
Dear sen~tor Xonned1! 

I w:l tched w1t!J. great interut the 
debate Hat nigbt. lIn1 I t.d a nUlllber or 
inter.atln, peeple with ~.. Se~.to? 
BlntoD. .. hoc 10U know, tboUlbt it • aillJ)11 
wonderful J;t!rtf)rmane.. E. thought JOU 
were both vflr1 100d and that on the wbole 
10ll did better thaD. Mr . Nixon. I II •• 0 
prejudIced against Yr. Ni%on thbt I 4~r. 
not tru!lt lily own o~ln1oJl. but I Q.,. 101ng to 
tell 10U whnt soae pflop16 lelt. 

One peraoD s314 to a:.. thit he tel t you 
spoke & 11t~16 too (ast and had not Jat 
.... tered tt.& habit or Inelud1n8 Jo tJr audir:nct' 
a t aver,. point by .. ,1nl "I bope you agree 
vlth me, or 4oo 't fOU agree w~ ~a, or m, 
raeline 1, tbnt you, the p~ople to vho~ I 
am spHk1n!, -.:111 reel , etc .... 

SomaOGe el se said they thoUght TOU 
&ppaarfld a little too cont'.dent. 1 41d not 
.cree with this, bot I thoucht I should tell 
you. 



' 2. 

It va. ralt ~~t Nixon would appeol 
to the ptty for the underdol ~lch Is 
pre .. lr.nt 10 t he American people , by 
' •• !!Iing t eo be "humble r". 1 never ha ve 
this feelina about FIxon, so ] am a bad 
judge 10 this particular c" ••• 

On t~e vhole, I think It was • mile­
stone for 'tV find • !'eal11 100d VoIr t o 
c.~p. lsn because It reac hes so mony ~.ople 
~nd gives thao a ohpnce to evsluat. the 
1~.8 " the knowledge and the personalities 
ot the c vndida tes. br.rnrt·matel1, hovever, 
teJevis lon do •• not give ~~. impress'on ODe 
ge ts from really talkIng to the IndIvIdual 
him •• lf, ~n~ this Is p~rbap. one ot the 
reasons w~~ o3npalgnlng I n pfirson 15 s tIll 
Impor tant. But, on the whole, I think theaa 
debates, judging by the rirlt ono , are de ­
finite11 an odventale to 10u. 

r O~ l ookIng forward to seein« ~OU. 

Very sIncerely your., 

The Hon . John F. Kennedy 
The Sen:! te 
Wa shInrton, D.C . 
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.... ~ D. I\OOMTel.t 
55 :But ~t.b. Street 
JieV Yarlr. Clq, ll8v'larlr. 

0..... Mr'. !Io<>H'ftlt' 

I voo.oJ.4 Ulr.e to tab thU opportu,n1 ty 
to .~ .. ~ eppnciatloo rar YOJX lr.1I>4 ...-nt. Md 
IP.Igge.U .... reprd1l:lfl the fint debate . I l>ape 70.;. vUl 
cwtiale to l.et ... 11&" t.hoI benefit or ywr viae advice 
lID1 coo.nael. 

Ji'I(:lbr 
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