Ambassador's office 

during our first air-raid. I thought you might like 

to have it tor a paper-holder. I expect we shall have 

many more for ourselves before the tun is over. 

No one here is at all excited ond calm reigns 

everywhere. 

Every good wish. 

Yours always, 

c ' 

Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand, 

The White House, 

Wash1ng~on. 
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Paris, September 25, 1939. 

Dear Miss La Hand: 

I have just received a letter trom Miss Barbara 

Cushing requesting me to have delivered personally to 

Monsieur Jean Pages, an ofticer at the Frenoh Army, a 

personal letter trom her. 

In 8S muoh as Miss Cusbing did not put any return 

address OD ber letter to me, I don't know bow I should 

address her and I should, therefore, be grateful it you 

would please inform ber that the letter has been 4811-

vered to the Frenoh General Statt. to be delivered per­

sonally to M. Pagis. 

Every good wish and kindest regards. 

Very sinoerely yours, 

Carmel 

P.S. - The Biddles arrived yesterday pretty muob shaken 
up; but otherwisB all right. They are now living 
at tbe Embassy Residenoe, and are being tboroughly 
spolled with good toad and good wine, orohids, to 
say nothing ot the personal attention ot one Mr. 
William Christian Bullltt. The stories they tell 
are, to say the least, grueSCllle. 0.0. A--

C _v · 
11188 Marguerite Le Hand, 

The White House, 

Washington, D. C. 

I • 

I 
• 
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PersOHal. Porie. Haveober 2. 1939. 

De~r ~lq9 La ~und: 

llUlAmuch 6S th1s envelope is goin€: fOM'mr" by 

the I,cnd or Hr . Fnnk ·,[nlernan . President of the 

Wat-tlmon PHD COr.:J.pc.ny. who h tLk1.ng the CLI!'"?:Y.. fron 

Lisbon on Junt'lcy . Hovt:IDber 5th, und wuo 1s being net 

in !low York by the Unltbd States Despatch .nsent , the 

Junboes{ldor oake'" rl8 to nrop you th1s 11ne to reQ.uest 

you to pleaae telegraph him two words : "L6tters reoelved~ 

6.9 soon 88 you reoeive this letter . He osked ce to 

t p!l you thLt hie letter to you 1s ultro- ultre lmportLDt; 

h13 tirst letter to the Pr esident ultra important; lUld 

h1.B ascond letter to t.he r>re81dent damned lmportant . 

I la.VB o.lsl') tuken tile libfJrty of putting in Q letler 

to Judge l.loore c.nd another one to Seoretc.ry Hull . whioh 

I hope you will not mtnd ssndine aoross the street . 

EV(lrythlng is 80ilo8 \lellj it reins every doy -whioh 

is l'erfoct fron the \lsr pOint of view - cnd Vie tll"e all 

in 800(\ spirits . 

l::VlJry f',ooCl wtsh Ilnd klnCl69t reUords . 

BiA9 Herguerlte La l'tJOd I 

'T'n", ' it,A JicI'I'~,'\ 

-
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-

november 13, 19;59 

Dear Kr. Otn e' 

Your 1ettere aro Joys. Your deeorip­
tion at your Chlot'o physioal oondition 1e 
grand and I do hope that he hao done 80me at 
the th1nC8 you 8ugceeted but he probably h3nn't. 

Hr. Brown oame in to Bee me , br1ng1na 
the tole grae end t he med101ne! The t1rst ar­
rlved Just at the r1cht tlmo . We had Just 
t1n1ehed t he last you had aent. The s800nd , 
I have not •• yet tr1ed but the next tloe I 
have a oold, I wl1l atart 1t. 

It aue' be very Interestlne belng in 
the Embaeay theee daYI and knowing about all 
the telephone oa11e . Wouldn 't you 11ke another 
leoretary to take oare at them! I am gett1ng 
tlred at ay preeent Job. 

Your story about the telephone oall 
trom London w.. partlcularly amuolng and allO 
tlmely. The next tl.e you are 1n W08hlngton 
remember to have •• tell you about It. 

My very b.at wiahea to you and thank 
you agaln tor the tole erae and the lettera. 

Always sinoerely, 

• 

P. s. I am attaohlnR oOPY at a letter whioh I 
have reoo! ved trom Ethel Downa. 11111 
you let me know Qulokly what loan tall 
her about tho ottlolal oonneotlon ahe 
want.? She apoke to me on the telephone 
about It betore ehe lett here . Ot ooure. 
It sound" to 'Chll!l ?rell1dent and me aa It 
the suggest10n should come from your 
Ambassador. 

H. A. L. 

Miss Marguerite Le Hand, 
The White House. 

i':f:lshingto n , 

• 
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Per sonal. Paris, October 27, 1939. 

Deer Miss Le Hand: 

I om taking advantage of the journey of Hr. Lestrade 
Brown to send you this note, tog~ther with some foie gras 
for the President and you (three terrines) end a small 
package of medicine for colds for you. The Ambas sador 
told me that he wrote you a note in the last pouch about 
the medicine so you may receive this medicine e couple ot 
days before you receive this letter. 

The boss is not well, unfortunately. but I think it's 
his own damned fault - I say this bluntly beceuse if he 
would listen to me a bit more on the question of rest 
and taking it easy. I am sure it wouldn't have bappened. 
Anyhow, his blood pressure is down to where it Wes when 
he Vlent to Bermuda a little over e yeer ago end he ought 
to take a little rest. He has promised to go to Chantilly 
tonorrow and stay there getting plenty of sleep, no tele­
phone calls except the Ministry of J..ir, Daledier, or the 
White House and the Department, to cut out cigarettes com­

. pletely and to stay in bed for three days. If he does 
this he'll be all right because he always makes a quick 
comeback. He has run himself down completely with a lot 
of extremely important things Bnd a lot of unimport&nt 
things, into all of which he puts exactly the some amount 
of energy. I have bean trying to get him to leave the 
unimportant things to subordinctes entirely, but no. little 
"Willie" has to give everything that effervescent personal 
touch. As you have probably guessed, I shot oft my mouth 
again to him last night when he said to me that he felt 
like collapsing completely. I am certain, however, that 
by the time you receive this note he will have recovered 
completely. 

Paris is still very quie t and except for an occasional 
reconnaissance plODf'! of the enemy which causes the alarm 
to go oft, there is no particular sign of war. We can't 
buy beet on Hondays or 'I\lesde.ys now, but there is plenty 
of every other kind of meat and poultry. 

Miss Marguerite Le Hand, 
The Vlhite House) 

,':as!lington , 

Neither 
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- 2 -

neither the lu:!ibassador nor myself has been getting 
much sleep lately due to a combination of fectors such 
as the Biddles in the house, noisiness of the city in 
general at night due to no lights and an excessive use 
of horns, tenseness of the atmosphere in general. war 
correspondents , dinner ene;ogellents, etc . etc. I was 
particularly irritated this morning at 2:30 A. M. when 
Percy Philip of the NE'.I YORK TIUES culled me up, asking 
to speak t o the ~bassador of course, and said to me, 
"Orfie, can you tell me whether or not it is true that 
J..mbassador Oavies has just handed in his resignation to 
become Secret&ry of the Nnvy. New York has queried me 
on this, I tried to reach Davies on the phone, but no 
success on account of the censorship." I was furious! 

• 
Incidentally, did you know that ~ericans can ~ke 

long distance calls only through the Embassy. I feel very 
important knowing everybody's business, and a couple of 
days ago I had to put one cell through for an American 
to inform his uncle that his daughter was living unmarried 
to an Italian in a small doubtful Parisian hot~l and refused 
to leave for America! I have elsa had a couple of int~r~sting 
spy cases lntely which nre not without fun. The latest at 
the latest news, however, is that the GerDens sent a beauti­
ful New York stenographer over here to enlist as a French 
spy and the French have ascertB ined that she is a German 
aj:!;ent ! ! 

Joe Kennedy called several dayg ago und tried to per­
soade the boss to ask for permission to go home tor Christ ­
mas, so that he, Joe, could ask for permission at the same 
time. In other words, he doesn ' t dure ask alone for tear 
he will be criticized . The boss told him then that he hed 
no plans for going ho~e this Winter, unless he wes ordered 
home for consultation. Joe wes very disa ~pointed, but 
this morning he told me he would positively go home in 
December or he would resign . I told him when he su id he 
would resiF)l , "That,sir, is an Ambassador's prerogative . " 

Lvery good wish to you end good luck. 

Very sincerely yours, 

• 

1 
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CO -ORDINATION SERVICE 

H it ...... S . OOWNE .u .• ,a', 

October 25 , 1939 

Miss Mar gaerite Lehand 
The Wh i te House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Uissy, 

Lestrade is leaving on the Cl i pper. 
He is taking 80me foi e grae to the 
President f rom Bill and I am a lso send · 
ing this letter by him. 

I hear that you have been quite 
sick with the grippe. r am frightfully 
sorry to hear that because I know how 
important you a re to the President 
and particularly i n a time like this. 

We are turning' inside out over 
here on account of those dumb senators 
making stupid speechee abou t the neu· 
trality. If they don 't wake up soon 
and get it through their heads that if 
we don 't give every he lp possib le to 
the Allies, communism and nazyism wi ll 
be 8ea~~ on the shores of America, 

During the l as t war there was a 
great deal of confus ion and over lapping 

I , 

i 
I 
I 
lvember 15, 1939. 

I 
J 

I 
jthered you 
In doing it 
x yef;.rs hl:1ve 

/you CE.D well 
(h in cheering 
)ted, getting 
:l1y rich. pro ­
jent elenents 
,e. Eis blood 
he has been 

I,day week after 
ram 1378 of 
'Great ',';hite 
JOll looked up 
referred) and 

Ine word to him. 
joff in the opposite 
, the Great l'Jhite 

he just went 
~you feel if you 

I!H 011 at the 
dmired and idolized, 
but from under you. 

( that prob~bly the 
with it; that it 
~t up in CL nnda, 

Then on top of 
nk blank N3VY De­
for an answer on 

;o~ethlng else for over fivtJ weeKS , p1.us thE' delays of 
the War Department on another equally important natter -
it wes Just all t.oo much :It one t l.oe end he waS reedy 
to say. ' Oh, my God , why has thou foresaken me?' Truly . 
I thought he hod given up hope in ell humen nature. 
Two days at Chantilly (lost Sliturdoy and Sunday) however. 
have helped 0. grelit deul. He lunched at the hetldC'.uerters 
of the Generol Staff yesterduy und is in 0. much b~tter 
mood today . 

Miss Horguerite Le Hond, 

.The 'tIhite Houge . 

• 

, , 
• 
• 

• 

I 
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CO-ORDINATION SERVICE 

..... . ' OINT 

....... H ~N"Y s. OOWNE .0.'. ,a' , 

-z-

because there was no gener a l bureau for 
organization or cooperat ion, so Bill has 
asked me to take on this job. It ie 
ex~otly t he kind of a job that the 
President gave out in a speech ten days 
ago. So I will be "semi offioial" in 
direct li a ison between the Ambaasador 
and the Americ an act ivities, and I am 
also liaison with Mr . Laboulaye . former 
Ambassador at Washington who haa the 
eame with the French. 

r 

I 

I , 
~ vembe r , 
, 

.:>the r ed you 
Ln doing it 
Lx yet;rs htlve 
you CE.n well 

'h in cheering 
Would it be possible for the Preelden(ted getting 

to name me for this job, naturally ~llY ' rich OTO -
"wi thout salary", as attached to the ~e.nt elel'1~nts 
Embassy, 8e I think it is going to be ~c . His blood 
very big and tar-reaching and it is he has been 
going to eave a great deal of r acketeer- ~dcy week efter 
ing and ohiselling, 88 people will know Srrum 1378 of 
where they oan apply tor real information 'Great ·::hi te 
and where their money goes it they have you looked up 
no specific organization that they want referred)and 
to eend something to. one word to him, 

Do wri te me if 
alwaye love to hear 

Ever devotedly 

you have time, ae I 
from yon. 
and affectionately, 

a 
Ethel Do n •• 

off til the opposite 
F the Grent White 
, he just went 
you feel if you 
~g, 011 at the 
admired t:lnd idol i zed , 
'out from under you. 

(, that pr obcbly the 
with it; that it 

~t up in eLnado, 
~ Then on top of 
ank blank N~vy De-
for on answer on 

;~ ;ttl;g - ;l;e for over fivo weeks , plus the delays of 
th~ w~r· Department on another equolly important natter 
it wes just all too much ~t one tine end he VlOS , ready 
t ' Oh my God why has thOu foresoken me? Truly . 
03ay,,' 11h t I thou ht he hud given up hope in e Uf!l~n no ure . 

Two dC~S at Chantilly (las t Stlturdoy and ~undoy) however, 
have helped u gretit de£.l. He lunched ct the heHdr.uc.rter5 
of the Gener£ll Staff yesterday and is in 0 much better 
mood today . 

Miss MlJ.rguerite Le Hand , 
The ':Ihite 'House . 

• 

• 
• 
• 

I 

-
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Persone.l. Paris, november 15, 1939. 

Dear Hiss Le Hand: 

I \'/Ant to apologize for having bothered you 

on Sundey last, but I felt justified in doing it 

for the reason thBt never in almost six ye~rs heve 

I seen our friend so low. He has, as you cc.n well 

imasine, been doing altog~thcr too ~uch in cheering 

up people , getting ambulance work started, getting 

Red Cross contributions out of the really rich, pro ­

ducing reconciliations between discordent elements 

cmong these peo~le here, reporting, etc. His blood 

pressure has been and is very low end he has been 

postponing going off for a little holiday week efter 

week. But when the Depttrtl~ent's tElegralQ 13?8 of 

r10vember lath arrived suyin~ that the Great ',';hite 

Father had reversed himself (I hoped you looked up 

that telegrurn and the one to which it referred)and 

ha<l so informed the British, without one word to him, 

after he hod gotten the French started ofr in the opposite 

direction on the specific authority of the Great Vlhite 

Father (see Depnrtrnent I s 1260 to him), he just \".'ent 

down 1 ike a ton of bricks. How would you feel if you 

had fought, bled and died for something, all at the 

request and desire of the person you admired and idolized, 

and then if that pelson cut the floor out from under you. 

I argued as best I could, saying that probc.bly the 

C£.nadian business had SOMt'thing to do with it; that it 

was impossible to change the system set up in CE nnda, 

etc. etc., but it didn't do much good. Then on top of 

that, the letter Zed, the blonkety blank blnnk Navy De­

partJ'rlent ignoring our violent a i)geals for en answer on 

Do:ething else for over fivo weeks, plus the delays of 

the War Department on another equally important Matter -

it wes just ell too much at one time end he VIQS r eedy 

to 3ay . ' Oh, my God, why has thou foresaken me?' Truly, 

I thought he hod eivan up hope in ell hurnan nature. 

Two days at Chontilly (last Sttturdoy and Sunday) however, 

have helped u great deo1. He lnnched Qt the het1dr,.uerters 

of the Gener£ll Staff yesterday and is in a much better 

mood today. 

Miss Harguerite La Hand , 

-.The ','Ibite House. 
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- 2 -

':.'e are goine to the Front tOIllorro.l E.nd 
b.:.ck on Fridcy evenint; or Sl..turdcy I'Iorning. 
very priv~te . ) 

will be 
(Tr.is is 

Judge r~oore :'lade me promise to hin four ye8!'s [oED 

thot I would inform hil'l inroed ietely if ever I thought 
our friend was ev~r over-do!.ng hirlls.::lf bnd if I \~.; lot 
all worried !:!bout hi:; hcc.lth. CIU.lltilly, I Bl'l. ebsolutely 
convinced, he.R saved hi"'l til'le And again b'lt i t isn 't 
'lui te enoush (llld if he does not go to Horth ;"frice. or 
the south of Frencp or some\lhere very, very soon, I <:.Ill 
going to eive the Judge [l rln~ cnd tell him a few th1nc:s 
so thlit he can either have i'."cB ordered to North ..:.fr1c8 on 
an inspection trip (It ' s in his district) or have him 
ordered hOMe for consultation , (if the Judge still hes 
:luthority to have thet sort of thing donel & I h",d hO"1ed 
that our friend would volunteer goine hOMe to spend :-:nas 
but he E1pnears to have decie.ed a.gainst it. You will re ­
cull that lie wrote the Grtl~t Hhite Fnther recer,tly tI at 
he didn 't think he ought to leave on vecot ion right no· .... 
and didn ' t intend to. Of cours€, I don ' t Leree with this 
theory llt ell. I SLid thet we arc living in such an ab ­
nOl'ffi.ll.l atmosphere he:;,'e .... Iith evp.rythinc; censored, etc . 
that IF I WE!E iJ1B.ASSJ..DOR m:.t:!.E , I would ~o hone once I::. 

n. nth v iu the CLI'"E,rt for three days in order to breLthe 
in a nonnal atrr.os!lher-e end find out what tht; reaction of 
Americ(.n pe'lple is to events durine this war. I was 
squelched wi til the r eply , "',/ell, you ' re not h..'1bt;..ss(1dor , 
so that ' s th et." 

I \'.i~h you could see the \i('Y in which he 13 h.ll1l".ce d 
to deo th here. ~'It:.rJcLe il,l.nts his opinion on this or that 
und E.ll run to tht:: lJrlbt..SSY before this or that is done . 
It is all very cOI'I;JliJrtentary nod quite eXCOl tionnl in n w/;J.y 
but whLt it does to or-t ' S disposition and C iOstitution is 
terrifir.. For instance, the neus of the wonderful st<;.nd 
()f the Curtiss P-:3Gs '.'it.!; received with such elee by the 
French that the biC. boys culled hi·, f,t ::::30 in thp morning 
to p;ive him the ne'.'13. Then of course we have ull t~lesc 
lovely little visits by GorD~n planes et 4::30 in the nornir.e 
dro;)ping lel flet3 t::.nd everyone ',:ondprs \'''en they will drop 
boobs ; t.lthough I don ' t think they will for u lon~ twe . 

':fbflt I run drtvin~ at is til i3: He Should , ought to , 
lind must eot bWC.Y ~or at lenst !:I cO"...lIlle Jf weeks for a 
conplete change . C&n ' t tILe Gret'<t '''; ~Iitc ::"tltht'r ta>ar of some 
r e:,ort that e cornnunist rE'volution or sUI'l .. thinC he~ occurred 

• 

1n Biskru or ~lorocco or anY"lh~l'l on the face of the ':;!srth 
eyceut ?t;. .... is Rnd Hnt '"CB to investit:;ate it at onco and report? 

• 

• 
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I renerlber "'1"10st tVIO yettrs usa til e Crei..t ':.'ili te 

F[.ther stlnt hi'1. ':'0 order as Corunander-lnChipf to gO 

on lec.ve. I thillk it should bp repeflted. 

Joe Kennedy told me QVl'!r the !)hone thp oth'Olr dliY 

that he ';'(;3 eoine to weit until Dccenber 3rd to see if 

he would be ardere d hone f o r cons'.lltution. If hR isn't , 

he intends to seil an:IW£.y on the n::;c fror:. Genoa on tht.t 

date ::lnd ct.ble the Le?8rtl'1ent that he's tf,kine leuve to 

which he is entitled! I bet hiM. five dollEors that he 

wouldn ' t dl:.re. Lnd he offered me £l. hundred t o five that 

he'd be hone f or )['"Il.LS by hook or by crook ! I also learned 

fron every eoud friend of mine 1n the Enbessy at Brussels 

that Joe Davies wants to come bone for Christmas . 

Plecse tal lllJ.ry Eben thLt her story about the 104 

yeer - old ~o'Onnn went down gre6.t here and I took great 

pleasure in t~lling it in French the oth~r dbY in front 

of Dl:l.l~dier ond two Fr~neh G(;nerels . They e.most died 

lcughing . Plense tell her elso that I rnU!:It be vl::,ry dUJT\b 

beecllse I didn ' t ~et the point of her i.U:«JI: joke that 

the SOB of 2 plus 2 is 4 . etc . 

'.'le wer(; very gll:1d I!:rs . Forbes left. She looked very 

well. So fer, there isn ' t a shortuge of food . I t ' s very 

difficult to get oranges , but we ' ve managed to get S1me 

off Americ Dn Shi~s, but now thct the President vron ' t let 

them come to the TeBuler ports , \"{P, ' 11 heve to (\0 without. 

One cennot buy beef on lIondeys or Tuesdays I but therf" S 

everything else in the way of Bone, poultry uno othE.r I!leats . 

The Vleathtlr hes been l ousy , tJut it ' s Q blessing In disguise 

because everyth ing is so overcest and heavy end thick -

so thick you COil ulnost cut it in blocks and store it e",.eY i 

und it "lec-ns an offensiv(' is impossible . I'm enjoying it 

all very much and find it very interestine indeed . In 

fc.ct , life for me is lO~~ perfect , except thet I 8m sick 

end tired of seeing 6n exhausted , irritable individuftl 

around I'I8 Vlhotl I know 1s not naturally that way . '''lhet ere 

you eoing to do about it? 

Eve r y good wish to you :lnd 86o.in apolo~ies for dis­

turbi~~ your Sunday . 

Very s lnc e r ely your: 
-'" 

?s . I £l(;J. 

you bt.fore 
sending you 
Chri!JtllLtls. Six 

lnore 
boxes 

foie gres 
of it. 

which will rea ch 
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" 

Person,,!, Paris, Decemher 9,1939. 

Deer Hiss Le Hnnd: 

Ynur letter of Nove~ber 13th reached me this 
morning . Ordinary mail 1::1 disgustingly slow these 
days. fly Chief haz persuuded the FrE:'nch to start 
a shuttle nir service from Paris to Lisbon tor mail 
and posseneers, and the Minister ot Air hb s offered 
to carry neil pouches for us from Lisbon to Paris free 
of chl'ree, but the State Del'ort~ent tftkes its eood old 
time ('.bout deciding whp.ther or not \/a shell h~ve pouches 
sent by eir. It makes my blood boil because from ex-
p .. r lence down in Hondure.s, \'18 used to get one big .,all 
bog e. week by alr froll lUf;.mi (Pan l.nericL.n) end the only 
meil of interest or importance was the np.'!I tou,ee every 
l'lonth froo 1knuel's in Hew York for my Hinister's wife! 
However, I am hopeful that pouches will be leovin,' the 
De,artnent by Hir soon for Poris. 

Your telegrltm from ',:ann Springs did the job and the 
Chief has spent the past week on the Riviera gettinr; e. 
~ood rest und some sunShine, but not a grent deal. I 
remained ill Pl.ris to take CAre of a lot of unfinished 
bus iness of the ,:er and lJ(j.vy Departments. to scy nothing 
of tI lot of lliscelle.neous business for Swift and ',layne 
Taylor in connection with the Red Cross. But I was glad 
not to be :3 1 ttine next to II buzzer for 0 whole weck end 
to more or less fix ny mVll business for the week. He 
eets bock to p ... ris on Hondoy norning, and will hove bc<.:n 
c.wey fronthe office for ten dLYS. I spec.k to hin over 
the phone every dey, of course, but there really isn't 
a crent de~l doing. 

Ilonnet is busy in Loudon getting thinS9 estnb'-~shed 
bnd is doing c grcnd Job. He cf.lled [ne up excitedly severe I 
doys oeo from London, end read np over tho telc~hone !l 

ci)r:fidentlal ceble which Lothian ht.d sent t.o the 9ritish 
Forf'il"n Office in connection vltth lIr .• .rthur Purvis' first 
cellon ilr. l.:or/::p.nthau. Lothion ccbled: "Purvis '~'as shocked 
whon the Secretcry of the Trecsury inforNed hlrn that while 
it 'yes a fact thet close cooperc.tion was given to the 

mis sion 

l11ss J~flreuerite h. Le Bend . 
The Whitp House. 

I . 
• , 
• 
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miss ion headed by l,jonsieur Jeen MOllnet , the Pres ident 
h£.d as yet eiven him (!I1orgentllD.u) no indicution thGt 
sinilClr cooperation vms to be extended to purvis' f'liHSion." 
Some day I hope you will e ive M.e (l little clurificf..tion 
on ali the nix- up "buut the French- Brlti sh nissions , In 
any case , ~.lonnet is well - started , t hanks to my Chie f and 
I think everything v/ill VK>rk out well. 

Joe Kennedy passed thruugh l~st week una then hed 
to Vll.1it t hree ~:!ys at Lisbon, He vias furi0us and the 
f..tmos~hen, betHeen Li sbon f..nd PLris wus electric (lvor the 
radio -t elephone with good old-f'-tshioned Boston Irish cursing. 
He wus a riot. I ncidEmtl.:.lly . he still is very anxious for 
r.:ly Chicf to cone home foXl' Christr,18s , find told me he intended 
to spu;.k to the President about it. Joe D£<vies elsa went 
through on his way to I tuly to take t!l€ TIE:':, !!e WP_fI look­
'nt, os well hS I hove eVlcr seen him l ook. He sa id th::t 
he -''Jas going home to bring Ii;.rjorie buck to Betgium - th:"t 
the only reason lkr,iorie didn 't go to Belgillm with him was 
because the Prusident called her r~rsonally and sei~ under 
no conditions wO\lld he al 1 0\',' her to CO"lU over here cnd be 
hurt. I think thct WI..S very . very s - v:- e-c -t of the ?resident. 
or course . I swullO'.ved everything. gu t his Private ::;ccr(:tary , 
',"ho' is an old newspl...per nun I used to knm" in I~08CO\1 nnd 
in the DepE.rtment of St8te, told ne t.hat actually Joe is 
110pinB to be t:iven Po. ',','atson ' s job nOl'I , ane. that Po. '.vill 
be nude Ambass£ldor to Belgium . I think thi:J idea is proh ­
ably still in the drenm stage . 

Poor Cudahy is \'Icstine (Jwey in Dublin Qnd 'tlrites 
l.nd ?hones freq.uently to us. He hes prf..cticr..l ly nothine; 
to do <.nd is biting filllJer-naUs in Dublin. ;{e has been 
e:ll:pecting sonething to he done about hirrt , nnd h(!c,n 't given 
up hope but he eets ni~ht<J l ow SOMe t imes . I ho:,e sOMething 
has been done about P.uucrta Earle. They're in 0. ree-Ily 
sad situa t ion beco.use they don 't )-:nO\'1 Hhut to do. 

Here is a piece o f informatiun wh ich I ank you to 
keep very, very priv;::,.te . llurcuret and Tony Biddle drove 
up from J...ngers yesterday, where they nre est£.bli~hed (it's 
onl y f our hou.rs froM. Paris) and Ulo r garct tind I had c. e;re(;;.t 
cive - and -t ake , knock - down , drag - out battle about (Jv!:crything . 
"s you knov/, she is c. re:L. ... rl;:L.ble \.'oman and I bd.Nira her 

grlot ly. 

• 
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greAtly. Then, too , they t,ove b"en ttJrnu6h a ereo.t (h.:,;,-l 
in Poland and at t~e !IIoment ",re, ! sup!,ose, s ::ne',vho t tl.red. 
In l:ny case, J:c:.rearct g[!id to ne that if (ln~rthing did r.ot 
ocr.ur cnd things for them shol11d be Illore or le~s 011iet, 
they would !'l'obnbly le~ve l.n~crs. where the Polish Govern­
lTlent is noi'! established, next JU1 .... ~ for the Con"ent ion. 
I"ould ElttenJ the Conventi:m . tlnd then rrob~bly RE:-.iII}N . I 
s::J.id it \'lou1d be nonsense, etc . etc . • hut she answerec. 
quite frankly . "Tony and I Are :jtill youne; end anoreetic 
end we hf!ve no intention of sitting on our toils daVIn 
in NlCcrs with ulc.ost nothine to do . ','/e ,"ont an interes­
ting life :..nd v/e'11 just hElve to find it." I 8n c..rrsnging 
for them to visit the Front next week . You heve no ieea 
how v,'onderful r1ereeret hc.s been with the Polish refugees 
nnd el.~o for French refugee children who hove been evacuated 
fran the laree cities . She has given bl~nkets , medicines , 
tobacco , etc . to the Poles and the othf>r cay ct fl SMall 
intimate lunch with Duladicr , I'Iy Chief , Tony,Marceret and 
nyself she g~ve Dfiladier a check for a Million francs ond 
said , "Plel...se take this so as to eive e little hep:'Iiness 
to 301'le of the soldiers fer Chri3tnas. " ..-.nd she does it 
vll anonymously, which I think is very nice . The Chief is 
very fond of both of them and of Cl.lw'se feels completely 
!'fsponsible for them , their well - be lng , welfare, hf>{.lth and 
everything else ! 

I t hES been raining e great deG l ht:re lutely and 1 1m 
just as pleased, becE'.use it MeUl,S there is no military act ­
iv i ty . HUl'u!Jl n ... ture is e funny thing . Believe it or not , 
no one in Peris no'l': gets out of bed when th,re is o.n air reio 
I!larm, and no one will until t.he fir~t eggs are dropped. It 
' .... e.s very thrilling out nt Chnntilly E' couple of v/eeks cgo 
when the air reid siren Vlent off und I cot up at four o ' clock 
in the l"lorninB , oI'en~d the shutters on my bedrOom window and 
thEre, in the moon l ight not more than two thousand feet i h 
the air over the chateau flew those lona , black , pencll-shcped 
Dornier bonbers of the Gernan Air Fo r ce t It ',yes vt:.ry f'xciting. 

I nc i dentally , just writt: 8 polite little note to Hrs. 
DO'lme nnd tell her you have written to me c:'oot her reG,ue3t 
Clnd I will talk to her about it so as to k111 it once and 
for all. She i:::: really a very nice pt'!rson , but eets much 
too enttlusitl.stic and tumbles into messes from which the 
:::J:lbcssy has to rescue her . Only a \'/€ek nco , she Got into 
0. terrible rm. witt, £.n old French Senator cbout 0. hcndful 
of baby clothez : Hmlever , 8 luncheon , sone good stories , 
and a lot of backsla~ping ~l'I.oothed eVAryth tng over , She 
1s working very tlCrd t.nd is doine a lot of eood , but we 
al"'cys like to keep the BUX bridle irons tight in her mouth ! 

Urs . 

I 

• 

• 
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Mrs. Forbes was oagnificent in her behavior just before 
she left for the United St~tes and I could hov~ died 
le.ughin8 when the night before she left she ask~d the 
J.mb-.sscdor whether he \'Iouldn't ler.d her $100 and a port -
able rEdio; otherwise she wouldn't le(lve for !..merice. She 
was very nice indeed to both of us. and especially to the 
Chief and if it vleren 't for the fact thot she is 93 , I 
should hove very grave sos:picions in her kindnesses to the 
boss ! ~he is old fr-ithful, [1nd wr ite !;! him r egularly since 
she got beck . Her lest letter describes in the most de ­
tl..lled nanner the cerenony at the corner - stone layinr 
CereI!lony for the library ~t Hyde P ... rk. I hope you noticed 
thut I notarized thut docW'lent from Mr~. Roosevelt to the 
President and that my signature is on it . 

Incidentally, the Chief \InS absolutely sick to the 
s tol'w.ch when he reed that story in TnlE about Hopper and 
J .iIIIlny • 

I an sen~ing you a snell package froM Paris 8S a 
Xl"leS 8ift . I hope you like it. The thine I reolly \'Icnted 
to get you -.Ias in the line of glove~ . but alas !, I didn ' t 
know your size . This country nt:.y be at war . but there are 
Ju~t to.s nnny gloves, dres.'les , lin ~e!'ie . etc. bein!?; made 
uS ever and wh~ t's more. everything is just ~s chic as ever. 

Every good vlish to you and kindest records, cnd (.p.ain 
MY tMnks for your letter. 

Very sincerely yours, 

P.S . By the \Jay , as I tried to tell you over the phone the 
other day. the Chief feels very strongly ~bout not leevinp 
thE' coun~ry to which he is accredited durine wartine. merely 
to go home on vBcation, end he positively will not leave so 
he tells me , unless he i.::; ordered home on a specific l'lis~ion. 
I told hin he VIOS beine very foolish o.nd izolpructlce.l but did 
you ever try to p~rsuude him? I' d sooner try to ~ersuade 

~b;;:;.8r 1 Sin~to ,:e. sea.. /; , -tt:-~ ·c. -. j Co ; x~ 

d ~ .t Cor' . c~ i- (, (./ -.;: ~ S;;-" ~H /Ii 
d':'(,~ ~ ,'!::~ i " -a- w< . ,·~ ~ 

-j:... J . o' -;) ~ ~ z;.~ ".D _. , . - .. p,.. OJ e """, c.:r q , .. 
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Deoember 12, 19~9 

Dear Mr. ottle' 

Thank you eTer 10 muoh tor your 
letter ot the twontY-lixth and a180 tor 
enoloslng the plotureo whioh I thlnk are 
extraord1narily good. 

You wore an ansol to telephone 
me about the Chttetm.e thlnse. ntere 
were lome oomplloationa and I t1nally 
deoided on the golt balli, whioh vill 
go, I hope, on the same Clipper vith 
thie letter and I hope, aleo, w1l1 ar­
r1TI tor Chri.tm ••• 

!hie oarriee to you my Tery be.t 
wi.he. and t hop, I ahall .e. you loon. 

Alw.~. Ilnolrely. 

C.r.en Ottll, EIQ., 
Seoretary to tho Amb •••• 40r. 
Aaerloan ~b.'IY, ' 
Parll, Frano •• 

P. 8. I am Inolollng • letter whloh Hr. 
Robln.on or the Unlted Stat,. Line. 
eont to me. Will you tell me the 
anlwer tb the marked paragraph. 

Allb, you ha.,.e not told .e 78t about 
Ethel' Downe and I haTe n,.,.lto anlwlred 
her letterl 

M. A. LeM. 

(Over) 
/"f'ver y good wish fo nd kindes t regel'ds . 

Very sincerely yours , &/ 
Miss ~lcreuerltc Le Hend . 

Vlash.in~ton . 

• 
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Let. to MALeH. 11/17/39 from Hugh B. Robinson, Distrlct Passenger 

Mannger, U. S. Llnes, Amer. Herchant Lines, 10 Rue Auber, Paris 

France re conditione in France as result of war. Marked para­

graph as follows: 

"By the way, our MIlitary Attache here, Col. Horace Fuller, 

Just received day befJre yesterday t he decoration of Commander 

of the LegIon of Honor of France. I do not knOl,' ~lhether the 

President Rnows hie or not, but he has been doing a grand Job 

for three or four years. He is one of my closest personal 

friends in Paris, and I wonder if you could not get the President 

to look up hls record and ge t for him a brea~ in some way toward 

that star all Colonels look forward to, or perhaps a note of 

congratulations from the President on the Legion of Honor 

decoration, ~lhich Ras placed on him by General: Gamelin himself. 

Needless to sny, he does not know I am writing this to you. 

He is :me of the finest Hl1i tnry Attaches we have ever had 

here and a real SOldier. " 

• 

to be in the United States age in _ when 

to you for the New Y;~: . ) ~' 
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Pe r:Jo nal . Pari s , November 26 , 1939. 

Dear Miss Le Hend: 

As you hove prolw.bly heard, (I lIssurne you 
hAve been readin~. nIl our telegroM.s to the State 
Department) . the Ambassador and my!-! elf visited the 
front. We had e grand trip. 

General Requin , the cormandlnr neneral, had 6 
SJ'I\oll luncheon for the boss at his general headquarters 
a.nd everyone in this country is so grateful to us for 
the Curtiss P-36 pursuit planes which were bought lest 
winter, that the General felt France ' s gretitude must 
be shown in some way even during lunch ! He therefore 
pulled out of his armies one Frunch artist who did the 
job on thf- menu card which I em e!lclosing herewith and 
it 1s endorsed t o the Grent White Fether. The Ambassador , 
who isn't here at this noment . asked me to remind him 
to send it to you end inasmuch 98 the L1ail is leaving 
in fifteen minutes. I 8Ll sendinB it c.long to you 8S 
of interest. I protes t ed to t.he boss thet he shouldn 't 
send it to the Maison Blanche because you would see from 
it thb t we ere far from starving and that you would all 
3top sympc.thizing with us end thinking o f us! In nny 
event, here it is. I run e.lso enclosing four photogru!'1hs 
tak~n of our arrivel at genernl headquarters at the be­
ginning of our vi~it, 3omewhel"e near the western front 
1n Frbnce. 

Im:!:lmuch as we wUl not be coming hOLle for XMas, 
VliJl you plea~e ask Mary Eben, wi his check for ten 
dollars enclosed , to buy some ug suitnble as a gift 
from me to MxcJxlUIII:. Anne 1) litt? It ought to be sent 
down to Foxcroft before the Xmas holiday of the school 
begins marked " Not to be opened until Xmas" . I enclose 
a cord of mine to g o with it. I c90logize for bother·ng 
you uut I doo't have til'lB a t" this moment to writ" Hary 
a seporat~--1etter . 

/' 1:.'very good wish r.nd kindest regards. 

61 Vljry siJ.cerely yours , 

IUss Hcrguer itt.: Le Hend , 
ViashinQ;ton. 

'V V 

I 
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Personal. Paris , December 30, 1939. 

--i Dear Miss Le Hand: 

What I tried to tell you over the phone lest 
night was that our friend is sitting on the south side 
of a sand dune in the Sahara on strike! It really Isn't 
a strike becouse he is visiting French defenses down 
in North Atrica - be has a plane at his disposal and rlies 
allover the place. He asked me to tell you he was on 
strike, but actually I think be is rather enjoying it. 
I think you have spo Iled htm. or maybe he has just become 
bored but in any case he is not interested in things here 
anymore. Perhaps a good breath ot 8 normally-functioning 
democracy will put him in good shape again but I warn you 
to prepare tor a withering onslaught on his arrival back 
home. He is in good shape phYSically and is looking very 
well - in fact bubbling over with energy - and he will, 
I am certain descend upon you all in the White House like 
a juggernaut. 

I h~ve tentatively reserved seats on the CLIPPERS 
from Lisbon in my name for January a, 10, 12th and 14th. 
Please let me have a cryptic word or an official message 
through the Department for our friend on just what's what 
and the exactdate as much ahead 8S you Can. I know this 
is asking for 8 lot, but I'm merely stating the case. 

I ha va the Biddl e' s presen t for you. It is a beaut iful 
gift from Certier's and I'm sure you like it. Margaret 
Biddle has been swell through everything and we are crazy 
about her end Tony and I am afraid thOt we are spoiling them 
but so l ong as they don't show it, I don 't care . I am also 
bringing you those sun-shaped earrings and Clips. 

I was not surprised to see that Joe Davies remains in 
America. If you will recall, I wrote you sometime Agp that 
he would get some sort of a job in Washington. Don't you 
think I am pretty good as a predictor . 

It will be good to be in the United States again - when 
and if. 

Every 
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Personal. Paris J April 28, 1940. 

Dear Miss Le Hand: 

Everyone in Paris is terribly depressed eJtcept the American 
Embassy. The Chief feels so sorry for thelll that be 15 giving 
lunches and dinners every day - quiet meals of course without any 
fanfare and no one except the ladies dress . They were certainly 
glad to see b.1m when he got back and to learn that the United States 
... as not trying to arrange a new WHICH. 

Clare Luce of TIldE, FORTUNE, and LIFE bas been in tovm for 
sOlIe the. She is very attractive aod lavely, but I wouldn't trust 
ber around the corner. Anyone who could have written the 'lfCJIF.N, 
just isn't to be trust ed, in my opinion. In case you are interested, 
sbe believes the President should retire and that Hull should be 
elected, even though sbe Is a Republican. The Ambassador bas arranged 
lor ber and ber husband to see almost everyone here, including a 
visit t o tbe Front. She just canlt be too nice, and I am wondering 
whether she is looking for a job in tbe Diplomatic Service or whether 
it's just plain ••••••••••••••• She told me flatly the other evening 
that she thougbt the Chief ought to be either Pres ident or SecstateJ J J 
Thatls why I 'm suspicious. . 

llargaret Biddle is looking very, very ba~. She bas gallstones, 
and really oU8bt to go borne to be operated on, but sbe won't leave 
Tony. Sbe says she doesn't want to go home at all, but in any case 
WODlt go home unless the Chief goes home. 

Chantill,. is perfectly beautiful - never bas it looked more 
beautiful. The saans are all sitting on nests; the rabbits are 
baving litters; the ColfS are aU having calves; there are already 
124 baby checks; ~9 baby ducks; the nightingales are s1ni:ing; and 
the singing cascade is Singing more t.hsn ever. The CUef remarked 
to me the other afternoon after a long "all: "Offie, isn't it a 
d&mDed shame that Missy, Harry and Betsy never cue to viei t thie 
place.· 

Now I bave a proposition to make to you and I hope you will 
take me seriously. Mrs. Henry S. Downs i s President of the American 
Clearing House Association engaged ill war work. The committee or 
the Clearing House bas decided to invite two American women, expens es 
tully paid, to visit Pari and France and write an informal report 
on their impressions which will be used by the Clearing House as an 
wx8mple of reaction to t heir work. This will of course ~ done most 

confidentially. The idea that I have in mind 15 that wby don't you 
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and Betsy, or you and Grace, or you and Mary 4110'/1' me to inform tlrs. 
Downe that you are willing t o cOlle over and I will do all the necessary . 
Mrs. Do.ne would, of course , be delighted to say nothing of how the 
rest of us would feel. If you lIke, I w111 even write your report. 
You should bave no feeling whatsoever about not doing this because the 
Clearing House 1s very well s u;ported financially J and the only people 
who would know the identity of the women c oming over would be IUs . Downs, 
and ~self. We could even leave WCB out on the limb, if you wisb. I 
hope you wll1 do tbis while the President is on his trip across the 
country. You r e&ll,y ought to Bee Paris at this time . and if a s seems 
probable (I have always doubted it and been against it) that the 
President is leaving the White HOUBe in January, all the more reason 
why you should do it. Please let me bave a cable from you saying 
"Barcus 1s willing" 0r"Barcus i sn't willing" and I will be governed 
accordigly. It you want Betsy , say "Barcus and J 1111"; if you want 
Grace, say "Barcus and Fa"thtt"; and if you want Mary , s ay "Barcus 
and Patrick". 

It can be arranged so quie tly and inconapicuous ly that no one 
will even know ja ~ ou are bere. 

If you decide against this , 
I wil)t:ast the only vote agains t 

Good luck and best wisbes. 

Very s incerely yours, 

I s hall be 
you at tbe 

s o angry that I think 
Convention. 

• 
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Personal. Paris, May II, 1940. 

Dear Miss La Hand: 

We're in the army now! 

The air raid over Paris at 4:30 this morning which 
resulted in the bombings of the airdromes at Chartres 
(outside Paris) and Pontoise W8scone of the ~ost excit­
ing thtgs I have ever experienced. I climbed to the 
r oof of the house in pyjamas this morning when the air 
raid siren sounded to see what was going on end I saw 
8 wonderful air duel between some American Curtiss planes 
and some Messerschmidts end Heinkels -- and ell t his took 
place right over the officiel residence of the American 
Ambassador to France!! I wish you could bave seen Some 
of the power dives. While all this was going on at 
five A. M •• 11:30 to Ii,idnight, Washington tl.me, the Am­
bassador was trying frantically to get the United States 
on the telephone to let you all know what was gOing on. 
Tha Germans have now bombed any number of towns over 
France today and it is fairly certain thnt the French 
will reciprocate sone time tonight. I had thought every­
one would be very tense, but not at all -- the Frencb 
are taking it right in their stride. 

What do the people of the UnitedStates think now? 
We ara in constant touch with Cudahy and the French 
General Staff who are directing the operations in Holland 
and Belgium. Some of the ~tories are terrific! 

I burst into the Ar.J.bassador's bedroom this morning 
expect~ng to give him all the news on the invasion of 
Holland end Belgium by the Germans, bpt to my amazement 
he was awake - wid.e awake - and tryir.g to reach the \'{hite 
House by phone. Daladier had given him all the late news 
at an early hour. I had seen the boss lest only at 1:30 
A. M. He gave a dinner last night for the Mifiister of 
the Navy, the Ministe r of ~.HX Labor, the Minister of 
Armament, the Governor of the Bank of France, Lawrence 
Steinhardt, the British Ambassador, Dorothy Thompson, 
the Air Marshal of the British Air Force in France, and 
various others . The party broke up at 1:15 in the morning 
at which time these who were involved in a r gunents adjourned 
to Dor()thy Thompson's suite at th~ Hotel Meurice where they 
consumed great quantities of champagne until the sir rttid 
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at 4:30 this morning. 

Incidentally. Dorothy Thompson who has up until now 

fevored Wendell Wilkie for Prt.sident, believes thbt the 

Great V/hite Father should remain where he is. You might 

bo amused or interested to know what she advocated for 

Wilkie: thnt he should be the Pres idential Candidate for 

the Republieans end tha.t he should appoint Mr. Rull as 

Secretary of State. 

Paris is calm; pe uple are not tense; they even seem 

uninterested, and although open towns are being boninrded 

in France, they are not yet carrying around their gas masks. 

They are absolutely determined to go r ight alons and fight 

to the end. airplanes or no airplanes. 

I have Just talked with Brussels and they Bblgians 

are fighting marvelously and are still holding the first 

line of defense 8gein~t the Germans. Sane French troops 

.~ hav~ already reached the Albert Canal to sUP90rt the 

Belgians and the British are not far behind. The port 

works of Calais were destroyed this morning by bombs and 

a few French planes were destroyed on the airport at Dunkirk. 

It looks as though:i Holland is lost pretty much to 

the Ge~ans but at least the Dutch bave done SOne damwge 

to them. Luxeobourg is of course completely in the bands 

of the Germans and the Grand Duchess and her family have 

successfuly escaped into France. 

Long before this letter reaches you, we will probably 

have been bombed in PariS, but no one seees particularly 

worried about it. We are ready for the worst. 

Every good wish and keep the home fires burning. 

Very sincerely yours, 

1 
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PERSONAL. Paris, May 13, 1940. 

Dear Miss Le Hand: 

Before this letter reaches you, you will have 
read in the NL~ YORK HERALD TRIBUNE of de y after 
tomorrow an excellent article by Dorothy Thompson 
advocating that the President be elected for a third 
term. I hereby enter my claim that you see to it my 
chief gets complete credit for seven million and one 
half votes (isn't that the number of D. Thompson's 
readers ?l. It all happened after a violent discussion 
of the world situation and the United States the other 
evening at the Embassy and in the end Miss Thompson 
(the boss has known her for the past 22 years) conceded 
that the Great White Father should remain in the White 
House for another four years and that she would advocate 
it publicly to her readers. 

• Everyone here is frantic with impatient waiting 
and everyone is trying to conceal it, for this is the 
fourth day of the world ' s greatest battle gOing on up 
in Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg and in France. Paris 
is quiet and no one seems excited. We have had three 
air raids alre~dy today and it is only 12:30 in the 
afternoon as I write this. The Dutch have been swell , 
the Belgians not so swell, and the French and British 
have been very stubborn. There e re German a i rplanes 
allover France, laying eggs everywhere. 

Steinhardt, our Amoos !Jador in Hoscow has been here 
for the past week and is getting plenty of air raid elarms 
experience. He is leaving Thursday evening for the United 
States. The Luces got out of Holland and Belgium by the 
skin of their teeth. InCidentally, he does want an Embassy. 

We are in constant touch with Cudahy by phone who 
complains only about indigestion. He doesn't mind the 
quantities of incendiary bombs be ing dropped on Brussels! 
So far, the Nazis ha ve only bonbed the outskirts of Perls, 
that is to say, the railroad yards, etc. It is very strange 
to hear the explosions neerby end not knowing whet they 
he ve mt. I saw this I:1orning s e ven Nazi bOr.lbers only 
about fifteen hundred fe et overhead!!! The crosses on 
the teils looked very ominous. 
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The military cen one talks t o are very gloomy t or 
the momen t as the G€rmeD mechanized columns seems t o be 
progI'e ssing vory r epidly toward il.Lt\le rp. 

I could go on ind efinitely elODti tht::. line but UlcrS 
1s no use . It '.."ill be old stuff b - thE: tir..o you I'eeelve 
this letter. But I did went yo,u to kno\" (lbout P. Th0r..rf' nn. 

Ev~ry good wish end kindest reSLrds. 

Sincerely yours , 

I 

• 
P . S. Give my best to Mary ond tell her that I would like 
to know who she 1s buying canned peers tor now ~ 

• J .... . .... , ~ .r _ 40 , , 
• , • 
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• EMBASSY OF THE 

UN ITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Pt:. ris, M:ay 2?, 1940. 

Dear russ La Hand: 

The military news is bad again this morning - so 
bad in fact that people who ought to know say that this 
beautiful end lovely city will be in the hands of the 
people across the Rhine in the next ten days. It sounds 
utterly incredible, hut this 1s the machine age and the 
seemingly impossible exists no more. 

Everyone in the Government here has been trying to 
persuade the Chief that if the worst comes to the worst, 
he should follow the Government because in Paris he would 
be doing nothing but protection work concerning American 
property end hmeriC An interests which any good consul who 
speeks German could do. The Chief of course speaks ex­
cellent German too, but I have been telling him tha.t I don't 
think any German will wish to speak to him. The French are 
sick about it, but they understa.nd fully why he insists on 
staying here. As you know, it has been an American trad­
ition that the Anbassador always stays at his post here 
no matter what happens. 

I am getting off this personal note to you to tell you 
what I think will happen if and when. Provided we are not 
killed when the Germans bombard this town before it sur­
renders, we shall undoubtedly be kept locked up in our own 
Embassy with no communications whatsoever with the outside 
world. No one will have the slightest interest in whether 
or not we have food, etc. for several days at least. 
The American flag will be flying over the Chancery but 
it will be In other words, Mr. Roosevelt I s 
personal representet overlooked completely for the 
first week or so. Will, of course, be refused permission 
to go out on the street because the Germans wi l l say that 
since they ere responsible for our safety, they mU3t oblige 
us to reeain inside. For this, I on completoly prepared and 
heve made all arrangements for food, water, etc. for ten days 
for ourselves and the ~embers of the staff who will remain 
here. (Over half of the Embassy will go with the Government). 
Of course, if the place is hit by 8 bonb, the food and water 
will d isapfJeur also. 

IJiss Marguerite A. Le Hand, 
The White House, 

Washington. 

After 
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After sone ten days , either ve ry l e te at night or 
very early in the ~orning , when they are obsolutely sure 
Vie will all be a.9..eep , we Hill hear loud yell ing ond shouti ng 
outside the building, the doo r VillI be opened, and \ /e wi ll 
be informed thot Herr General so nnd so or Herr Kornmundant 
so and so has come to make his courtesy call an Excellenz 
the Ambussodor. who will doubtless be sound asleep. Then 
when Excellenz doesn't appear quicker than instantly. the 
dist.inguished military gentleman will probv.b ly s how grea t 
rage, ~lnd go out screaming that since he has not been re­
ceived courteously to hell with the Amerikanische Botschafter 
(American tmbassador). Then Excellenz will express regrets 
and request the honor of calling on the military man in 
question and will probably be kept waiting another week or 
ten days end then will be told the military gentleman in 
question can see him at midnight or six thirty in the morning: 
Excellenz will go to the residence or office or whatever of 
the military tUill, will be kept waiting at least one hour or 
more and then finally ushered in . The reception will be 
colder tllen en icebe rg to say the least but I feel quite 
certain that Excellenz with his Gel'I:lan end firs t class 
brain will be able to meke some arr~ngements about our mode 
of life . Of course, during all this til'le we shall not be 
allowed to communicate with Washington or Berlin or anyone. 
They will even refuse mail. They will merely sta:t;e: "We 
have sent word to your Embassy in Berlin that you are all 
well and in good sp irits." We will be told then that we 
can have only soldier ' S rations for foodj thot we can not 
have the fre edom of the city becau~e .. the uncivilized 
French are dangerous ; so back to the Embassy we go . Every 
possible sort of little pinprick a nd annoyance will be invented 
to bother us as much os they possibly can . 

I personally think it is usele ss and impr actical for him 
to remain in PariS, but since he feels so s trongly about 
a certein tradition, there is nothing to be done about that. 

But there is very much something that can and should 
be done by you people ba ck home end I would suggest the fol ­
lowing! As soon as you hear that Paris has been occup ied 
by the Germans , the Gernan Charge d ' Affaire s should be sent 
for by the Secretary of State and should be told that the 
President of the United States wishes to be put in touch 
with his personal re presentative in Paris nnd 
wants t o know whether or not be needs 
or his staff - that is food or a doctor. It can be pointed 
out, of course , that we don ' t have to co~unicnte with him 
in code , Just merely in plain English . Then too if they 
insist this co~unication can be through our Embbssy in ~erlin. 
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That is point No . 1. No.2 is as follows: I was 
given to understand very confidentially before I left 
WaRhington that I would have to address my chief by another 
title and that this would probably take place SOlle time in 
June. When the Great It,'h ite Father decides to do it. and 
if Paris has fallen by then, the illessage given to the Germen 
Charge might be that informing my chief that he is goine to 
have his title changed. That would be very intere s ting 
for them to transmit and just a bit sarcastic. 

All the above may sound fantastic to you, but if you 
know anything about those people, you will realize that it 
is probably exactly what will happen. It peeves me a bit 
to think that we are deliberately giving them the o~por­
tunity to put us in this position, but since the Chief is 
so stubborn, there is nothing to do except to plan on staying 
here and stcying I am . 

Incidentally, when cOl'llllunication is established, always 
through the Germans, of course, cnd via Berlin; daily mes ­
sages should be sent to us from Viashington, or to one of us . 
and [l lV/eya put in questions which require answers so thet 
the communication will be constant and so that you know ell 
is going not so badly. 

I shall probably for the first time in my life spend 
twelve hours a day in bed , do a lot of reading , end walk on 
the roof of the building. I have a radio, of course, but if 
I know those herd-boiled, heel-clicking birds, I think they ' re 
going to probably go through this building with a fine - toothed 
comb and a radio will be deprived us. It will be meddening 
certainly but there will , I hope, be enough of us left to 
have bridge and poker gumes. Twenty- four ne\l books heve just 
arrived from Drenteno ' s in \'/ashington vlhich we can ' t think 
of reading now , but we will t hen . And then too , I sholl keep 
e die r y (which I have neve r done before) in shorthand of 
everything that happens . 

By the wey, do you realize that if the Italians should 
c~e in also and this city is captured , the only wcy we will 
have to get back to the Unit~d Sthtes will be vie Borlin , 
i'I!irsew , Moscow, Vladivostok , Tokyo , Shanghai, Manila, and then 
Chino CLIPP1R to San Fr~ncisco ! !! The world has certainly 
changed. But my spirit is not broken and I shell tate it ell 
1n good form. 

Thank you for reading this Dote, and if the worst ha p­
pens . we shall see how close I was to being correct. 

Every good wish. 
Very sincerely yours .r!, r 
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Personal . Paris , Hey 30 , 1940 . 

Dear Uiss L6 Hand: 

I em taking advant£;ge of the dept.rture from 
Paris this evening of a private American citizen 
for Lisbon where h~ hopes to get on a CL l r'"ER to 
the United States. I am putting all our mail in 
one envelope and I would thank you to have stamps 
put on the mail not for the White House , end dro?ped 
in a mail box. It is getting more and more difficult 
t o get mail through nowadays. 

The most important items in this envelope are 
one envelope for the President , three for you , one 
for Henry Horg.nthau and ana for the Hungtlrian Ministe r 
in Washington . The rest are not important . Th i s is 
merely so you can check . I am enclosing money for 
postage . 

\Ie have just gone through the Memorial Day Ser­
vices with people of the American co l ony here . I know 
I need not tell you bow sad ever yone fel t . Then, too , 
tbe Germans heve bombed one of the cemeteries not f er 
f rom Paris which had nothing i n it but American war 
dead . 

The Chief is feeling well and working very hArd -
too hard , I fear ; but he is do i ng a grand job as you 
will observe from his communications . Everyone remains 
calm am\. we are all doing our best . How lonr we Vlill 
be able to stand the strain , I don ' t know but we 
will do our best. I ' d give anything to be able to get 
my hands on American newspapers nowadays . 

Every good wish. 

Very SinCerel(!~Ur I~ 

Miss },1nrguerite Le Hand , 
The White HOlIse , 

V,Iashington . 

P. S . The Bidd l es are down in J\ngers going almost wild 
with nothing to do . 
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EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Personal. Paris, June 8 , 1940 . 

Dear !-:iss Le Hand: 

It has occurred to me that socething might happen 
tc ':..Ile Chtef or myself ontl of these fine days and there 
cr. & few things which should be t aken care of. 

You now heve in the White Hous. tvw large mail 
begs containing effects of the Ambassador. He \Iishts 
them to be held in the White House, of course, but if 
he should be put out of cocnission, he vltmts th~m sent 
to his brother, Orville H. Bullitt, 151? Locust Street , 
Philadelphia. The two bags contain , some papers , Anne's 
things, sane things of Margaret and Tony Biddle. one 
or two thin8s of senti.r.J.fSl1tel velue to the J..m.bussudor be­
cause of his mother, and a few things to go to the Pr.9ident, 
and to you, if tho worse cones to the worst. The Acbaasador 
has written full instructions to his brother as to how 
these different things should be !'l.l.ndled but he positively 
wants theSe things to remain in your hands so long as he 
is breutling. So much for that. 

The air raid on Monday was terrible. To hear the 
shrieking sound of the bonb rins, end then those dull 
thuds when they exploded was quite e.n experience. I am 
sending you 8. rew photogrllphs which we received a bit later 
from the Ministry of Informat.ion showing a hos!)itol bOl'lbed 
and also civilian victims of the bonbardment . The noezing 
thing about the reuction to the bonbardnent was that instead 
of being afraid, they got mad and they are now nadder than 
hell and are determined to fight this thing out tooth and 
naiL 

I'le are all, of course , workine; day and night but it. ' s 
all very intoresting lind one doean't ret lize untU one :~oes 
00 bed at night nnd "lets down" whflt one goes through in the 
course of 8 day. 

The Chief is looking well, but is tired - althou~h he 
would never edMit it. Iioreh here is first-rete j ond ell 
in all, I think there's nothing to worry Ibout. 

Hiss J,1arguerite A. Le Hend, 
The White House , 

Woshll.gton . 

The 

-----" 
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- 2 -

The 1.l!lbQ~::Hldorls ',f-rrOW eS l~.<!.p8 he nude him utterly 
intolerable beceuse he has rEceived s o mony compliP.:Ients 
from people ell over the world. In France ~lone. he re­
ceived 1 , 153 letters Hnd telegrams. He received ti tele­
phone cell from Prbsident Roosevelt, os you know; and 
received telegruns from ~ multitude of people in the United 
SttJtes, to say nothi.lg of Chiang Ka1 - shek, H. H. Kung, 
the Queen of EnGlund , Churchill , and the old Jeennecny, 
President of the French Senate wrote him a handwritten 
letter in which be said , "Praise to nod, beCAuse if you 
had been killed, it would have.,,,bEi'tp. a greater shock to 
thd cause of civilization thanA1ive army corps (1,250,000 men). 
Do you wonder? 

ThDt ' s ell for the monent. 

Every good wish to you. 

V~ry sincerely yours . 

{J 

P . S. By the wt;.y, you will note that I an stllldinc; you 
curbon copbs of the btH:d.tKI1l:~ Anbassudor's letters tc 
the President. \lill you please keep them for hin aside 
sonewhere bec/;1use we don 't dcre keep l.oythi!:C confidential 
around h()re. \/~ ~ven burn code ttlle~rurns which we roceive 
bnd send iro1.edilo~.ely ufter we lire through lOI;IIllDC \~1th them , 
for "he sinille reason thL.t if (;.t any point the }o'r~nch lines 
shadd crock, the G(;rnens could be in Paris with 0. motorized 
division in t'VIO hours , ond if this ht:.ppelled uurint:; tile nie;ht . 
it would not do et all to hlwe then pilfer our filtts. 
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Deer Miss Le HWld : 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF' AMERICA 

Peris , June 10 , 1940. 

w. go vo l untarily into' prison" tonight during the 
night nnd Hill be cut off from the outside world for 
only the Lord knows how long . 

I f we are cut off too long without you people bLCk 
hot'Ple getting news of us . I hope pressure will b. ap,lhd 
or hell rais(;d. The only difficult thing about this whole 
business 'I,ill be to keep the Chier inside all the tim. so 
thot no "accidents " will h.cppen . It ' s going to b. dCPl!Ied 
herd but I aim to ~ov. heaven uno earth to do it , even if 
it meer.s knockine him out . 

Every good wish to you ond thanks for your Many 
kindnesses . 

Very sincerely yours , 

Miss t!erguerite ...... Le Hand . 
The '.lhite House , 

\luShington . 
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