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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY

London, October 235, 1945€.

Dear Missy:

Thanks very much for your nice letter, and for the
enclosure too. Honestly, I had forgotten all about the
rod and reel, so that when the check popped out, Oh,
Boy!! it was like finding money that had been cached
in an old vase and forgotten. Probably the reason why
1l forgot is that I am always in funds now, for I am
getting $2500 a year, as against the $1 per year I was
receiving when T was with the SEC and the Maritime
Commission. I hope the repairs to the rod and reel were
satisfactory and that the fish were not so choosey that
they refused to be hooked with a bullt-over tackle.

We have been terribly busy, but it has been a most
interesting experience, and Mrs. Moore and I are still
living in our little apartment next door to the Imbassy.
We have had three alr raid warnings. Of course T did
not know that the first one was a try-out, but try-out
or no try-out, I was the number one man in the dug-out
all three times. I never paid much attention to the
expression: "He sleeps with one ear open", because I
thought that was an impossible stunt, but I am ambidex-
tral, I sleep with two open, and when that siren chirps
and before it can get its breath to chirp a second time
I am on my way yelling "Tally Ho"! I can dress so fast that
8ll I need is one minute's start on any bomb built and T
will be down five flights of stairs and into the dug-out
sitting in a reserved seat with pas mask on and still be
a minute ahead of the bomb. If there is any race track
in the country that will agree to start the dogs with a
siren instead of a gong I will enter myself against the
pick of the greyhounds of the world, give them half a
lap, and bet that I can beat not only them, but also the
tin rabbit they chase, to the barrier.

I never knew before that the ladies used so many
gagets for fixing their hair before retiring, but you
learn lots about coiffures at 3 a.m. in an air raid
shelter. Just so that you will be ahead of Vogue, the
very latest thing in ladies wear is a one-piece siren

costume/
Miss Marguerite A. Le Hand,
The White House,
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custume consisting of pants and blouse with hood gttached.
One "zip" and they are ready for the cellar. Tt @8,
marvellous how the girls can hop with flapping stocklngs
down over their shoes. We have the last word in shelters.
They tell me that it is a dandy; that 1t will_stand up
against anything but a direect hit, and 1is equipped with
shovels and pickaxes so that if the building falls on

top of us we can always dig ourselves out. Do not be
alarmed if you should hear a report that I am among the
missing, for confidentially I am spending my even?ngs at
home charting the currents and drifts that occur in the
Atlantie between here and America and the first time that
Joe relaxes his vigilance I am going to start swimming
for New York via Palm Beach.

If you have an opportunity please remember me most

kindly to the President. Also give my kind regards Fo
Steve, Crace and Paula, and to you I send all best wishes for

good luck and happiness.

Most since lyh,

e
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This is funny because I don!t remember

opening it and wouldn't, lmowing it was
personals ¢ SERVICE

| E

| )F AMERICA

' AMERICAN EMBASSY
PP bt
; London, February 8, 1940.
DegY WISSYy: ———

You certainly were sweet, with all the things
you have to do, to remember us at Christmas, and we
appreciate your thoughtfulness more than we can tell.
We were away when your cable arrived but the office
relayed it and it came to us just about as we were to
sit down to Christmas dinnmer, This year with Rose &and
Joe and the children in America and being the second
year we were away from our families it looked for a
while that Christmas for us would be a dull one, but 1t
turned out swell. We hed a house 1n the country for the
holidays, invited an American couple slong and had loads
of fun decorating the tree and house with wreaths and
holly. We stayed for ten days there, Joe's butler and
cook took care of us, and she certainly kmew how to
cook a real (Somerville) Christmas dinner.

Mrs. Moore and I are fine and not a bit worried.
The only thing that does get out goat 1s the blackout,
and it is perfectly terrible. It is not much fun prowl-
ing around after it starts in, for buses and taxicabs can
still hurt a lot if they creep up and nudge you. However
the days are getting longer and daylight-saving starts
this month, so it won't be long now before we can have a
little exercise before bedtime and not have to stay in
the house every night listening to the terrible radio
programs they have here.

Sugar, butter, ham end becon are now being rationed
eand they tell us that by March 15 all meats, with the
exception of chicken and liver, will be rationed. They
must have had me in mind when they left out chicken and
liver, for I am very fond of both., To give you some idea
of how London feels about bombing, up to a month ago
every one carried a gas mask; now nobody does, and parents
went their children returned to the evacuated areas, but

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.




THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OCF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
London, February 8, 1940.

Dear Missy:

You certainly were sweet, with all the things
you have to do, to remember us at Christmas, and we
appreciate your thoughtfulness more than we can tell,
We were away when your cable arrived but the office
relayed it and it came to us just about as we were to
sit dowvn to Christmas dinner., This year with Rose and
Joe eand the children in America and being the second
year we were away from our families it looked for a
while that Christmas for us would be a dull one, but it
turned out swell. We had a house in the country for the
holidays, invited an American couple elong and had loads
of fun decorating the tree and house with wreaths and
holly. We stayed for ten days there. Joe's butler and
cook took care of us, and she certainly kmew how to
cook a real (Somerville) Christmas dinner.

Mrs. Moore and I are fine and not a bit worried.
The only thing that does get out goat i1s the blackout,
and it is perfectly terrible. It is not muchk fun prowl-
ing around after it starts in, for buses and taxicabs can
still hurt a lot if they creep up and nudge you. However
the days are getting longer and daylight-saving starts
this month, so it won't be long now before we can have a
lijttle exercise before bedtime and not have to stay in
the house every night listening to the terrible radio
progrems they have here.

Sugar, butter, ham end becon are now being rationed
and they tell us that by March 15 all meats, with the
exception of chicken and liver, will be rationed. They
must have had me in mind when they left out chicken and
liver, for I am very fond of both. To give you some idea
of how London feels about bombing, up to a month ago
every one carried a gaes mask; now nobody does, and parents
went their children returned to the evacuated areas, but

Miss Marguerite A. LeHand,

The White House,
Washington, D.C.
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I am quite sure if they drop a bomb around these
parts all this will change overnlght.

The mails are terrible. You never know when to
expect one and not sure when onme will go out. It tekes
g letter meny times as lbng to come by Clipper as it
would by boat, A Christmas box has not yet arrived.

It was mailed before Christmas, and Mrs. Moore 1s pretty
cross about it and wants to sue somebody if I can find
someone for her to sue, as it contains a dozen pairs of
nice silk stockings, gifts from a sister and friends.

I em quite sure that you are closer in touch with the
news of the world then I am here, so I will not attempt
to give you any.

Please give my kindest regards to the President
and remember me to Steve and Grace and Paula, and to
you I send best wishes for all goed luck and happimess.

Sincerely,

-

Z ol ol
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PRESS ROOM

PRESS ROOM

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Deapr 18§ Lec llands

Pleage dont expeat too w o e. of MMiga Tully
today. After cheex-to-c..eek (aneing for
geveral Lours w.tl Senator Barkley a little
girl is very &;t to be tired tie following day.

fpod Stor saye he leard & re ort

t:et Orece and Seneator Ca per ol ansas weve
offered & bill at loxy's -- four a day =-- 10
do thelr little liopping number.

I Jjust ca e beeck fro: t.e bank

where I casled tle ocleok

cre

—



PRESS ROOM
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

VI

==

paynuapiun :@3uspuodsalio) = 1ap|o4 0T xog
siaded pueHa (.AssI,,) aulanbirel :salas ‘BAIyaly AN 8delo :uonds||0d



RENTING OFFICE
VINCENT ASTOR APARTMENTS

120 EAST END AVENUE

BUtterfield -E—‘{?.:ﬁ NEW YGRK,




palnuapIun :89uspuodsalio) = Iapjo4 ‘0T Xod



Collection: Grace Tully Archive; Series: Marguerite ("Missy") LeHand Papers

Box 10; Folder

Correspondence: Unidentified

Telephone 536

Aplft Hauen

Provincetomwn, Cape @od, Mass.

Marguerite dearest,

Well, the Post gave me a vacation to make up
for lost sleep, mnd I have found Paradise here,

Tt seems so long ago that we were together 1n
Washington- soumuch ha;pened after that- but I shall not forget that
pleasant time together- I felt quite light=headed after those
Badquiries at the liillard when you were about 7o leave that day, but,
curiously, you must have inspired me because I am told that the story
T wrote after you left was "my best"™ from "the states"- I think
you will recall I geemed a little wup in the clouds but it appeared
to be good for the story,

I hope you received "the stamps", I sent one
very inter sting "cover" and I thought You mizht be interested to
tell the President that no one in the world has a "ecover" like his,
The letter was sent "registered" from the Royal train, It seems that
the Postmaster Ross received 10 one dollar stamps, Seven of them
went to the Roval party for packages, He had "three " left and he
informed me that not one was used for a let;er. So I thought It
would be interesting to put them on letters, The best one- with the
number went to the President- And there are two others.in existence-
of that combination - one I have - the other I gave to Williams-

The British journalist you met at the illard- The President's 1is




Trlephome 536

Aelft Hauen

Provincetown, Cape od, Mass.

Z/

-

The No., 1 stamp of thst special series of ten, I thousht +t was i
kind of the Canadian Postmaster, I am sorry to say 'h'i our /merican
postmaster for four days in the United -tates was not very
accommodating., He was very annoyed with the stamp business on the |
Royal Train, He thought it was a lotl oI nonsence,

Michael MecDermott of the State Dept( Do you kmow him?)

did a grand jJob for the press, and particularly ai the World's Fair

where Mr, Grover Whalel behaved in a stirange manncrT, I can't
imagine what possessed ‘haleR, There were corresipondents from
all over the world and he nsver greeted one of them, the same men
that the President of the United tates took time to shake hands with
after h is confe ence at 'ashington, Mr, WhaleR mev T iufnrmeq the
Fair authorities to honor the pas-es of the Stite Dept, and Mr,
Me Dermott had a terr . ble time ge ting us through, Hut whgn he
got through, he saw that the State Dept, came out on top, We all
remained with the King and Jueen and walked with them through the

| Six Pavill}ans. AS we walked along with the King and Jueen, we all
saw J, P, Morgen standing behind the ropes, That pleased us not

a little- e were all New Dealers after ashington - everyone on

hat Pilot train.
I suppose you heard that Whalen had 700 of his

admirers in Pervlon Iall lined up to shake hands with Their Majesties
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Aelft Hauven

Hrovincetomn, Gape @od, Mass.
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called off, Lady INfunburnholme told me that the Queen said that
the White House and Hyde Park visits weres the crowning glories
of the tour- memories never to be for-otten, Did you get Lo kmow

her well, I think she is beautiful, almost as lovely as the Queen

who is my first love,
I don(t know why it happened, but when the Queen
with the King said good-bye to us on the impress of Britailn (/e were
comnanded to appear) I was about the 20th in the line and she stopped
to speak with me- called me by name=- As soon as it was over, I had

to rush to the wire to send off the farewell of the sailing=

All the correspondents came rushing to me to ask, "What did the Jueen
say to you", I gave them all the quo es I thought proper to send,
but a couple of things she said- go charming and kindm_I thought
silly and in bad taste to send - I'rank King of the Ass, Press teased
me and said that he was going to telephone the Post and give them

the full story- But when I returned, my editors complimented me

on keeping the copy "objective" and "impersonal"-

I boasted too soon, Miss Tighe of the N,Y, Post stayed
on to the bitter end, 'hen she heard that I was finishing at Halifax,
she got the Post to keep her on, Inez Robb also finished and then
made the transatlantic Clipper. She came to Boston with me on the

Lady Drake- SHE IS VERY NICE PERSON - But that Tighe woman made
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life unbearable at times, Doris TFleeson (You are quite right about her-

ohe is a fine newspaperwoman- Did a grand piece of reporting on the

ch rch service at Hyde Park) told Inez that she pitied us when she heard
that Tighe was with us, I don't know why our sex has to be like that,
The men indd¥idually were all grand, - The conflicts between British,
Canadians and Americans on the train remained pretty much to the end-
Americans- Canadlans- joining in against British at times- Mr, Williams

was shocked that I told you that- remember- how he changed conversation=

At Hyde Park I met all the 'Yashington correspondents and
they knew the story of the Banff meeting of the ;ress and Their Ma jestiq$
Do you know a chap by the name of Driscoll from the Herald-Tr bune- He

had even a more fantrstie version of what actually happened and what

was said, The story had grown in the telling and re-telling-

The best bit, I think, was the King's remark when
The Boston Globe mam said to the King, "Your Mnjesty, have you ever
heard of Boston ?
_ "Oh, that was some!hing about tea, wasn't it?" said
His Majesty",
And the Queen's rescuing remark, "It's out, Go on",
Mr, Dixon of the News whose language was the contributing factor in

that scene dropped out at 5t, John's and was not at the finish,

| In the Maritime provinces we had rain and the arrangements broke
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Aplft Hauen

Provincetomm, Cape Cob, Mass.
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The destroyer, Saquenay, on which we were riding, missed the train
and we had a horrible mofer drive to catch the train at Valley, Even the
Queen got wet that day, We were so ping wet, drenched to the skin,

Well, Canada 1s a vast country, very beautiful in
parts, but I was happy to find this sec;usinn in this EEwwiifx zlorious
land's end of a peacefal, timeless world, The people are very poor in
Canada, much worse off- those with small jobs- than our people who are on
WPA. They all want to migrate to the United States, MacKenzie King is a
liberal- a do-nothing- nice o0ld man but that's all, Such a huge country
- only 12,000,000~ in territory almost as large as our own 48 stateg-
no industry- parched lands through the great prairie belt- The people are
lifeless snd depressed, Only the Queen ssemed able to arouse them from
their lethargy of dispair, They ought to run her on a ticket, She would

win an election in any of the dominions,

Please let me know when you will be in N,Y, I think
I may run up in a week or two, Do you think you will chjange your mind
and come to N,B, You would love it here, I g0 back to work Monday-

(Let me know if this letter reiches you safely- )

Love to you, As Always O{ﬂ Mr}:

{I'ﬂm-tTFiﬂG‘tD_get you a second crown so that you will have a pair-
Donegall said he will send me one as socon as he finds a matching one)
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