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V I N CE NT ASTOR 

NY 23 WEST Z6'_" STREET 

Dear Grace: 

Will you give the enclosed book end my letter to 

tbe President? The little book you migbt like to read yOUI'sel1' . 

I was in Washington yesterd6y , attending an inter-

departmental comm1ttee meeting , and seeing the General . Subse-

quently , to cool ofC, I went Cor a short walk , and passed by the 

White House , thought of coming in to see you , and then - noticing 

all the cars perked outside tbe Executive Offices - decided to 

hsve a heart, and leave you in peace . 

I do bope to see you soon again . 

AfCectionate l y , 

VA :Sif 
Encs . 

Mias Grace TUlly , 
The Wb1 te House , 
Washingt on , D. C. 

• 

/.9 41 . 
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V IN CE- NT ASTOR 

H9 Z3 WEST 26'."STAEET 

/.9 41. 

Dear Grace: 

If you can do so without its beiDg an inconvenience to the 

President , will you please give him tha enclosed copy of a letter that 

I have wrt tten to Captain !tirko It I have ever been right about a~-

thing, I know that I 8111 abcut this , and feel conti dent that Captain 

Kirk will take some appropriate ection . If be should fail to do so , 

and if conditione should continue , in my opinion , to be disquieting , 

I will only then let the President know through you , in case he migbt 

wish to take the mattar up through the Secretary of the Navy , or some 

such high authori ty . 

You might also let the Prasident know from me that things here -

abouts are €ping nicely indeed , and this particular situation , which has 

disturbed me so thoroughly, did not have its origin here , but injected 

itself from Washington . 

It is a good thing for you that you are able to read, and not 

to have to listen to me recite, tbis , for my voice e.t the present monent 

1s Just about like that of a dying duck . 

Ever yours , 

VA:SW 
En, . 
Wss Grsce 'l\J.lly , 
The Whi te House . 
Washington, D. C. 
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VINCENT AST O R 

N Q 2 3 WEST 2 6 '.:' S TIHoET 

• 

Dear Grace : 

Here is one of my least important 

letters . which you might perbe.ps show to the 

President some tiDE . 

I am so sorry to read in tbe pspers 

that be has not been wel l. 

A!'fectionstely . 

VA:SW 
En, . 

~iss Grace TUlly . 
Tbe White house , 
Washington . D. C. 

, ... ~.~." .......... ".-, .... /~ ..,4L 

,--
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VINCENT ASTOR 

N 9 23 WEST 26'". STREET 

Deer Greco: 

!fill you give the enclosed to the 

President? I seem to be l..ulldlnp; up to becoming 

a nuisance once more , but I think that the enclosed 

mlgJ:rt 1nterest bim . 

V.:SW 
EnCII . 

Lis Gre.ce 'l\Jlly . 
The Wh1te p.ouse . 
1I'lUJdngto n. D. C. 

rtecti nate' Y I 

-
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VINCENT ASTOR 

N9 Z3 W'Ii:$T te'·" ST~I!:I!:T 

August 4th. /,9 41. 

Dear Grace: 

I bave a car and chauffeur 1n to";:tho h,ve 
C'.?,,~ . ...,. 

nothing to do this evening except to drive you . JOwet~ls ':?? 
excellent driver, knows all the theatres, and bsa the useful 

faculty o~ generally being eble to park nesr the entrances. 

Please use them both, tor it you do not , my feelings wl1l be 

badly damaged. • 

1 bave instructed Jowett to await your orders 

at the telephone number - BUtterfield 8- 6312 . Which is where 

both be snd the car live . You should allow about 15 to 20 

minutes tor him to get from there to tbe St . Regla. 

Plesse don ' t let me down 1n regard to malting 

use of them . 

VA:SW 

~lS8 Grace Tully. 
c/o The St. Regis Hotel , 
55th St . & 5th Ave •• 
New York, N. Y. 
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Add, ... Communication. to 'be 
C ......... n4.ot Third ,.. ... ! Di,,,,,,. 

--

Headquarter. of the Commandant 
Third Naval District 
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Add .... Co"""ual ••• lono '0 'be 
C_aa4 ..... ,",I,d Nova' D."ric. 

Headquarters of the 

Commandant Third Naval District 
Federal Office Building, 90 Church Street 

N ..... ~ork. N. Y. 
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NORTH ATLANTIC NAVAL COASTAL FRONTIER 
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February 21, 1~44 . 

Dear Vincent: 

Your letter, together witn letters for 
the Prc:;.1l' en!. lind harry were rece!.v()d &no I 
l.lU1edlhtely dispat;Ched t;lle one tor Horry and 
gave the l"r€sh .. ent the other one . It reull)' 
115 tr ... gic about. ul;.rn" s boy, f..tel,hen, and I 
.woy, lt :%lust nave been It breut bla .... tv rlarry. 
As you ... . 0\" hEl W£.i.S an his WaY to ..ilaml when 
tile ~ad news arrived. 

luis part of the let t(lr is for "irmie 
as .ell, and it h to say tlu..t 1 ICD t;ll'ou&hly 
ashallleu at 'Dyself for no t Jlavinti Had an o;>por
tunl ty betore this to l'rrl te to her and to you 
to than.. you tor those two vcry bEii\,;,tlful 
sweaters wnicu you sen~ to m8 for Chrl.t;c.as . 
Winnie dear, tnc color caul" nat have boen more 
perfect for ae anO they fit beautifully. I am 
saving them for bprlng anti I shull bet much 
plel.o.!!ure out of weor111t; them . You wore both 
dears to thin" of t!le ano I 8lil, as always, most 
aplJreciatlve. 

~lease, ple~se forGive m~ for the long 
delay, but honutly thinGS Have been h\J..IiW.lill6 
.JOound here since the PreslCJent iot huc,{ rrOl!l 
Ca i ro and Teheran . I have never .nown a more 
h.ct1c t1:ne in lashlnctQR in all my years tlare . 

I hope all goes well ,,1 th you both and 
that you have both slowed down !t little, as I 
~nOlr you were ovordo1ng . 

~y best to you ~no I lOOK f orwurd to 
.eelnl. you Oath vcry soon . 

Arfec tiona tely, 

I 
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H EADQUARTERS EASTERN SEA FRONTIER 
90 C H URCH S T REET 

NEW YORK 

February 16, 1944. 

Dear Greco: 

I am 80 sorry shout Herry ' s boy Rnd 
have Viri t ten him thf'l enc 10 sed Ie t tel'. which under 
such circumstances cen be of very little use 
indeed. Since I don't know where he Is ~t8ylng 
at the moment, whether In the White House, at 
Bethesda or In his new house, would you be good 
enough to forward 1 t to the right address? 

If you will r eed the other enclosed 
l e tt er , the one to the President, which I would 
appreciate your rivlnr him, you cen make up your 
own mind 99 to "y efficiency . About zero 1s my 
es timate. 

My best to you . 

Miss Grace Tully , 
The Wbl te House , 
WBshinc;ton. 9. C. 

VlneeR 1s AetOt 

I 

--~----



C
ol

le
ct

io
n:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 A
rc

hi
ve

; S
er

ie
s:

 G
ra

ce
 T

ul
ly

 P
ap

er
s 

B
ox

 1
; F

ol
de

r: 
C

or
re

sp
on

de
nc

e:
 A

st
or

, V
in

ce
nt

, 1
94

1-
19

49
 a

nd
 u

nd
at

ed

• 

• 

Dear Y1noln', 

Ilan1. 11&"1 thank. tor Joar wonde1"f'ul holpl. 
'allt, at t~ 8t. Regle. KotheI' and I bad • 
• 11"7 co"ortable IlUUe and ••• rybo47 WSI .81', 
kind and oonl14erate. w. haY' IOU to thank tor 
• Yery pl .... "' Y111t. 

I .a. lorI', not to hay. • cbana. to ••• Jou 
11\blr bere or 1n HI. York. but maybe JOu wl11 
be ooalng down &saln betore too long. Do 11' 
•• know 1t 10U are planning to b, here .tter the 
Bo .. t return f 10 that 70U w111 haft an opportunit, 
to run 1n and leo him. 

I 40 bop. ,our relt ~t tb8 !fa •• 1 HolpUal 
414 Jou • lot ot 80ftd an4 tbat 1au are taking lt 
, •• , an4 t.,ling better. 

With .rt,atlonat, regarde to you and Minnle, 

A, ,nr, 

Oap'-ln Yinalnt Altor, 
120 East End Avenue, 
New York City , N. Y . 
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• _ c. 

Clpt~n Vincen~- Aetor,USNR 
• 

•• 

\ . 
• • 

Miss Grace Tully 
The Whi te Houee 
ilashington, D. c • 

• 

"-

r. 

1 - {-a.,,-

F R E E 

CHURCH STRE ET 
ANNEX 

• 

, 

Milton Whitely H olden. ---------
Ever yours, 

• 
bf ,/ bd 

va:m ss 

I 

J • 
, 
, 

, 
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VINCENT ASTOR 

N~WSW££K eUll..OING 
I!.i! WI!ST " 2 M. STREET 

NEW YORK Ie N ... 

• 
Miss Grace G. Tully 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Foundation 
810 Eighteenth Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

June 21, 1949 

Your letter dated June fourteenth ha s only 
just arrived which does not seem to speak very well for the 
efficiency of the Post Office Department. 

You are quite r ight that Lytle Hull . Will 
Stewart and "Doc" Holden were frequent shipmates. but I 
cannot o£fhand be certain which of them in addition to those 
listed by the New York Times were on that first cruise in 
1933. I shall have to check the "Nourmahal's" guest book 
and if this is in the New York apartment, I can do so tonight 
and write you tomorrow. On the other hand, if it is in Rhine
beck as I s u spect. I shall not be able to let you know until 
after I have been there this week-end which I do hope will be 
tiIne enough. 

In regard to "Doc" Holden, his Cull name is 
Milton Whitely Holden. 

Ever yours, 

r~£.~ 
• 

-/ VbS 

.. 
va:mss 

-

• 
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)(, 
I . ' I 

Ju1, 13, 1~49 

I _ eorry for the del£.1 1D vrl Unl to tb·nk f. 
tor TOur \Dloreet1ng letter ot Ju.ne 28\h ADd for o.ll tbe 
trouble 7aa. took to eheck Oil the varloue eruhee Oft trut 
l!ioUl'llllhalll 4urln« tbe 0"1'17 a.,.. ot t.be Roo • ..,.It .,,_1.1_ 
.tretiOA... 1 p.erUeulnr17 wanted to include tM namas ot 
tho •• who u.uftlly accompanled 70U when tbe Pre.ldent wae 
.!Iboard. I ren!h., that it ",u quite a Job for IOU to d1, 
Into your til •• for the en •• ' book aDd lie' tbe CR~.t ••• 
well e~ £o~e ot tta Illt~re.tl~ h&P~lD«' ot thoe. d~ • • 

r[lferr1~ to Cn::.he }:o. 1. I beUn'. the Seeret 
Serviee mNl'. D. ••• bOllId be ;lRo,,1.7' laehad of "Relq' . 
I .-el: '1!: ry t Ol1ched b:f the ctor"J' of RobiD . wbo!ll I rl'lae~n'l 
•• rJ well. po.Ul.Da hh toot prill' 08 tbe p •• ' ~olt: at tbe 
Pre.ldent'. Inele\wac • • 

YO'1l were .ore thaa. kl:a.4 to •• Dd this Int'o,...Uoll 
to lie. Tou have rq warm thonke and o.ppreeh.t1oll . 

I 40 «-t to I •• Tort on occulo •• IIIId 00.. 01 t~.a 
dQ'a I abl'lll ,1" Jou • rt.nc In the ho~ thd I abel 1 .. , 
a &l1Dpa. of JOu an~ Wlnnia. 

"incan\ A.dor. Saq . 
H~wftve.k 3ulld~ 

152 Weat 42nd Stre.' 
Naif lorlc 18. N8lO' Yorlc 

Groca O. fullJ 
E%ecuthe Secreta,.,. 

, 
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VINCENT ASTOR 

NEW S W EE K 5 U I LO I N G 
1 5~ W e;ST 42.0 S T REET 

N E W TORK Ie. '" 'f 

Mi s s Grace G. Tully 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Foundation 
810 Eighteenth Street, N. W. 
Was bington 6, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

June Z8, 1949 

After a long search in Rhinebeck over the week_en~the guest 
book of the " Nourtnahal " was finally found. As w o uld happen, it was in the 
very bottom o f an old box and below a lot of photog raph alb um s which made 
the finding difficult. 

remembered. 
you the whole 

There were five crUises which is a g reater number than I had 
You probably are intere s ted only in the first, but I shall give 

lot in case they ITlight tie in with other portions of your book . 

Cruise No. 1. February 4th to 15th, 19 33, Proceeded from 
Florida to the Bahamas where we spent all of our titne and returned to 
Miami. In addition to the President there were on board Judge Frederick 
Kernochan, Kermit Roos evelt, Geor g e St. Geor ge, W. R. Stewart (Will) and 
Dr. Leslie Heiter. Dr. Heiter, a great friend of mine, acted more or le ss 
a.s a ship's medical officer. Also signing the book were Gus Gennerich, 
Bob Clark (Secret Service), James Reidy (1 don't remember him; the signa _ 
ture is rather bad, but 1 think that i s the way it is spelled and that he was 
also of the Secret Service), and old McDuffie. At the very bottom of the list 
is a small footprint of a dog which the President insisted on ins erting. It 
repr esents my dachshund, Robin, whose foot the President pressed against 
an ink pad and then made a print in the book. Robin went to the dog heaven 
tnltny years a g o and seeing the tnarks of his foot s till in the book made tne 
feel quite sad. 

On the evening of our return to Miami the President addres s ed 
a large open_air meeti ng of the Anlerican Leg i on and i t was on this occasion 
that a lunatic fired, as 1 rernember, five shots at him which fortunately 
mi s sed but fatally wounded Mayor Cze rmack of Chicago who was standing 
about two feet from the Pre s ident and less serio u s ly wounded four other 
people. The President s h o wed extraordinary pre s ence of rnind on that oc 
casion a n d held the bleeding Czermack in his lap in the car on the way to 

• 
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Miss Grace G. Tully _l_ 
June 28, 1949 

the hospital . If you ever want the details of that story I shall be glad to give 
them. to you. 

Cruise No . 2. August 31st to SepteD'lber 5th, 1933. On that oc 
casion we sailed from Poughkeepsie, proceeded to Montauk Point, then out 
to the Gulf Stream where we had extraordinarily poor fishing, and then re _ 
turned to Washington. On this occasion were F.D.R .• George St. George, 
Kernochan, Stewart, Lytle Hull, KerlTlit Roosevelt and Les Heiter. 

Cruise No.3. March l8th to April 12th, 1934. We sailed from 
Florida and again spent all of our tiOle in the Baham.as. On thi}oin addition 
to F.D.R. and lTl'lwere Hull, Kernochan, St. George, Heiter , Jimmy Roosevelt, 
Stewart, Kerm.it Roosevelt. Also signing the book was R. S. White, the skippe r 
of the U.S,S. Ellis, one of the escorting destroyers who, I think, rnust have 
spent a night aboard. 

Cruise No.4. Due to sorne oversight only the date of Septern
ber 14, 1934 is given, but I think we were gone ahout four or five days and I 
know we attended the races for the "Am.erica1s CUp1'. Aboard in addition to 
F.D.R. and myself were Jirnrny Roosevelt, Stewart, Kermit Roosevelt, Kerno _ 
chan, Hull and George St. George. 

Cruise No.5. March Z7th to April 7th, 1935. On this in addi 
tion to the President and me were Lytle Hull, Jirnmy Roosevelt, Les Heiter, 
George St. George, W. R. Stewart, Milton Holden, Kernochan and Kermit 
Roosevelt. While in the Bahamas, Bede Clifford, the Governor of the Ba
harnas, brought on board the King of England1s youngest brother, Prince 
George, who subsequently became the Duke of Kent and his very beautiful 
wife, Marina, The Duke of Kent was killed in the war. 

On the subject of deaths, it is a curious fact that so many of 
this not very large group should now be dead, i.e. F.D.R., Kerrnit Roosevelt, 
Freddie Kernochan and Will Stewart, plus of course, Gus Gennerich and 
McDuffie. 

Please forgive this long and rather rambling letter. You must 
occasionally corne to New York and when you do, please give Mary and rne 
a call and give us a chance to see you. 

Ever yours, 

• ,/ • 

• • "' va;rnss 
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Miss Grace G. Tully - 3 _ June l8. 1949 

P . S. On the occasion of the "America's Cup" one of the 
patrolling destroyers that had p r ess photographers on board got much too 
close to the British contender "Endeavor " . The President thereupon sent 
an official signal to the skipper asking whether he was attempting to race 
the British yacht. The destroyer certainly backed away last and I expect 
the embarrassment of the whole ship ' s company was considerable . 

• -
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