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j~ugust 15 , 1960 

I had ny ta'.l{ ',,,ith Senator .\:ennedy yesterdgy - an h::mr 

alone during lunch, and at the very end he called in ~~ . ~alton 
for a few minutes beforE going over to addre s s the Golden Ring Clubs . 

0"( 
I wan.t to report tha t " 'he airport he wr s~net by a very large 

group and the enthusiasm was great . I did not go ::1Yself to meet 
him bl.lt sent Edna and David . Edna circuloted among t'~le peo:.le 
and asked them ~f they were De~ocrats or just curiosity seekers . 
Ll~ost invariebly thEy answered th~t they were ~e~ocrats . The 
enthusia Sen a t t~'1e big hOl1:'e '.va s trer::endous, and I think he made a 
very good speech on the exprnsion of Social Security . 

I did not as~ the 3e08t~r for any definite promise as I felt that 
this would be almost i21possible . But I told hi-u that ''1e needed the 
Steve'1son votes in -'~ew York aD.d Calif--rni3 bnd t:J.8 t he had to carry 
t~ese two states or he w0uld be in trouble because he nrobcbly could 
not hole the Solid ;30uth . This 'was brought· bout by his telli1g ,'Ie 
that he had not realized before t~e ~ragmentation of the ~e~ocratic 
party and the fact th8t the majority in Congress die not g i ve the 
leadership tho t holds the party together, ,nd tha t since 1"1y husband I s 
time there was no unity . The newly e:ected gover00r of ~lorida ca~e 
in to see him and said: nI \vant you to know that I a1 a conservative, 
::- cLJ against integration, i '1(~ ,- am for the Right - to - ','ork l:::w" . \,~lere­
upon i.ennedy said: 1I',Jhy don ' t you join the Fl.epublic3.ns?" ! 

I gather thct his unCerstanding of the difficulties of the cam­
paign that face him have matured him in a short time . :~ told ~e 
that he had phoned Adlai this past week and asl{ed him to set up a 
sm2ll group to do reseclrch in the area of foreign policy . I told 
~im tl1.at this was not enough, mat he would have to give th.e people 
vJh.o '"vere for Adlai the assurance that they ItJere ',-.lorKing togethc;!r . 
All of us knovJ tha t unless ~cdlai felt their philosophies vJere si:~nilar 
~e ,vuld not accept the Secretory of state po s t. Therefore, I felt 
that ~e hed to prove by worki~g in t~e cdmpaign ard ap:edri~g on t~e 
sale plqtforms, and perhaps by refere'1ces 8'1d quotation, that there 
vJas close coo ;eration . Brinzing both C'1ester 3m-vIes a~cl Adlai in 
",henover he cruld would mean tha t these were t~l.e Y'i(-;n he l!Ja s countiDg 
on f~r advice . He agreed and s[id he would try to do this . 

T::e then spoke a bout Ches ter Bovlles ane ''1e sa id he ha d a sl-;:ed 
C1J.ester not to resign . I had had a letter Saturday from Chester in 
1,tJ!l.1.ch he ga ve me his rea sons for re signing . He sa id he thought Actla i 
was the best 'lan for the .:;ecretary of State post, that be (Chet) would 
rather be in the eyecutive t~an in the legislative branch, so he 
would rather work for hennedy than be a candidate for Congress. 

fennedy lites 0,hester Bo"wles ane finds hLn easy to ltJork w: th . 
Ee also seeGS to realize the t his own mind 1.S so quiclr he may ~crhap s 
be he'sty in 21aking dec isions , 8~'1d he needs i1.dla i there . 

Now , I hrve no pro~ises from the Sen~tor, but I h~ve the dist!nct 
feeling that he is planning on working closely ~ith '61ai . I : lso 
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hoe the feeling that here was a man who could le~rn . I like~ him 
better than I ever hsd before because ~e seeilled so little cock­
sure, ane' I think he .:1.as a Dind that is open to DeVJ ideas . 

I agre~ that I w0uld fO on the citizens committee ~ere as 
honorary chair~an, and th2t I would do what I could here . ~hether 
I would take any trips or becoDe mbre involved would depend on 
whether or not I was happy with the way he progresses as a person 
in the cc: Jpaign . 

Ay final judgment no','.] is that here is a Juan v..'ho vJants to lecve 
a record (perhaps for amb~ tious personal reasons as lJeople say) 
bu t I ra the r thin};:. bec f; use he rsally is inter -s ted in helping the 
people of h: s Q1.vn country 2nd "'lan} ind in general . I ·will be surer 
of this as time goes on, but I think I a~ not mistaken in feeling 
th~ t he vJould rna "::e a good Pre sid en t if elec ted . 


