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PERSCNAL AND SECRET MESSAGE

OF PREMIER J.V.STALIN TO PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT

Your message in which you inform me about certain
decisions on the questions of strategy made by you and
Mr. Churchill I received on June 4, I thank you for the
message.

As is apparent from your message, these decisions
are in contradiction with those made by you and Mr.Chur-
chill at the beginning of this year, regarding the terms
of the opening of the second front In Western Burope.

You of course remember that in the joint message
of January 26 of this year you and Mr., Churehill informed
me gbout the decision made at that time to divert consi-
derable German land and air forces from the Russian front
and to forge Germany on her knees in 1843.

Later Mr. Churchill on his own behalf informed me
on February 12 about the more preclse terms of the British-
American cperation in Tunisia and in Mediterranesn, as well
as on the Western coast of Burope. It was said in this mes-
sage, that preparations for the operation of foreing the
Channel in August 1943 were energatically being carried out
by Oreat Britain and the United States, and should weather
or other reasons have prevented it, then this operation
would be prepared for September 1943 with participation of

larger forces in it.



How, in May, 1843 you and Mr. Churchill made the decision
postponing the British-American invasion of Western Europe until
apring of 1844, That is the opening of the second front in We-
atern Eurcpe which was postponed already from 1942 to 1943, is
being postponed sgain, this time until spring 1944,

This declision creates exceptional difficulties for the So-
viet Union, whieh has already been fighting for two years, with
utmost strain of its strength, against the main forces of Ger-
many and her satelites, and leaves the Soviet Army, fighting not
only for its own country, but also for its Allies, to its own
strength, almost in single combat with yet very strong and dan-
gercus enemy.

Is it neceasary to say what painful and negative Impres-
sion will be made in the Soviet Union, upon its people and its
Army, by the new postponement of the second front, and by leav-
ing our Army, which has made so many sacrifices, without expect-
ed serious support from the Britigh-Americen Armies?

As to the Soviet Government, it does not find it possible
to agree with this decision, made, beslides, without 1ts partici-
pation and without attempt to discuss jointly this most import-
ant question, and which decision may result in grave consequen-

ces for the future progress of the war.
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