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T H E WH ITE HOUSE 

WA SHI N GTON 

June J, 1941. 

UEVORANDUM FOR MISS LElIAND: 

Dear Missy: 

Will you glance at this and 

see if you think we should make any 

exception for this portrait painter. I 

only bring it to your attention because of 

his wishing particularly to paint the 

portrait for the President ' s Room in the 

Hyde Park Library, which he has apparently 

looked over. 

~ E.1f.W. 

• 
• 

• 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JW1e J, 1941. 

WEYORAlfDtrli FOR MISS LEliAlfD: 

Dear I(1"'YI 

'Ull you glance at this and 

se. if you think we should make any 

except10n tor this portrait painter. I 

only brin, 1t to your attention beeau.s. of 

h1. w1sh1n& particularly to paint the 

portrait for the President's Rooa in the 

Hyde Park Library, which he has apvarently 

looked over. 

• 

B. II. W. 
• 

• 
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_ .. . gi' , M' ...... -. .Ii.... . .... .. 
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~H._ ..... "'-- ....................... ..-

CO,,",""TTI!Ii ON ..... PAQPOII'ATIOI'tS 

llay 27, 1941 

Brigadier General Edwin M. Watson 
Secretary to the President 
Tbe White House 
Wasbington, D. C. 

~ dear General Watson: 

For your information and such consideration as 
:rou feel it deserves, I am sending you herewith 
& letter - and additional paper - wbich I have 
received from James Welland, Beaver Brook Road, 
L¥me, Connecticut. 

yaure, 

cis Maloney 
U 5. Senate 
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Senator Franc is Maloney 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Senator Yalo~: 

copy 

Ja mes Weiland 
Beaver Brook Road 
Lyme , Conn. 

May .22 , 1941 

Referring to your reply of May 17th, I would hesitate to put forward 
my proposal to President Roosevelt during these times, were it not 
for the fa ct that President Lincoln and President Wilson carried 
through at least twice in ea ch csse, similar undertakings during 
their anx ious war days. 

I would like to paint the portrait of President Roosevelt for the 
newly completed Library a t Hyde Park. Th is aibrary, 85 you know, 
is to contain eventua lly . a ll the State Papers of his ent i r e Public 
lif e . An authentic portrait is not only desirable , but eminently 
f i tt i ng t o grace th is collection. In the room r eserve d for the 
pr i vate use of the President are t~o fine positions for such a 
portra i t. 

By "authentic" I lIl8an a favorable likeness, as of the time the 
Library ~as built, and one that he approves of. To accomplish 
this result, I have developed a method which enables the sitter 
himself, to have a choice in the selection of pose , expression and 
costume. By means of preliminary photographs, wh ich I take ~self, 
the sitter has this choice, and I am supplied with all the necessary 
i nformation to work from, as well. This r educes the time and monotony 
of many hurried sittings, to an bour or so, all told. It enables 
the sitter to get an idea of what the portrait will look like before 
the pa i nting is actually 8tarted, and also to check on the finished 
work. 

This method is not in the experimental stage with me, hut bas proved 
100% successful during the six or seven years I have employed it. 
Prior to that , during ~ New York r esidence. from 1914 on, I pa inted 
in the old way from life . This new method insures satisfactory 
r esults, as near as is humanly poSSible, to all who are concerned 
i n the undertak i ng. 

The President is , I understand, occupied every waking moment, and 
that his health is not any too good. However, i n the not too distant 
future , it might be possible to get a few exposures , eithe r at 
Washington. or better still , at Hyde Park , sometime th is summer when 
he i s taking a needed rest. Once he approves a pr i nt from among 
those submitted, he need give no more time or th ought to the actual 
painting . 

For a painting, such as I ha ve in mind for this position, painted in 
oil, life size, three-quarter length, approximately 40 x 50 inches 
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canv6.!! me!lsure . I r ecei ve $2500 . 

Enc losed 18 a partia l list 
s i nce liv Ing her e at Lyme . 
view would be appreciated. 

of Connecticut men that I have painted 
Aqy !!ugges tions froID your po i nt of 

Thank ing you fo r your kind interest . 

Yours very truly , 

/signed/ James Wei l and 

I 
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JaJles Weiland 
Portrait Painter 

• 

Partial list of portraits 1 have painted reeently. 

NAIIE 

Judie W • . M. Mal t ble 
" David Torrance 
" 
" 
" 

Ol iver Ellsworth 
John O.Parks 
Frederick B.Hall 

Gov'r Jonathon Law. 
Wm.SsGuel Johnson 
Lord saya and Sele 
Judie Mllton M.Shumway 

" Geo,E.hinm&n 
n JohnW.Banka 

Roy C. Wllcox 
Frank Hayee 
Geo.S.Goddard 
J.H.Tru.bull 
Charlee JoHoadley 
Job.Roraback 
Fuller F.Barnee 
Charles T.Treadway 
E.N.Stanley 
Geor~e R.Ford 
Frank Ball 
William Loeb 
capt.Geo~. Co.er 
Newton O·Baker 
Tho.as A.Edison 
Andrew Squires 
Howard Brett 
Geor~e a.Goddard 
Jud~e A.R.Webber 

J.DoFalrcblld 
Hubert Cill18 
WoVfoWiloox 

t 

Plaee 

Granby. Conn. 
Wa terbury • Conn. 
Si .abury II 

" Norwich 
Brid~eport " 
hartford 
hartford 
Saybrook 
Danielson " 
Willill.an tl c" 
Brid&epor t " 

" 

" 

Meriden 
" Waterbury 

Hartford 
Hartford 
hartford 
hartford 
Bri stol 
Bristol " 

• 
" 
" 
" 
" 

New Britain" 
Windsor 01 

New York N:t 
New York 01 

East *adda. Conn. 
Cleveland 9Q1o 
East Orao&e N.J. 
Cleveland Ohio 
Cleveland " 
bartford Conn. 
Elyria. Ohio 
Brooklyn NY. 
Brooklyn.NY 
Middletown Conn. 

CAN BE SEEN 

Conn 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Court 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Coubt AO~8e at Putnaa 
01 Wllliaan 

County Bld~, BriG&rpo 
Conno State capitol 

" " " 
Conn. State Library 

" " " 
" " " 

Conn.L.P.Co .Offie. 
Residence 
Brlatol Bk.and Trust 
New B.savin&a Bk. 
Windsor Bank.Truat 
LY.8 Bonn. 

" " 
" " 
" " 
LYll8 " 

Wearern Reserve Unive 
Cle.eland Library 
Granby Library 
ReSidence 
Kin~a Co. Trust Co. 
Guardian Life Ina. NY 
Resldence 
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Dear Douglaa: 

It was nl08 to bay. JOur letter 
with the enola.ed olipping. 

Allot you are very oon_tantll and 
very auah In our thoughts th ••• d&18. 
What a OuriOU8 world we are 11ving In. 

The Con.entlon le oyer and the 
oaapalgn 1. on. It .eema a pIty thet 
..,e ahould have to go through all th18 
turmoil with the world 1n It. pre •• nt 
plIght. However, that'. 4 •• 00raol. 

I .tl11 look torward to our dinner 
on the 8t. RegIe root and I hope 1 t lIa7 
'be .oon. 

Dougl •• Villi ... , 
Bryanaton Hou •• , 
Dor •• t 9treet, v. 
London, 
Dlgland. 

Ae ••• r, 

Esq., 

I .• 

• 

Surun~. h~d abo 
plalc; a n upl"n" 

0' lIumanlty, Chalnpl .. " 
I. Defend.. 0' the 

. alk. thai .••• 

mal/tmb 
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dI~ tHII" 01 SU..,ODa 
•• IUI. Ihe flh 01 

Ibe n .... e 
.f Ihe 

• , 

-

rO.ne' pl.lurtol "bo'-t· ..,,,1 Ihe 
.. .."loIenl'. namu.lale flUb'n,-I"lo 
'be 11 ... ,,1 belo .. 

The peOplt ei Su,es" •• h~oI Iiso 

r.UI up a Mfend plale; an upl~n •. 
0'7 On"_ 
~ ,,"POl'ie o. lIum3nll , . (;bnmplon 

o. DemDOn.,. Ddendt. 01 tbe 
.... re:· .... ,01. 

Bo ... bs dldn'l a llu Ibl . , . . 

I 

-. 

) , 
woul d like to 

• 

your very 
and as I 

are for the 
ck to IrY 

o be rosted 
erhaos I 
invaders ! 

be better -
rom America , 
duly over 
are ready to 
at all afraid. 

ely that 
and again 

1 and I am 
n the roof of 
r away for 

• 

-.--~~-- - ---

ant
ar
eek. 

s 
tul 
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c~ya-?~V d~v-,U', 
0'oMetSi:",,1' I /" / 

jJ;/k.-/ £!!1(} 

... -u1y lZth 1940 

Dear r,:o.rguerite (If I may be so bold?) , 

I think the President would like to 
see the enclos ed picture . 

Thank you so much f or your very 
kind cabl e . I am no'," back f rom France and as I 
th i nk the days of l.'1a r Cor resrono:. .. ents are for the 
moment over , I am r-j oining the Army , back to my 
old negi ment , the Artillery. 

VI i th luck I hope soon to be rasted 
to a bat t ery on the East coast where perhaps I 
may have some fun i n repellinG German invaders ! 

The sp i rit here coulant be better _ 
in f~c tt froo letters I hav e rec eived from America

t 
I th i nk you people ov er t here worry unduly over 
us . We kn ow now where we stand and we a re r eady t o 
f ace it . We know thw worst and a r e not at all afraid. 

We all hop e very sincerely that 
you r grea t President will d ecide to stand again 
a nd tha t he will b eI'l!- eJe cted . 

I hope you are ver y well and I am 
sorry we hav e no cha nce for a dinner on th e roof of 
the St Regis . Those days s eem v er y fa r away for 
me now. 

with kindes t r egards , 
yours v ery s incerely , 

• 

• 

... 

~-~ - - -

• 

-
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I' 
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" 

appen~d in 
.. din-Rooseve lt 
venue .. 

j --r 
w 

l AST April Ihe pcople " , Sure,ne, 
... _four m,lu outside the .itv of 

l'ac>5--4lcrided 10 chan~. lb. na",~ 
of " main strut In II"n"u, of Ih. 
" rulMnl of Ih. United Slate • . . 
~nd Sures"e. had ilJ A,'c ""~ ."rank· Hn-no""",-. I •. 

Whe" Ih~ Grrm"" • • , Ided Ille out · 
' k id , '" r .. r l l " b"mb fell ,,' Ih" 

• 

to."" pictured abo,-.; ..,nl Ih . 
I'r.,ide n!', na mc"blc <.a.hin," ;n(o 
lh. s tnct ~clow. 

Th. pc.,pl. of .';u'''snu had 31so 
pul up 3 •• cond phi .. an upJ,IIalor .. o n~ , 

.. ,\po. tlc 01 lIuman;I., CllOmll;on 
of 0 .... ., •• 3.... Ddendu of Ih. 
hMO," it sal~. 

Bomb. didn't altcr Ih31 ..•. 

I 
! 

, , 
I 

---- --

bat. t le Arras . 

--------

Want -
l.t u1 stimulant to war 

been "this pa st \, eek . 

; l~! :~,.~WhlCh Germans . Respectful 

----

-, 
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.---- ------- ----- -- ------ -------- ------ ---------- ------ ------- ------ --

TELEGRAM 

CDU181WUH C~~L 60 

London, June 15, 1940 

NLT. MISS LUWlD: 

Just returned London . Restore kit destroyed bettIe Arras. Want
ed send you greetings and tell you what wonderful stimulant to war
worn Allies President ' s hearten1ng words have been this past week. 
All here full confidence. Funny thing about British ~hlch Germans 
never underetand- -- they never know when they ' re beaten. Respectful 
re~ard8 to President. 

Douglas WilliAms, care Dally Telegraph . 
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