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, ' ... 

Dear Missy : 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED ST ATES OF A MERICA 

AMERICA N EMBASSY 

London , October 23 , 1939 . 

Thanks ver y much for your ni ce letter , and for the 
enclosure too . Hones t ly , I had forgotten all about the 
rod and reel , so t hat Vlhen the check popped out , Oh , 
Boy !! it waB like finding money that had been cached 
in an old vase aDd for gotten . Probably the reason why 
I foreot is that I am a l ways in funds now, for I am 
getting $2500 a year , as against the $1 per year I was 
receiv ine when I was with the SEC and the r'arit1me 
Cocmi s sion . I hope the repai r s to the rod and reel were 
satisfactory and that the fish were not so choosay that 
they refused to be hooked with a built-over tackle. 

We have been terribl y busy , but it has been a most 
interesting exper ience , and r~s . ~oore and I are s ti l l 
living in our li t tle apartment next door to the Embassy . 
We have had thr ee ai r raid warnings . Of course I did 
not know that the first one was a t r y- out , but try-out 
or no try- out I I was the number one man in the dug-out 
all thr ee times . I never pa i d much attention to the 
expres s i on: "}!e sleeps with one ear open" I because I 
thou~ht tha t was an i r-possible stunt , but I am amb i dex­
tral, I sleep wi t h two open , and when that siren ohirps 
and before it can eet its breath to chi rp a second time 
I am on my way yelling "Tally Ho" ! I can dress so fast tha t 
all I need is one minute ' s star t on any bomb built and I 
will be down five fl i phts of s t airs and into the dug- out 
sittinp in 0. r eserved seat with (,as mask on and still be 
a minute ahead of the bomb . If there i s any race track 
in t he country that will agree to star t t he dogs \'lith a 
siren instead of a gong I will enter myself against the 
pick of the greyhounds of the world , r ive them hal f a 
l ap , and bet that I can beat not only them , but also the 
tin r abbit they chase, to t he barr ier . 

I never knew before that the ladies used so many 
gagets for fixing their hair before retirinp" but you 
learn lots about coiffures at 3 a .m. in an a i r raid 
shelter . Just so t ha t you will be ahead of Vogue, the 
ver y latest thing i n ladies wear i s a one - piece siren 

1!1 ss ~ !argueri te A. Le Hand , 
The TVhi te House . 
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- 2-

custume consisting of pants and blouse wi th hood attached . 
One "zip" and they are ready for the cellar . It is 
ma rvel lous how the gir l s can hop with flapping stockings 
down over their shoes . \'[e have the last \"lord in shelters. 
They tell me that it is a dandy; that it will stand up 
against anything but a direct hit, and is equipped with 
shovels and pickaxes so that if the building falls on 
top of us we can always dig ourselves out. Do not be 
alarmed if you should hear a report that I am among the 
missing , for confidential ly I an spending my evenings at 
home charting the currents and drifts that occur in the 
At lantic between here and America and the first time that 
Joe relaxes his vigilance I am going to start swimming 
for New York via Palm Beach. 

If you have an opportunity please remember me mos t 
kindly to the President. Also ~ ive my kind regards to 
Steve , Grace and Paula, and to you I send all best wishes for 
good luck and happiness . 

Most since 1y 
'/ 
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• • 
This i s funny becnuse I don !t remember 
openi nc 1 t and '\"Ioul~ I t, l:nol'1'lnc it I>."lS 
personal . ' 

I 

SERVICE 

-• 

f 
~F AMERICA 

AMER ICAN EMBASSY 

London, February 8, 1940. 

You certeinly were sweet, with all the things 
you have to do, to remember us at Christmas, Bnd we 
appreciate your thoughtfulnes3 more than we can tell. 
We were awey when your cable arrived but the offica 
reltayed it and It came to us Just about as we were to 
sit down to Christmas dinner. This year with Rose snd 
Joe and the children In America and beIng the second 
year we were eway trom our families it looked for 8 
while that Christmas for us would be a dull one, but it 
turned out swell. We had 8 house in tbe country for the 
holidays, invited an American couple elong and bad loads 
of tun decoratIng the tree and house with wreaths end 
holly. We stayed tor ten days there. Joe's butler and 
oook took care at us, and she certainly knew how to 
cook a real (Somerville) Christmas dinner. 

Mrs. Koore and I are tine and not a bit worried. 
The only thing that does get out goat is the blackout, 
end it is perteotly terrible. It is not muc~ tun prowl­
ing around atter it starts in, tor buses and taxicabs can 
still hurt a lot it they creep up and nUdge you. However 
the days are getting longer and daylight-saving starts 
this month, so it won't be long now before we can have a 
little exercise betore bedtime and not have to stay in 
the house every night listening to the terrible radio 
programs they have here. 

Sugar, butter, bam aDd bacon are now being rationed 
and they tell us that by March 15 all meats, with the 
exception ot chicken and lIver, will be rationed. They 
must have had me in mind when they left out chicken and 
11 ver, tor I am very tond of both. To give :,rou some idee. 
at how London teels about bombing, up to a month ago 
everyone carried a gas mask; now nobody does, and parents 
want their children returned to the evacuated arees, but 

Miss Kerguerite A. LeHend, 
The White Rouse, 

Washington, D.C. 

1\ 
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Missy: 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 

London, February 8, 1940. 

You certainly were sweet, with all the things 
you have to do, to remember us at Christmas, and we 
appreciate your thoughtfulness more than we can tell. 
We were away when your cable arrived but the otrice 
re~yed it and it came to us just about as we were to 
sit down to Christmas dinner. This year with Rose and 
Joe end the children in Americs and being the second 
year we were away from our families it looked for 8 

while that Christmas for us would be a dull one, but it 
turned out swell. We hed 8 houss in the country for the 
holidays, invited an American couple along and had loads 
of tun decorating the tree end house with wreaths and 
holly. We stayed for ten days there. Joe's butler and 
oook took care of us, and she certainly knew bow to 
oook a real (Somerville) Christmss dinner. 

Mrs. Koore and I are fine and not a bit worried. 
The only thing that does get out goat is the blackout, 
and it is perfectly terrible. It is not muoh fun prowl­
ing sround after it starts in, for buses end taxicabs can 
still hurt a lot if they creep up and nudge you. Bowever 
the days ere getting longer and daylight-saving starts 
this month, so it won't be long now before we can have a 
little exercise before bedtime and not heve to stsy in 
the house every night listening to the terrible radio 
programs they heve hers. 

Sugar, butter, ham end becon ere now being retioned 
end they tell us that by March 15 all meats, with the 
exception of chicken and lIver, will be rationed. They 
must bave had me in mind when they lert out ohioken and 
Uver, for I em very rond or both. To give }'ou some idea 
of how London feele about bombing, up to a month ago 
everyone carried a gas mask; now nobody does, and parents 
went their children returned to the evacuated areas, but 

Miss Marguerite A. LeBand, 
The White House, 

Washington, D.C. 
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-2-

I am quite sure it they drop 8 bomb around these 
parts &11 this wIll change overnight. 

The mails are terrible. Tou Dever know when to 
expect one and not sure wben one wIll go out. It takes 
s letter many times &8 long to come by Clipper &8 It 
would by boat. A Christmas box bas not yet arrived. 
It was mailed before Christmas, snd Mrs. Moore 1s pretty 
crose about It and waots to eue somebody it I can find 
someone tor ber to sue, 8S it conteins 8 dozen paIrs ot 
nice silk stockings, gitts trom e sister end friends. 
I am quite aure that you are closer in touch with the 
news of the world then I am here, 80 I will not attempt 
to g1 va you any. 

Plesse give my kindest regards to the President 
and remember me to Steve and Grace and Paula, and to 
you I send best wishes tor ell good luck end happlness. 

Sincerely. 
• 

, 

-
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J or lb~ 

PRESS ROOM 

PRESS ROOM 

THE WHI TE HOUSE 
w.-.Sl'i'NGTON 

t1.lld : 

~l 88e U.J .. t ell: eoi. t,JO •• 
" r 138 ull, 

t:)day . Atter ohee-:- t ) - 0. eek a .• clue t.Jr 

several L our a 'I t .... OJ 81,.:)r Dar .::... y a l1tt..Le 

I,jlr.L 1.. very a t t) be tired t.e tollo''1it .... d8j • 

• 'r d ... t)r .aya & ,.sard a 1'0 ort 

t . .8t ~raoe ar.d ~onator C. pttl.' ot lill .. llll \1&'& 

ottere d a b1ll at .OXy '8 __ our a day -- to 

40 t •• el r 11 1.10 t O,i);ill6 n\lI:l.oe r. 

wllere ! oal;;l .. e4 teo eol~ 

• 

- w-. A·' 
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RENTING OFFICE 

VINCENT ASTOR APARTME.NTS 

120 EAST END AVENUE 

/' , 

~<' .~ 

, 

- ~ " 

NEW YOR.X, 

, 

, 

# '- a;;;", ---<-
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lIIrlft Nauru 
tlirooinrl'lown. Wapr (!loll, Blass. 

I 

Marguerite d e ares t , 

\'le11 , the Pos t gave me a vac':'.tion to make up 

for lost sleep , and I have found Paradise here . 

It seems so laD,' ago th.'lt we Vlere toge ther in 

'ashington- s oumuch haj pened a f t er th<~t - but I shall n ot forget tha t 

pleasant time t03ether- I fel t Qui te li gh t - headed a ft er those 

Da l quiries at the " illard when you were about to leave thA. t day , but , 

curiously . you must have inspired me because I am told that the t tory 

I wrote after you left was "my best" from "the states"- I r.l,iTlv 

you will recall I se-I')~ a I 1ttl,. up in the clouds but it appeared 

to be go)d tor the story. 

I hope you received "the stamps " . I sent one 

very inter s ting " cover" and I thought You might be inte r es ted t o 

tell the President that no one in the world has a "cover" like his . 

The l etter was s...,nt "registered" from the Royal train. It seems that 

the Postmaster Ross received 10 one dol l ar stamps . Seven of them 

went to the Ro"al party for packages . He had "three" left and he 

informed me th:t not one was used for a letter. So I thought It 

would be inte r e::ting to put them on l etters . The bes t one - v'ith the 

number went to the president - And there are two others in existence-

of that cambin .t ion - one I have - the other I gave to illiams ­

'Ehe Bri tish journalist you met o.t the illard- The prcsidentts is 
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wrift lIlnuru 
IJrO\JinrrtDwn, C!inpr C!lob. fBruul. 

r '2. / 

The No . 1 stamp o f th t 51-,eda! serios of ten . I thou It --t was 

kind of the Canad.ian Postmast r . I em 'Jorry to s:\y h our ,.merican 

postmaster for four days in t Ie United tlltes was not ve ry 

accommodating. He was very annoyed with the s1amp business on the 
• 

rtoYl1 1 fre!n . He thou ... h it was 8 lot of noosenes . 

Michae l McDermott of th tate Dept( Do you lmow him?) 

did 8 grcmd Job for the press . and P'" rt icul."I.rly a th! arId I s Fair 

wbere Mr. Grover ,haleR behaved in a ~t 'Ulge mann r . I can ' t 

i;rl8g ine what pos.'essed hal". There .ere corre j.ondents trom 

allover the ,orid Rnd be n vel' gr eted one of ,hem , th·) sume men 

that the Pr sid nt of the United tates took time to shfike hands with 

after h 1s conf~ ence at BSbington. ~~ . balOR nev r il for:ed the 
• 

I-'air nutho ities to honol the pIS es of tlt' 1 te Dellt . md JJr . 

Me Dennot.t had a t rl' bl time Ge tin, us ouch. ut 'hen he 

got through, he saw th be "t ,te lJept . c:une out on tOll . e all 

remained 'ith he King and ,ueen and walke \lith them throUBh the 

Six pavil\ions. \ 5 Vie walk. d alonr ith -he King and ueen . we all 

saw J . P. Mor$an s !lnd ing behind the ropcs • • hat pl~ sed us not 

• 1 10 - e \erl all New Dealers nt,er aahington - everyone on 

h ilot train. 
I auppo",o you hea d T.h t halen had 7,)0 of his 

admire rs in Perylon lInll lined up t.o ah lke hand!'! ith 'l'heir Majest ies 

l'his was not on he p~og!II!'ilune and Ln.scelles S6\ to it thnt it was 
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• 

IDrlft Nuuru 
llrnuinrttown, (!lapt QIoll. !Russ . 

called off . Lady Nunburnho~e t old me that the ~ueen said that 

the hi te House and Hyde Park vis i ts were the c 'owning c lories 

of the tour - memories never t o be for otten. Did you eet to know 

her ,ell . I think she is bea1ltiful, almost as lovely as the Queen 

who is my first love . 

r don (t kno-,;"hy i t ha}pened , but "hen the >Lueen 

with the King said good - bye to us on the .....mp 'ess of Britain ( e were 

cOlll' landed to Appear) I \'18$ ",bout the 20th in the line and s he stopped 

to speak \dth me - called me by name - _$ soon IS it \/8$ over , I had 

to rush to the vlire t o s end off the r ·'lre'le l l of l.h e sailiDC-

Al l the co.-re spondents came rush in,:; to le ,0 aSk , It hat did the .ueen 

say to you" . I cave them all the quo as I thought proper to send , 

but a couple of things she said- so charming and kind- I thought 

silly and in bad taste to send - Frank Kine of the Ass . Press teased 

me and said that he was goinc.;; to te lephone the Post and give them 

the full story_ But when I r eturned , my editors complimented me 

on keeping the copy "objective" and "irnpersonal "-

I boasted too soon. Miss Tighe of the N. Y. Po: t stayed 

on to _he bitter end . hen she h,~ard th. t I was f i ni shing at Halifax , 

she got the Post to keep her on. Inez Robb also finished and then 

made the transatlant ic Clipper . _he came t o Bo~ton with me on the 

Lady Drake - SITE IS VERY NICE PF SON - But t hat Tighe woman made 

C
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• 

i!l1'1ft ])lauru 
Vroutnrt t(lwn. C!lapr C!loi), fRass. 

( 1.1-/ 

life unbearable at times • Doris Fleeson (You are quite right about her_ 

.::.he is 8 fine newspapcrWOf'lan - Did a grand piece of r porting on the 

ch reb service at Hyde Park) told Inez that she pitied us :hen sbe heard 

that Tighe w s with us . I don ' t know why our sex bas to be like that . 

The men Ind4i' idually were all grand. - 't'he conflicts between British , 

Canadians and J\ID.ericans on the train remained pretty luch to the end _ 

Americans - Canedians- joining in against British at times - Mr. "1111em9 

was shocked that I told you th~t- remember- ho' 

At Hyde Park I met all the ashington co 'responrtents and 

they knew the story of the Banft meetinG of the ress and Their Majestl~ 

Do you know a chap by the name of nriscoll from the He '~ld -Tr bune_ He 

had even a !'!lore rant !;Otic v rsion or what actually h'J"pened and what 
• 

was said . The story had grown in the telling and re - telling_ 

The best bit , I think , was the King ' s remark when 

The Boston Globe man said to the KinS , "Your M je'ty. hAve you ever 

hep,d or Boston ? 

"Oh , th t was some hing about tea , 'asn ' t it?" said 

His Majesty " . 
• 

And the ~\leen ' s rescuing remark , " I t ' s out . Go on". 

Mr. DiXon of the News whose lan.':uage \/HS the contributing factor in 

th' t scene droPlIed out at 't . John ' s and was no ~ t the rinish. 

In the Maritime provinces we had rain and the arrangements broke 

down. 

• 
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11ll'lft JIlauru 
tJrouhtrrlollln. <!lup' Clloll, mUllS_ 

The destroyer , Saquenay . on whi ch we were rid ing , rtisse d the train 

and we had a horrible mc$or drive to ca tch t he tra in at Valley, Even the 

Q.ueen got wet that day. 'i,'e were so p ing wet , drenched to t he skin. 

\'Ie11, Canada ia a vast COWltry, very beautiful in 

parts , but I was happy to f ind this seclusion in this ......... glorious 

l and ' s end of a peaeeOl1, timel ess world. The people are very poor in 

Canada , much worse off- t hose '.'l ith small jobs- than our people who are on 

WPA. '!hey all want to migrate to the United States , MacKenzie King is a 

liberaJ. - a do -nothing- nice old man b 'lt that I s all . Such a huge country 

- only 12 , 000 , 000- in territory almost as l arge as our own 48 states_ 

no industry- parched l anda through the great prairie be l t - The people ere 
. 

lifel ess ~d depressed. Only the Queen seemed able to arouse them fram 

their l ethargy of dispair . They ought to run her on a ticket. She would 

win an election in any of the dominions . 

Please l et me know when you 'ill be in N. Y. I think 

I may run up in a week a two . Do you think you will cl;j.ans e your mind 

and come to N. I!I . You would lov" it he r e . I go back to :ork Monday_ 

(Let me kIlo' if th i s l et ,e r r e ches you safely- 1 

Love to you . As ru ways 

(I am trying to ge t you a second Cl'OWn s o that you will h elve a pair­
Donegall sai d he wil send 1e on, os ;oon '18 he finds a matching one ) 

C
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