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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

e Wil TE HOgsE  ApTil 22,1943

b4 8 26 M3
The Preeident RECEIVED
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

It may be that you intended sending the encla/md letter to
Mr, Dillon S. Myer, the Director of the War Relocatlion Authority,
for the preparation of a reply. Although I have hed no officiasl
connection with the Japanese relocation program since last June,
I have prepared the attached reply for your signature to Secretary
Ickes. I would like, however, to sffer a few comments on the
Secretary's letter.

My friends in the War Relocatlon Authority, like Secretary
Ickes, are deeply distressed over the effects of the entire evacu-
ntion and relocation program upon the Jepanese—Americans, particu—
larly upon the young citizen grouwp. Persons in this group find
themselves living in an atmosphere for which their public school
and democratic teachings have not prepared them. It is hard for
them to escape & conviction that their plight is due more to racial
discrimination, economic motivations, and wartime prejudices than
to any reel necessity from the military point of view for evacua-
tion from the West Coast.

Life in & relocation center cannot possibly be pleasant.
The evacuees are gurrounded by barbed wire fences under the eyes of
armed military police. They bave suffered heavily in property
losses; they have lost thelr businesses and their means of sapporte.
The State Legislatures, Members of the Congress, and local groups,
by their actions and statements bring home to them almost constantly
that as e people they are not really welcome anywhere. States in
which they are now located have enacted restrictive legislatlion
forbidding permanent settlement, for example. The American Legion,
meny locel groups, and city councils have arproved discriminatory
resolutions, going so far in some instences as to advocate confis—
cation of their property. Bills have been introduced which would
deprive them of citizenship. In this atmosphere, the Japaneser
nericens cannot but know thet when they are invited to a community
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it is usually due to an extreme labor shortage and does not neces-
sarily represent a permanent oppertunity. They also know that some
of the military leaders responsible for evacuation were motivated
by & conviction that all persons of Jepsnese blood in this country
cannot be trusted. Public statements to this effect have appeared
in the press only recently.

Furthermore, in the cpinion of the evacuses the Government
may not be excused for not having attempted to distinguish between
the loyal and the disloyal in carryins out the evacuation.

Under such circumstances it would be amazing if extreme
bitterness 4id not develop.

The War Relocstion Authority in developing ite program must
choose, as 1 see it, between emphasizing one of two plans. One is
to build permasnent relocation centers in which all evacuees mey
1ive and work for s small wase during the war. (The present wage
ig $16.00 e month.) The second alternative is to strike out vigor-
ously in helping the loyal become reabsorbed in normal Americen com-
mmities during the war period.

The War Relocation Authority has choeen to place major
emphasis on the second alternative, in the hope that when the war is
over only those people will be living in centers whose loyalty may
be in doubt or who because of age or other reasons are uanable to
reestablish themselves. It is felt thet, particularly for the
citizen group, their plece in America must be eerned during this war
period, that it will be unsefe to wait until the wer is over to
attempt to reestablish them because acceptance by the American public
cannot be expected after the war if they are denied the privilege of
gerving their country now. The director of the Authority is striving
to ovoid, if possible, creation of a recizl mimority problem after
the war vhich might result in something akin to Indian reservatlons.
It is for thege reasons primarily, I think, that Le advocates the
maximum individusl relecation s against the maintenance of all ten
relocetion centers.

Dillen Myer has now bteen Director of the War Relocation
Authority for nearly e year. He would benefit enormously from con-
sultation with you., May I express the hope that you will have an
opportunity to see him in the near future?

Respectfully yours,

M. S, Eisenhower
Agsociate Director
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